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120B.07 EARLY GRADUATION.

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any secondary school student who has
completed all required courses or standards may; with the approval of the student, the
student’s parent or guardian, and local school officials, graduate before the completion
of the school year. General education revenue attributable to the student must be paid
as though the student was in attendance for the entire year.

History: I1Sp200l c 6 art 1 s 4
120B.12 READING INTERVENTION.

Subdivision 1. Literacy goal. The legislature seeks to have Minnesota’s children
able to read no later than the end of second grade.

Subd. 2. Identification. For the 2002-2003 school year and later, each school
district shall identify before the end of first grade students who are at risk of not
learning to read before the end of second grade. The district must use a locally adopted
assessment method.

Subd. 3. Intervention. For each student identified under subdivision 2, the district
shall provide a reading intervention method or program to assist the student in
rcaching the goal of lcarning to read no later than the end of second grade. District
intervention methods shall encourage parental involvement and, where possible, collab-
oration with appropriate school and community programs. Intervention methods may
include, but are not limited to, requiring attendance in summer school and intensified
reading instruction that may require that the student be removed from the rcgular
classroom for part of the school day.

Subd. 4. Staff development. Each district shall identify the staff development needs
to cnsure that:

(1) elementary teachers are able to implement comprchensive, scientifically based,
and balanced reading instruction programs that have resulted in improved student
performance;

(2)-elementary teachers who are instructing students identified under subdivision 2
are preparcd to teach using the intervention mecthods or programs selected by the
district for the identified students; and

(3) all licensed teachers employed by the district have regular opportunities to
improve reading instruction.

Subd. 5. Commissioner. The commissioner shall recommend to districts multiple
assessment tools that will assist districts and teachers with identifying students under
subdivision 2. The commissioner shall also make available 1o districts examples of
nationally rccognized and research-based instructional methods or programs  that
districts may use to provide reading intervention according to this section.

History: 1Sp2001 ¢ 135 12
120B.125 INVOLUNTARY CAREER TRACKING PROHIBITED.

A school district may develop grade-level curricula or provide instruction that
introduces students to various careers, but must not require any curriculum, instruction,
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or employment-related activity that obligates an elementary or secondary student to
involuntarily select a career, career interest, employment goals, or related job training.

" History: ]S[)Z()Ol cb6 art 253

120B 13 ADVA\‘(,ED PLACEMENT AND I\JTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
PROGRAMS.

. Subdivision 1. Program structure; training programs for teachers. ('1) The ad-
vanced placement and international baccalauréate programs are well-established ac-
ademic programs for. mature, academically directed high school students. Thesc
programs, in addition’ to prov1d1ng academic rigor, offer sound curricular design, ac-
- countability, comprehenswc ‘external assessment, feedback to students. and. teachers,
and the opportunity for high' school students to compete academically on a _global
level. Advanced placement dnd international baccalaureate programs allow students
to leave high school with the academic skills and self-confidence®'to succeed in
college and beyond The "advanced placement and international baccalaureate pro-
grams help provide Minnesota students with world- class cducational opportunity.

(b) Critical to schools® educational success is ongoing advanced placement/1nte1 na-
tional baccalaureate-approved teacher training. A secondary teacher assigned by a
district to teach an advanced placement or international baccalaureate course or other
interested educator may participate in a training program offered by the college board
or International Baccalaureatc North America, Inc The state may pay a portion of the
tuition, roorn, and board costs a teacher or other interested educator incurs in
participating in a training program. The commissioner shall determine application
procedures and deadlmc,s, and select teachers and other interested educators to
participate in the training program. The procedures determined by the commissioner
shall, to the extent possible, ensure that advanced placement and international bacca-
laureate courses become- available in all parts of thé statc and that a variety of course
offerings are available in school districts. This subdivision does not prevent teacher or
other interested educator participation in.training programs offered- by thc college
board or International Baccalaureate North Am(.rlca Inc., when tumon is pdld by a
source other Lhan the state. ;

[Fe or text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2000]
Hlslmy ISpZ()()] c6art 252

120B.30 STATEWIDE TES lIN(x AND REPORTING SYSTEM.

Subdivision 1. Statewide tcslmg (a) The commissioner, with advice from experts
with appropriate technical qualifications and experience and stakeholders, shall include
in the comprehensive assessment system, for each grade level to be tested, a test, which
shall be aligned with the stat¢’s graduation standards and administered dnnually to all
students in the third; fifth, seventh, and eighth grades. The commissionershall establish
one or more months dur1ng -which schools shall administer the tests to students each
school year. Only Minnesota basic skills tests in reading, mathematics, and writing shall
fulfill students’ basic skills twting requirements for a passing statc notation. The
passing scores of the state tests in rcading and mathematics arc the equ1valent of

(1) 70 percent correct for students entering grade 9 in 1996; and '

(2) 75 percent correct for students entering grade 9 in 1997 and thereafter, as
bascd on the {irst uniform test administration of l‘ebrualy 1998.

. .(b) Third, fifth, and seventh grade test results shall be available to districts for
diagnostic purposes affecting student-lcarning and district instruction and curriculum;
and for establishing educational accountability. The commissioner must disseminate to
the public the third, fifth, and scventh grade test results upon receiving those results.

- (¢) In addition, at the high school level, districts shall assess student performance
in all required learning areas and selected required standards within each area of the
profile of learning. The testing instruments, the testing process, and the order of
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administration shall be determined by the commissioner. The, results shall be aggreﬂat—
ed at the site and district level. :

(d) The commissioner shall report school site and school d1strlct student dcadumlc
achievement levels of the current and two immediately preceding school years. The
report shall include students’ unweighted mean test scores in each tested subject, the
unweighted mean test scores of only those students enrolled in the school by October 1
of the current school year, and the unweighted test scores of all students except those
students receiving limited English proficiency instruction. The- report also shall record
separately, in proximity to the reported performance levels, the percentage of students
of each gender arid the percentages of students who are eligible to reccive a free or
reduced price school meal, demonstrate limited English proficiency, are identified as
m1grant students, are a member of a major ethnic or racial populatlon or are eligible
to receive special education services.

(e) In addition to the testing and reporting requrrements under paragraphs (d)
(b), (c), and (d), the commissioner shall include the following components in the
-statewide public reporting system: :

(1) uniform statewide testing of all third, fifth, seventh, eighth, and post eighth
grade students that provides exemptions, only with parent or guardian approval, for
those very few students for whom the student’s individual educatlon plan team under
séctions 125A.05 and 125A.06, determines that the student is incapable of taking a
statewide test, or for a limited English proficiency student under section 124D.59,
subdivision 2, if the student has been in the United States for fewer than 12 months
and for whom special language barriers exist, such as the student’s native language does
not have a written form or the district does not have access to" dpproprmte interpreter
services for the student’s native lariguage;

(2) educational indicators that can be aggregated and compared across school
districts and across time -on a statewide basis, including avcrage daily attendance, high
school graduation rates, and high school drop -out rates by age and grade Ievel

. (3) students’ scores on the American College Test; and.

(4) participation in the National Assessment of Educational Progress so that the
state can benchmark its performance against the nation and other states, and, where
possible, against other countrles and contribute to the national effort to monitor
achievement.

(f) Districts must report excmptions under paragraph (e), clause (1), to the
commissioner consistent with a format provided by the commissioner.

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S. 2000]
History: 15p2001 ¢ 6.art 2 s 4 ' -

120B.35 STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND PROGRESS

Subdivision 1. Adequale yearly progress of schools and. students. The commission-
er, must develop and implement a system for measuring and reporting academic
achievement and individual student progress, consistent with the statewide educational
accountability and reporting system. The components of the systcm must measure the
adequate yearly progress of schools and individual students: students’ current achieve-
ment in schools under subdivision 2; and individual students’ educational progress over
time under subdivision 3. The system also must include statewide measures of student
academic achievement that identify schools with high levels of achievement, and also
schools with low levels of achievement that need improvement. When determining a
school’s effect, the data must include both statewide measures -of student achievement
and, to the extent annual tests are administered, indicators of achicvement growth that
take into account a student’s prior achievement. Indicators of achievement and prior
achicvement must be based on highly reliable statewide. or districtwide asscssments.
Indicators that take into account a student’s prior achievement must not. be used to
disregard a school’s low achievement or to exclude a school from a program to improve
low achievement levels. The commissioner by January 15, 2002, must submit a plan for
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integrating these components to the chairs of the legislative committees having policy
and budgetary responsibilities for elementary and secondary education.

Subd. 2. Student academic achievement. (a) Each school year, a school district
must determine if the student achievement levels at each school site meet state and
local expectations. If student achievement levels at a school site do not meet state and
local expectations and the site has not made adequate yearly progress for two
consecutive school years, beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, the district must
work with the school site to adopt a plan to raise student achievement levels to meet
state and local expectations. The commissioner of children, families, and learning shall
establish student academic achievement levels.

(b) School sites identificd as not meeting expectations must develop continuous
improvement plans in order to meet state and Jocal expectations for student academic
achievement. The department, at a district’s request, must assist the district and the
school site in devcloping a plan to improve student achievement. The plan must include
parental involvement components.

(c) The commissioner must:"

(1) provide assistance to school sites and districts identified as not meeting
expectations; and

(2) provide technical assistance to schools that integrate student progress measures
under subdivision 3 in the school continuous 1mprovement plan.

(d) The commissioner shall establish and maintain a continuous improvement Web
site designed to make data on every school and district available to parents, teachers,
administrators, community members, and the general public.

Subd. 3. Student progress assessment. (a) The educational assessment system
component measuring individual students’ educational progress must be based, to the
extent annual tests are administered, on indicators of achievement growth that show an
individual student’s prior -achievement. Indicators of achievement and prior achieve-
ment must be based on highly reliable statewide or districtwide assessments.

(b) The commissioner must identify effective models for measuring individual
student progress that enable a school district or school site to perform gains-based
analysis, including evaluating the effects of the teacher, school, and school district on
student achievement over time.. At least one model must be a “value-added” assess-
ment model that reliably estimates those effects for classroom settings where a single
teacher teaches multiple subjects to the same group of students, for team teaching
arrangements, and for other teaching circumstances.

(c) If a district has an accountability plan that includes gains-based analysis or
“value-added” assessment, the commissioner shall, to the extent practicable, incorpo-
rate thosc measures in determining whether the district or school site meets expecta-
tions. The department must coordinate with the district in evaluating school sites and
continuous improvement plans, consistent with best practices.

Subd. 4. Improving schools. Consistent with the requirements of this section; the
commiissioner of children, families; and learning must establish'a second achievement
benchmark to identify improving schools. The commissioner must recommend to the
legislature by February 15, 2002, indicators in addition to the achievement benchmark
for 1dent1fymg improving schools, including an indicator requlrmg a school to demon-
strate ongoing successful use of best teaching practices.

History: 15p2001 ¢ 6 art 2s.5
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