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398A.04 POWERS.
Subdivision 1. General. An authority may exercise all the powers necessary or desir

able to implement the powers specifically granted in this section, and in exercising the pow
ers is deemed to be performing an essential governmental function and exercising a part of 
the sovereign power of the state, and is a local government unit and political subdivision of 
the state. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the authority may:

(a) sue and be sued, have a seal, which may but need not be affixed to documents as 
directed by the board, make and perform contracts, and have perpetual succession;

(b) acquire real and personal property within or outside its taxing jurisdiction, by pur
chase, gift, devise, condemnation, conditional sale, lease, lease purchase, or otherwise; or for 
purposes, including the facilitation of an economic development project pursuant to section 
383B.81 or 469.091 or 469.175, subdivision 7, that also improve rail service;

(c) hold, manage, control, sell, convey, lease, mortgage, or otherwise dispose of real or 
personal property; and

(d) make grants or otherwise appropriate funds to the department of transportation, the 
metropolitan council, or any other state or local governmental unit for the purposes described 
in subdivision 2 with respect to railroad facilities located or to be located within the author
ity’s jurisdiction, whether or not the facilities will be acquired, constructed, owned, or oper
ated by the authority.

Subd. 2. Railroad acquisition and operation. The authority may plan, establish, ac
quire, develop, construct, purchase, enlarge, extend, improve, maintain, equip, operate, reg
ulate, and protect railroads and railroad facilities, including but not limited to terminal build
ings, roadways, crossings, bridges, causeways, tunnels, equipment, and rolling stock. The 
authority may not expend state or federal funds to engage in planning for or development of 
light rail transit or commuter rail transit, unless this activity is consistent with a plan adopted 
by the department of transportation under section 174.84 and a plan adopted by the metropol
itan council under section 473.399, and is carried out pursuant to a memorandum of under
standing executed by the authority and the commissioner after appropriate consultation with 
the metropolitan council.

[For text o f  subds 3 to 8. see M.S.1998]

Subd. 9. Agreements. The authority may enter into joint powers agreements under sec
tion 471.59 or other agreements with the municipality or municipalities named in the organi
zation agreement; with other municipalities situated in the counties named in the resolution, 
respecting the matters referred to in section 398A.06; with another authority; with a state 
agency; or with the metropolitan council about any matter subject to this chapter.
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