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CHAPTER 353D 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES DEFINED CONTRIBUTION 
PLAN

353D.01 Public employees defined 353D.02 Election o f coverage,
coniribution plan. 353D.03 Funding o f plan.

353D.01 PUBLIC EMPLOYEES DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PLAN.

I For text o f subd 1, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 2. Eligibility, (a) Eligibility to participate in the defined contribution plan is 
available to:

(1) elected local government officials of a governmental subdivision who elect to par
ticipate in the plan under section 353D.02, subdivision 1, and who. for the elected service 
rendered to a governmental subdivision, are not members of the public employees retirement 
association within the meaning of section 353.01, subdivision 7;

(2) physicians who. if they did not elect to participate in the plan under section 353D.02, 
subdivision 2. would meet the definition of member under section 353.01, subdivision 7;

1 (3) basic and advanced life support emergency medical service personnel employed by 
or providing services for any public ambulance service or privately operated ambulance ser
vice that receives an operating subsidy from a governmental entity that elects to participate 
under section 353D.02, subdivision 3; and

(4) members of a municipal rescue squad associated with Litchfield in Meeker county, 
or of a county rescue squad associated with Kandiyohi county, if an independent nonprofit 
rescue squad corporation, incorporated under chapter 317A, performing emergency man
agement services, and if not affiliated with a fire department or ambulance service and if its 
members are not eligible for membership in that fire department’s or ambulance service’s 
relief association or comparable pension plan.

(b) For purposes of this chapter, an elected local government official includes a person 
appointed to fill a vacancy in an elective office. Service as an elected local government offi
cial only includes service for the governmental subdivision for which the official was elected 
by the public-at-large. Service as an elected local government official ceases and eligibility 
to participate terminates when the person ceases to be an elected official. An elected local 
government official does not include an elected county sheriff.

(c) Elected local government officials, physicians, first response personnel and emer
gency medical service personnel, and rescue squad personnel who arc currently covered by a 
public or private pension plan because of their employment or provision of services are not 
eligible to participate in the public employees defined contribution plan.

(d) A former participant is a person who has terminated eligible employment or service 
and has not withdrawn the value of the person’s individual account.

History: 1999 c 222 art 21 s 1

353D.02 ELECTION OF COVERAGE.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.19981

Subd. 4. Eligible rescue squad personnel. The municipality or county, as applicable, 
associated with a rescue squad under section 353D.01, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), clause
(4), may elect to participate in the plan. If the municipality or county, as applicable, elects to 
participate, the eligible personnel may elect to participate or decline to participate. An eligi
ble individual’s election must be made within 30 days of the service’s election to participate 
or 30 days of the date on which the individual begins to provide service to the rescue squad, 
whichever is later. Elections under this subdivision by a government unit or individual are 
irrevocable. The municipality or county, as applicable, must specify by resolution eligibility
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requirements for rescue squad personnel which must be satisfied if the individual is to be 
authorized to make the election under this subdivision.

History: 1999 c 222 art 21 s 2

353D.03 FUNDING OF PLAN.

f  For text o f subds l a n d  2, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 3. Ambulance service, rescue squad personnel contribution. A public ambu
lance service or privately operated ambulance service that receives an operating subsidy 
from a governmental entity that elects to participate in the plan shall fund benefits for its 
qualified personnel who individually elect to participate. Personnel who are paid for their 
services may elect to make member contributions in an amount not to exceed the service's 
contribution on their behalf. Ambulance servicc contributions-on behalf of salaried em
ployees must be a fixed percentage of salary. An ambulance service making contributions for 
volunteer or largely uncompensated personnel, or a municipality or county making contribu
tions on behalf of rescue squad members who are volunteers or largely uncompensated per
sonnel, may assign a unit value for each call or each period of alert duty for the purpose of 
calculating ambulance service or rescue squad service contributions, as applicable.

I For text o f subd 4, see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c 222 art 21■ s 3
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