
REGULATION OF TRADE PRACTICES 325E.112

CHAPTER 325E 

REGULATION OF TRADE PRACTICES
325E. i 1.3 Contaminated used motor oil 

reimbursement account. •

325E.11 COLLECTION FACILITIES; NOTICE.
(a) Any person selling at retail or offering motor oil or motor oil filters for retail sale in 

this state shall:
(1) post a notice indicating the nearest location where used motor oil and used motor oil 

filters may be returned at no cost for recycling or reuse, post a toll-free telephone number that 
may be called by the public to determine a convenient location, or post a listing of locations 
where used motor oil and used motor oil filters may be returned at no cost for recycling or 
reuse; or '

(2) if the person is subject to section 325E. 112, subdivision 1, paragraph (b), post a no
tice informing customers purchasing motor oil orm otor oil filters of the location of the used 
motor, oil and used motor oil filter collection site established by the. retailer in accordance 
with section 325E. 112, subdivision 1, paragraph (b), where used motor oil and used motor oil 
filters may be returned at no cost. >

’ (b) A notice under paragraph (a) shall be posted on-or adjacent to the motor oil and mo
tor oil filter displays, be at least 8-1/2 inches by 11 inches in size, contain the universal re
cycling symbol with the following language:

(1) “It is illegal to put used oil and used motor oil filters in the garbage.” ;
(2) “Recycle your used oil and used motor oil filters.” ; and
(3)(i) “There is a free collection site here for your used oil and used motor oil filters.” ;
(ii) “There is a free collection site for used oil and used motor oil filters located at (name 

of business and street address).”;
(iii) “For the location of a free collection site for used oil and used motor oil filters call 

(toll-free phone number).”; or 11
. (iv) “Here is a list of free collection sites for used oil and used motor oil filters.”
. (c) The division of weights and measures under the department of public service shall 

enforce compliance with this section as provided in section 239.54. The pollution control 
agency shall enforce compliance with this section under sections 115.071 and 116.072 in 
coordination with the division of weights and measures.

History: 799.9 c 231 5 182

325E.112 USED MOTOR OIL AND USED MOTOR OIL FILTER COLLECTION.
Subdivision 1 . Collection, (a) Motor oil and motor oil filter manufacturers and retailers 

shall seek to provide by May 31, 2001: ,
(1) access to at least onenongovernmental site for col lection of used motor oil and used 

motor oil filters from the public within a five-mile radius of any resident in the seven-county 
metropolitan area; and

(2) access to at least one nongovernmental site for collection of used motor oil and used 
motor oil filters from the public within a city or town with a population of greater than 1,500 
outside the seven-county metropolitan area. The commissioner of the pollution control 
agency shall determine by June 30, 2001, whether these goals have been met.

(b) I f  the commissioner of the pollution control agency determines that motor oil and 
motor oil filter manufacturers and retailers have not met the goals in paragraph (a) by May 
31, 2001, then beginning July 1, 2001, all retailers that sell at an individual location more 
than 1,000 motor oil filters per calendar year at retail for off-site installation must provide for 
collection of used motor oil and used motor oil filters from the public. Retailers who do not 
collect the used motor oil and used motor oil filters at their individual locations may meet the 
requirement by entering into a written agreement with another party whose location is:

325Ii.1I ' Collection facilities; notice.
325E. 112 Used motor oil and used motor oil 

filter collection.
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(1) within two miles of the retailer’s location if the retailer is located:
(1) within the Interstate Highway 494/694 beltway;
(ii) in a home rule charter or statutory city or a town contiguous to the Interstate High

way 494/694 beltway; or
(iii) in a home rule charter or statutory city of over 30,000 population within the metro

politan area as defined in section 473.121; or
(2) within five miles of the retailer’s location if the retailer is not in an area described in 

clause (I).
(c) The written agreement under paragraph (b) must specify that the other party will ac

cept from the public up to ten gallons of used motor oil and ten used motor oil filters per per
son per month during normal hours of operation unless:

(1) the used motor oil is known to be contaminated with antifreeze, other hazardous 
waste, or other materials which may increase the cost of used motor oil management and dis
posal;

(2) the storage equipment for that particular waste is temporarily filled to capacity; or
(3) the used motor oil or used motor oil filters are from a business.
(d) Persons accepting used motor oil from the public in accordance with this subdivi

sion shall presume (hat the used motor oil is not contaminated with hazardous waste, pro
vided the person offering the used motor oil is acting in good faith and the person accepting 
the used motor oil does not have evidence to the contrary. Persons collecting used motor oil 
from the public must take precautions to prevent contamination of used motor oil storage 
equipment. Precautions may include, but are not limited to, keeping a log of persons drop
ping off used motor oil, securing access to used motor oil storage equipment, or posting sig
nage at the site indicating the proper use of the equipment. .

(e) Persons accepting used motor oil and used motor oil filters under paragraph (b), in
cluding persons accepting the oil and filters on behalf of the retailer, may not charge a fee 
when accepting ten gallons or less of used motor oil or ten or fewer used motor oil filters per 
person per month.

(f) Persons that receive contaminated used motor oil may manage the used motor oil as 
household hazardous waste through publicly administered household hazardous waste 
collection programs, with approval from the household hazardous waste program. Used mo
tor oil contaminated with hazardous waste from the public that cannot be managed through a 
household hazardous waste collection program must be managed as a hazardous waste in 
accordance with rules adopted by the pollution control agency.

[For lext ofsubds 2 mid 2a, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 3. Education program. By June 30 of each year, the commissioner shall estimate 
the amount of funds available under section 325E. 113 that will not be expended for reim
bursements and shall transfer all or a portion of the estimated unexpended funds to the office 
of environmental assistance to cover the costs of educating the public and businesses on the 
provisions of this section and on proper management of used motor oil, used motor oil filters, 
and other automotive wastes. In coordination with the pollution control agency, county solid 
waste administrators, used motor oil and used motor oil filter collection site operators, and 
manufacturers and retailers of motor oil and motor oil filters, the director of the office of en
vironmental assistance shall educate the public and businesses on the proper management of 
used motor oil, used motor oil filters, and other automotive wastes. As part of the education 
efforts, the director shall make information available to the public and businesses regarding 
the proper management of used motor oil, used motor oil filters, and other automotive wastes 
on the office’s World Wide Web page. The commissioner of the pollution control agency 
shall also make information regarding the proper management of used motor oil, used motor 
oil filters, and other automotive wastes available on the agency’s World Wide Web page.

Subd. 4. Liability exemption. Persons who accept used motor oil and used motor oil 
filters from the public and retailers and manufacturers who contract with such persons for 
purposes of subdivision 1 are exempt from liability under chapter 115B for the used motor 
oil, contaminated used motor oil, and used motor oil filters accepted at facilities that accept
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3 REGULATION OF TRADE PRACTICES 325E.113

used motor oil or used motor oil filters from the public free of charge, after the used motor oil, 
contaminated used motor oil, and used motor oil filters are sent off-site in compliance with 
rules adopted by the pollution control agency.

I For text o f subd 5, see M. S. 1998/

History: 1999 c. 231 s 183-185

325E. 113 CONTAMINATED USED MOTOR OIL REIMBURSEMENT ACCOUNT.
The contaminated used motor oil reimbursement account is established in the environ

mental fund. Money in the account is appropriated to the commissioner of the pollution con
trol agency for the commissioner’s activities under section 325E.112 and to complete the 
study required by section 201, except that the commissioner may not expend more, than 
$50,000 for the study required by section 201.

History: 1999 c 231 s 186
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