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17.03 POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 12, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 13. Semiannual reports, (a) By October 15 and April 15 of each year, the com
missioner shall submit to the legislative committees having jurisdiction over appropriations 
from the agricultural fund in section 16A.531 a report on the amount of revenue raised in 
each fee account within the fund, the expenditures from each account, and the purposes for 
which the expenditures were made.

(b) The report delivered on October 15 of each year must include the commissioner’s 
recommendations, if any, for changes in statutes relating to the fee accounts of the agricultur
al fund.

History: 1999 c231 s 22

17.038 STATISTICAL SERVICES ACCOUNT.
The statistical services account is established in the agricultural fund. All payments for 

statistical services performed by the agricultural statistics division of the department of agri
culture must be deposited in the agricultural fund and credited to the statistical services ac
count. The money in the account is appropriated to the commissioner of agriculture to admin
ister the programs of the agricultural statistics division.

History: 1999 c 231 s 23

17.102 MINNESOTA GROWN LABEL.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 4. Minnesota grown account. The Minnesota grown account is established as an 
account in the agricultural fund. License fee receipts and penalties collected under this sec
tion must be deposited in the agricultural fund and credited to the Minnesota grown account. 
The money in the account is continuously appropriated to the commissioner to implement 
and enforce this section and to promote the Minnesota grown logo and labeling.

[For text o f  subds 5 and 6, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 231 s 24

17.109 MINNESOTA GROWN MATCHING ACCOUNT.
Subdivision 1. Establishment. The Minnesota grown matching account is established 

as a separate account in the agricultural fund. The account shall be administered by the com
missioner of agriculture as provided in this section.

[For text o f subds 2 to 4, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 231 s 25
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121 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 17.114

17.114 SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE.

[For text o f subds la n d  2, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 3. Duties, (a) The commissioner shall:
(1) establish a clearinghouse and provide information, appropriate educational oppor

tunities and other assistance to individuals, producers, and groups about sustainable agricul
tural techniques, practices, and opportunities;

(2) survey producers and support services and organizations to determine information 
and research needs in the area of sustainable agricultural practices;

(3) demonstrate the on-farm applicability of sustainable agriculture practices to condi
tions in this state;

(4) coordinate the efforts of state agencies regarding activities relating to sustainable 
agriculture;

(5) direct the programs of the department so as to work toward the sustainability of agri
culture in this state;

(6) inform agencies of how state or federal programs could utilize and support sustain
able agriculture practices;

(7) work closely with farmers, the University of Minnesota, and other appropriate orga
nizations to identify opportunities and needs as well as assure coordination and avoid du
plication of slate agency efforts regarding research, teaching, and extension work relating to 
sustainable agriculture; and

(8) report to the environmental quality board for review and then to the house of repre
sentatives and senate committees with jurisdiction over the environment, natural resources, 
and agriculture every even-numbered year.

(b) The report under paragraph (a), clause (8), must include:
(1) the presentation and analysis of findings regarding the current status and trends re

garding the economic condition of producers; the status of soil and water resources utilized 
by production agriculture; die magnitude of off-farm inputs used; and the amount of nonre
newable resources used by Minnesota farmers;

(2) a description of current state or federal programs directed toward sustainable agri
culture including significant results and experiences of those programs;

(3) a description of specific actions the department of agriculture is taking in the area of 
sustainable agriculture;

(4) a description of current and future research needs at all levels in the area of sustain
able agriculture; and

(5) suggestions for changes in existing programs or policies or enactment of new pro
grams or policies that will affect farm profitability, maintain soil and waLer quality, reduce 
input costs, or lessen dependence upon nonrenewable resources.

Subd. 3a. [Repealed, 1994 c 557 s 6]
Subd. 4. Integrated pest management, (a) The state shall promote and facilitate the 

use of integrated pest management through education, technical or financial assistance, in
formation and research.

(b) The commissioner shall coordinate the development of a state approach to the 
promotion and use of integrated pest management, which shall include delineation of the re
sponsibilities of the state, public post-secondary institutions, Minnesota extension service, 
local.units of government, and the private sector; establishment of information exchange and 
integration; procedures for identifying research needs and reviewing and preparing informa
tional materials; procedures for factoring integrated pest management into state laws, rules, 
and uses of pesticides; and identification of barriers to adoption.

(c) The commissioner shall report to the environmental quality board for review and 
then to the house of representatives and senate committees with jurisdiction over the envi
ronment, natural resources, and agriculture every even-numbered year. The report shall be 
combined with the report required in subdivision 3.

History: 1999 c 86 art 3 s 1,2
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17.115 SHARED SAVINGS LOAN PROGRAM.
I For text o f subds I .and 2, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 3. Awarding of loans, (a) Applications for loans must be made to the commis
sioner on forms prescribed by the commissioner.

(b) The applications must be reviewed, ranked, and recommended by a loan review pan
el appointed by the commissioner. The loan review panel shall consist of two lenders with 
agricultural experience, two resident farmers of the slate using sustainable agriculture meth
ods, Lwo resident farmers of the state using organic agriculture methods, a farm management 
specialist, a representative from a post-secondary education institution, and a chair from the 
department.

(c) The loan review panel shall rank applications according to the following criteria:
(1) realize savings to the cost of agricultural production and project savings to repay the 

cost of the loan;
(2) reduce or make more efficient use of energy; and
(3) reduce production costs.
(d) A loan application must show that the loan can be repaid by the applicant.
(e) The commissioner must consider the recommendations of the loan review panel and 

may make loans for eligible projects. Priority must be given based on the amount of savings 
realized by adopting the practice implemented by the loan.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S. 1998]

History: 7999 c 231 s 26

17.116 SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE DEMONSTRATION GRANTS.
[For text o f  subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 3. Awarding of grants, (a) Applications for grants must be made to the commis
sioner on forms prescribed by the commissioner.

(b) The applications must be reviewed, ranked, and recommended by a technical review 
panel appointed by the commissioner. The technical review panel shall consist of a soil scien
tist, an agronomist, a representative from a post-secondary educational institution, two resi
dent fanners of the state using sustainable agriculture methods, two resident farmers of the 
state using organic agriculture methods, and a chair from the department.

(c) The technical review panel shall rank applications according to the following crite
ria:

(1) direct or indirect energy savings or production;
(2) environmental benefit;
(3) farm profitability;
(4) the number of farms able to apply the techniques or the technology proposed;
(5) the effectiveness of the project as a demonstration;
(6) the immediate transferability of the project to farms; and
(7) the ability of the project to accomplish its goals.
(d) The commissioner shall consider the recommendations of the technical review pan

el and may award grants for eligible projects. Priority must be given to applicants who are 
farmers or groups of farmers.

(e) Grants for eligible projects may not exceed $25,000 unless the portion above 
$25,000 is matched on an equal basis by the applicant’s cash or in-kind land use contribution. 
Grant funding of projects may not exceed S50,000 under this section, but applicants may uti
lize other funding sources: A portion of each grant must be targeted for public information 
activities of the project.

(0  A project may continue for up to three years. Multiyear projects must be reevaluated 
by the technical review panel and the commissioner before second or third year funding is 
approved. A project is limited to one grant for its funding.

History: 7999 c 231 s 27
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17.117 AGRICULTURE BEST M ANAGEM ENT PRA CTICES LOAN PROGRAM .
[For text o f  subds la n d  2, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 3. Appropriations. Up to S140.000,000 of the balance in the water pollution 
control revolving fund in section 446A.07, as determined by the public facilities authority, is 
appropriated to the commissioner for the establishment of this program.

[For text o f subds 4 to 14, see M.S. 19981

Subd. 15. R eport, (a) The commissioner and chair shall prepare and submit a report to 
the house of representatives and senate committees with jurisdiction over the environment, 
natural resources, and agriculture by October 15 of each odd-numbered year.

(b) The report shall include, but need not be limited to, matters such as loan allocations 
and uses, the extent to which the financial assistance is helping implement local water plan
ning priorities, the integration or coordination that has occurred with related programs, and 
other matters deemed pertinent to the implementation of the program.

[For text o f subds 16 and 17, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 86 art 3 s 3; 1999 c 231 s 28

17.136 ANIMAL FEED LO TS; PO LLU TIO N  CO N TRO L; FEED LO T AND M A 
NURE M ANAGEM ENT ADVISORY COM M ITTEE.

(a) The commissioner of agriculture and the commissioner of the pollution control 
agency shall establish a feedlot and manure management advisory committee to identify 
needs, goals, and suggest policies for research, monitoring, and regulatory activities regard
ing feedlot and manure management. In establishing the committee, the commissioner shall 
give first consideration to members of the existing feedlot advisory group.

(b) The committee must include representation from beef, dairy, pork, chicken, and 
turkey producer organizations. The committee shall not exceed 21 members, but, after June 
30,1999, must include representatives from at least four environmental organizations, eight 
livestock producers, four experts in soil and water science, nutrient management, and animal 
husbandry, one commercial solid manure applicator who is not a producer, one commercial 
liquid manure applicator who is not a producer, and one member from an organization repre
senting local units of government, and chairs of the senate and the house of representatives 
committees that deal with agricultural policy or the designees of the chairs, hi addition, the 
departments of agriculture, health, and natural resources, the pollution control agency, board 
of water and soil resources, soil and water conservation districts, the federal Natural Re
source Conservation Scrvice, the association of Minnesota counties, and the Farm Service 
Agency shall serve on the committee as ex officio nonvoting members.

(c) The advisory committee shall elect a chair and a vice-chair from its members. The 
department and the agency shall provide staff support to the com m ittee.'

(d) The commissioner of agriculture and the commissioner of the pollution control 
agency shall consult with the advisory committee during the development of any policies, 
rules, or funding proposals or recommendations relating to feedlots or feedlot-related ma
nure management.

(e)'The commissioner of agriculture shall consult with the advisory committee on es
tablishing a list of manure management research needs and priorities.

(f) The advisory committee shall advise the commissioners on other appropriate mat
ters.

(g) Nongovernment members of the advisory committee shall receive expenses, in ac
cordance with section 15.059, subdivision 6. The advisory committee expires on June 30, 
2001 .

History: 7999 c 231 s 29

17.452 FARM -RAISED CERVIDAE.
Subdivision 1. Promotion and coordination. The commissioner shall promote the 

commercial raising of farmed cervidae and shall coordinate programs and rules related to the
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commercial raising of farmed cervidae. Fanned cervidae research, projects, and demonstra
tions must be reported to the commissioner before state appropriations for die research proj
ects or demonstrations are encumbered. The commissioner shall maintain a data base of in
formation on raising farmed cervidae.

[For text o f subds 2 to 14, see M.S. 1998[

History: 1999 c 86 art 2 s  1

17.457 RESTRICTED SPECIES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 9, see M.S. 1998J

Subd. 10. Fee. The commissioner shall impose a fee for permits in an amount sufficient 
to cover the costs o f issuing the permits and for facility inspections. The fee may not exceed 
$50. Fee receipts must be deposited in the agricultural fund and credited to the Eurasian wild 
pigs account and are appropriated to the commissioner for the purposes of this section.

History: 7999 c 231 s 30

17.498 RULES; FINANCIAL ASSURANCE.
(a) The commissioner of the pollution control agency, after consultation and coopera

tion with the commissioners of agriculture and natural resources, shall present proposed 
rules to the pollution control agency board prescri bing water quality permit requirements for 
aquaculture facilities by May 1, 1992. The rules must consider:

(1) best available proven technology, best management practices, and water treatment 
practices that prevent and minimize degradation of waters of the state considering economic 
factors, availability, technical feasibility, effectiveness, and environmental impacts;

(2) classes, types, sizes, and categories of aquaculture facilities;
(3) temporary reversible impacts versus long-term impacts on water quality;
(4) effects on drinking water supplies that cause adverse human health concerns; and
(5) aquaculture therapeutics, which shall be regulated by the pollution control agency.
(b) Net pen aquaculture and other aquaculture facilities with similar effects must submit 

an annual report to the commissioner of the pollution control agency analyzing changes in 
water quality trends from previous years, documentation of best management practices, doc
umentation of costs to restore the waters used for aquaculture to the trophic state existing 
before aquatic farming was initialed, and documentation of financial assurance in an amount 
adequate to pay for restoration costs. The trophic state, which is the productivity of the waters 
measured by total phosphorus, dissolved oxygen, algae abundance as chlorophyll-a, and 
secchi disk depth of light penetration, and the condition of the waters measured by raw drink
ing water parameters, shall be determined to the extent possible before aquatic farming is 
initiated. The financial assurance may be a trust fund, letter of credit, escrow account, surety 
bond, or other financial assurance payable to the commissioner for restoration of the waters if 
the permittee cannot or will not restore the waters after termination of aquatic farming opera
tions or revocation of the permit.

(c) Information received as part of a permit application or as otherwise requested must 
be classified according to chapter 13. Information about processes, aquatic farming proce
dures, feed and therapeutic formulas and rates,’and tests on aquatic farming products that 
have economic value is nonpublic data under chapter 13, if requested by the applicant or per
mittee.

History: 1999 c 86 art 3 s 4

17.59 FEES TO DEFRAY EXPENSES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M .S.1998]

Subd. 5. Commodities research and promotion account. All fees collected by the de
partment under seel ions 17.51 to 17.69 and any other fees and income received by the depart
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125 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 17.983

ment in the administration of these statutes shall be deposited in a separate account known as 
the commodity research and promotion account in the agricultural fund. Money in the ac
count, including interest, is appropriated to the commissioner to carry out the duties of sec
tions 17.51 to 17.69.

History: 1999 c 231 s31

17.710 AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION CONTRACTS.
A production contract entered into, renewed, or amended on or after July 1, 1999, be

tween an agricultural producer and a processor of agricultural products must not contain pro
visions that prohibit the producer from disclosing terms, conditions, and prices contained in 
the contract. Any provision prohibiting disclosure by the producer is void.

History: 1999 c 231 s 32

17.85 LABORATORY SERVICES ACCOUNT.
A laboratory services account is established in the agricultural fund. Payments for labo

ratory services performed by the laboratory services division of the department of agricul
ture must be deposited in the agricultural fund and credited to the laboratory services ac
count. Money in the account, including interest earned on the account, is annually appro
priated to the commissioner of agriculture to administer the programs of the laboratory ser
vices division.

History: 1999 c 231 s 33

17.982 CRIMINAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES.
Subdivision 1. Criminal penalties. A person who violates chapter 29,31,31 A, 3 IB, or 

34 for which a penalty has not been prescribed is guilty of a misdemeanor.

[ For text o f subd 2, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 231 s 34

17.983 ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT.
Subdivision 1. Administrative penalties; citation. If a person has violated chapter 29, 

31, 31 A, 3 IB, 32, or 34, the commissioner may issue a written citation to the person by per
sonal service or by certified mail. The citation shall describe the nature of the violation and 
the statute or rule alleged to have been violated; state the time for correction; and the amount 
of any proposed fine. The citation must advise the person to notify the commissioner in writ
ing within 30 days if the person wishes to appeal the citation. If the person fails to appeal the 
citation, the citation is the final order and not subject to further review.

[For text o f  subds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 231 s 35
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