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CHAPTER 147

BOARD OF MEDICAL PRACTICE
147 02 Examination, licensing
147 03 Licensure by endorsem ent, 

reciprocity temporary permit

147 037 Licensing o f foreign medical school 
graduates temporary permit

147 09 Exemptions

147.02 EXAMINATION; LICENSING.
Subdivision 1 United States or Canadian medical school graduates. The board shall 

issue a license to practice medicine to a person who meets the requirements in paragraphs (a) 
to (h)

(a) An applicant for a license shall file a written application on forms provided by the 
board, showing to the board’s satisfaction that the applicant is of good moral character and 
satisfies the requirements of this section

(b) The applicant shall present evidence satisfactory to the board of being a graduate of a 
medical or osteopathic school located in the United States, its territories or Canada, and ap­
proved by the board based upon its faculty, curriculum, facilities, accreditation by a recog­
nized national accrediting organization approved by the board, and other relevant data, or is 
currently enrolled in the final year of study at the school

(c) The applicant must have passed an examination as described in clause (1) or (2)
(1) The applicant must have passed a comprehensive examination for initial licensure 

prepared and graded by the National Board of Medical Examiners or the Federation of State 
Medical Boards The board shall by rule determine what constitutes a passing score in the 
examination

(2) The applicant taking the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) 
must have passed steps one, two, and three within a seven-year period This seven-year pen­
od begins when the applicant first passes either step one or two, as applicable Applicants 
actively enrolled in or graduated from accredited MD/PhD, MD/JD, MD/MBA, or 
MD/MPH dual degree programs or osteopathic equivalents must have passed each of steps 
one, two, and three within three attempts in seven years plus the time taken to obtain the non- 
MD degree or ten years, whichever occurs first The applicant must pass each of steps one, 
two, and three with passing scores as recommended by the USMLE program within three 
attempts The applicant taking combinations of Federation of State Medical Boards, Nation­
al Board of Medical Examiners, and USMLE may be accepted only if the combination is ap­
proved by the board as comparable to existing comparable examination sequences and all 
examinations are completed pnor to the year 2000

(d) The applicant shall present evidence satisfactory to the board of the completion of 
one year of graduate, clinical medical training in a program accredited by a national accredit­
ing organization approved by the board or other graduate training approved in advance by the 
board as meeting standards similar to those of a national accrediting organization

(e) The applicant shall make arrangements with the executive director to appear in per­
son before the board or its designated representative to show that the applicant satisfies the 
requirements of this section The board may establish as internal operating procedures the 
procedures or requirements for the applicant’s personal presentation

(f) The applicant shall pay a fee established by the board by rule The fee may not be 
refunded Upon application or notice of license renewal, the board must provide notice to the 
applicant and to the person whose license is scheduled to be issued or renewed of any addi­
tional fees, surcharges, or other costs which the person is obligated to pay as a condition of 
licensure The notice must

(1) state the dollar amount of the additional costs, and
(2) clearly identify to the applicant the payment schedule of additional costs
(g) The applicant must not be under license suspension or revocation by the licensing 

board of the state or jurisdiction in which the conduct that caused the suspension or revoca­
tion occurred
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(h) The applicant must not have engaged in conduct warranting disciplinary action 
against a licensee, or have been subject to disciplinary action other than as specified in para­
graph (g) If the applicant does not satisfy the requirements stated in this paragraph, the board 
may issue a license only on the applicant’s showing that the public will be protected through 
issuance of a license with conditions and limitations the board considers appropriate

[For text o f  subds 2a to 6a, see M  S 1998]

History: 1999 c 33 s 1

147.03 LICENSURE BY ENDORSEMENT; RECIPROCITY; TEMPORARY PER­
MIT.

Subdivision 1 Endorsement; reciprocity, (a) The board may issue a license to practice 
medicine to any person who satisfies the requirements in paragraphs (b) to (f)

(b) The applicant shall satisfy all the requirements established in section 147 02, subdi­
vision 1, paragraphs (a), (b), (d), (e), and (f)

(c) The applicant'shall
(1) have passed an examination prepared and graded by the Federation of State Medical 

Boards, the National Board of Medical Examiners, or the United States Medical Licensing 
Examination program in accordance with section 147 02, subdivision 1, paragraph (c), 
clause (2), the National Board of Osteopathic Examiners, or the Medical Council of Canada, 
and

(2) have a current license from the equivalent licensing agency in another state or Cana­
da and, if the examination in clause (1) was passed more than ten years ago, either

(i) pass the Special Purpose Examination of the Federation of State Medical Boards 
with a score of 75 or better within three attempts, or

(n) have a current certification by a specialty board of the American Board of Medical 
Specialties, of the American Osteopathic Association Bureau of Professional Education, or 
of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada

(d) The applicant shall pay a fee established by the board by rule The fee may not be 
refunded

(e) The applicant must not be under license suspension or revocation by the licensing 
board of the state or jurisdiction in which the conduct that caused the suspension or revoca­
tion occurred

(f) The applicant must not'have engaged in conduct warranting disciplinary action 
against a licensee, or have been subject to disciplinary action other than as specified in para­
graph (e) If an applicant does not satisfy the requirements stated in this paragraph, the board 
may issue a license only on the applicant’s showing that the public will be protected through 
issuance p f  a license with conditions or limitations the board considers appropnate

[For text o f subds 2 and 3, see M S 1998] 1

History: 1999 c 33 s 2

147.037 LICENSING OF FOREIGN MEDICAL SCHOOL GRADUATES; TEM­
PORARY PERMIT.

Subdivision 1 Requirements. The board shall issue a license to practice medicine to 
any person who satisfies the requirements in paragraphs (a) to (g)

(a) The applicant shall satisfy all the requirements established in section 147 02, subdi­
vision 1, paragraphs (a), (e), (f), (g), and (h)

(b) The applicant shall present evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant is a 
graduate of a medical or osteopathic school approved by the board as equivalent to accred­
ited United States or Canadian schools based upon its faculty, cumculum, facilities, accredi­
tation, or other relevant data

(c) The applicant shall present evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant has 
been awarded a certificate by the educational council for foreign medical graduates, and the
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apphcant-has a working ability in the English language sufficient to communicate with pa­
tients and physicians and to engage in the practice of medicine

(d) The applicant shall present evidence satisfactory to the board of the completion of 
two years of graduate, clinical medical training in a program located in the United States, its 
territories, or Canada and accredited by a national accrediting organization approved by the 
board This requirement does not apply

(1) to an applicant who is admitted as a permanent immigrant to the United States on or 
before October 1, 1991, as a person of exceptional ability m the sciences according to Code 
of Federal Regulations, title 20, section 656 22(d),

(2) to an applicant holding a valid license to practice medicine in another country and 
issued a permanent immigrant visa'after October 1,1991, as a person of extraordinary ability 
in the field of science or as an outstanding professor or researcher according to Code of Fed­
eral Regulations, title 8, section 204 5(h) and (1), or a temporary nonimmigrant visa as a per­
son of extraordinary ability in the field of science according to Code of Federal Regulations, 
title 8, section 214 2(o), i
provided that a person under clause (1) or (2) is admitted pursuant to rules of the United 
States Department of Labor, or

(3) to an applicant who is licensed in another state, has practiced five years without dis­
ciplinary action in the United States, its territories, or Canada, has completed one year of the 
graduate, clinical medical training required by this paragraph, and has passed the Special 
Purpose Examination of the Federation of State Medical Boards within three attempts in the 
24 months before licensing

(e) The applicant must
(1) ha ve passed an examination prepared and graded by the Federation of State Medical 

Boards, the United States Medical Licensing Examination program in accordance with sec­
tion 147 02, subdivision 1, paragraph (c), clause (2), or the Medical Council o f Canada, and

(2) have a current license from the equivalent licensing agency in another state or coun­
try and, if the examination in clause (1) was passed more than ten years ago, either

(i) pass the Special Purpose Examination of the Federation of State Medical Boards 
with a score of 75 or better within three attempts, or

(n) have a current certification by a specialty board of the American Board of Medical 
Specialties, of the American Osteopathic Association Bureau of Professional Education, of 
the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, or of the College of Family Physi­
cians of Canada

(f) The applicant must not be under license suspension or revocation by the licensing 
board of the state or jurisdiction in which the conduct that caused the suspension or revoca­
tion occurred

(g) The applicant must not have engaged in conduct warranting disciplinary action 
against a licensee, or have been subject to disciplinary action other than as specified in para­
graph (0  If an applicant does not satisfy the requirements stated in this paragraph, the board 
may issue a license only on the applicant’s showing that the public will be protected through 
issuance of a license with conditions or limitations the board considers appropriate

[For text o f  subds la  and 2, see M S 1998]

History: 1999 c 33 s 3

147.09 EXEM PTIONS.
Section 147 081 does not apply to, control, prevent or restrict the practice, service, or 

activities of
(1) A person who is a commissioned medical officer of, a member of, or employed by, 

the armed forces of the United States, the United States Public Health Service, the Veterans 
Administration, any federal institution or any federal agency while engaged in the perform­
ance of official duties within this state, if the person is licensed elsewhere

(2) A licensed physician from a state or country who is in actual consultation here
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(3) A licensed or registered physician who treats the physician’s home state patients or 
other participating patients while the physicians and those patients are participating together 
in outdoor recreation in this state as defined by section 86A 03, subdivision 3 A physician 
shall first register with the board on a form developed by the board for that purpose The 
board shall not be required to promulgate the contents of that form by rule No fee shall be 
charged for this registration

(4) A student practicing under the direct supervision of a preceptor while the student is 
enrolled in and regularly attending a recognized medical school

(5) A student who is in continuing training and performing the duties of an intern or 
resident or engaged in postgraduate work considered by the board to be the equivalent of an 
internship or residency in any hospital or institution approved for training by the board, pro­
vided the student has a residency permit issued by the board under section 147 0391 ,

(6) A person employed in a scientific, sanitary, or teaching capacity by the state univer­
sity, the department of children, families, and learning, or by any public or pnvate school, 
college, or other bona fide educational institution, a nonprofit organization, which has tax- 
exempt status in accordance with the Internal Revenue Code, section 5 0 1(c)(3), and is orga­
nized and operated primarily for the purpose of conducting scientific research directed to­
wards discovering the causes of and cures for human diseases, or the state department of 
health, whose duties are entirely of a research, public health, or educational character, while 
engaged in such duties, provided that if the research includes the study of humans, such re­
search shall be conducted under the supervision of one or more physicians licensed under 
this chapter

(7) Physician’s assistants registered in this state
(8) A doctor of osteopathy duly licensed by the state board of osteopathy under Minne­

sota Statutes 1961, sections 148 11 to 148 16, pnor to May 1,1963, who has not been granted 
a license to practice medicine in accordance with this chapter provided that the doctor con­
fines activities within the scope of the license

(9) Any person licensed by a health related licensing board, as defined in section 
214 01, subdivision 2, or registered by the commissioner of health pursuant to section 
214 13, including psychological practitioners with respect to the use of hypnosis, provided 
that the person confines activities within the scope of the license

(10) A person who practices ritual circumcision pursuant to the requirements or tenets 
of any established religion

(11) A Christian Scientist or other person who endeavors to prevent or cure disease or 
suffering exclusively by mental or spiritual means or by prayer

(12) A physician licensed to practice medicine in another state who is in this state for the 
sole purpose of providing medical services at a competitive athletic event The physician 
may practice medicine only on participants in the athletic event A physician shall first regis­
ter with the board on a form developed by the board for that purpose The board shall not be 
required to adopt the contents of the form by rule The physician shall provide evidence satis­
factory to the board of a current unrestncted license in another state The board shall charge a 
fee of $50 for the registration

(13) A psychologist licensed under section 148 907 or a social worker licensed under 
section 148B 21 who uses or supervises the use of a penile or vaginal plethysmograph in 
assessing and treating individuals suspected of engaging in abenant sexual behavior and sex 
offenders

(14) Any person issued a training course certificate or credentialed by the emergency 
medical services regulatory board established in chapter 144E, provided the person confines 
activities within the scope of training at the certified or credentialed level

History: 1999 c 54 s 1
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