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CHAPTER 103G 

WATERS OF THE STATE
103G.221 Drainage o f public waters w etlands. . 103G.705 Stream protection and improvement
103(3.271 Appropriation and use o f waters. loan program.
103G.301 General permit application 

procedures.

103G.221 DRAINAGE OF PUBLIC WATERS WETLANDS.
Subdivision 1. Drainage of public waters wetlands generally prohibited without re­

placement. Public waters wetlands may not be drained, and a permit authorizing drainage of 
public Waters wetlands may not be issued, unless the public waters wetlands to be drained are 
replaced by wetlands that will have equal or greater public value.

History: 1999 c 86 art 1 s 19

103G.271 APPROPRIATION AND USE OF WATERS.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 5a, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 6. Water use permit processing fee. (a) Except as described in paragraphs (b) to 
(f), a water use permit processing fee must be prescribed by the commissioner in accordance 
with the following schedule of fees for each water use permit in force at any time during the 
year:

(1) 0.05 cents per 1,000 gallons for the first 50,000,000 gallons per year;
(2) 0.10 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 50,000,000 gallons but less 

than 100,000,000 gallons per year;
(3) 0.15 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 100,000,000 gallons but less 

than 150,000,000 gallons per year;
(4) 0.20 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 150,000,000 gallons but less 

than 200,000,000 gallons per year;
(5) 0.25 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 200,000,000 gallons but less 

than 250,000,000 gallons per year;
(6) 0.30 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 250,000,000 gallons but less 

than 300,000,000 gallons per year;
(7) 0.35 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 300,000,000 gallons but less 

than 350,000,000 gallons per year;
(8) 0.40 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 350,000,000 gallons but less 

than 400,000,000 gallons per year; and
(9) 0.45 cents per 1,000 gallons for amounts greater than 400,000,000 gallons per year.
(b) For once-through cooling systems, a water use processing fee must be prescribed by 

the commissioner in accordance with the following schedule of fees for each water use per­
mit in force at any time during the year:

(1) for nonprofit corporations and school districts, 15.0 cents per 1,000 gallons; and
(2) for all other users, 20 cents per 1,000 gallons.
(c) The fee is payable based on the amount of water appropriated during the year and, 

except as provided in paragraph (f), the minimum fee is $50.
(d) For water use processing fees other than once-through cooling systems:
(1) the fee for a city of the first class may not exceed $175,000 per year;
(2) the fee for other entities for any permitted use may not exceed:
(i) $35,000 per year for an entity holding three or fewer permits;
(ii) $50,000 per year for an entity holding four or five permits;
(iii) $ 175,000 per year for an entity holding more than five permits;
(3) the fee for agricultural irrigation may not exceed $750 per year;
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(4) the fee for a municipality that furnishes electric service and cogenerates steam for 
home heating may not exceed $ 10,000 for its permit for water use related to the cogeneration 
of electricity and steam; and

(5) no fee is required for a project involving the appropriation of surface water to pre­
vent flood damage or to remove flood waters during a period of flooding, as determined by 
the commissioner.

(e) Failure to pay the fee is sufficient cause for revoking a permit. A penalty of two per­
cent per month calculated from the original due date must be imposed on the unpaid balance 
of fees remaining 30 days after the sending of a second notice of fees due. A fee may not be 
imposed on an agency, as defined in section 16B.01, subdivision 2, or federal governmental 
agency holding a water appropriation permit.

(f) The minimum water use processing fee for a permit issued for irrigation of agricul­
tural land is $ 10 for years in which:

(1) there is no appropriation of water under the permit; or
(2) the permit is suspended for more than seven consecutive days between May 1 and 

October 1.

[For text o f subds 6a and 7, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c231 s 128

103G.301 GENERAL PERMIT APPLICATION PROCEDURES.

/  For text o f subd 1, see M.S. 1998j

Subd. 2. Permit application fees. An application for a permit authorized under this 
chapter, and each request to amend or transfer an existing permit, must be accompanied by a 
permit application fee to defray the costs of receiving, recording, and processing the applica­
tion or request to amend or transfer.

[For text o f subds 3 to 7, see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c 250 art 3 s 9
N O TE: The am endment lo subdivision 2 by Laws 1999, chapter 250, articic 3, scction 9, is effective July 1, 2001. Laws 

1999. chaptcr 250, article 3, section 29.

103G.705 STREAM PROTECTION AND IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. Loan program, (a) A political subdivision may apply to the commis­

sioner on forms provided by the commissioner for a loan for up to 90 percent of the total local 
cost of a project to protect or improve a stream. The commissioner shall apportion loans ac­
cording to the potential for prevention of immediate harm to the stream, the relative need for 
maintenance or improvements, the date of the application for the loan, and the availability of 
funds.

(b) By January 15 of each year, the commissioner must provide the legislature with a list 
of all applications received by the commissioner, the loan amounts requested, and a listing 
and explanation of the disposition of the applications.

(c) The commissioner must make the loan to the political subdivision in the amount de­
termined by the commissioner and under the terms specified in this section. Loans made un­
der this section do not require the approval of the electors of the political subdivision as pro­
vided in section 475.58 and do not constitute net debt for purposes of section 475.53 or any 
debt limitation provision of any special law or city charter.

(d) A loan made under this section must be repaid without interest over a period not to 
exceed ten years. The commissioner may charge an annual administrative fee to the political 
subdivision.

(e) A political subdivision receiving a loan made under this section must levy for the 
loan repayment beginning in the year the loan proceeds are received and succeeding years 
until the loan and the associated administrative costs are repaid. The levy must be for:

(1) the amount of the annual loan repayment and the associated administrative costs; or
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(2) the amount of the annual loan repayment and administrative costs less the amount 
the political subdivision certifies it has received from other sources for the loan repayment.

Subd. 2. Stream protection and improvement fund. There is established in the state 
treasury a stream protection and redevelopment fund. All repayments of loans made and ad­
ministrative fees assessed under subdivision 1 must be deposited in this fund. Interest earned 
on money in the fund accrues to the fund and money in the fund is appropriated to the com­
missioner of natural resources for purposes of the stream protection and redevelopment pro­
gram, including costs incurred by the commissioner to establish and administer the program.

History: 7999 c 231 s 129
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