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383.001 CHAPTER DOES NOT APPLY TO HENNEPIN OR RAMSEY COUNTY.
T h is  chapter does not apply to Hen ne pin  o r R am se y county.
History: 1974 c 435 art 7 s 1; 1979 c 198 art 4,s 13

383.01 ESTIMATES OF EXPENSE AND REVENUE.
In  counties having a population o f  m ore than 150 ,0 0 0 , the courity board, in determining 

the am ount o f  the expenses o f  the county fo r the n ext ensuing year, shall m ake an item ized 
statement covering all county expenditures fo r such year, divided into such a num ber 'of 
funds as it m a y deem advisable, w ith  a proper title fo r each. Such statement shall specify, as 
nearly as possible, the am ount needed fo r each fu n d , the estimate fo r w hich shall be kept at 
the lowest practical lim it, and the total am ount shall not exceed the m a xim u m  lim it pre­
scribed b y law . T h e  board shall, at the same tim e, m ake an estimate o f  all revenues the county 
w ill receive fo r such year, exclusive o f  those derived fro m  taxation, and shall also estimate 
the am ount o f  m oney, i f  any, that w ill be credited to the “ suspense fu n d”  at the end o f  the 
current fiscal year, as in this chapter provided. Such statement and estimates shall fo rm  a part 
o f  the official proceedings o f  the board, and the am ount o f  the. tax levied, together w ith the 
amount o f  such estimates, shall, w hen they have not been apportioned b y law , be apportioned 
b y the auditor into the several funds in the proportions and fo r the specific purposes desig­
nated in such item ized statement as the basis fo r taxation fo r the ensuingyear. F o r  the items 
fo r sinking fu n d , bonds, interest on bonds, salaries, and all items,where the charges are fixed 
b y  law , the fu ll am ount required to meet the same shall be apportioned. T h e  m oney so raised 
by taxation, and the estimate o f  revenues to be received, and the estimated am ount o f  the sus­
pense fu n d , w hen so, apportioned, shall be expended o n ly fo r the purposes designated in the 
item ized statement, and to w hich it is apportioned, and fo r no purpose in excess o f  the amount 
apportioned thereto.

History: (808) RL s 469; 1925 c 214

383.02 EMERGENCY FUND.
O n e  o f  the funds provided fo r in section 383.01 m ay be designated “ emergency fu n d ,”  

fro m  w hich no m oney shall be expended except in cases o f  actual emergency arising fro m  the 
exhaustion o f  some other designated fund b y unforeseen demands thereon, and then o n ly by 
the unanimous vote o f  the board authorizing such expenditure.

History: (809) R L s 470 ' '

383.03 WARRANT TO SHOW PURPOSE AND FUND.
In  each w arrant draw n b y  the county auditor on the county treasurer, the county auditor 

shall state the purpose fo r w hich it was issued and the fund fro m  w hich it is to be paid, w hich, 
in  all cases, shall be the fu n d upon w hich such warrant m ay be legally draw n. W h e n  a contract 
is awarded, the board shall, b y resolution, m ake an appropriation fo r its paym ent out o f  the 
proper fu n d . T h e  auditor shall thereupon draw a warrant on such fu n d , and charge the same 
thereto, and deliver it to the treasurer, w h o  shall forthw ith pay it b y  check, w hich shall be 
im m ediately endorsed b y  the auditor and returned to the treasurer. T h e  treasurer shall receipt 
fo r such w arrant, specifying the appropriation under a suitable nam e, and designating the
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purpose fo r w hich it has been made. T h e  auditor shall open a  special accoiiiit w ith  each aj> 
propriation b y crediting the amount to  such special account under the general, head o f  “ A p ­
propriation.” , ; . ... , : - T- - > ,, '■ , . ,. . ; j .> f ";

H is to r y :  (810) RL s 471; 1986 c 444 * '  ̂ ,

383.04 BALANCES, HOW DISPOSED OF.
W hen any part o f  the am ount payable on a contract fo r w hich such appropriation was 

made becomes due, and is allow ed b y  the cburity board, a Warrant Shall issue therefor^ and be 
charged b y  the county auditor to its specific; appropriation. A n y  balance iri aii appropriation 
account fo r w o rk completed and paid fo r w ithin the fiscal year shall be transferred b y  ttife 
auditor, b y  elim ination, back to the fund fro m  w hich it was appropriated. F o r  ariy sUch bal­
ance left after the expiration o f  the fiscal year, the auditor shall draw a warrant on title treasur­
er, w h o  shall, receipt fo r  the same; and credit the amount to' the county revenue f u n d .,

History: (811) RL s 472; 1986 c 444 -v, , ’

383.05 STATEMENTS BY AUDITOR.
A t  eachregular meeting o f  the county board the cotfftty :aliditor shall preseiit a state-5 

m ent, w hich shall fo rm  a part p f  the minutes o f  the'official’proceeding's, show ing the: appor­
tionments made to each fund fo r the various county purposes fo r the current year, together 
w ith the actual balances rernaining to the credit o f  each at the opening ofbusiness oh the first 
day o f  such morith, and the amount stiU uripaid ori account o f  coritracts or orders fo r supplies, 
m aterials, w o rk , labor, or services already made or entered into b y  the board, sd aS to  show1 
the preseritbalarice',' arid Also the balance wheri all apprbpriatioris fo r coritracts m^de'-iandor- 
ders given are deducted-. ■ '•" " ' i!- ' .  " '' °

History: (812) R L s 473 9;. ' ^  yup -" '

383.06 PAYMENT OF WARRANTS; ACCOUNTS; HOW KEPT. ^
S ubdivision 1 . Payment of warrants. T h e  county treasurer shall pay warrants o nly 

from  the furid fro m  w hich they Are legally payable: Pay ments under any special'contract shall 
be kept separate under the name o f  such contract, arid under the gerierAl title o f  the fu hd frbrir 
w hich such paym ent iriay be legally made. T h e  treasurer need not keep A specific appropri­
ations account separately, b u t shall keep a general Appropriatibris%ccbuht.j ‘ ! 31 1 -

S u bd. 2. [Renum bered 3 73 .0 1 subd 4 ] : ' -i .i, .; .'" -  . ■ .;
History: (813) RLs474; 1933 c 380; 1935 c 220 s 1; 1943 c 366 s 1; 1988 c 719. 

art 5 s 84; 1989 c 329 art 13 s 20; 1990 c 480 art 10 s 10; 1992 c 511 art 9 s 12; 1994 c 
614s 4; 1996c 471 art 3 s 54 ' !

383.07 TRANSFER TO SUSPENSE FUND. /rv- ' h;: '
: A l l  m oneys remaining unappropriated o r unexpended at the find o f  the fiscal year shall 

be transferred to a special furid, designated the “ suspense fu n d” : T h e  bbard shall specify the 
amburit^ i f  any, o f the “ suspense fu n d”  w hich shall be Apportipried On the first day o f  th e ; 
succeedirig fiscal year to the'differerit'furids in fhesariie maririer as the other revenues o f  th e ' 
county. T h e  total am ount so transferred, and the am ount previously estimated to be in such 
suspense fu n d, shall be included in the official minutes o f  the next regular m eeting o f  the 
board. T h e  amount that m ay be expended fo r any specific purpose during any one fiscal year 
shall no t, in any case, exceed the am ount apportioned fo r such purpose, and shall be paid on ly 
fro m  its appropriate fu n d.

History: (814) RL s 475; 1967 c 544 s 1

383.08 FILING WITH BOARD OF TAX LEVY.
Th e  county board shall prepare and file w ith  the board o f  tax le v y, or corresponding 

b o d y, i f  any, at its annual m eeting, the item ized statement and estimates hereinbefore re­
quired, and any amendment required b y such board o f tax le v y or corresponding bod y.

History: (815) RL s 476
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383.09 MAXIMUM TAX RATE.
I f  the m a xim u m  rate o f  taxation fo r the various purposes fo r w hich the county board are 

authorized to le v y taxes m entioned in the item ized statement, together w ith  the estimated 
am ount o f  all revenues o f  the county fo r the ensuing year, exclusive o f  those derived fro m  
taxation, and the am ount estimated to the credit o f  the suspense fund at the end o f  the fiscal 
year, does n o t, w hen all has been properly apportioned, equal the total am ount m entioned in 
the item ized statement, or amendment thereof, the county auditor shall reduce proportionate­
ly,th e  several funds m entioned in  the item ized statement, except that the items fo r sinking 
fu n d, bonds, iriterest on bonds,salaries, and other item s, the charges fo r w hich are fixe d  by 
law , shall remain at the fu ll am ount required b y law . ■

History: (816) R L s 477

383.10 ITEMIZED STATEMENT; EXPENDITURES, HOW LIMITED.
A t  the first regular meeting o f  the county board in N o ve m b e r b f  each year the.county 

auditor shall present to it, to be em bodied in its official proceedings, a statement show ing the 
several amounts included in the item ized statement, o r am endm ent thereof, i f  any, and in a 
parallel colum n the amounts o f  the several funds as they w ill be w hen the total tax levied fo r 
county purposes, as fm a lly.fixe d  and determined u po n, the am ount estimated to be in the sus­
pense fU nd, and the estimated am ount o f  all revenues o f  the county fo r the ensuing year, e x­
clusive o f  those derived fro m  taxation, have all been properly apportioned to the funds as in 
this chapter provided. T h e  aihounts so apportioned w ill show the sum permitted to be e x­
pended fo r each o f  the purposes specified in  the ite m ize d statement during, the next fiscal 
year;, but the am ount so permitted to be expended fo r each specified purpose shall in  no case 
exceed the am ount m entioned in the item ized statement or amendment thereof, , r

History: (817) RL s 478 _ i ■

383.11 MONEY EXPENDED ONLY AS SPECIFIED.
, A n y  contract entered into b y  the county board w hich; provides, fo r expenditures fo r a 

specific purpose during any fiscal year in  excess o f  the am ount apportioned therefor, and the 
voting o f  any m o n e y  fo r any specific pUrpose in excess.of the am ount specified therefor fo r 
any fiscal year, shall be vo id . T h e  board shall indicate, upon the minutes o f  its proceedings 
and in the official publication thereof, the fund fro m  w hich the claim  allow ed b y  it is to be 
paid, its am ount, to w h o m  payable, and the purpose and account fo r w hich it was incurred, 
and no such claim  shall be charged to o r paid fro m  any fu nd but that to w hich it legally be­
longs. ■ ;A' , '

History: (818) R L s 479 ' ? % v

383.12 EXCESSIVE EXPENDITURE; GROSS MISDEMEANOR.
A n y  county com missioner w h o  shall contract, vo te , o r bargain fo r the expenditure o f 

moriey fro m  a fu n d , the paym ent o f  w h ic h , including the am ount already contracted, v o t e d ,: 
o r appropriated, shall exceed in any fiscal year the am ount specifically apportioned to such 
fund at the beginning o f  such year, shall be gu ilty .o f a gross misdemeanor. , >

History: (819) RL s 480 ; ‘ ;
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