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125B.01 DEFINITIONS :
For the purpose of thrs chapter the terms defmed in sectlon 120A. 05 have the same
meanng. . :

History: Ex1959 ¢ 71 art: 2 s1; 1998 ¢ 397 art 11 s 3

125B.02 STATE GOALS FOR TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES IN EDUCATION
" The general framework outcomes for technology use in education are:

(1) all Minnesota educational institutions, libraries, and communities will have access
to local, state, and worldwide instructional resources databases;

(2) development of policies and procedures that assure instructional resource availabil-
ity to help students successfully achreve education excellence and state standards;

(3) databases are accessible within each district and on the Internet; and

(4) development of policies, procedures and systems that stimulate and promote teach-
er and student curriculum and learning collaboration.

History: 1Sp1995 c-3 art 12 5 2; 1998 ¢ 397 art 1 5 58

125B.05 COMPUTERIZED INFORMATION SYSTEM.

Subdivision 1. Information system. The department of children, families, and learning
shall develop and maintain a computerized information system for state information needs.

Subd. 2. Purposes. The purposes of the computerized information system shall be:

(a) To provide comparable and accurate educational information in a manner which 1s
timely and economical;

(b) To ensure accountability for state appropriations;

(¢) To collect data to assess the needs of learners and children;

(d) To provide school districts with an educational information system capabulity which
will meet school district management needs; and

(e) To provide for computerized analysis of educational information to meet the man-
agement needs of the state of Minnesota.

Subd. 3. Software development. The commissioner may charge school districts or
cooperative units for the actual cost of software development used by the district or coopera-
tive unit. Any amount received is annually appropriated to the department of children, fami-
lies, and learning for this purpose. A school district or cooperative unit may not implement a
payroll, student, or staff software system after June 30, 1994, until the system has been re-
viewed by the department to ensure that it provides the required data elements and format.

History: 1980 c 609 art 7 s 10; 1981 ¢ 193 s 1-3; 1981 ¢ 253 s 24; 1981 ¢ 358 art 5
§2; 1982 ¢ 424 5 130; 1983 ¢ 258 5°24; 1Sp1985c 12 art 7 59; 1987 ¢ 258 5 12; 1987 ¢
384 art2s ;1988 c486 s 11; 1989 ¢ 329 art 11 s 2—4; 1990 ¢ 562 art 8 5 9,10; 1991 c
265 art9s 15-17; 1993 c224 art 6 5 3; 1994 c 465 art2 s 1; 1994 c 647 art 6 s 1,
1Sp1995c3 art9s9; art 16 s 13; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 s 51

125B.07 DEPARTMENT DUTIES.

Subdivision 1. Data acquisition calendar. The department of children, families, and
learning shall maintain a current annual data acquisition calendar specifying the reports
which districts are required to provide to the department and the dates these reports are due.
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Subd. 2. Exemption from chapter 14. The. anrival data acquisition calendar and the
essential data elements are exempt from the Administrative Procedure Act.

Subd. 3. Data system. The department shall develop and operate a computerized data
system. The system shall include: (a) information required by federal or state law or rule; and
(b) information needed by the divisions of the department 1n order to disburse funds, to 1m-
plement research or special projects approved by the commussioner, and to meet goals or pro-
vide information required by the state board, the governor, the leﬂlslature or the federal gov—
ernment.

Subd. 4. Certification of software vendors. The commissioner shall maintain a list of
certified service providers for administrative data processing software and support. To be
certified, a service provider must provide the commissioner with a written statement identi-
fying software products and support functions that will be provided to.school districts and
stating its intent to meet state standards for software, data elements, edits, and support ser-
vices. The standards must ensure the quahty of the data reported to the state. The commis-
sioner must conduct regular training sessions for service providers on the standards. If a ser-
vice provider fails to meet the standards, the commuissioner must notify the service provider
of areas of noncompliance and assist the service provider in.correcting the problem. If-the
provider fails to comply with standards within two months of being notified of noncom-
pliance, the commissioner may remove the service provider from the list of certified provid-
ers. The commissioner may recertify a service provider when the commissioner determines
that the areas of noncomphance have been corrected.

Subd. 5. Information on certified service providers. The cbnunissioner must include
the list of certified service providers in the annual data valIlSIthIl calendar. The commis-
sioner must notify school dlstncts if a service provider i IS removed from the list and of the
areas of noncompliance.

Subd. 6. Essential data. The department shall maintain a list of essential data elements
which must be recorded and stored about each pupil, licensed and nonlicensed staff member,
and educational program. Each school district must provide the essential data to the depart-
ment 1n the form and format prescribed by the department.

Subd. 7. Contracting. The department may provide by contract for the techmcal sup-
port of and the development of applications softwate by a reg10na1 management information
center or by any other appropriate provider

History: 1980 ¢ 609 art 7 s 11; 1981 ¢ 253 s 25; 1982 ¢ 424 s 130; 1987 ¢ 398 art 7
5 14,15; 1991 ¢ 265 art 9 5 18-20; 1992 ¢ 499 art 6 5 1,2; 1993 ¢ 224 art 14 5 6;
15pl995c3art 95 10; art 165 13; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 5 51

125B.09 DEPARTMENT POWERS AND DUTIES DELEGATED.

The department may provide, by the delegation of powers and duties or by contract, for
the implementat: on and technical support of a computerized information reporting system,
1ncludmg the development of applications software pursuant to section 125B.05, subdivi-
sion 3, by any appropriate provider. i

History: 1980 ¢ 609 art 7 s 12; 1987 ¢ 258 5 3; 1990 ¢ 375 s 3 1991 c265art9s
21; 1Sp1995c 3 art 9 s 11; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 s 51; art 11 s 3

1258.11 REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSES FOR IMPROVING EDUCATION
TECHNOLOGY.

Subdivision 1. Establishment. The commissioner of chlldren -families, and learning
shall establish a grant program for regional clearinghouses for school districts. The grants
must be used to upgrade and refurbish computers that are donated to schools and provide
opportunuties for student involvement. The purposes of the enterprises are, to: )

(1) serve as centers where business or others may donate new or used computer and oth-
er technology for use by Minnesota schools;

(2) provide an opportunity for students to upgrade donated and existing school-owned
computers so that they are capable of being connected to the Internet and local networks; and

(3) provide a means of informing schools of available technology and distributing do-
nated and upgraded computers to schools for technology improvements in support of learn-
ing. . - :
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" Each clearinghouse must encourage opportunities for students to learn skills, including
the technical skills needed to retrofit and upgrade computers. The clearinghouse shall retain
the ability to review equipment for suitability and refuse equipment that does not meet the
standards or 18 not suitable for use in schools. At a minimum, all donated computers must be
surtable for upgrade so that the retrofitted computer can be connected to the Internet and a
-local computer petwork. =~ ., . . -

| Subd.:2. Grants. The commissioner shall establish procedures and develop forms for
applying for grantsunder this section. The grants may be used to purchase needed technolo-
gy for upgrading donated computers and other donated technology, for the cost of computer
-distribution, and for.the cost of 1nform1ng businesses and others about technology donations
tothe clearrnghouse The commissioner shall develop gurdehnes for the use and distribution
of any computers donated and up graded throu gh this grant program. "The commlss1oner may
establish priorities and prorate grants to match- approprlatrons for the grant program

History: 1996 ¢ 412 art 12 s I; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 5 51 3

125B.20 TELECOMMUNICATION ACCESS GRANT AND STATEWIDE COOR-
DINATION, *

' Subdrvrsron 1. Estabhshment purpose The) purpose of developmg astatewide school
d1str1ct telecommumcatrons network isto expand the availability of abroad range of courses
and degrees to students throughout the state, to’ share information resources to unprove ac-
cess, quahty, and efﬁ01ency, toi improve learning, and drstance cooperatrve learning opportu-
n1t1es and to promote the exchange of 1deas among students parents, teachers, media gen-
eralrsts hbranans and the’ pubhc In addrtIon through the development of this statewide
telecommumcatlons network emphas1z1ng cost—effectrve competitive connections, all
M1nnesotans will benefit by enhancmg access to telecommumcatlons technology through—
“out the state. Network connections for school districts'and pubhc libraries will be coordi-
nated and fully 1ntegrated into the exrsung state telecommunrcatrons and intéractive televi-
sion networks to achieve comprehierisive and efficient 1nterconnect1v1ty of school districts
and libraries to higher education institutions, state agencies, other governmental un1ts agen-
cies, and institutions throughoit Minnesota. A school district may apply to the commissioner
for a grant under subdivision 2, and a regional public library may apply under subdivision 3.
"Thie Minnesota education telecommunication council established n Laws 1995, First Spe-
cial Sessron chapter 3, drticle 12, section7, shall establish'priorities for awardrng ‘grants,
makrng grant awards, and be1ng responsrble for the coordrnatron of networks. - ‘

Subd 2, School dlstrlct telecommumcatlons grant {a) A school district T may apply
fora grant under this subd1v1sron to: (1) establish connections among school districts, and
between school districts and the state information infrastructure administered by the depart—
ment of administration under section 16B.465; or (2) if such a’connection meeting minimum
electronic connectivity standards is already established; enhance telecommunications ca-
pacity fora school district. The minimum standards of capacity are a 56 kilobyte data line and
768 kilobyte ITV connection, ‘subject to change based on thé'recommendations by the Min-
nesota education telecommunications council. A district may submit a'grant application for
- interactive television with higher capacity connections in order to maintain-multiple simulta-
neous connections. To ensure coordination among school districts, a.school district must
- submit its grant application to the council through an organization that coordinates the ap-
. ~plications and connections of at least ten school districts or through an exrstrng technology
cooperatrve

- (b) The application must, at a minimum, contain 1nformatron to document for each ap-
p11cant school district the following: . : o e .

(1) that the proposed connection meets the minimum standards and employs an open
‘network architecture that will .ensure 1nterconnect1v1ty and 1nteroperab111ty with other
education institutions and libraries;- o g

(2) that the proposed connection and system will be connected to the state 1nformat10n
< infrastructure through the department of administration under sect10n 16B. 465 and that a
network service'and management agreement is in place;, - -~ . -

"+ (3) that the proposed connection and system will be connected to the higher education
telecommunication network and that a governance agreement has been adopted which in-
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“cludes agreements between the school district system, a hi gher education regional council,
Iibraries, and coordinating entities;

(4) the telecommunication vendor selected to provide service from the dlstnct to a state
information infrastructare hub or to a more cost—effectwe connection po1nt to the state in-~
formation infrastructure; and

(5) other information, as determined by the commissioner in consultation with the
education telecommunications council, to ensure that connections are coordinated, meet
state standards and are cost—effectlve and that service is;provided in an efficient and cost—ef-
fective manner. ‘

(c) A school district may include, in its grant application, telecommunications access
for collaboration with nonprofit arts orgamzations for the purpose of educational programs,
or access for a secondary media center that: (1) is a member of a multitype library system; (2)
is open during periods of the year when classroom instruction is occurring; and (3) has li-
censed school media staff on site.

(d) The Minnesota education telecommunications councﬂ shall award grants and the
funds shall be dispersed by the commissioner. The highest priority for these grants shall be to
bring school districts up to the minimum connectivity standards. A grant to enhance telecom-
munications capacity beyond the minimum connectivity standards shall be no more than 75
percent of the maximum grant under this subdivision. Grant applications for minimum con-
nection and enhanced telecommunications capacity grants must be submitted to the commis-
sioner by a coordinating organization including, but not limited to, service cooperatives and
education districts. For the purposes of the grant, a school district may include a charter
school under section 124D.10, or the Faribault academies. Based on the award made by the
council, all grants under this subdivision shall be paid by the commissioner directly to a
school district (unless this application requests that.the funds be paid to the coordinating
agency). Nonpublic schools as defined 1n section 237.065, subdivision 2, located within the
district may access the network. The nonpublic school is responsible for actual costs for con-
nection from the school to the access site.

. (e) Money awarded under this section may be used only for the purposes explicitly
stated in the grant application.

Subd. 3. Regional library telecommunication grant. (a) A regional public library
system may apply for a telecommunication access grant. The grant must be used to create or
expand the capacity of electronic data access and connect the library system with the state
information infrastructure adtmmstered by the department of administration under section
16B.465. Connections must meet minimum system standards of a 56 kilobyte data line and
768 kilobyte ITV connection. To be eligible for a telecommunications access grant, a region-
al public library system must: (1) meet the level of local support required under section
134.34; and (2) be open at least 20 hours per week.

(b) Any grant award under this subdivision may not be used to substitute for any exist-
1ng local funds allocated to provide electronic access, or equipment for library staff or the
public, or local funds previously dedicated to other library operations.

(c) An application for a regional public library telecommunications access grant must,
at a minimum, contain information to document the following:

(1) that the connection meets the minimum standards and employs an open network ar-
chitecture that will ensure interconnectivity and interoperability with other libraries and the
educational system;

(2) that the connection is being established through the most cost-effective means and
that the public library has explored and coordinated connections through school districts or
other governmental agencies; =

(3) that the proposed connection and system w111 be connected to the state information
infrastructure through the department of administration under section 16B.465 and that a
network service and management agreement is in place; .

(4) that the proposed connection and system will be connected to the higher education
and to the school district telecommunication networks subject to a governance agreement
with one or more school districts and a higher education regional council specifying how the
system will be coordinated;
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(5) the telecommunication vendor selected to provide service from the library to a state
information infrastructure hub or through a more cost—effective connection point to the state
information infrastructure;:and i

(6) other information, as determmed by the commlsswner, to ensure that connections
are coordinated, meet state standards; are cost—effective, and that service is provided in an
efficient and cost—effective manner so that libraries throughout the state are connected in as
seamless a manner as technically possible.

Subd. 4. Award of grants. The council shall develop application fornis and procedures
for school district minimum connectivity grants, enhanced telecommunications grants, and
regional library telecommunlcatlon access grants. The councﬂ shall select the grant re01p1ent
and shall promptly notify dny applicant that is found notto be qualified. The commissioner
shall make the grant payments d1rect1y to the school district or regional library system. At the
request of the district, the commissioner may make the grant payment directly to the coordi-
nating organization. If appropnatlons are insufficient to fund all applications, the commis-
sioner shall first fully fund the minimum connect1v1ty grants. Unsuccessful apphcants may
reapply for a grant.

History: 1Sp1995c 3 art 12 s 4; ]996c4]2art12s23 1998 ¢ 359 5 ]7]8 1998
c397art1ls3 .

NOTE This section 1s repealed by Laws 1997, First Special Session chapter 4, article 9, section 13, effective July 1,1999
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