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471.59 JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 10, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 11. Joint powers board, (a) Two or more governmental units, through action of 
their governing bodies, by adoption of a joint powers agreement that complies with the provi
sions of subdivisions 1 to 5, may establish a joint board to issue bonds or obligations under 
any law by which any of the governmental units establishing the joint board may indepen
dently issue bonds or obligations and may use the proceeds of the bonds or obligations to 
carry out the purposes of die law under which the bonds or obligations are issued. A joint 
board established under this section may issue obligations and other forms of indebtedness 
only in accordance with express authority granted by the action of the governing bodies of 
the governmental units that established the joint board. Except as provided in paragraph (b), 
the joint board established under this subdivision must be composed solely of members of 
the governing bodies of the governmental unit that established the joint board. A joint board 
established under this subdivision may not pledge the full faith and credit or taxing power of 
any of the governmental units that established the joint board. The obligations or other forms 
of indebtedness must be obligations of the joint board issued on behalf of the governmental 
units creating the joint board. The obligations or other forms of indebtedness must be issued 
in the same manner and subject to the same conditions and limitations that would apply if the 
obligations were issued or indebtedness incurred by one of the governmental units that estab
lished the joint board, provided that any reference to a governmental unit in the statute, law, 
or charter provision authorizing the issuance of the bonds or the incurring of the indebtedness 
is considered a reference to the joint board. 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), one school district, one county, and one public 
health entity, through action of their governing bodies, may establish a joint board to estab
lish and govern a family services collaborative under section 121.8355. The school district, 
county, and public health entity may include other governmental entities at their discretion. 
The membership of a board established under this paragraph, in addition to members of the 
governing bodies of the participating governmental units, must include the representation 
required by section 121.8355, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), selected in accordance with sec
tion 121.8355, subdivision 1, paragraph (c). 

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), counties, school districts, and mental health entities, 
through action of their governing bodies, may establish a joint board to establish and govern 
a children's mental health collaborative under sections 245.491 to 245.496, or a collabora
tive established by the merger of a children's mental health collaborative and a family ser
vices collaborative under section 121.8355. The county, school district, and mental health 
entities may include other entities at their discretion. The membership of a board established 
under this paragraph, in addition to members of the governing bodies of the participating 
governmental units, must include the representation provided by section 245.493, subdivi
sion 1. 

[For text ofsubds 12 and 13, see M.S.1996] 

History: 7997 c 203 art 5 s 24 

471.617 SELF-INSURANCE OF EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1996] 
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Subd. 4. Exclusive representative, (a) No statutory or home rule charter city or county 
or school district or instrumentality of any of them shall adopt a self insured health benefit 
plan for any employees represented by an exclusive representative certified pursuant to sec
tion 179A. 12 without prior notification and consultation on ten days written notice to the ex
clusive representative and agreement by the exclusive representative that represents the larg
est number of employees to be included in the plan. 

(b) Prior to a decision to dissolve any self-insurance, trust fund, or dedicated insurance 
fund created by a single statutory or home rule charter city, county, school district, or instru
mentality of any of them, either by ordinance or resolution, the employer must provide 30 
days' written notice to each exclusive representative of employees and each individual cur
rently receiving health benefits, and also obtain approval for the proposed action by the ex
clusive representative that represents the largest number of employees included in the plan. 
All assets from the trust fund must be audited before closure, and remaining assets must be 
dedicated for use for health insurance benefits for all individuals currently receiving health 
benefits. This paragraph does not apply to joint self-insurance trusts or pools. 

(c) The assets or liabilities of a joint self-insurance trust or pool that is dissolved must be 
distributed to members of the joint trust or pool in accordance with the joint trust or pool 
agreement, if any. 

[For text ofsubds 4a to 6, see M.S.I996] 

History: 1997 c 117 s 1 

471.653 DISTRIBUTION OF CERTAIN FEDERAL PAYMENTS. 
Federal payment in lieu of taxes on entitlement lands made pursuant to United States 

Code, title 31, sections 6901 to 6906 must be transferred by a county to the home rule or statu
tory city or town where the entitlement land is located if the county board determines that the 
statutory or home rule city or town is the principal provider of one or. more governmental 
services affecting the use of entitlement lands and if the total annual federal payment to the 
county is $5,000 or more. The county board shall make its determination based on factors 
which must include: (1) whether the city or town has at least 60 acres of land within the en
titlement lands; (2) whether city or town roads are the primary access to the entitlement 
lands; and (3) whether the city or town provides one or more specific services to the entitle
ment lands such as fire protection, police protection, search and rescue services, or land use 
planning and official controls. 

The distribution of federal payment in lieu funds shall be made by the county board to a 
qualifying city or town in the proportion that the acreage of entitlement land located in each 
bears to the total acreage of entitlement land in the county. If more than 25 percent of entitle
ment acreage in a county is located in qualifying cities or towns, there shall be a pro rata re
duction in each qualifying city or town's share, so that only 30 percent of the total county 
payment is distributed. 

History: 1997 c 39 si 

471.705 MEETINGS OF GOVERNING BODIES; OPEN TO PUBLIC; EXCEP
TIONS. 

Subdivision 1. Presumption of openness, (a) Except as otherwise expressly provided 
by statute, all meetings, including executive sessions, of a state agency, board, commission, 
or department, when required or permitted by law to transact public business in a meeting, 
and die governing body of a school district however organized, unorganized territory, 
county, statutory or home rule city, town, or other public body, and of any committee, sub
committee, board, department, or commission of a public body must be open to the public, 
except meetings of the commissioner of corrections. The votes of the members of the state 
agency, board, commission, or department or of the governing body, committee, subcommit
tee, board, department, or commission on an action taken in a meeting required by this subdi
vision to be open to the public must be recorded in a journal kept for that purpose, and the 
journal must be open to the public during all normal business hours where records of the pub
lic body are kept. The vote of each member must be recorded on each appropriation of 
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money, except for payments of judgments, claims, and amounts fixed by statute. This section 
does not apply to a state agency, board, or commission when it is exercising quasi-judicial 
functions involving disciplinary proceedings. 

(b) A meeting governed by this subdivision may be conducted by interactive television 
so long as: 

(1) all members of the body participating in the meeting, wherever their physical loca
tion, can hear and see one another and can hear and see all discussion and testimony pres
ented at any location at which at least one member is present; 

(2) members of the public present at the regular meeting location of the body can hear 
and see all discussion and testimony and all votes of members of the body; 

(3) at least one member of the body is physically present at the regular meeting location; 
and 

(4) each location at which a member of the body is present is open and accessible to the 
public. 

(c) Each member of a body participating in a meeting by electronic means is considered 
present at the meeting for purposes of determining a quorum and participating in all proceed
ings. 

(d) If interactive television is used to conduct a meeting, to the extent practical, a public 
body shall allow a person to monitor the meeting electronically from a remote location. The 
body may require the person making such a connection to pay for documented marginal costs 
that the public body incurs as a result of the additional connection. 

(e) If interactive television is used to conduct a regular, special, or emergency meeting, 
the public body shall provide notice of the regular meeting location and notice of any site 
where a member of the public body will be participating in the meeting by interactive televi
sion. The timing and method of providing notice must be as described in subdivision lc. 

[For text ofsubds la to 3, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997 c 154 s 2 

471.831 MUNICIPALITY MAY FILE BANKRUPTCY PETITION. 
Subdivision 1. Any relief under bankruptcy code. A municipality, as defined in sub

division 2, may file a petition and seek any relief available to it under United States Code, title 
11, as amended through December 31,1996. 

Subd. 2. Municipality defined. In this section, "municipality" means a municipality as 
defined in United States Code, title 11, section 101, as amended through December 31,1996, 
but limited to a county, statutory or home rule charter city, or town; or a housing and redevel
opment authority, economic development authority, or rural development financing author
ity established under chapter 469, a home rule charter, or special law. 

History: 7997 c 148 s 1 

471.981 SELF-INSURANCE COVERAGE BY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4c, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 4d. Political subdivision bonds for insurance procurement, (a) Notwithstand
ing any limitations under section 475.52, or any other general or special law or charter to the 
contrary, a political subdivision may issue bonds or other obligations to purchase insurance 
coverage for employee health benefits, all or any part of the risks enumerated in subdivision 
1, and any risk which the political subdivision may insure under section 176.181, subdivision 
1. The obligations must be issued under chapter 475, except that no election is required. The 
obligations must mature in the years and amounts determined by the governing body, not ex
ceeding the lesser of three years or the term of the insurance contract purchased with the pro
ceeds of the obligations. 

(b) In addition to the permitted uses described in paragraph (a), proceeds of obligations 
issued under this subdivision may be used to establish a debt service reserve for the obliga-
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tions, to pay costs of issuing the obligations, or to refund obligations previously issued under 
this subdivision. 

(c) An issuer of obligations authorized under this subdivision may designate a bank or 
trust company authorized to exercise trust powers in this state as trustee for the holders of 
obligations issued pursuant to this subdivision and may create funds and accounts necessary 
to secure payment of the obligations. 

(d) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a levy to pay obligations issued under this 
subdivision is not a levy to pay bonded indebtedness or other debt levy that is exempt from 
levy limitations and the levy is subject to any otherwise applicable levy limits. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 6, see M.S. 1996] 

History: 1997 c 219 s 9 

471.9981 COUNTIES AND CITIES; PAY EQUITY COMPLIANCE. 
Subdivision 1.1988 report A home rule charter or statutory city or county, referred to 

in this section as a "governmental subdivision," that employs ten or more people and that did 
not submit a report according to repealed section 471.998, shall submit the report by October 
1, 1988, to the commissioner of employee relations. 

The plan for implementing equitable compensation for the employees must provide for 
complete implementation not later than December 31,1991, unless a later date has been ap
proved by the commissioner. If a report was filed before October 1,1987, and had an imple
mentation date after December 31,1991, the date in the report shall be approved by the com
missioner. The plan need not contain a market study. 

[For text ofsubds 5a to 7, see M.S. 1996] 

History: 1997 c 7 art Is 147 
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