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121.11 STATE BOARD. 
[For text ofsubds 5 to 7b, see M.S.]996] 

Subd. 7c. Results-oriented graduation rule, (a) The legislature is committed to estab­
lishing a rigorous, results-oriented graduation rule for Minnesota's public school students. 
To that end, the state board shall use its rulemaking authority under subdivision 7b to adopt a 
statewide, results-oriented graduation rule to be implemented starting with students begin­
ning ninth grade in the 1996-1997 school year. The board shall not prescribe in rule or other­
wise the delivery system or form of instruction that local sites must use to meet the require­
ments contained in this rule. 

(b) To successfully accomplish paragraph (a), the state board shall set in rule high aca­
demic standards for all students. The standards must contain the foundational skills in the 
three core curricular areas of reading, writing, and mathematics while meeting requirements 
for high school graduation. The standards must also provide an opportunity for students to 
excel by meeting higher academic standards through a profile of learning that uses curricular 
requirements to allow students to expand their knowledge and skills beyond the foundational 
skills. All state board actions regarding the rule must be premised on the following: 

(1) the rule is intended to raise academic expectations for students, teachers, and 
schools; 

(2) any state action regarding the rule must evidence consideration of school district au­
tonomy; and 

(3) the department of children, families, and learning, with the assistance of school dis­
tricts, must make available information about all state initiatives related to the rule to stu­
dents and parents, teachers, and the general public in a timely format that is appropriate, com­
prehensive, and readily understandable. 

(c) For purposes of adopting the rule, the state board, in consultation with the depart­
ment, recognized psychometric experts in assessment, and other interested and knowledge­
able educators, using the most current version of professional standards for educational test­
ing, shall evaluate the alternative approaches to assessment. 

(d) The content of the graduation rule must differentiate between minimum competen­
cies reflected in the basic requirements assessment and rigorous profile of learning stan­
dards. When fully implemented, the requirements for high school graduation in Minnesota 
must include both basic requirements and the required profile of learning. The profile of 
learning must measure student performance using performance-based assessments com­
piled over time that integrate higher academic standards, higher order thinking skills, and 
application of knowledge from a variety of content areas. The profile of learning shall in­
clude a broad range of academic experience and accomplishment necessary to achieve the 
goal of preparing students to function effectively as purposeful thinkers, effective communi­
cators, self-directed learners, productive group participants, and responsible citizens. 
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(e) The state board shall periodically review and report on the assessment process and 
student achievement with the expectation of raising the standards and expanding high school 
graduation requirements. 

(f) The state board shall report in writing to the legislature annually by January 15 on its 
progress in developing and implementing the graduation requirements according to the re­
quirements of this subdivision and section 123.97 until such time as all the graduation re­
quirements are implemented. 

[For text ofsubd 7d, see M.S. 1996] 

Subd. 7e. General education development tests rules. The state board may amend 
rules to reflect changes in the national minimum standard score for passing the General 
Education Development (GED) tests. 

Subd. 8. [Repealed, lSpl997 c 4 art 5 s 29] 

[For text ofsubds 9 to 14, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997cl si; 1997c 162art2s 11 

121.1113 STATEWIDE TESTING AND REPORTING SYSTEM. 
Subdivision 1. Statewide testing, (a) The commissioner, with advice from experts with 

appropriate technical qualifications and experience and stakeholders, shall include in the 
comprehensive assessment system, for each grade level to be tested, a single statewide 
norm-referenced or criterion-referenced test, or a combination of a norm-referenced and a 
criterion-referenced test, which shall be highly correlated with the state's graduation stan­
dards and administered annually to all students in the third, fifth, and eighth grades. The com­
missioner shall establish one or more months during which schools shall administer the tests 
to students each school year. The Minnesota basic skills tests in reading and mathematics 
shall fulfill students' eighth grade testing requirements. 

(b) In addition, at the secondary level, districts shall assess student performance in all 
required learning areas and selected required standards within each area of the profiles of 
learning. The testing instruments and testing process shall be determined by the commission­
er. The results shall be aggregated at the site and district level. The testing shall be adminis­
tered beginning in the 1999-2000 school year and thereafter. 

(c) The comprehensive assessment system shall include an evaluation of school site and 
school district performance levels during the 1997-1998 school year and thereafter using an 
established performance baseline developed from students' test scores under this section that 
records, at a minimum, students' unweighted mean test scores in each tested subject, a sec­
ond performance baseline that reports, at a minimum, the same unweighted mean test scores 
of only those students enrolled in the school by January 1 of the previous school year, and a 
third performance baseline that reports the same unweighted test scores of all students except 
those students receiving limited English proficiency instruction. The evaluation also shall 
record separately, in proximity to the performance baselines, the percentages of students who 
are eligible to receive a free or reduced price school meal, demonstrate limited English profi­
ciency, or are eligible to receive special education services. 

(d) In addition to the testing and reporting requirements under paragraphs (a), (b), and 
(c), the commissjoner, in consultation with the state board of education, shall include the fol­
lowing components in the statewide educational accountability and public reporting system: 

(1) uniform statewide testing of all third, fifth, eighth, and post-eighth grade students 
with exemptions, only with parent or guardian approval, from the testing requirement only 
for those very few students for whom the student's individual education plan team under sec­
tion 120.17, subdivision 2, determines that the student is incapable of taking a statewide test, 
or a limited English proficiency student under section 126.262, subdivision 2, if the student 
has been in the United States for fewer than 12 months and for whom special language barri­
ers exist, such as the student's native language does not have a written form or the district 
does not have access to appropriate interpreter services for the student's native language; 

(2) educational indicators that can be aggregated and compared across school districts 
and across time on a statewide basis; 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1997 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1997 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



33 STATE ADMINISTRATION; INTERSTATE COMPACT 121.15 

(3) students' scores on the American College Test; 
(4) participation in the National Assessment of Educational Progress so that the state 

can benchmark its performance against the nation and other states, and, where possible, 
against other countries, and contribute to the national effort to monitor achievement; and 

(5) basic skills and advanced competencies connecting teaching and learning to high 
academic standards, assessment, and transitions to citizenship and employment. 

(e) Districts must report exemptions under paragraph (d), clause (1), to the commission­
er consistent with a format provided by the commissioner. 

Subd. 2. Department of children, families, and learning assistance. The department 
of children, families, and learning shall contract for professional and technical services ac­
cording to competitive bidding procedures under chapter 16B for purposes of this section. 

Subd. 3. Reporting. The commissioner shall report test data publicly and to stakehold­
ers, including the three performance baselines developed from students' unweighted mean 
test scores in each tested subject and a listing of demographic factors that strongly correlate 
with student performance. The commissioner shall also report data that compares perform­
ance results among school sites, school districts, Minnesota and other states, and Minnesota 
and other nations. The commissioner shall disseminate to schools and school districts a more 
comprehensive report containing testing information that meets local needs for evaluating 
instruction and curriculum. 

History: 1997 c 138 s 1 

121.1115 SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY AND STATISTICAL ADJUSTMENTS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. la. Statewide testing. Each school year, all school districts shall give a uniform 
statewide test to students at specified grades to provide information on the status, needs and 
performance of Minnesota students. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1996] 

History: 7997 c 1 s2 

121.15 REVffiW AND COMMENT FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION. 
Subdivision 1. Consultation. A school district shall consult with the commissioner of 

children, families, and learning before developing any plans and specifications to construct, 
remodel, or improve the building or site of an educational facility for which the estimated 
cost exceeds $ 100,000. This consultation shall occur before a referendum for bonds, solicita­
tion for bids, or use of capital expenditure facilities revenue according to section 124A.22, 
subdivision 11, clause (2). The commissioner may require the district to participate in a man­
agement assistance plan before conducting a review and comment on the project. 

Subd. la. Project. The construction, remodeling, or improvement of a building or site 
of an educational facility at an estimated cost exceeding $ 100,000 is a project under section 
177.42, subdivision 2. 

Subd. lb. Indoor air quality resources; commissioner's role. As part of the consulta­
tion under subdivision 1, the commissioner shall provide each school district with informa­
tion concerning indoor air quality. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 5, see M.S. 1996] 

Subd. 6. Review and comment. A school district, a special education cooperative, or a 
cooperative unit of government, as defined in section 123.35, subdivision 19b, paragraph 
(d), must not initiate an installment contract for purchase or a lease agreement, hold a referen­
dum for bonds, nor solicit bids for new construction, expansion, or remodeling of an educa­
tional facility that requires an expenditure in excess of $400,000 per school site prior to re­
view and comment by the commissioner. A school board shall not separate portions of a 
single project into components to avoid the requirements of this subdivision. 
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Subd. 7. Information required. A school board proposing to construct a facility de­
scribed in subdivision 6 shall submit to the commissioner a proposal containing information 
including at least the following: 

(a) the geographic area proposed to be served, whether within or outside the boundaries 
of the school district; 

(b) the people proposed to be served, including census findings and projections for the 
next ten years of the number of preschool and school-aged people in the area; 

(c) the reasonably anticipated need for the facility or service to be provided; 
(d) a description of the construction in reasonable detail, including: the expenditures 

contemplated; the estimated annual operating cost, including the anticipated salary and num­
ber of new staff necessitated by the proposal; and an evaluation of the energy efficiency and 
effectiveness of the construction, including estimated annual energy costs; and a description 
of the telephone capabilities of the facility and its classrooms; 

(e) a description of existing facilities within the area to be served and within school dis­
tricts adjacent to the area to be served; the extent to which existing facilities or services are 
used; the extent to which alternate space is available, including other school districts, post-
secondary institutions, other public or private buildings, or other noneducation community 
resources; and the anticipated effect that the facility will have on existing facilities and ser­
vices; 

(f) the anticipated benefit of the facility to the area; 
(g) if known, the relationship of the proposed construction to any priorities that have 

been established for the area to be served; 
(h) the availability and manner of financing the facility and the estimated date to begin 

and complete the facility; 
(i) desegregation requirements that cannot be met by any other reasonable means; 
(j) the relationship of the proposed facility to the cooperative integrated learning needs 

of the area; 
(k) the effects of the proposed facility on the district's operating budget; 
(1) the level of collaboration at the facility between the district and other governmental 

or nonprofit entities; and 
(m) the extent to which the district has minimized administrative overhead among faci­

lities. 
Subd. 7a. Indoor air quality. A school board seeking a review and comment under this 

section must submit information demonstrating to the commissioner's satisfaction that: 
(1) indoor air quality issues have been considered; and 
(2) the architects and engineers designing the facility will have professional liability in­

surance. 

[For text ofsubds 8 and 9, see M.S. 1996] 

History: 7997 c 7 art 1 s 47; 1997 c 231 art 16 s 4; lSpl997 c 4 art 4 s 4-7 

121.1501 SCHOOL FACILITY COMMISSIONING. 
Subdivision 1. Application. This section applies to the installation or retrofitting of 

heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems for which review and comment of the pro­
ject under section 121.15 has been requested after July 1, 1997. 

Subd. 2. System inspector. For purposes of this section, system inspector means: 
(1) a Minnesota-licensed architect or engineer; or 
(2) properly qualified testing and balancing agency or individual. 
Subd. 3. Certification. Prior to occupying or reoccupying a school facility affected by 

this section, a school board or its designee shall submit a document prepared by a system 
inspector to the building official or to the commissioner, verifying that the facility's heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning system has been installed and operates according to design 
specifications. 
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Subd. 4. Occupancy. If the document submitted by the school board to the local build­
ing official or the commissioner does not demonstrate to that official's satisfaction that the 
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning system has been installed correctly or that the sys­
tem is not operating at a level to meet design specifications, the official or commissioner may 
allow up to one year of occupancy while the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning system 
is improved to a level that is considered satisfactory by the system inspector. 

History: lSpl997c4art4s8 

121.1601 OFFICE OF DESEGREGATION/INTEGRATION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 3. Advisory board. The commissioner shall establish an advisory board com­
posed of: 

(1) eight superintendents, each of whom shall be selected by the superintendents of the 
school districts located in whole or in part within each of the eight metropolitan districts es­
tablished under section 473.123, subdivision 3c; and 

(2) one person each selected by the Indian affairs council, the council on Asian-Pacific 
Minnesotans, the council on Black Minnesotans, and the council on affairs of Chicano/Lati­
no people. 

The advisory board shall advise the office on complying with the requirements under 
subdivision 1. The advisory board may solicit comments from teachers, parents, students, 
and interested community organizations and others. 

History: 1997 c 7 art 3 s3 

121.175 ADVERTISING ON SCHOOL BUSES. 
(a) The commissioner, through a competitive process, and with the approval of the 

school bus safety advisory committee may contract with advertisers regarding advertising on 
school buses. At a minimum, the contract must prohibit advertising and advertising images 
that: 

(1) solicit the sale of, or promote the use of, alcoholic beverages and tobacco products; 
(2) are discriminatory in nature or content; 
(3) imply or declare an endorsement of the product or service by the school district; 
(4) contain obscene material; 
(5) are false, misleading, or deceptive; or 
(6) relate to an illegal activity or antisocial behavior. 
(b) Advertisement must meet the following conditions: 
(1) the advertising attached to the school bus does not interfere with bus identification 

under section 169.441; and 
(2) the bus with attached advertising meets the school bus equipment standards under 

sections 169.4501 to 169.4504. 
(c) All buses operated by school districts may be attached with advertisements under the 

state contract. All school district contracts shall include a provision for advertisement. Each 
school district shall be reimbursed by the advertiser for all costs incurred by the district and 
its contractors for supporting the advertising program, including, but not limited to, retrofit­
ting buses, storing advertising, attaching advertising to the bus, and related maintenance. 

(d) The commissioner shall hold harmless and indemnify each district for all liabilities 
arising from the advertising program. Each district must tender defense of all such claims to 
the commissioner within five days of receipt. 

(e) All revenue from the contract shall be deposited in the general fund. 
History: lSpl997c4art 12si 

121.498 MINNESOTA CAREER INFORMATION SYSTEM. 
(a) The department of children, families, and learning, through the Minnesota career 

information system (MCIS), may provide career information to, including, but not limited 
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to, school districts and other educational organizations, employment and training services, 
human service agencies, libraries, and families. The department shall collect fees necessary 
to recover all expenditures related to the operation of the Minnesota career information sys­
tem. 

(b) Grants and other legislative funds may be accepted and used for the improvement or 
operation of the Minnesota career information system. All receipts shall be deposited in a 
special account in the special revenue fund that shall be carried over at the end of each fiscal 
year. The money in the account, along with any interest earned, is appropriated to the com­
missioner of children, families, and learning for the Minnesota career information system 
and must be for the sole use and benefit of the system. The department shall recognize that the 
Minnesota career information system operates under a self-supporting directive, and ac­
cordingly, must provide sufficient administrative latitude within the confines of law to.en-
able the system to operate effectively. 

History: lSpl997c4art3sl 

121.602 EDUCATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS PROGRAM. 
Subdivision 1. Program outcomes. The outcomes of the educational effectiveness pro­

gram are to: 
(1) increase meaningful parental involvement in site-based decision making; 
(2) improve results-oriented educational processes; 
(3) create flexible school-based organizational structures; and 
(4) improve student achievement. 
Subd. 2. Advisory task force; program implementation. The commissioner of chil­

dren, families, and learning shall develop and maintain a program of educational effective­
ness and results-oriented education. The commissioner may appoint an advisory task force 
to assist the department of children, families, and learning in developing an implementation 
program for providing staff development to school district staff in educational effectiveness. 
The program shall be based on established principles of instructional design and the essential 
elements of effective instruction as determined by educational research. The program shall 
take into account the diverse needs of the school districts due to such factors as district size 
and location. 

Subd. 3. [Repealed, ISp 1997 c 4 art 6 s 21] 
Subd. 4. Educational effectiveness staff development. The department of children, 

families, and learning shall provide assistance to the school districts in implementing an 
educational effectiveness program. The staff development shall be facilitated by building 
level decision-making teams. The staff development shall include clarification of individual 
school missions, goals, expectations, enhancement of collaborative planning and collegial 
relationships among the building staff, improvement of curriculum, assessment, instruction­
al and organizational skills, improvement of financial and management skills, and planning 
of other staff development programs. 

Subd. 5. [Repealed, lSpl997 c 4 art 6 s 21] 
History: !Spl997 c 4 art 6 s 4-6 

121.611 NONLICENSED COMMUNITY EXPERTS; VARIANCE. 
Subdivision 1. Authorization. Notwithstanding any law or state board of education 

rule to the contrary, the board of teaching may allow school districts or charter schools to hire 
nonlicensed community experts to teach in the public schools or charter schools on a limited 
basis according to this section. 

Subd. 2. Applications; criteria. The school district or charter school shall apply to the 
board of teaching for approval to hire nonlicensed teaching personnel from the community. 
In approving or disapproving the application for each community expert, the board shall con­
sider: 

(1) the qualifications' of the community person whom the district or charter school pro­
poses to employ; 
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(2) the reasons for the need for a variance from the teacher licensure requirements; 
(3) the district's efforts to obtain licensed teachers, who are acceptable to the school 

board, for the particular course or subject area or the charter school's efforts to obtain li­
censed teachers for the particular course or subject area; 

(4) the amount of teaching time for which the community expert would be hired; 
(5) the extent to which the district or charter school is utilizing other nonlicensed com­

munity experts under this section; 
(6) the nature of the community expert's proposed teaching responsibility; and 
(7) the proposed level of compensation to the community expert. 
Subd. 3. Approval of plan. The board of teaching shall approve or disapprove an ap­

plication within 60 days of receiving it from a school district or charter school. 

History: !Spl997 c 4 art 5 s 10 

121.615 MINNESOTA SCHOOL-TO-WORK STUDENT ORGANIZATION. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 2. Creation of foundation. There is created the Minnesota school-to-work stu­
dent organization foundation. The purpose of the foundation shall be to promote vocational 
student organizations and applied leadership opportunities in Minnesota public and nonpub­
lic schools through public-private partnerships. The foundation shall be a nonprofit organi­
zation. The board of directors of the foundation and activities of the foundation are under the 
direction of the state board of education. 

Subd. 3. Board of directors. The board of directors of the school-to-work student or­
ganization foundation shall consist of: 

(1) seven members appointed by the board of directors of the school-to-work student 
organizations and chosen so that each represents one of the following career areas: agricul­
ture, family and consumer sciences, service occupations, health occupations, marketing, 
business, and technical/industrial; 

(2) seven members from business, industry, and labor appointed by the governor to 
staggered terms and chosen so that each represents one of the following career areas: agricul­
ture, family and consumer sciences, service occupations, health occupations, marketing, 
business, and technical/industrial; 

(3) five students or alumni of school-to-work student organizations representing di­
verse career areas, three from secondary student organizations, and two from post-second­
ary student organizations. The students or alumni shall be appointed by the criteria and pro­
cess agreed upon by the executive directors of the student-to-work organizations; and 

(4) four members from education appointed by the governor to staggered terms and 
chosen so that each represents one of the following groups: school district level administra­
tors, secondary school administrators, middle school administrators, and post-secondary ad­
ministrators. 

Executive directors of vocational education student organizations are ex officio, non­
voting members of the board. 

[For text of subd 4, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 5. Powers and duties. The foundation may: 
(1) identify and plan common goals and priorities for the various school-to-work stu­

dent organizations in Minnesota; 
(2) publish brochures or booklets relating to the purposes of the foundation and collect 

reasonable fees for the publications; 
(3) seek and receive public and private money, grants, and in-kind services and goods 

from nonstate sources for the purposes of the foundation, without complying with section 
7.09, subdivision 1; 

(4) contract with consultants on behalf of the school-to-work student organizations; 
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(5) plan, implement, and expend money for awards and other forms of recognition for 
school-to-work student programs; and 

(6) identifying an appropriate name for the foundation. 
Subd. 6. Contracts. The foundation board shall review and approve each contract of the 

board. Each contract of the foundation board shall be subject to the same review and approval 
procedures as a contract of the state board of education. 

Subd. 7. Foundation staff. The state board of education shall appoint the executive di­
rector of the foundation from three candidates nominated and submitted by the foundation 
board of directors and, as necessary, other staff who shall perform duties and have responsi­
bilities solely related to the foundation. The employees appointed are not state employees 
under chapter 43A, but are covered under section 3.736. The employees may participate in 
the state health and state insurance plans for employees in unclassified service. The em­
ployees shall be supervised by the executive director. 

The commissioner shall appoint from the office of lifework development a liaison to the 
foundation board. 

Subd. 8. Public funding. The state shall identify and secure appropriate funding for the 
basic staffing of the foundation and individual student school-to-work student organiza­
tions at the state level. 

Subd. 9. Private funding. The foundation shall seek private resources to supplement 
the available public money. Individuals, businesses, and other organizations may contribute 
to the foundation in any manner specified by the board of directors. All money received shall 
be administered by the board of directors. 

Subd. 10. Report. The board of directors of the foundation shall submit an annual report 
on the progress of its activities to the state board of education and to the board of trustees of 
the Minnesota state colleges and universities. The annual report shall contain a financial re­
port for the preceding year. The foundation shall submit a biennium report to the legislature 
before February 15, in the odd-numbered year. 

[For text ofsubds 11 and 12, see M.S.1996] 

History: lSpl997 c 4 art 3 s 2-9 
121.703 [Repealed, 1995 c 131 s 3 subd 3; lSpl995 c 3 art 4 s 31] 

NOTE: Subdivision 3 was also amended by Laws 1997, First Special Session chapter 4, article 3, section 10, to read as fol­
lows: 

"Subd. 3. Duties, (a) The commission shall: 

(1) develop, with the assistance of the governor, the commissioner of children, families, and learning, and affected state agen­
cies, a comprehensive state plan to provide services under sections 121.701 to 121.710 and federal law; 

(2) actively pursue public and private funding sources for services, including funding available under federal law; 

(3) coordinate volunteer service-learning programs within the state; 

(4) develop, in cooperation with the workforce development council and the commissioner of children, families, and learn­
ing, volunteer service-learning programs, including curriculum, materials, and methods of instruction; 

(5) work collaboratively with the workforce development council, the commissioner of children, families, and learning, 
schools, public and private agencies, for-profit and nonprofit employers, and labor unions to identify mentoring and service-learn­
ing opportunities, solicit and recruit participants for these programs, and disseminate information on the programs; 

(6) administer the youth works grant program under sections 121.704 to 121.709, with assistance from the commissioner of 
children, families, and learning and the executive director of the highereducation services office, including soliciting and approving 
grant applications from eligible organizations, and administering individual postservice benefits; 

(7) establish an evaluation plan for programs developed and services provided under sections 121.701 to 121.710; 

(8) report to the governor, commissioner of children, families, and learning, and legislature; 

(9) provide oversight and support for school, campus, and community-based service programs; and 

(10) administer the federal AmeriCorps program. 

(b) Nothing in sections 121.701 to 121.710 precludes an organization from independently seeking public or private funding 
to accomplish purposes similar to those described in paragraph (a). 

(c) The commissioner of children, families, and learning shall consult with commission members before the commissioner 
selects the executive director for the commission, who shall serve in the unclassified service." 

121.831 LEARNING READINESS PROGRAMS. 
[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1996] 
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Subd. 3. Program eligibility. A learning readiness program shall include the follow­
ing: 

(1) a comprehensive plan to anticipate and meet the needs of participating families by 
coordinating existing social services programs and by fostering collaboration among agen­
cies or other community-based organizations and programs that provide a full range of flex­
ible, family-focused services to families with young children; 

(2) a development and learning component to help children develop appropriate social, 
cognitive, and physical skills, and emotional well-being; 

(3) health referral services to address children's medical, dental, mental health, and 
nutritional needs; 

(4) a nutrition component to meet children's daily nutritional needs; 
(5) parents' involvement in meeting children's educational, health, social service, and 

other needs; 
(6) community outreach to ensure participation by families who represent the racial, 

cultural, and economic diversity of the community; 
(7) community-based staff and program resources, including interpreters, that reflect 

the racial and ethnic characteristics of the children participating in the program; and 
(8) a literacy component to ensure that the literacy needs of parents are addressed 

through referral to and cooperation with adult basic education programs and other adult liter­
acy programs. 

Subd. 4. Program characteristics. Learning readiness programs are encouraged to: 
(1) prepare an individualized service plan to meet each child's developmental and 

learning needs; 
(2) provide parent education to increase parents' knowledge, understanding, skills, and 

experience in child development and learning; 
(3) foster substantial parent involvement that may include having parents develop cur­

riculum or serve as a paid or volunteer educator, resource person, or other staff;. 
(4) identify the needs of families in the content of the child's learning readiness and fam­

ily literacy; 
(5) expand collaboration with public organizations, businesses, nonprofit organiza­

tions, or other private organizations to develop a coordinated system of flexible, family-fo­
cused services available to anticipate and meet the full range of needs of all eligible children 
and their families; 

(6) coordinate treatment and follow-up services for children's identified physical and 
mental health problems; 

(7) offer transportation for eligible children and their families for whom other forms of 
transportation are unavailable or would constitute an excessive financial burden; 

(8) make substantial outreach efforts to assure significant participation by families with 
the greatest needs, including those families whose income level does not exceed the most 
recent update of the poverty guidelines required by sections 652 and 673(2) of the Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Public Law Number 97-35); 

(9) use community-based, trained home visitors serving as paraprofessionals to pro­
vide social support, referrals, parent education, and other services; 

(10) create community-based family resource centers and interdisciplinary teams; and 
(11) enhance the quality of family or center-based child care programs by providing 

supplementary services and resources, staff training, and assistance with children with spe­
cial needs. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 13, see M.S.J996] 

History: 7997 c 762 art 7 s 3,4 

121.8355 FAMILY SERVICES AND COMMUNITY-BASED COLLABORATIVES. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment, (a) In order to qualify as a family services collaborative, 

a minimum of one school district, one county, one public health entity, one community action 
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agency as defined in section 268.53, and one Head Start grantee if the community action 
agency is not the designated federal grantee for the Head Start program must agree in writing 
to provide coordinated family services and commit resources to an integrated fund. Collabo-
ratives are expected to have broad community representation, which may include other local 
providers, including additional school districts, counties, and public health entities, other 
municipalities, public libraries, existing culturally specific community organizations, tribal 
entities, local health organizations, private and nonprofit service providers, child care pro­
viders, local foundations, community-based service groups, businesses, local transit autho­
rities or other transportation providers, community action agencies under section 268.53, 
senior citizen volunteer organizations, parent organizations, parents, and sectarian organiza­
tions that provide nonsectarian services. 

(b) Members of the governing bodies of political subdivisions involved in the establish­
ment of a family services collaborative shall select representatives of the nongovernmental 
entities listed in paragraph (a) to serve on the governing board of a collaborative. The govern­
ing body members of the political subdivisions shall select one or more representatives of the 
nongovernmental entities within the family service collaborative. 

Subd. la. [Repealed, 1997 c 162 art 1 s 19] 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 7, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997 c 162 art 4 s 58 

121.88 COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROGRAMS; ADVISORY COUNCIL. 
Subdivision 1. Authorization. Each school board may initiate a community education 

program in its district and provide for the general supervision of the program. Each board 
may, as it considers appropriate, employ community education staff to further the purposes 
of the community education program. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 2a. Community education director, (a) Except as provided under paragraphs 
(b) and (c), each board shall employ a licensed community education director. The board 
shall submit the name of the person who is serving as director of community education under 
this section on the district's annual community education report to the commissioner. 

(b) A board may apply to the commissioner under Minnesota Rules, part 3512.3500, 
subpart 9, for authority to use an individual who is not licensed as a community education 
director. 

(c) A board of a district with a total population of 2,000 or less may identify an employee 
who holds a valid Minnesota principal or superintendent license under Minnesota Rules, 
chapter 3512, to serve as director of community education. To be eligible for an exception 
under this paragraph, the board shall certify in writing to the commissioner that the district 
has not placed a licensed director of community education on unrequested leave. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 9, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 10. Extended day programs, (a) A school board may offer, as part of a commu­
nity education program, an extended day program for children from kindergarten through 
grade 6 for the purpose of expanding students' learning opportunities. A program must in­
clude the following: 

(1) adult supervised programs while school is not in session; 
(2) parental involvement in program design and direction; 
(3) partnerships with the K-l 2 system, and other public, private, or nonprofit entities; 

and 
(4) opportunities for trained secondary school pupils to work with younger children in a 

supervised setting as part of a community service program. 
(b) The district may charge a sliding fee based upon family income for extended day 

programs. The district may receive money from other public or private sources for the ex-
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tended day program. The school board of the district shall develop standards for school age 
child care programs. Districts with programs in operation before July 1,1990, must adopt 
standards before October 1,1991. All other districts must adopt standards within one year 
after the district first offers services under a program authorized by this subdivision. The 
state board of education may not adopt rules for extended day programs. 

(c) The district shall maintain a separate account within the community services fund 
for all funds related to the extended day program. 

History: 1997 c 162 art 2 s 12-14 

121.882 EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 
[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 2. Program characteristics. Early childhood family education programs are 
programs for children in the period of life from birth to kindergarten, for the parents of such 
children, and for expectant parents. The programs may include the following: 

(1) programs to educate parents about the physical, mental, and emotional development 
of children; 

(2) programs to enhance the skills of parents in providing for their children's learning 
and development; 

(3) learning experiences for children and parents that promote children's development; 
(4) activities designed to detect children's physical, mental, emotional, or behavioral 

problems that may cause learning problems; 
(5) activities and materials designed to encourage self-esteem, skills, and behavior that 

prevent sexual and other interpersonal violence; 
(6) educational materials which may be borrowed for home use; 
(7) information on related community resources; 
(8) programs to prevent child abuse and neglect; 
(9) other programs or activities to improve the health, development, and learning readi­

ness of children; or 
(10) activities designed to maximize development during infancy. 
The programs shall not include activities for children that do not require substantial in­

volvement of the children's parents. The programs shall be reviewed periodically to assure 
the instruction and materials are not racially, culturally, or sexually biased. The programs 
shall encourage parents to be aware of practices that may affect equitable development of 
children. 

[For text ofsubds 2a to 9, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997 c 162 art 1 s 5 

121.904 REVENUE; REPORTING. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 4a. Levy recognition, (a) "School district tax settlement revenue" means the cur­
rent, delinquent, and manufactured home property tax receipts collected by the county and 
distributed to the school district, including distributions made pursuant to section 279.37, 
subdivision 7, and excluding the amount levied pursuant to section 124.914, subdivision 1. 

(b) In June of each year, the school district shall recognize as revenue, in the fund for 
which the levy was made, the lesser of: 

(1) the May, June, and July school district tax settlement revenue received in that calen­
dar year; or 

(2) the sum of the state aids and credits enumerated in section 124.155, subdivision 2, 
which are for the fiscal year payable in that fiscal year plus an amount equal to the levy recog­
nized as revenue in June of the prior year plus 31 percent of the amount of the levy certified in 
the prior calendar year according to section 124A.03, subdivision 2; or 
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(3)(i) 7.0 percent of the lesser of the amount of the general education levy certified in the 
prior calendar year according to section 124A.23, subdivision 2, or the difference between 
the amount of the total general fund levy certified in the prior calendar year and the sum of the 
amounts certified in the prior calendar year according to sections 124A.03, subdivision 2; 
124.315, subdivision 4; 124.912, subdivisions 1, paragraph (2), 2, and 3; 124.916, subdivi­
sions 1, 2, and 3, paragraphs (4), (5), and (6); and 124.918, subdivision 6; plus 

(ii) 31 percent of the referendum levy certified in the prior calendar year according to 
section 124A.03, subdivision 2; plus 

(iii) the entire amount of the levy certified in the prior calendar year according to sec­
tions 124.315, subdivision 4; 124.912, subdivisions 1, paragraph (2), 2, and 3; 124.916, sub­
divisions 1, 2, and 3, paragraphs (4), (5), and (6); and 124.918, subdivision 6. 

(c) In July of each year,' the school district shall recognize as revenue that portion of the 
school district tax settlement revenue received in that calendar year and not recognized as 
revenue for the previous fiscal year pursuant to clause (b). 

(d) All other school district tax settlement revenue shall be recognized as revenue in the 
fiscal year of the settlement. Portions of the school district levy assumed by the state, includ­
ing prior year adjustments and the amount to fund the school portion of the reimbursement 
made pursuant to section 273.425, shall be recognized as revenue in the fiscal year beginning 
in the calendar year for which the levy is payable. 

[For text ofsubd 4c, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 4d. [Repealed, 1997 c 231 art 9 s 6;lSpl997 c 4 art 1 s 63] 

[For text ofsubds 11 to 14, see M.S.1996] 

History: lSpl997 c4urtl s2 

121.912 PERMANENT FUND TRANSFERS. 
Subdivision 1. Limitations. Except as provided in this subdivision, sections 121.9121, 

123.36,475.61, and 475.65, a school district may not permanently transfer money from (1) 
an operating fund to a nonoperating fund; (2) a nonoperating fund to another nonoperating 
fund; or (3) a nonoperating fund to an operating fund. Permanent transfers may be made from 
any fund to any other fund to correct for prior fiscal years' errors discovered after the books 
have been closed for that year. Permanent transfers may be made from the general fund to any 
other operating funds according to section 123.7045 or if the resources of the other fund are 
not adequate to finance approved expenditures from that other fund. Permanent transfers 
may also be made from the general fund to eliminate deficits in another fund when that other 
fund is being discontinued. When a district discontinues operation of a district-owned bus 
fleet or a substantial portion of a fleet, the balance shall cancel to the district's general fund. 

[For text ofsubds la to 6, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 7. [Repealed, lSpl997 c 4 art 1 s 63] 

History: 1997 c 7art Is 48 
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