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CHAPTER 103C 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

103C.301 Initial election of supervisors. 103C.401 Board of water and soil resources. 
103C.30S General election of supervisors. 103C.S01 Cost-sharing contracts for erosion 
I03C.31I Formation of supervisor districts. control and water management. 
103C.315 Supervisors. 

103C.301 INITIAL ELECTION OF SUPERVISORS. 
Subdivision 1. Nominating petitions. Within 30 days after the date that the secretary of 

state issues a certificate of organization of a district, or during additional time as the state 
board may allow, nominating petitions may be filed with the state board nominating legal 
voters as candidates for election as supervisors. Three supervisors shall be elected for terms 
to expire on December 31 following the second general election after their initial election. 
Each petition must be signed by one or more legal voters of the district. If a person signs peti­
tions nominating more than three candidates, the signature may not be counted on any peti­
tion. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 5, see M.S. J996] 

Subd. 6. Elected supervisor term. Except to fill a vacancy or for initial elections, su­
pervisors shall be elected for four-year terms. 

History: 1997 c 173 s 1,2 

103C.305 GENERAL ELECTION OF SUPERVISORS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1996] 

Subd. 6. Vacancy, (a) If a vacancy occurs in the office of an elected supervisor more 
than 56 days before the next state primary, the district board shall fill the vacancy by appoint­
ment. The supervisor appointed shall hold office until December 31 following the next gen­
eral election. A successor shall be elected at the general election following the appointment 
and hold office for the remainder of the term or for the next regular term, whichever is ap­
propriate. 

(b) If a vacancy occurs less than 56 days before the next state primary, the district board 
shall fill the vacancy by appointment. The appointed supervisor shall hold office until the 
expiration of the term or until December 31 following the second succeeding general elec­
tion, whichever is shorter. A successor shall be elected at the general election preceding ex­
piration of the appointed term and hold office for the remainder of the term or for the next 
regular term, whichever is appropriate. 

History: 1997 c 173 s 3 

103C.311 FORMATION OF SUPERVISOR DISTRICTS. 
Subdivision 1. Supervisors elected at large, (a) The district board, after the initial elec­

tion has been held, shall, with the approval of the state board, divide a district into five super­
visor districts for purposes of nomination for election. At each election after the division, one 
or more supervisors shall be nominated from each supervisor district. 

(b) If the boundary of a soil and water conservation district has been substantially 
changed by a division of the district, the district shall be divided into five supervisor districts 
for nomination purposes. 

(c) This subdivision does not disqualify a supervisor during the term for which the su­
pervisor was elected or nominated for election. Supervisors nominated from the supervisor 
districts shall be included on the ballot for election from the entire area included in the soil 
and water conservation district. 

(d) A certified copy of the minutes or the resolution of the supervisors establishing su­
pervisor districts must be promptly filed by the chair of the district board with the county 
auditor of the counties where the district is located and with the state board. 
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103C.311 SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 46 

Subd. 2. Supervisors elected by districts, (a) In the counties of Ramsey and Washing­
ton, the district board, with the approval of the state board, may by resolution provide that 
supervisors will be elected by supervisor districts as provided in this subdivision. 

(b) The supervisor districts must be composed of precincts established by county and 
municipal governing bodies under section 204B.14. The districts must be compact, include 
only contiguous territory, and be substantially equal in population. The districts must be 
numbered in a regular series. The districts must be drawn by the county board of the county 
containing the largest area of the soil and water conservation district, in consultation with the 
district board and with the approval of the state board. The boundaries of the districts must be 
redrawn after each decennial federal census as provided in section 204B.135. A certified 
copy of the resolution establishing supervisor districts must be filed by the chair of the dis­
trict board with the county auditor of the counties where the soil and water conservation dis­
trict is located, with the state board, and with the secretary of state at least 30 days before the 
first date candidates may file for the office of supervisor. 

(c) Each supervisor district is entitled to elect one supervisor. A supervisor must be a 
resident of the district from which elected. 

(d) The district board shall provide staggered terms for supervisors elected by district. 
After each redisricting, there shall be a new election of supervisors in all the districts at the 
next general election, except that if the change made in the boundaries of a district is less than 
five percent of the average population of all the districts, the supervisor in office at the time of 
the redistricting shall serve for the full term for which elected. The district board shall deter­
mine by lot the seats to be filled for a two-year term, a four-year term, and a six-year term. 

History: 7997 c 130 s 1; 1997 c 173 s 4 

103C.315 SUPERVISORS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1996] 

Subd. 2. Terms. The two supervisors appointed by the state board upon the establish­
ment of a district shall serve terms ending on December 31 following the next general elec­
tion after their appointment. Their successors shall be elected for terms of four years. 

A supervisor shall hold office until a successor is elected or appointed and has qualified. 
Vacancies in the office of supervisor appointed by the state board shall be filled by the state 
board. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 6, see M.S. 1996] 

History: 1997 c 173 s 5 

103C.401 BOARD OF WATER AND SOIL RESOURCES. 
Subdivision 1. Powers and duties. In addition to the powers and duties of the state 

board provided by other law, the state board shall: 
(1) offer to assist the district boards to implement their programs; 
(2) keep the district boards of the state informed of the activities and experience of other 

districts and facilitate cooperation and an interchange of advice and experience among the 
districts; 

(3) coordinate the programs and activities of the districts with appropriate agencies by 
advice and consultation; 

(4) approve or disapprove the plans or programs of districts relating to the use of state 
funds administered by the state board; 

(5) secure the cooperation and assistance of agencies in the work of the districts and 
develop a program to advise and assist appropriate agencies in obtaining state and federal 
funds for erosion, sedimentation, flooding, and agriculturally related pollution control pro­
grams; 

(6) develop and implement a public information program concerning the districts' acti­
vities and programs, the problems and preventive practices relating to erosion control, sedi-
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mentation, agriculturally related pollution, flood prevention, and the advantages of forma­
tion of districts in areas where their organization is desirable; 

(7) divide and consolidate districts without a hearing or a referendum to confine dis­
tricts within county limits, without allowing a district, if feasible and practicable, to contain 
less than four full or fractional congressional townships; 

(8) assist the statewide program to inventory and classify the types of soils in the state as 
determined by the Minnesota cooperative soil survey; 

(9) identify research needs and cooperate with other public agencies in research con­
cerning the nature and extent of erosion, sedimentation, flooding and agriculturally related 
pollution, the amounts and sources of sediment and pollutants delivered to the waters of the 
state, and long-term soil productivity; 

(10) develop structural, land use management practice, and other programs to reduce or 
prevent soil erosion, sedimentation, flooding, and agriculturally related pollution; 

(11) develop a system of priorities to identify the erosion, flooding, sediment, and agri­
culturally related pollution problem areas that most need control systems; and 

(12) ensure compliance with statewide programs and policies established by the state 
board by advice, consultation, and approval of grant agreements with the districts. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997 c 109 s 2 

103C.501 COST-SHARING CONTRACTS FOR EROSION CONTROL AND WA­
TER MANAGEMENT. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 6. Rules, (a) The state board shall adopt rules prescribing: 
(1) procedures and criteria for allocating funds for cost-sharing contracts; 
(2) standards and guidelines for cost-sharing contracts; 
(3) the scope and content of district comprehensive plans, plan amendments, and annual 

work plans; 
(4) standards and methods necessary to plan and implement a priority cost-sharing pro­

gram, including guidelines to identify high priority erosion, sedimentation, and water quality 
problems; 

(5) the share of the cost of conservation practices to be paid from cost-sharing funds; 
and 

(6) requirements for districts to document their efforts to identify and contact land occu­
piers with high priority erosion problems. 

(b) The rules may provide that cost-sharing may be used for farmstead windbreaks and 
shelterbelts for the purposes of energy conservation and snow protection. 

History: 1997 c 216 s 91 
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