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TORT LIABILITY; GOOD SAMARITANS;
CHARITABLE AND PUBLIC BENEFIT ACTIVITIES

604A.01  Good Samaritan law. 604A.10  Liability of food donors.
604A.015  School bus driver immunity from
liability.

604A.01 GOOD SAMARITAN LAW,
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 2. General immunity from liability. (a) A person who, without compensation or
the expectation of compensation, renders emergency care, advice, or assistance at the scene
of an emergency or during transit to a location where professional medical care can be ren-
dered, is not liable for any civil damages as a result of acts or omissions by that person in
rendering the emergency care, advice, or assistance, unless the person acts in a willful and
wanton or reckless manner in providing the care, advice, or assistance. This subdivision does
not apply to a person rendering emergency care, advice, or assistance during the course of
regular employment, and receiving compensation or expecting to receive compensation for
rendering the care, advice, or assistance.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the scene of an emergency is an area outside the
confines of a hospital or other institution that has hospital facilities, or an office of a person
licensed to practice one or more of the healing arts under chapter 147, 147A, 148, 150A, or
153. The scene of an emergency includes areas threatened by or exposed to spillage, seepage,
fire, explosion, or other release of hazardous materials, and includes ski areas and trails.

(c) For the purposes of this section, “person” includes a public or private nonprofit vol-
unteer firefighter, volunteer police officer, volunteer ambulance attendant, volunteer first
provider of emergency medical services, volunteer ski patroller, and any partnership, corpo-
ration, association, or other entity.

(d) For the purposes of this section, “compensation™ does not include payments, reim-
bursement for expenses, or pension benefits paid to members of volunteer organizations.

History: /1995¢205art2s 8

604A.015 SCHOOL BUS DRIVER IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY.

A school bus driver who, while on duty, provides emergency care, advice, or assistance
at the scene of an emergency or during transit to a location where professional medical care
can be rendered, is not liable in ordinary negligence, for any civil damages as a result of acts
or omissions to the person to whom assistance is rendered by the school bus driver in render-
ing the emergency care, advice, or assistance. For the purposes of this section, the scene of an
emergency is an area outside the confines of a hospital or other institution that has hospital
facilities, or an office of a person licensed to practice one or more of the healing arts under
chapter 147, 148, 150A, or 153.

History: /Spl995c¢ 3 art2s 48

604A.10 LIABILITY OF FOOD DONORS.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) For the purposes of this section, the following terms
have the meanings given them.

(b) “Distressed food™ means, in addition to the definition in section 31.495, certain per-
ishable foods, as defined in section 28A.03, that may not be readily marketable due to ap-
pearance, freshness, grade, surplus, or other considerations and are not suspect of having
been rendered unsafe or unsuitable for food use and are adequately labeled.

(c) “Food bank™ means a surplus food collection and distribution system operated and
established to assist in bringing donated food to nonprofit charitable organizations and indi-
viduals for the purpose of reducing hunger and meeting nutritional needs.
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(d) “Food facility™ means:

(1) arestaurant, food establishment, grocery store, delicatessen, convenience store, ve-
hicle, vending machine, produce stand, temporary food facility, satellite food distribution
facility, stationary mobile food preparation unit, or mobile food preparation unit;

(2) a place used in conjunction with the operations described in clause (1), including,
but not limited to, storage facilities for food-related utensils, equipment, and materials; or

(3) a farmers’ market.

(e) “Nonprofit charitable organization” means an organization that is incorporated un-
der the Minnesota nonprofit corporation act and is operating for charitable purposes.

[For text of subds 2 t0 5, see M.S.1994]
History: /995¢ 1095 2
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