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CHAPTER 3A 

LEGISLATORS' RETIREMENT 

3A.02 

3A.01 Definitions. 
3A.02 Retirement allowance. 
3A.04 Survivor benefit. 

3A.01 DEFINITIONS. 

3A.10 One term of service being a certain 
time. 

3A. 11 Participation in Minnesota 
postretiremen! investment fund. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 6a, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 7. Average monthly salary. "Average monthly salary" means the average of the 
member's highest five successive years of salary received as a member of the legislature and 
upon which the member has made contributions under section 3A.03, subdivision 1, pay­
ments for past service under section 3A.02, subdivision 2, or payments in lieu of contribu­
tions under Minnesota Statutes 1992, section 3A.031, prior to July 1, 1994. 

[For text of subd 8, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 186 s 1 

3A.02 RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE. 
Subdivision 1. Qualifications, (a) A former legislator is entitled, upon written applica­

tion to the director, to receive a retirement allowance monthly, if the person: 
(1) has served at least six full years, without regard to the application of section 3 A. 10, 

subdivision 2, or has served during all or part of four regular sessions as a member of the 
legislature, which service need not be continuous; 

(2) has attained the normal retirement age; 
(3) has retired as a member of the legislature; and 
(4) has made all contributions provided for in section 3A.03, has made payments for 

past service under subdivision 2, or has made payments in lieu of contributions under Minne­
sota Statutes 1992, section 3A.031, prior to July 1,1994. 

(b) For service rendered before the beginning of the 1979 legislative session, but not to 
exceed eight years of service, the retirement allowance is an amount equal to five percent per 
year of service of that member's average monthly salary. For service in excess of eight years 
rendered before the beginning of the 1979 legislative session, and for service rendered after 
the beginning of the 1979 legislative session, the retirement allowance is an amount equal to 
2-1/2 percent per year of service of that member's average monthly salary. 

(c) The retirement allowance accrues beginning with the first day of the month of re­
ceipt of the application, but not before age 60, and for the remainder of the former legislator's 
life, if the former legislator is not serving as a member of the legislature or as a constitutional 
officer or commissioner as defined in section 3S2C.021, subdivisions 2 and 3. The annuity 
shall not begin to accrue prior to retirement as a legislator. No annuity payment shall be made 
retroactive for more than 180 days before the date the annuity application is filed with the 
director. 

(d) Any member who has served during all or part of four regular sessions is considered 
to have served eight years as a member of die legislature. 

(e) The retirement allowance ceases with the last payment that accrued to the retired 
legislator during the retired legislator's lifetime, except that the surviving spouse, if any, is 
entitled to the retirement allowance for the calendar month in which the retired legislator 
died. 

[For text ofsubds lb to 4, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 5. Optional annuities, (a) The board of directors shall establish an optional re­
tirement annuity in the form of a joint and survivor annuity and an optional retirement annu-
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ity in the form of a period certain and life thereafter. Except as provided in paragraph (b), 
these optional annuity forms must be actuarially equivalent to the normal annuity computed 
under mis section, plus the actuarial value of any surviving spouse benefit otherwise poten­
tially payable at the time of retirement under section 3A.04, subdivision 1. An individual se­
lecting an optional annuity under this subdivision waives any rights to surviving spouse 
benefits under section 3A.04, subdivision 1. 

(b) If a retired legislator selects the joint and survivor annuity option, the retired legisla­
tor must receive a normal single-life annuity if the designated optional annuity beneficiary 
dies before the retired legislator and no reduction may be made in the annuity to provide for 
restoration of the normal single-life annuity in the event of the death of the designated op­
tional annuity beneficiary. 

(c) The surviving spouse of a legislator who has attained at least age 60 and who dies 
while a member of the legislature may elect an optional joint and survivor annuity under 
paragraph (a), in lieu of surviving spouse benefits under section 3A.04, subdivision 1. 

History: 1995 c 186 s 2; 1995 c262art8sl 

3A.04 SURVIVOR BENEFIT. 
Subdivision 1. Surviving spouse. Upon the death of a member of the legislature while 

serving as such member after June 30,1973, or upon the death of a former member of the 
legislature with at least the number of years of service as required by section 3 A.02, subdivi­
sion 1, clause (1), the surviving spouse shall be paid a survivor benefit in the amount of one-
half of the retirement allowance of the member of the legislature computed as though the 
member were at least normal retirement age on the date of his death and based upon his al­
lowable service or eight years whichever is greater. The augmentation provided in section 
3A.02, subdivision 4, if applicable, shall be applied to the month of death. Upon the death of a 
former legislator receiving a retirement allowance, the surviving spouse shall be entitled to 
one-half of the amount of the allowance being paid to the legislator. Such benefit shall be 
paid during the lifetime of the surviving spouse. 

[For text ofsubds la to 4, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1965 c 896 s 4; 1967 c 877 s 3,4; 1969 c 399 s 1; 1969 c 1115 s 2,3; 1971 
c 928 s 4-6; 1973 c 653 s 5,6; 1974 c445s 7,8; 1975 c 368 s 7,8; 1977 c 429 s 1-3; 
1978 c796s 8,9; 1980 c 614 s 38,39; 1981 c 224 s 5-8,274; 1989 c 319 art 11 s 13; 
1991 c 269 art 2 s 1 

3A.10 ONE TERM OF SERVICE BEING A CERTAIN TIME. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 199S c 262 art 1 s 26] 

3A.11 PARTICIPATION IN MINNESOTA POSTRETIREMENT INVESTMENT 
FUND. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 4. Automatic increases; exception. Increases in benefit payments pursuant to 
this section will be made automatically unless the intended recipient files written notice with 
the director requesting that the increase shall not be made. 

History: 7995 c!86s 3 
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