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CHAPTER 302A 

BUSINESS CORPORATIONS 

302A.115 Corporate name. 302A.70I Methods of dissolution. 
302A. 121 Registered office; registered agent. 302A.901 Service of process on corporation. 
302A.409 Rights to purchase. 

302A.115 CORPORATE NAME. 
Subdivision 1. Requirements; prohibitions. The corporate name: 
(a) Shall be in the English language or in any other language expressed in English letters 

or characters; 
(b) Shall contain the word "corporation," "incorporated," or "limited," or shall contain 

an abbreviation of one or more of these words, or the word "company" or the abbreviation 
"Co." if that word or abbreviation is not immediately preceded by the word "and" or the char
acter "&"; 

(c) Shall not contain a word or phrase that indicates or implies that it is incorporated for a 
purpose other than a legal business purpose; 

(d) Shall be distinguishable upon the records in the office of the secretary of state from 
the name of each domestic corporation, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, and 
limited liability company, whether profit or nonprofit, and each foreign corporation, limited 
partnership, limited liability partnership, and limited liability company authorized or regis
tered to do business in this state, whether profit or nonprofit, and each name the right to which 
is, at the time of incorporation, reserved as provided for in sections 302A.117, 322A.03, 
322B.125, or 333.001 to 333.54, unless there is filed with the articles one of the following: 

(1) The written consent of the domestic corporation, limited partnership, limited liabil
ity partnership, or limited liability company, or the foreign corporation, limited partnership, 
limited liability partnership, or limited liability company authorized or registered to do busi
ness in this state or the holder of a reserved name or a name filed by or registered with the 
secretary of state under sections 333.001 to 333.54 having a name that is not distinguishable; 

(2) A certified copy of a final decree of a court in this state establishing the prior right of 
the applicant to the use of the name in this state; or 

(3) The applicant's affidavit that the corporation, limited partnership, or limited liability 
company with the name that is not distinguishable has been incorporated or on file in this 
state for at least three years prior to the affidavit, if it is a domestic corporation, limited part
nership, or limited liability company, or has been authorized or registered to do business in 
this state for at least three years prior to the affidavit, if it is a foreign corporation, limited 
partnership, or limited liability company, or that the holder of a name filed or registered with 
the secretary of state under sections 333.001 to 333.54 filed or registered that name at least 
three years prior to the affidavit; that the corporation, limited partnership, or limited liability 
company or holder has not during the three-year period filed any document with the secre
tary of state; that the applicant has mailed written notice to the corporation, limited partner
ship, or limited liability company or the holder of a name filed or registered with the secretary 
of state under sections 333.001 to 333.54 by certified mail, return receipt requested, properly 
addressed to the registered office of the corporation or in care of the agent of the limited part
nership, or the address of the holder of a name filed or registered with the secretary of state 
under sections 333.001 to 333.54, shown in the records of the secretary of state, stating that 
the applicant intends to use a name that is not distinguishable and the notice has been returned 
to the applicant as undeliverable to the addressee corporation, limited partnership, limited 
liability company, or holder of a name filed or registered with the secretary of state under 
sections 333.001 to 333.54; that the applicant, after diligent inquiry, has been unable to find 
any telephone listing for the corporation, limited partnership, or limited liability company 
with the name that is not distinguishable in the county in which is located the registered office 
of the corporation, limited partnership, or limited liability company shown in the records of 
the secretary of state or has been unable to find any telephone listing for the holder of a name 
filed or registered with the secretary of state under sections 333.001 to 333.54 in the county in 
which is located the address of the holder shown in the records of the secretary of state; and 
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that the applicant has no knowledge that the corporation, limited partnership, limited liability 
company, or holder of a name filed or registered with the secretary of state under sections 
333.001 to 333.54 is currently engaged in business in this state. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 8, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 128 art 2 s 1 

302A.121 REGISTERED OFFICE; REGISTERED AGENT. 
Subdivision 1. Registered office. A corporation shall continuously maintain a regis

tered office in this state. A registered office need not be the same as the principal place of 
business or the principal executive office of the corporation. If the current registered office 
address listed in the records of the secretary of state is not in compliance with section 
302A.011, subdivision 3, the corporation must provide a new registered office address that is 
in compliance. A fee may not be charged if the registered office address is being changed 
only to bring the address into compliance. The new registered office address must have been 
approved by the board of directors. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1994] 

History: 7995c 128art3s2 

302A.409 RIGHTS TO PURCHASE. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M. S. 1994] 

Subd. 3. Issuance permitted. A corporation may issue rights to purchase after the 
terms, provisions, and conditions of the rights to purchase to be issued, including the conver
sion basis or the price at which securities may be purchased or subscribed for, are fixed by the 
board, subject to any restrictions in the articles. Notwithstanding any provision of this chap
ter, a corporation may issue rights to purchase or amend the instrument or agreement fixing 
the terms, provisions, and conditions of the rights to purchase to include terms and conditions 
that prevent the holder of a specified percentage of the outstanding shares of the corporation, 
including subsequent transferees of the holder, from exercising those rights to purchase. 

[For text ofsubd 4, see M.S.1994] 

History: 7995c l28ar t4s l 

302A.701 METHODS OF DISSOLUTION. 
A corporation may be dissolved: 
(a) By the incorporators pursuant to section 302A.711; 
(b) By the shareholders pursuant to sections 302A.721 to 302A.7291; 
(c) By order of a court pursuant to sections 302A.741 to 302A.765; or 
(d) By the secretary of state according to section 302A.821. 

History: 7995c l28ar t3s3 

302A.901 SERVICE OF PROCESS ON CORPORATION. 
Subdivision 1. Who may be served. A process, notice, or demand required or permitted 

by law to be served upon a corporation may be served either upon the registered agent, if any, 
of the corporation named in the articles, or upon an officer of the corporation, or upon the 
secretary of state as provided in section 5.25. 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1995 c 128 art 1 s 20] 
Subd. 2a. [Repealed, 1995 c 128 art 1 s 20] 
Subd. 3. [Repealed, 1995 c 128 art 1 s 20] 
Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1995 c 128 art 1 s 20] 
History: 7995c !28ar t l s6 
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