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CHAPTER 241 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

241.01 Creation of department. 241.27 Vocational training of inmates; 
241.021 Licensing and supervision of Minnesota correctional industries; 

institutions and facilities. revolving accounts. 

241.01 CREATION OF DEPARTMENT. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3a, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3b. Mission; efficiency. It is part of the department's mission that within the de­
partment's resources the commissioner shall endeavor to: 

(1) prevent the waste or unnecessary spending of public money; 
(2) use innovative fiscal and human resource practices to manage the state's resources 

and operate the department as efficiently as possible; 
(3) coordinate the department's activities wherever appropriate with the activities of 

other governmental agencies; 
(4) use technology where appropriate to increase agency productivity, improve service 

to the public, increase public access to information about government, and increase public 
participation in the business of government; 

(5) utilize constructive and cooperative labor-management practices to the extent 
otherwise required by chapters 43A and 179A; 

(6) include specific objectives in the performance report required under section 15.91 to 
increase the efficiency of agency operations, when appropriate; and 

(7) recommend to the legislature, in the performance report of the department required 
under section 15.91, appropriate changes in law necessary to carry out the mission of the de­
partment. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 7, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 248 art 11 s 17 

241.021 LICENSING AND SUPERVISION OF INSTITUTIONS AND FACILITIES. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 2. Foster care facilities for delinquent children and youth; licenses; supervi­
sion. Notwithstanding any provisions in sections 256.01, subdivision 2, clause (2), 245A.03, 
and 245A.04, to the contrary, but subject to the municipality notification requirements of 
subdivision 2a, the commissioner of corrections shall review all county, municipal or other 
publicly established and operated facilities for the detention, care and training of delinquent 
children and youth at least once every biennium, and if such facility conforms to reasonable 
standards established by the commissioner or in the commissioner's judgment is making sat­
isfactory progress toward substantial conformity therewith, and the commissioner is satis­
fied that the interests and well-being of children and youth received therein are protected, the 
commissioner shall grant a license to the county, municipality or agency thereof operating 
such facility. The commissioner may grant licensure up to two years. Each such facility shall 
cooperate with the commissioner to make available all facts regarding its operation and ser­
vices as the commissioner requires to determine its conformance to standards and its compe­
tence to give the services needed and which it purports to give. Every such facility as herein 
described is subject to visitation and supervision by the commissioner and shall receive from 
the commissioner consultation as needed to strengthen services to the children and youth re­
ceived therein. 

Subd. 2a. Notification of affected municipality. The commissioner must not issue a 
license without giving 30 calendar days' written notice to any affected municipality or other 
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political subdivision unless the facility has a licensed capacity of six or fewer persons and is 
occupied by either the licensee or the group foster home parents. The notification must be 
given before the first issuance of a license and annually after that time if annual notification is 
requested in writing by any affected municipality or other political subdivision. State funds 
must not be made available to or be spent by an agency or department of state, county, or 
municipal government for payment to a foster care facility licensed under subdivision 2 until 
the provisions of this subdivision have been complied with in full. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 6, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 12 s 1,2 

241.27 VOCATIONAL TRAINING OF INMATES; MINNESOTA CORRECTION­
AL INDUSTRIES; REVOLVING ACCOUNTS. 

Subdivision 1. Establishment of Minnesota correctional industries. For the purpose 
of providing adequate, regular and suitable employment, vocational training, and to aid the 
inmates of state correctional facilities, the commissioner of corrections may establish, equip, 
maintain and operate at any correctional facility under the commissioner's control such in­
dustrial and commercial activities as may be deemed necessary and suitable to the profitable 
employment, vocational training and development of proper work habits of the inmates of 
state correctional facilities. The industrial and commercial activities authorized by this sec­
tion shall be for the primary purpose of providing vocational training, meaningful employ­
ment and the teaching of proper work habits to the inmates of correctional facilities under the 
control of the commissioner of corrections, and not as competitive business ventures. Prior to 
the establishment of any industrial and commercial activity, the commissioner of corrections 
may consult with representatives of business, industry, organized labor, the state department 
of children, families, and learning, the state apprenticeship council, the state department of 
labor and industry, the department of employment security, the department of administra­
tion, and such other persons and bodies as the commissioner may feel are qualified to deter­
mine the quantity and nature of the goods, wares, merchandise and services to be made or 
provided, and the types of processes to be used in their manufacture, processing, repair, and 
production consistent with the greatest opportunity for the reform and vocational training of 
the inmates, and with the best interests of the state, business, industry and labor. 

The commissioner of corrections shall, at all times in the conduct of any industrial or 
commercial activity authorized by this section, utilize inmate labor to the greatest extent fea­
sible, provided, however, that the commissioner may employ all administrative, supervisory 
and other skilled workers necessary to the proper instruction of the inmates and the profitable 
and efficient operation of the industrial and commercial activities authorized by this section. 

Additionally, the commissioner of corrections may authorize the director of any correc­
tional facility under the commissioner's control to accept work projects from outside sources 
for processing, fabrication or repair, provided that preference shall be given to the perfor­
mance of such work projects for state departments and agencies. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 5, see M.S. 1994] 

History: !Spl995 c 3 art 16 s 13 
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