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103B.151 COORDINATION OF WATER RESOURCE PLANNING. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 3. [Repealed, 1995 c 186 s 281 

103B.205 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 10. see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 10a. State review agencies. "State review agencies" means the commissioners 
of natural resources, the pollution control agency, agriculture, and health. 

Subd. I Ob. Subwatershed unit. "Subwatershed unit" means a hydrologic area less than 
the entire area under the jurisdiction of a watershed management organization. 

[For text ofsubds 11 to 13, see M.S. 1994 [ 

History: 1995 c 184 s 1.31 

103B.211 JOINT POWERS WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION. 
Subdivision 1. Authority, (a) Any agreement under section 471.59 to jointly or coop­

eratively manage or plan for the management of surface water in a watershed delineated pur­
suant to subdivision 2, as required by sections 103B.205 to 103B.255, may provide, in addi­
tion to other provisions authorized by section 471.59, for a joint board having: 

(1) the authority to prepare, adopt, and implement a plan for the watershed meeting the 
requirements of section 103B.23I; 

(2) the authority to review and approve local water management plans as provided in 
section 103B.235; 

(3) the authority of a watershed district under chapter 103D to regulate the use and de­
velopment of land in the watershed when one or more of the following conditions exists: 

(i) the local government unit exercising planning and zoning authority over the land un­
der sections 366.10 to 366.19,394.21 to 394.37, or 462.351 to 462.364, does not have a local 
water management plan approved and adopted in accordance with the requirements of sec­
tion 103B.235 or has not adopted the implementation program described in the plan; 

(ii) an application to the local government unit for a permit for the use and development 
of land requires an amendment to or variance from the adopted local water management plan 
or implementation program of the local unit; or 

(iii) the local government unit has authorized the organization to require permits for the 
use and development of land; 

(4) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.625, to accept the transfer of 
drainage systems in the watershed, to repair, improve, and maintain the transferred drainage 
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51 WATER PLANNING AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 103B.231 

systems, and to construct all new drainage systems and improvements of existing drainage 
systems in the watershed, provided that: (i) projects may be carried out under the powers 
granted in sections l03B.205to 103B.255 or chapter 103Dor 103E; and (ii) proceedings of 
the board with respect to the systems must be in conformance with the watershed plan 
adopted under section 103B.231; 

(5) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.911 to adopt a budget and 
decide on the total amount necessary to be raised from ad valorem tax levies to meet the bud­
get; 

(6) the authority of a watershed district under section I03D.915 to certify its budget 
with the auditor of each county having territory within the joint powers watershed manage­
ment organization; 

(7) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.901 to file approved assess­
ment statements with each affected county; and 

(8) other powers necessary to exercise the authority under clauses (1) to (3), including 
the power to enter into contracts for the performance of functions with governmental units or 
persons. 

(b) The board of water and soil resources shall adopt rules prescribing minimum re­
quirements for the content of watershed management organization joint powers agreements. 

(c) Decisions by ajoint powers board may not require more than a majority vote, except 
a decision on a capital improvement project, which may require no more than a two-thirds 
vote. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 4, see M.S. 1994 j 

History: 1995 c 184 s 2 

103B.227 WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

[For text ofsubds I to 5, see M.S. 19941 

Subd. 6. [Repealed, 1995 c 184 s 32] 

[For text of subd 7, see M.S. 1994] 

103B.231 WATERSHED PLANS. 

[For text ofsubds I and 2, see M.S. 1994 J 

Subd. 3. Responsible units, (a) Where a watershed management organization exists, 
the plan for the watershed must be prepared and adopted by the organization. 

(b) If a watershed management organization located wholly outside of Hennepin and 
Ramsey counties, is terminated, or the board of water and soil resources determines a plan is 
not being implemented in accordance with its rules, the county or counties containing the 
watershed unit shall prepare, adopt, and implement the watershed plan and for this purpose 
the county or counties have the planning, review, permitting, and financing authority of a 
watershed management organization specified in sections I03B.211 to 103B.255. 

(c) If a watershed management organization within the metropolitan area and wholly or 
partly within Hennepin or Ramsey counties is terminated or the board of water and soil re­
sources determines a plan is not being implemented the county or counties shall petition for 
the establishment of a watershed district under chapter 103D. 

(1) may not cross a primary river or a river forming the boundary between a metropoli­
tan county and a county outside the metropolitan area; and 

(2) may not cross county boundaries to include territory whose distinguishing charac­
teristic is multiple drainage points into a primary river. 

(d) A watershed management organization may request a county to prepare all or part of 
a plan. 

(e) A county may delegate the preparation of all or part of a plan to the county soil and 
water conservation district. 
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103B.231 WATER PLANNING AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 52 

(0 Upon request of a statutory or home rule charter city or town, a county may delegate 
the preparation of all or part of a plan to the city or town. 

(g) If the board of water and soil resources determines that a watershed management 
organization or county has not developed a draft plan, is not implementing the plan, has not 
delegated implementation of the plan, and has not petitioned for the creation of a watershed 
district: 

(1) state agencies may withhold from local government units state funding for water 
programs for projects within the watershed; 

(2) state agencies may withhold from local government units delegation of state water 
resource regulatory authority within the watershed; 

(3) state agencies may suspend issuance of water-related permits within the watershed; 
and 

(4) the board may request state agencies to withhold portions of state aid funding used 
for the installation of curb and gutter and other drainage facilities of public transportation 
projects within the watershed. 

The provisions of this paragraph apply until the board of water and soil resources deter­
mines that a plan is being implemented in accordance with its rules. 

(h) Appeals from the board of water and soil resources determination are made in the 
same manner as appeals under section 103B.345, subdivision 5. 

Subd. 3a. Priority schedule, (a) The board of water and soil resources in consultation 
with the state review agencies and the metropolitan council shall develop a priority schedule 
for the revision of plans required under this chapter. 

(b) The prioritization should be based on but not be limited to status of current plan, 
scheduled revision dates, anticipated growth and development, existing and potential prob­
lems, and regional water quality goals and priorities. 

(c) The schedule will be used by the board of water and soil resources in consultation 
with the state review agencies and the metropolitan council to direct watershed management 
organizations of when they will be required to revise their plans. 

(d) Upon notification from the board of water and soil resources that a revision of a plan 
is required, a watershed management organization shall have 24 months from the date of no­
tification to revise and submit a plan for review. 

(e) In the event that a plan expires prior to notification from the board of water and soil 
resources under this section, the existing plan, authorities, and official controls of a wa­
tershed management organization shall remain in full force and effect until a revision is ap­
proved. 

(f) A one-year extension to submit a revised plan may be granted by the board. 
(g) Watershed management organizations submitting plans and draft plan amendments 

for review prior to the board's priority review schedule, may proceed to adopt and implement 
the plan revisions without formal board approval if the board fails to adjust its priority review 
schedule for plan review, and commence its statutory review process within 45 days of sub­
mittal of the plan revision or amendment. 

Subd. 4. General standards, (a) The watershed management plan must specify the pe­
riod covered by the plan and must extend at least five years but no more than ten years from 
the date the board approves the plan. Plans that contain revision dates inconsistent with this 
section must comply with that date, provided it is not more than ten years beyond the date of 
board approval. 

(b) The plan must be reviewed for consistency with an adopted county groundwater 
plan, and revised to the degree necessary to become compliant with the groundwater plan no 
later than two years after adoption by the county. A one-year extension may be granted by the 
board. Upon the request of a watershed management organization, the county shall provide a 
written statement that: 

(1) identifies any substantial inconsistencies between the watershed plan and the 
groundwater plan and any substantial adverse effects of the watershed plan on the groundwa­
ter plan; and 

(2) evaluates, estimates the cost of, and recommends alternatives for amending the wa­
tershed plan to rectify any substantial inconsistencies and adverse effects. 
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53 WATER PLANNING AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 103B.231 

(c) The plan shall contain the elements required by subdivision 6. Each element shall be 
set out in the degree of detail and prescription necessary to accomplish the purposes of sec­
tions 103B.205 to 103B.255, considering the character of existing and anticipated physical 
and hydrogeologic conditions, land use, and development and the severity of existing and 
anticipated water management problems in the watershed. 

(d) Existing plans of a watershed management organization shall remain in force and 
effect until amended or superseded by plans adopted under sections 103B.205 to 103B.255. 

(e) Watershed management organizations shall coordinate their planning activities with 
contiguous watershed management organizations and counties conducting water planning 
and implementation under sections 103B.101 and 103B.301 to 103B.355. 

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1995 c 184 s 32] 
Subd. 6. Contents, (a) The plan shall: 
(1) describe the existing physical environment, land use, and development in the area 

and the environment, land use, and development proposed in existing local and metropolitan 
comprehensive plans; 

(2) present information on the hydrologic system and its components, including drain­
age systems previously constructed under chapter 103E, and existing and potential problems 
related thereto; 

(3) state objectives and policies, including management principles, alternatives and 
modifications, water quality, and protection of natural characteristics; 

(4) set forth a management plan, including the hydrologic and water quality conditions 
that will be sought and significant opportunities for improvement; 

(5) describe the effect of the plan on existing drainage systems; 
(6) identify high priority areas for wetland preservation, enhancement, restoration, and 

establishment and describe any conflicts with wetlands and land use in these areas; 
(7) describe conflicts between the watershed plan and existing plans of local govern­

ment units; 
(8) set forth an implementation program consistent with the management plan, which 

includes a capital improvement program and standards and schedules for amending the com­
prehensive plans and official controls of local government units in the watershed to bring 
about conformance with the watershed plan; and 

(9) set out procedures and timelines for amending the plan. 
(b) The board shall adopt rules to establish standards and requirements for amendments 

to watershed plans. The rules must include: 
(1) performance standards for the watershed plans, which may distinguish between 

plans for urban areas and rural areas; 
(2) minimum requirements for the content of watershed plans and plan amendments, 

including public participation process requirements for amendment and implementation of 
watershed plans; 

(3) standards for the content of capital improvement programs to implement watershed 
plans, including a requirement that capital improvement programs identify structural and 
nonstructural alternatives that would lessen capital expenditures; and 

(4) how watershed plans are to specify the nature of the official controls required to be 
adopted by the local units of government, including uniform erosion control, stormwater 
retention, and wetland protection ordinances in the metropolitan area. 

Subd. 7. Review of the draft plan, (a) Upon completion of the plan but before final 
adoption by the organization, the organization must submit the draft plan for a 60-day review 
and comment period to all counties, the metropolitan council, the state review agencies, the 
board of water and soil resources, soil and water conservation districts, towns, and statutory 
and home rule charter cities having territory within the watershed. A local government unit 
that expects that substantial amendment of its local comprehensive plan will be necessary to 
bring local water management into conformance with the watershed plan must describe as 
specifically as possible, within its comments, the amendments to the local plan that it expects 
will be necessary. If the county has a groundwater plan, the county must review and comment 
on the consistency of the watershed plan with the county groundwater plan. Differences 
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among local governmental agencies regarding the plan must be mediated. Notwithstanding 
sections I03D.401, 103D.405, and 473.165, the council shall review the plan in the same 
manner and with the same authority and effect as provided for the council's review of the 
comprehensive plans of local government units under section 473.175. The council shall 
comment on the apparent conformity with metropolitan system plans of any anticipated 
amendments to local comprehensive plans. The council shall advise the board of water and 
soil resources on whether the plan conforms with the management objectives and target 
pollution loads stated in the council's water resources plan and shall recommend changes in 
the plan that would satisfy the council's plan. 

(b) The watershed management organization must respond in writing to any concerns 
expressed by the review agencies within 30 days of receipt thereof. 

(c) The watershed management organization must hold a public hearing on the draft 
plan no sooner than 30 days and no later than 45 days after the 60-day review period of the 
draft plan. The board or boards of the affected counties shall approve or disapprove projects 
in the capital improvement program which may require the provision of county funds pur­
suant to section 103B.251 or 103D.901, subdivision 2. Each county has up until the date of 
the public hearing on the draft plan to complete its review of the capital improvement pro­
gram. If the county fails to complete its review within the prescribed period, unless an exten­
sion is agreed to by the organization the program shall be deemed approved. If the watershed 
extends into more than one county and one or more counties disapprove of all or part of a 
capital improvement program while the other county or counties approve, the program shall 
be submitted to the board of water and soil resources for review pursuant to subdivision 9. 

Subd. 8. Review by metropolitan council and state review agencies. After comple­
tion of the review under subdivision 7, the draft plan, any amendments thereto, all written 
comments received on the plan, a record of the public hearing, and a summary of changes 
incorporated as a result of the review process shall be submitted to the metropolitan council, 
the state review agencies, and the board of water and soil resources for final review. The state 
review agencies shall review and comment on the consistency of the plan with state laws and 
rules relating to water and related land resources. The state review agencies shall forward 
their comments within 45 days after they receive the final review draft of the plan to the 
board. A state review agency may request and receive up to a 30-day extension of this review 
period from the board. 

Subd. 9. Approval by the board. After completion of the review under subdivision 8, 
the board of water and soil resources shall review the plan as provided in sections 103D.401 
and 103D.405. The board shall review the plan for conformance with the requirements of 
sections 103B.205to 103B.255, and chapter 103D. The board shall not prescribe a plan, but 
may disapprove all or parts of a plan which it determines is not in conformance with the re­
quirements of sections 103B.205to 103B.255,and chapter 103D. lfthe capital improvement 
program is the subject of a dispute between counties, the board of water and soil resources 
shall make a final decision on the issue. The decision shall be binding on the organization and 
the counties involved. The board shall complete its review under this section within 90 days. 

[For text of subd 10, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 11. Amendments. To the extent and in the manner required by the adopted plan, 
all amendments to the adopted plan shall be submitted to the towns, cities, county, the metro­
politan council, the state review agencies, and the board of water and soil resources for re­
view in accordance with the provisions of subdivisions 7,8, and 9. Amendments necessary to 
revise the plan to be consistent with the county groundwater plan, as required by subdivision 
4, must be submitted for review in accordance with subdivisions 7, 8, and 9. Minor amend­
ments to a plan shall be reviewed in accordance with standards prescribed in the watershed 
management plan. 

Subd. 12. | Repealed. 1995 c 184 s 321 

[For text of subds 13 and 14, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 184 s 3-10 
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103B.235 LOCAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 3. Review. After consideration but before adoption by the governing body, each 
local unit shall submit its water management plan to the watershed management organization 
for review for consistency with the watershed plan adopted pursuant to section 103B.231. If 
the county or counties having territory within the local unit have a state-approved and locally 
adopted groundwater plan, the local unit shall submit its plan to the county or counties for 
review. The county or counties have 45 days to review and comment on the plan. The orga­
nization shall approve or disapprove the local plan or parts of the plan. The organization shall 
have 60 days to complete its review; provided, however, that the watershed management or­
ganization shall, as part of its review, take into account the comments submitted to it by the 
metropolitan council pursuant to subdivision 3a. If the organization fails to complete its re­
view within the prescribed period, the local plan shall be deemed approved unless an exten­
sion is agreed to by the local unit. 

Subd. 3a. Review by metropolitan council. Concurrently with its submission of its lo­
cal water management plan to the watershed management organization as provided in subdi­
vision 3, each local unit of government shall submit its water management plan to the metro­
politan council for review and comment by the council. The council shall have 45 days to 
review and comment upon the local plan or parts of the plan with respect to consistency with 
the council's comprehensive development guide for the metropolitan area. The council's 
45-day review period shall run concurrently with the 60-day review period by the watershed 
management organization provided in subdivision 3. The metropolitan council shall submit 
its comments to the watershed management organization and shall send a copy of its com­
ments to the local government unit. If the metropolitan council fails to complete its review 
and make comments to the watershed management organization within the 45-day period, 
the watershed management organization shall complete its review as provided in subdivision 
3. 

[For text of subd 4, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 5. Amendments. To the extent and in the manner required by the organization, all 
amendments to local water management plans shall be submitted to the organization for re­
view and approval in accordance with the provisions of subdivisions 3 and 3a for the review 
of plans. 

History: 1995 c 176 s 1-3; 1995 c 184 s 11 

103B.241 LEVIES. 
Subdivision 1. Watershed plans and projects. Notwithstanding chapter 103D, a local 

government unit or watershed management organization may levy a tax to pay the increased 
costs of preparing a plan under sections I03B.231 and 103B.235 or for projects identified in 
an approved and adopted plan necessary to implement the purposes of section 103B.201. The 
proceeds of any tax levied under this section shall be deposited in a separate fund and ex­
pended only for the purposes authorized by this section. Watershed management organiza­
tions and local government units may accumulate the proceeds of levies as an alternative to 
issuing bonds to finance improvements. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 184 s 12 

103B.245 SPECIAL TAX DISTRICT; LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT. 
Subdivision 1. Watershed management tax district, (a) Any local government unit 

planning for water management under sections I03B.231 and 103B.235 may establish a wa­
tershed management tax district in the territory within the watershed, for the purpose of pay­
ing the costs of the planning required under sections 103B.231 and 103B.235. 

(b) Any local government unit which has part of its territory within a watershed for 
which a plan has been adopted in accordance with section 103B.231 and which has a local 
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water management plan adopted in accordance with section 103B.235 may establish a wa­
tershed management tax district in the territory within the watershed or a subwatershed unit 
in the watershed, for the purpose of paying capital costs of the water management facilities 
described in the capital improvement program of the plans and for the purpose of paying for 
normal and routine maintenance of the facilities. 

(c) A county or counties required by section 103B .231, subdivision 3, to prepare, adopt, 
and implement a watershed plan shall apportion the costs of planning, capital improvements, 
and maintenance proportionate to benefits. The county may apportion the costs among the 
subwatershed units in the watershed, or among the statutory and home rule charter cities and 
towns having territory in the watershed, and for this purpose may establish more than one 
watershed management tax district in the watershed. 

(d) Notification of new watershed management tax districts established under this sub­
division must be made to the county auditor by July 1 in order to be effective for taxes pay­
able in the following year. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1994J 

Subd. 4. Bonds. After adoption of the ordinance under subdivision 2, and after a con­
tract for the construction of all or part of an improvement has been entered into or the work 
has been ordered done by day labor, the local government unit may issue obligations in the 
amount it deems necessary to pay in whole or in part the capital cost incurred and estimated to 
be incurred in making the project. The obligations shall be payable out of the proceeds of the 
tax levied pursuant to subdivision 3. The local unit may by resolution of its governing body 
adopted prior to the sale of obligations pledge the full faith, credit and taxing power of the 
local unit to assure payment of the principal and interest in the event the proceeds of the tax 
levy in the district are insufficient to pay principal and interest. The amount of any taxes 
which are required to be levied outside of the territory of the tax district or taken from the 
general funds of the local unit to pay principal and interest on the obligations shall be reim­
bursed to the local unit from taxes levied within the territory of the tax district. Obligations 
shall be issued in accordance with chapter 475, except that an election is not required and the 
amount of any obligations shall not be included in determining the net indebtedness of the 
local unit under the provisions of any law or charter limiting indebtedness. 

History: 1995 c 184 s 13,14 

103B.251 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS BY WATERSHED MANAGEMENT OR­
GANIZATIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 3. Improvement hearing notice, (a) The organization shall then hold a public 
hearing on the proposed improvement, following publication once each week for two 
successive weeks before the date of the hearing in a legal newspaper published in the county 
or counties in which a part or all of the affected waters and lands are located. The last publica­
tion shall occur not more than 30 days nor less than ten days before the hearing. 

(b) The notice shall state the time and place of hearing, the general nature of the pro­
posed improvement, the estimated cost, and the method by which the cost of the improve­
ment is to be paid, including the cost to be allocated to each county or minor watershed unit 
under subdivision 5. 

(c) At least ten days before the hearing, notice by mail shall be given to the counties and 
to each home rule charter or statutory city or town located wholly or partly within the territo­
ry of the watershed management organization. 

(d) Failure to give mailed notice or defects in the notice shall not invalidate the proceed­
ings. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 6, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 7. Bonds. In order to make the payment required by subdivision 6, the county 
board of each county may issue general obligation bonds of the county in the amount neces­
sary to pay all or part of the cost of projects certified to the county board or to refund general 
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obligation bonds issued for this purpose. The bonds shall be sold, issued, and secured in ac­
cordance with the provisions of chapter 475 for general obligation bonds, except as other­
wise provided in this subdivision. No election shall be required. 

[For text ofsubds 8 and 9, see M.S. 1994J 

History: 1995 c 184 s 15,16 

103B.252 EMERGENCY PROJECTS. 
Subdivision 1. General authority. Notwithstanding chapter 103D, a local government 

unit or a watershed management organization which has an approved and adopted plan may 
undertake and perform emergency projects under this section. 

Subd. 2. Declaration of emergency. If the joint powers board, watershed district man­
agers, or local government unit find that conditions exist that present a clear and imminent 
danger to the health or welfare of the people of the watershed management organization or 
local government unit, and that to delay action would prejudice the interests of the people of 
the watershed management organization or local government unit, or would likely cause per­
manent harm, the joint powers board, watershed district managers, or local government unit 
may declare the existence of an emergency and designate the location, watershed or subwa-
tershed unit, nature, and extent of the emergency. 

Subd. 3. Project order. If an emergency has been declared to the extent necessary to 
protect the interests of the watershed management organization or the local government unit, 
the joint powers board, watershed district managers, or local government unit may order that 
the work be done under the direction of the joint powers board, watershed district managers, 
or local government unit and their engineer, without a contract. 

History: 1995 c 184 s 17 

103B.255 GROUNDWATER PLANS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 6. General standards, (a) The groundwater plan must specify the period covered 
by the plan and must extend at least five years but no more than ten years from the date the 
board approves the plan. The plan must contain the elements required by subdivision 7. Each 
element must be set out in the degree of detail and prescription necessary to accomplish the 
purposes of sections 103B.205 to 103B.255, considering the character of existing and antici­
pated physical and hydrogeologic conditions, land use, and development and the severity of 
existing and anticipated groundwater management problems in the county. 

(b) To the fullest extent possible in a manner consistent with groundwater protection, a 
county shall make maximum use of existing and available data and studies in preparing the 
groundwater plan and incorporate into its groundwater plan relevant data from existing plans 
and studies and the relevant provisions of existing plans adopted by watershed management 
organizations having jurisdiction wholly or partly within the county. 

Subd. 7. Contents. A groundwater plan must: f 

(1) cover the entire area within the county; 
(2) describe existing and expected changes to the physical environment, land use, and 

development in the county; 
(3) summarize available information about the groundwater and related resources in the 

county, including existing and potential distribution, availability, quality, and use; 
(4) state the goals, objectives, scope, and priorities of groundwater protection in the 

county; 
(5) contain standards, criteria, and guidelines for the protection of groundwater from 

pollution and for various types of land uses in environmentally sensitive areas, critical areas, 
or previously contaminated areas; 

(6) describe relationships and possible conflicts between the groundwater plan and the 
plans of other counties, local government units, and watershed management organizations in 
the affected groundwater system; 
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(7) set forth standards, guidelines, and official controls for implementation of the plan 
by watershed management organizations and local units of government; and 

(8) include procedures and timelines for amending the groundwater plan. 
Subd. 8. Review of the draft plan, (a) Upon completion of the groundwater plan but 

before final adoption by the county, the county shall submit the draft plan for a 60-day review 
and comment period to adjoining counties, the metropolitan council, the state review agen­
cies, the board of water and soil resources, each soil and water conservation district, town, 
statutory and home rule charter city, and watershed management organization having territo­
ry within the county. The county also shall submit the plan to any other county or watershed 
management organization or district in the affected groundwater system that could affect or 
be affected by implementation of the plan. Any political subdivision or watershed manage­
ment organization that expects that substantial amendment of its plans would be necessary in 
order to bring them into conformance with the county groundwater plan shall describe as 
specifically as possible, within its comments, the amendments that it expects would be nec­
essary and the cost of amendment and implementation. Reviewing entities have 60 days to 
review and comment. Differences among local governmental agencies regarding the plan 
must be mediated. Notwithstanding sections 103D.401, 103D.405, and 473.165, the council 
shall review the plan in the same manner and with the same authority and effect as provided 
in section 473.175 for review of the comprehensive plans of local government units. The 
council shall comment on the apparent conformity with metropolitan system plans of any 
anticipated amendments to watershed plans and local comprehensive plans. The council 
shall advise the board of water and soil resources on whether the plan conforms with the man­
agement objectives stated in the council's water resources plan and shall recommend 
changes in the plan that would satisfy the council's plan. 

(b) The county must respond in writing to any concerns expressed by the reviewing 
agencies within 30 days of receipt thereof. 

(c) The county shall hold a public hearing on the draft plan no sooner than 30 days and 
no later than 45 days after the 60-day review period of the draft plan. 

Subd. 9. Review by metropolitan council and state agencies. After completion of the 
review under subdivision 8, the draft plan, any amendments thereto, all written comments 
received on the plan, a record of the public hearing, and a summary of changes incorporated 
as part of the review process must be submitted to the metropolitan council, the state review 
agencies, and the board of water and soil resources for final review. The state review agencies 
shall review and comment on the consistency of the plan with state laws and rules relating to 
water and related land resources. The state review agencies shall forward their comments to 
the board within 45 days after they receive the final review draft of the plan. A state review 
agency may request and receive up to a 30-day extension of this review period from the 
board. 

Subd. 10. Approval by board. After completion of the review under subdivision 9, the 
board of water and soil resources shall review the plan as provided in section 103D.401. The 
board shall review the plan for conformance with the requirements of sections 103B.205 to 
103B.255, and chapter 103D. The board may not prescribe a plan but may disapprove all or 
parts of a plan which it determines is not in conformance with the requirements of sections 
103B.205 to 103B.255, and chapter 103D. 

[For text of subd II, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 12. Amendments. To the extent and in the manner required by the adopted plan, 
all amendments to the adopted plan must be submitted to the towns, cities, counties, the met­
ropolitan council, the state review agencies, and the board of water and soil resources for 
review in accordance with the provisions of subdivisions 8 to 10. 

[For text of subd 13. see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 184 s 18-23 

103B.311 COUNTY WATER PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT. 

I For text ofsubds I to 3. see M.S. 1994] 
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Subd. 4. Water plan requirements, (a) A comprehensive water plan must: 
(1) cover the entire area within a county; 
(2) address water problems in the context of watershed units and groundwater systems; 
(3) be based upon principles of sound hydrologic management of water, effective envi­

ronmental protection, and efficient management; 
(4) be consistent with comprehensive water plans prepared by counties and watershed 

management organizations wholly or partially within a single watershed unit or groundwater 
system; and 

(5) the comprehensive water plan must specify the period covered by the comprehen­
sive water plan and must extend at least five years but no more than ten years from the date the 
board approves the comprehensive water plan. Comprehensive water plans that contain revi­
sion dates inconsistent with this section must comply with that date, provided it is not more 
than ten years beyond the date of board approval. A two-year extension of the revision date 
of a comprehensive water plan may be granted by the board, provided no projects are ordered 
or commenced during the period of the extension. 

(b) Existing water and related land resources plans, including plans related to agricul­
tural land preservation programs developed pursuant to chapter 40A, must be fully utilized in 
preparing the comprehensive water plan. Duplication of the existing plans is not required. 

[For text of subd 5, see M.S. 1994] 
Subd. 6. Scope of plans. Comprehensive water plans must include: 
(1) a description of the existing and expected changes to physical environment, land 

use, and development in the county; 
(2) available information about the surface water, groundwater, and related land re­

sources in the county, including existing and potential distribution, availability, quality, and 
use; 

(3) objectives for future development, use, and conservation of water and related land 
resources, including objectives that concern water quality and quantity, and sensitive areas, 
wellhead protection areas, high priority areas for wetland preservation, enhancement, resto­
ration, and establishment, stormwater management for developing areas, and related land 
use conditions, and a description of actions that will be taken in affected watersheds or 
groundwater systems to achieve the objectives; 

(4) a description of potential changes in state programs, policies, and requirements con­
sidered important by the county to management of water resources in the county; 

(5) a description of conflicts between the comprehensive water plan and existing plans 
of other local units of government; 

(6) a description of possible conflicts between the comprehensive water plan and exist­
ing or proposed comprehensive water plans of other counties in the affected watershed units 
or groundwater systems; 

(7) a program for implementation of the plan that is consistent with the plan's manage­
ment objectives and includes schedules for amending official controls and water and related 
land resources plans of local units of government to conform with the comprehensive water 
plan, and the schedule, components, and expected state and local costs of any projects to im­
plement the comprehensive water plan that may be proposed, although this does not mean 
that projects are required by this section; and 

(8) a procedure for amending the comprehensive water plan. 
[For text of subd 7, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 184 s 24,25 
103B.3365 [Repealed, 1995 c 184 s 321 

103B.3369 LOCAL WATER RESOURCES PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. S. Financial assistance. The board may award grants to watershed management 
organizations in the seven-county metropolitan area or counties to carry out water resource 
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protection and management programs identified as priorities in comprehensive local water 
plans. Grants may be used to employ persons and to obtain and use information necessary to: 

(1) develop comprehensive local water plans under sections 103B.255 and 103B.311 
that have not received state funding for water resources planning as provided for in Laws 
1987, chapter 404, section 30, subdivision 5, clause (a); 

(2) revise comprehensive local water plans under section 103B.201; and 
(3) implement comprehensive local water plans. 

A base grant shall be awarded to a county that levies a water implementation tax at a rate, 
which shall be determined by the board. The minimum amount of the water implementation 
tax shall be a tax rate times the adjusted net tax capacity of the county for the preceding year. 
The rate shall be the rate, rounded to the nearest .001 of a percent, that, when applied to the 
adjusted net tax capacity for all counties, raises the amount of $1,500,000. The base grant 
will be in an amount equal to $37,500 less the amount raised by that levy. If the amount neces­
sary to implement the local water plan for the county is less than $37,500, the amount of the 
base grant shall be the amount that, when added to the levy amount, equals the amount re­
quired to implement the plan. For counties where the tax rate generates an amount equal to or 
greater than $18,750, the base grant shall be in an amount equal to $18,750. 

Subd. 6. Limitations, (a) Grants provided to implement programs under this section 
must be reviewed by the state agency having statutory program authority to assure com­
pliance with minimum state standards. At the request of the state agency commissioner, the 
board shall revoke the portion of a grant used to support a program not in compliance. 

(b) Grants provided to develop or revise comprehensive local water plans may not be 
awarded for a time longer than two years. 

(c) A county may not request or be awarded grants for project implementation unless a 
comprehensive water plan has been adopted. 

[For text of subds 7 and 8. see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 184 s 26,27 

103B.355 APPLICATION. 
Sections 103B.301 to 103B. 355do not apply inareas subject to the requirements of sec­

tions 103B.201 to 103B.255 under section 103B.231, subdivision 1, and in areas covered by 
an agreement under section 103B.231, subdivision 2, except as otherwise provided in sec­
tions 103B.311, subdivision 4, clause (4); and 103B.315, subdivisions I, clauses (3) and (4), 
and 2, clause (b). 

History: 1995 c 184 s 28 

103B.511 ADMINISTRATION BY COMMISSIONER. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 2. Rules. The commissioner shall adopt permanent rules to provide guidelines, 
criteria, and standards for the establishment of lake improvement districts by counties. 

History: 1995 c 233 art 2 s 56 

103B.611 BOARD. 
Subdivision 1. Composition. The district is governed by a board composed of members 

appointed by the governing bodies of the municipalities included in the district. Each munic­
ipality may appoint one member. 

Subd. 2. Term. The term of office of each board member is three years unless the ap­
pointing municipality recalls the member and either appoints another member for the bal­
ance of the term or leaves the office vacant for the balance of the term. This subdivision ap­
plies both to members serving on the effective date of Laws 1995, chapter 184, and to mem­
bers appointed after the effective date of Laws 1995, chapter 184. 

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 184 s 29,30 
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