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CHAPTER 94 

LANDS, STATE FORESTS 

94.10 Surveys, appraisals and sale. 94.165 Land acquisition account. 
94.11 Terms of payment. 94.343 Class A land exchanged; conditions. 
94.13 Record of contracts for deed and 94.348 Exchanges of state-owned land, 

assignments; effect. appraisal fee. 

94.10 SURVEYS, APPRAISALS AND SALE. 
Subdivision 1. Before offering any surplus state owned lands for sale, the commis­

sioner of administration may survey such lands, and if the value thereof is estimated 
to be $40,000 or less, may have such lands appraised. The commissioner shall have the 
lands appraised if the estimated value is in excess of $40,000. The appraiser shall before 
entering upon the duties of the office take and subscribe an oath that the appraiser will 
faithfully and impartially discharge the duties as appraiser according to the best of the 
appraiser's ability and that the appraiser is not interested directly or indirectly, in any 
of the lands to be appraised or the timber or improvements thereon or in the purchase 
thereof and has entered into no agreement or combination to purchase the same or any 
part thereof, which oath shall be attached to the report of such appraisal. Before offer­
ing such surplus state owned lands for public sale, such lands shall first be offered to 
the city, county, town, school district, or other public body corporate or politic in which 
the lands are situated for public purposes and they may be sold for such public purposes 
for not less than the appraised value thereof. To determine whether a public body 
desires to purchase the surplus land, the commissioner of administration shall give a 
written notice to the governing body of each political subdivision whose jurisdictional 
boundaries include or are adjacent to the surplus land. If a public body desires to pur­
chase the surplus land it shall submit a written offer to the commissioner not later than 
two weeks after receipt of notice setting forth in detail its reasons for desiring to acquire 
and its intended use of the land. In the event that more than one public body tenders 
an offer, the commissioner shall determine which party shall receive the property, and 
shall submit written findings regarding the decision. If lands are offered for sale for such 
public purposes, and if a public body notifies the commissioner of administration of 
its desire to acquire such lands, the public body may have not to exceed two years from 
the date of the accepted offer to commence payment for the lands in the manner pro­
vided by law. 

Subd. 2. (a) Lands certified as surplus by the head of a department or agency other 
than the department of natural resources shall be offered for public sale by the commis­
sioner of administration as provided in this paragraph. After complying with subdivi­
sion 1 and before any public sale of surplus state owned land is made, the commissioner 
of administration shall publish a notice thereof at least once in each week for four suc­
cessive weeks in a legal newspaper and also in a newspaper of general distribution in 
the city or county in which the real property to be sold is situated, which notice shall 
specify the time and place at which the sale will commence, a general description of 
the lots or tracts to be offered, and a general statement of the terms of sale. Each tract 
or lot shall be sold separately and shall be sold for not less than the appraised value 
thereof. Parcels remaining unsold after the offering may be sold to anyone agreeing to 
pay the appraised value thereof. The sale shall continue until all parcels are sold or until 
the commissioner orders a reappraisal or withdraws the remaining parcels from sale. 

(b) Lands certified as surplus by the commissioner of natural resources shall be 
offered for public sale by the commissioner of natural resources in the manner provided 
in paragraph (a) for sales by the commissioner of administration. 

(c) The cost of any survey or appraisal as provided in subdivision 1 shall be added 
to-and made a part of the appraised value of the lands to be sold, whether to any politi­
cal subdivision of the state or to a private purchaser as provided in this subdivision. 

History: 1993 c 285 s 11 
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94.11 TERMS OF PAYMENT. 
Not less than ten percent of the purchase price shall be paid at the time of sale with 

the balance payable as follows: If the purchase price of any lot or parcel is $5,000 or 
less, the balance shall be paid within 90 days of the date of sale. If the purchase price 
of any lot or parcel is in excess of $5,000, the balance shall be paid in equal annual 
installments for not more than five years, at the option of the purchaser, with principal 
and interest payable annually in advance at a rate equal to the rate in effect at the time 
under section 549.09 on the unpaid balance, payable to the state treasury on or before 
June 1 each year. Any installment of principal or interest may be prepaid. Terms of pay­
ment for lands sold by the commissioner of natural resources are the same as those pro­
vided for state public lands by section 92.06, subdivision 1. 

History: 1993 c 285 s 12 

94.13 RECORD OF CONTRACTS FOR DEED AND ASSIGNMENTS; EFFECT. 
(a) A contract for deed issued pursuant to sections 94.09 to 94.16, or any assign­

ment thereof, executed and acknowledged as provided by law for the execution and 
acknowledgment of deeds may be recorded in the office of the county recorder of any 
county in the state in the same manner and with like effect as deeds are therein 
recorded. This contract for deed shall entitle the purchaser thereof, or the heirs and 
assigns of the purchaser, to the exclusive possession of the land therein described, pro­
vided its terms have been in all respects complied with, and the contract for deed and 
the record thereof shall be conclusive evidence of title in the purchaser, or the heirs and 
assigns of the purchaser, for all purposes and against all persons, except the state of 
Minnesota in case of forfeiture. 

(b) When a contract for deed or partial interest in a contract for deed is assigned, 
the assignment must be made on a form provided by the commissioner, executed by 
the assignor and assignee, and consented to by the commissioner. An assignment of a 
partial interest must state that payment to date has been made to the commissioner. 

(c) When the assignee satisfies the terms of the assignment and corresponding 
terms of the contract for deed, the commissioner shall issue a deed to the assignee. 

History: 1993 c 285 s 13 

94.165 LAND ACQUISITION ACCOUNT. 
There is created in the state treasury a land acquisition account. Money in the 

account is appropriated to the commissioner of natural resources for the acquisition 
of natural resource lands or interests in lands within the outdoor recreation system 
established in chapter 86A. The commissioner must file a report to the house ways and 
means and the senate finance committees and the environment and natural resources 
committees of the senate and house of representatives by October 1 of each year indi­
cating all purchases and sales from this account. 

History: 1993 c 172 s 49 

94.343 CLASS A LAND EXCHANGED; CONDITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. (a) Except as otherwise herein provided, Class A land shall be exchanged 
only for land of at least substantially equal value to the state, as determined by the com­
missioner, with the approval of the board. For the purposes of such determination, the 
commissioner shall cause the state land and the land proposed to be exchanged therefor 
to be examined and appraised by qualified state appraisers as provided in section 
84.0272; provided, that in exchanges with the United States or any agency thereof the 
examination and appraisal may be made in such manner as the land exchange board 
may direct. The appraisers shall determine the fair market value of the lands involved, 
disregarding any minimum value fixed for state land by the state constitution or by law, 
and shall make a report thereof, together with such other pertinent information respect-
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ing the use and value of the lands to the state as they deem pertinent or as the commis­
sioner or the board may require. Such reports shall be filed and preserved in the same 
manner as other reports of appraisal of state lands. The appraised values shall not be 
conclusive, but shall be taken into consideration by the commissioner and the board, 
together with such other matters as they deem material, in determining the values for 
the purposes of exchange. 

(b) For the purposes of this subdivision, "substantially equal value" means: 
(1) where the lands being exchanged are both over 100 acres, their values do not 

differ by more than ten percent; and 
(2) in other cases, the values of the exchanged lands do not differ by more than 

20 percent. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 12, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 285 s 14 

94.348 EXCHANGES OF STATE-OWNED LAND, APPRAISAL FEE. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 2. Appraisal and survey fee. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the 
appraisal and survey fee shall be credited to the account from which the expenses of 
appraisal and survey were paid and is appropriated for expenditure in the same manner 
as other money in the account. 

(b) The appraisal and survey fee shall be refunded if: 
(1) the land exchange offer is withdrawn by a private land owner or a governmental 

unit before money is spent for the appraisal and survey; or 
(2) the board refuses to accept the land exchange offer. 

History: 1993 c 285 s 15 
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