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CHAPTER 93 

MINERAL LANDS 

93.001 Policy for mineral development. 93.46 Definitions. 
93.002 Mineral coordinating committee. 93.481 Permit to mine. 
93.003 Iron mining: conditions. 93.515 Oil and gas wells; rules relating to 
93.25 Ores other than iron; leases. spacing, pooling, and unitization. 

93.001 POLICY FOR MINERAL DEVELOPMENT. 
It is the policy of the state to provide for the diversification of the state's mineral 

economy through long-term support of mineral exploration, evaluation, environmental 
research, development, production, and commercialization. 

History: 1993 c 113 art 2 s 1 

93.002 MINERAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment. The mineral coordinating committee is established 

to plan for diversified mineral development. The mineral coordinating committee con­
sists of the director of the minerals division of the department of natural resources, the 
deputy commissioner of the Minnesota pollution control agency, the director of the 
Minnesota geological survey, the dean of the University of Minnesota institute of tech­
nology, and the director of the natural resources research institute. The director of the 
minerals division of the department of natural resources shall serve as chair. A member 
of the committee may designate another person of the member's organization to act in 
the member's place. The commissioner of natural resources shall provide staff and 
administrative services necessary for the committee's activities. 

The mineral coordinating committee is encouraged to solicit and receive advice 
from representatives of the United States Bureau of Mines, the United States Geologi­
cal Survey, and the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Minerals programs. The mineral diversification programs must address 
at least the following: aeromagnetic surveys, glacial till geochemistry surveys, geologic 
drilling and mapping, LMIC minerals data base, drill core examination and assay, 
industrial minerals characterization and research, bedrock geochemistry, nonferrous 
minerals research, environmental research and protection, reclamation studies, eco­
nomic evaluation of mineral resources, improved geophysical and remote sensing base, 
acquisition of sampling equipment and analyses, determination of mineral rights own­
ership, ferrous minerals research, evaluation of mineral resource occurrence, evalua­
tion of value added processes, ore deposit modeling, and basic mineral research. 

[For text ofsubd 4, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 113 art 2 s 2,3 

93.003 IRON MINING; CONDITIONS. 
Legal authority to mine and process iron ore, a basic irreplaceable natural resource 

of the people of the state of Minnesota, is subject to the conditions of this section. When 
the owner or operator of an iron mine or related production or beneficiation facilities 
determines to discontinue the operation of the mine or facilities for any reason it shall 
maintain the mine or facilities in salable operating condition for at least one year after 
it discontinues operation in order to allow the state of Minnesota and other interested 
public and private bodies to seek a new owner and operator. The requirement imposed 
by this section is a preliminary and permanent requirement on the right of an owner 
to commence or continue the operation of an iron mine or related facilities. This 
requirement is enforceable on all owners and operators and successors of owners and 
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operators and shall be enforced by the state in any action in bankruptcy or other litiga­
tion that may affect it. 

History: 1<993 c 107 s 1 

93.25 ORES OTHER THAN IRON; LEASES. 
Subdivision 1. Leases. The commissioner may issue leases to prospect for, mine, 

and remove minerals other than iron ore upon any lands owned by the state, including 
trust fund lands, lands forfeited for nonpayment of taxes whether held in trust or other­
wise, and lands otherwise acquired, and the beds of any waters belonging to the state. 

Subd. 2. Lease requirements. All leases for nonferrous metallic minerals or petro­
leum must be approved by the executive council, and any other mineral lease issued 
pursuant to this section that covers 160 or more acres must be approved by the execu­
tive council. The rents, royalties, terms, conditions, and covenants of all such leases 
shall be fixed by the commissioner pursuant to such rules as may be prescribed by the 
commissioner, but no lease shall be for a longer term than 50 years, and all such rents, 
royalties, terms, conditions, and covenants shall be fully set forth in each lease thus 
issued and the rents and royalties therein provided for shall be credited to the funds 
as provided in section 93.22 or 93.335, subdivision 4, as amended. 

Subd. 3. Effect. The provisions of this section shall not be deemed to repeal or 
supersede any other applicable provision of law, but shall be supplementary thereto. 

History: 1993 c 113 art 1 s 2 

93.46 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 8, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 9. "Lean ore stockpile removal" means the mining and processing of low-
grade mineralized material from stockpiles for the purpose of extracting iron. 

History: 1993 c 113 art 4 s 1 

93.481 PERMIT TO MINE. 
Subdivision 1. Prohibition against mining without a permit; application for a permit. 

Except as provided in this subdivision, after June 30, 1975, no person shall engage in 
or carry out a mining operation for metallic minerals within the state unless the person 
has first obtained a permit to mine from the commissioner. Any person engaging in or 
carrying out a mining operation as of the effective date of the rules promulgated under 
section 93.47 shall apply for a permit to mine within 180 days after the effective date 
of such rules. Any such existing mining operation may continue during the pendency 
of the application for the permit to mine. The person applying for a permit shall apply 
on forms prescribed by the commissioner and shall submit such information as the 
commissioner may require, including but not limited to the following: 

(a) A proposed plan for the reclamation or restoration, or both, of any mining area 
affected by mining operations to be conducted on and after the date on which permits 
are required for mining under this section; 

(b) A certificate issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the 
United States that the applicant has a public liability insurance policy in force for the 
mining operation for which the permit is sought, or evidence that the applicant has sat­
isfied other state or federal self-insurance requirements, to provide personal injury and 
property damage protection in an amount adequate to compensate any persons who 
might be damaged as a result of the mining operation or any reclamation or restoration 
operations connected with the mining operation; 

(c) A bond which may be required pursuant to section 93.49; and 
(d) A copy of the applicant's advertisement of the ownership, location, and bound­

aries of the proposed mining area and reclamation or restoration operations, which 
advertisement shall be published in a legal newspaper in the locality of the proposed 
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site at least once a week for four successive weeks before the application is filed, except 
that if the application is for a permit to conduct lean ore stockpile removal the adver­
tisement need be published only once. 

Subd. 2. Commissioner's review; hearing; burden of proof. Within 120 days after 
receiving the application, or after receiving additional information requested, or after 
holding a hearing as provided in this section, the commissioner shall grant the permit 
applied for, with or without modifications or conditions, or deny the application. If 
written objections to the proposed application are filed with the commissioner within 
30 days after the last publication required pursuant to this section or within seven days 
after publication in the case of an application to conduct lean ore stockpile removal, 
by any person owning property which will be affected by the proposed operation or by 
any federal, state, or local governmental agency having responsibilities affected by the 
proposed operations, a public hearing shall be held by the commissioner in the locality 
of the proposed operations within 30 days of receipt of such written objections and after 
appropriate notice and publication of the date, time, and location of the hearing. The 
commissioner shall determine that the reclamation or restoration planned for the oper­
ation complies with lawful requirements and can be accomplished under available tech­
nology and that a proposed reclamation or restoration technique is practical and 
workable under available technology. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 6, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 113 art 4 s 2,3 

OIL AND GAS WELLS 

93.515 OIL AND GAS WELLS; RULES RELATING TO SPACING, POOLING, 
AND UNITIZATION. 

The commissioner of natural resources may adopt rules under chapter 14 relating 
to: 

(1) spacing of oil and gas wells to regulate the density of drilling to prevent unnec­
essary draining of the reservoir and to prevent economic waste of products from wells; 

(2) pooling, which is the combining of tracts and mineral interests to form a drill­
ing or spacing unit; and 

(3) unitization, which is the acquisition of the legal right to operate a whole reser­
voir as though all tracts overlying the reservoir were under a single lease. 

History: 1993 c 113 art 4 s4 
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