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CHAPTER 638 

BOARD OF PARDONS 

638.02 Pardons. 

638.02 PARDONS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 2. Any person, convicted of a crime in any court of this state, who has served 
the sentence imposed by the court and has been discharged of the sentence either by 
order of court or by operation of law, may petition the board of pardons for the granting 
of a pardon extraordinary. Unless the board of pardons expressly provides otherwise 
in writing by unanimous vote, the application for a pardon extraordinary may not be 
filed until the applicable time period in clause (1) or (2) has elapsed: 

(1) if the person was convicted of a crime of violence as defined in section 624.712, 
subdivision 5, ten years must have elapsed since the sentence was discharged and dur­
ing that time the person must not have been convicted of any other crime; and 

(2) if the person was convicted of any crime not included within the definition of 
crime of violence under section 624.712, subdivision 5, five years must have elapsed 
since the sentence was discharged and during that time the person must not have been 
convicted of any other crime. 
If the board of pardons determines that the person is of good character and reputation, 
the board may, in its discretion, grant the person a pardon extraordinary. The pardon 
extraordinary, when granted, has the effect of setting aside and nullifying the conviction 
and of purging the person of it, and the person shall never after that be required to dis­
close the conviction at any time or place other than in a judicial proceeding or as part 
of the licensing process for peace officers. 

The application for a pardon extraordinary, the proceedings to review an applica­
tion, and the notice requirements are governed by the statutes and the rules of the board 
in respect to other proceedings before the board. The application shall contain any fur­
ther information that the board may require. 

Unless the board of pardons expressly provides otherwise in writing by unanimous 
vote, if the person was convicted of a crime of violence, as defined in section 624.712, 
subdivision 5, the pardon extraordinary must expressly provide that the pardon does 
not entitle the person to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm until ten years 
have elapsed since the sentence was discharged and during that time the person was 
not convicted of any other crime of violence. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 5, see M.S.1992] 
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