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624.711 DECLARATION OF POLICY. 
It is not the intent of the legislature to regulate shotguns, rifles and other longguns 

of the type commonly used for hunting and not defined as pistols or semiautomatic mil­
itary-style assault weapons, or to place costs of administration upon those citizens who 
wish to possess or carry pistols or semiautomatic military-style assault weapons law­
fully, or to confiscate or otherwise restrict the use of pistols or semiautomatic military-
style assault weapons by law-abiding citizens. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 22 

624.712 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 5. "Crime of violence" includes murder in the first, second, and third 
degrees, manslaughter in the first and second degrees, aiding suicide, aiding attempted 
suicide, felony violations of assault in the first, second, third, and fourth degrees, terror­
istic threats, use of drugs to injure or to facilitate crime, simple robbery, aggravated rob­
bery, kidnapping, false imprisonment, criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, 
third, and fourth degrees, theft of a firearm, arson in the first and second degrees, riot, 
burglary in the first, second, third, and fourth degrees, reckless use of a gun or dangerous 
weapon, intentionally pointing a gun at or towards a human being, setting a spring gun, 
and unlawfully owning, possessing, operating a machine gun or short-barreled shotgun, 
and an attempt to commit any of these offenses, as each of those offenses is defined in 
chapter 609. "Crime of violence" also includes felony violations of chapter 152. 

Subd. 6. "Transfer" means a sale, gift, loan, assignment or other delivery to 
another, whether or not for consideration, of a pistol or semiautomatic military-style 
assault weapon or the frame or receiver of a pistol or semiautomatic military-style 
assault weapon. 

Subd. 7. "Semiautomatic military-style assault weapon" means: 
(1) any of the following firearms: 
(i) Avtomat Kalashnikov (AK.-47) semiautomatic rifle type; 
(ii) Beretta AR-70 and BM-59 semiautomatic rifle types; 
(iii) Colt AR-15 semiautomatic rifle type; 
(iv) Daewoo Max-1 and Max-2 semiautomatic rifle types; 
(v) Famas MAS semiautomatic rifle type; 
(vi) Fabrique Nationale FN-LAR and FN-FNC semiautomatic rifle types; 
(vii) Galil semiautomatic rifle type; 
(viii) Heckler & Koch HK-91, HK-93, and HK.-94 semiautomatic rifle types; 
(ix) Ingram MAC-10 and MAC-11 semiautomatic pistol and carbine types; 
(x) Intratec TEC-9 semiautomatic pistol type; 
(xi) Sigarms SIG 550SP and SIG 55ISP semiautomatic rifle types; 
(xii) SKS with detachable magazine semiautomatic rifle type; 
(xiii) Steyr AUG semiautomatic rifle type; 
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(xiv) Street Sweeper and Striker-12 revolving-cylinder shotgun types; 
(xv) USAS-12 semiautomatic shotgun type; 
(xvi) Uzi semiautomatic pistol and carbine types; or 
(xvii) Valmet M76 and M78 semiautomatic rifle types; 
(2) any firearm that is another model made by the same manufacturer as one of 

the firearms listed in clause (1), and has the same action design as one of the listed fire­
arms, and is a redesigned, renamed, or renumbered version of one of the firearms listed 
in clause (1), or has a slight modification or enhancement, including but not limited to 
a folding or retractable stock; adjustable sight; case deflector for left-handed shooters; 
shorter barrel; wooden, plastic, or metal stock; larger clip size; different caliber; or a 
bayonet mount; and 

(3) any firearm that has been manufactured or sold by another company under a 
licensing agreement with a manufacturer of one of the firearms listed in clause (1) 
entered into after the effective date of Laws 1993, chapter 326, to manufacture or sell 
firearms that are identical or nearly identical to those listed in clause (1), or described 
in clause (2), regardless of the company of production or country of origin. 

The weapons listed in clause (1), except those listed in items (iii), (ix), (x), (xiv), 
and (xv), are the weapons the importation of which was barred by the Bureau of Alco­
hol, Tobacco, and Firearms of the United States Department of the Treasury in July 
1989. 

Except as otherwise specifically provided in paragraph (d), a firearm is not a 
"semiautomatic military-style assault weapon" if it is generally recognized as particu­
larly suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes under United States Code, 
title 18, section 925, paragraph (d)(3), or any regulations adopted pursuant to that law. 

Subd. 8. Included weapons. By August 1, 1993, and annually thereafter, the super­
intendent of the bureau of criminal apprehension shall publish a current authoritative 
list of the firearms included within the definition of "semiautomatic military-style 
assault weapon" under this section. Dealers, purchasers, and other persons may rely on 
the list in complying with this chapter. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 23-26 

624.713 CERTAIN PERSONS NOT TO HAVE PISTOLS OR SEMIAUTOMATIC 
MILITARY-STYLE ASSAULT WEAPONS; PENALTY. 

Subdivision 1. Ineligible persons. The following persons shall not be entitled to 
possess a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon: 

(a) a person under the age of 18 years except that a person under 18 may carry or 
possess a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon (i) in the actual pres­
ence or under the direct supervision of the person's parent or guardian, (ii) for the pur­
pose of military drill under the auspices of a legally recognized military organization 
and under competent supervision, (iii) for the purpose of instruction, competition, or 
target practice on a firing range approved by the chief of police or county sheriff in 
whose jurisdiction the range is located and under direct supervision; or (iv) if the person 
has successfully completed a course designed to teach marksmanship and safety with 
a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon and approved by the commis­
sioner of natural resources; 

(b) a person who has been convicted in this state or elsewhere of a crime of vio­
lence unless ten years have elapsed since the person has been restored to civil rights or 
the sentence has expired, whichever occurs first, and during that time the person has 
not been convicted of any other crime of violence. For purposes of this section, crime 
of violence includes crimes in other states or jurisdictions which would have been 
crimes of violence as herein defined if they had been committed in this state; 

(c) a person who is or has ever been confined or committed in Minnesota or else­
where as a "mentally ill," "mentally retarded," or "mentally ill and dangerous to the 
public" person as defined in section 253B.02, to a treatment facility, unless the person 
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possesses a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed in Minnesota, or 
other satisfactory proof that the person is no longer suffering from this disability; 

(d) a person who has been convicted in Minnesota or elsewhere of a misdemean­
or or gross misdemeanor violation of chapter 152, or a person who is or has ever been 
hospitalized or committed for treatment for the habitual use of a controlled substance 
or marijuana, as defined in sections 152.01 and 152.02, unless the person possesses a 
certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed in Minnesota, or other satisfac­
tory proof, that the person has not abused a controlled substance or marijuana during 
the previous two years; 

(e) a person who has been confined or committed to a treatment facility in Minne­
sota or elsewhere as "chemically dependent" as defined in section 253B.02, unless the 
person has completed treatment. Property rights may not be abated but access may be 
restricted by the courts; 

(f) a peace officer who is informally admitted to a treatment facility pursuant to 
section 253B.04 for chemical dependency, unless the officer possesses a certificate from 
the head of the treatment facility discharging or provisionally discharging the officer 
from the treatment facility. Property rights may not be abated but access may be 
restricted by the courts; 

(g) a person who has been charged with committing a crime of violence and has 
been placed in a pretrial diversion program by the court before disposition, until the 
person has completed the diversion program and the charge of committing the crime 
of violence has been dismissed; or 

(h) a person who has been convicted in another state of committing an offense sim­
ilar to the offense described in section 609.224, subdivision 3, against a family or house­
hold member, unless three years have elapsed since the date of conviction and, during 
that time, the person has not been convicted of any other violation of section 609.224, 
subdivision 3, or a similar law of another state. 

A person who issues a certificate pursuant to this subdivision in good faith is not 
liable for damages resulting or arising from the actions or misconduct with a firearm 
committed by the individual who is the subject of the certificate. 

Subd. 2. Penalties. A person named in subdivision 1, clause (a) or (b), who pos­
sesses a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon is guilty of a felony. A 
person named in any other clause of subdivision 1 who possesses a pistol or semiauto­
matic military-style assault weapon is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

Subd. 3. Notice, (a) When a person is convicted of a crime of violence as defined 
in section 624.712, subdivision 5, the court shall inform the defendant that the defen­
dant is prohibited from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault 
weapon for a period of ten years after the person was restored to civil rights or since 
the sentence has expired, whichever occurs first, and that it is a felony offense to violate 
this prohibition. The failure of the court to provide this information to a defendant 
does not affect the applicability of the pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault 
weapon possession prohibition or the felony penalty to that defendant. 

(b) When a person is charged with committing a crime of violence and is placed 
in a pretrial diversion program by the court before disposition, the court shall inform 
the defendant that: (1) the defendant is prohibited from possessing a pistol or semiauto­
matic military-style assault weapon until the person has completed the diversion pro­
gram and the charge of committing a crime of violence has been dismissed; (2) it is a 
gross misdemeanor offense to violate this prohibition; and (3) if the defendant violates 
this condition of participation in the diversion program, the charge of committing a 
crime of violence may be prosecuted. The failure of the court to provide this informa­
tion to a defendant does not affect the applicability of the pistol or semiautomatic mili­
tary-style assault weapon possession prohibition or the gross misdemeanor penalty to 
that defendant. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 27; 1993 c 366 s 11 
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624.7131 TRANSFEREE PERMIT; PENALTY. 
Subdivision 1. Information. Any person may apply for a transferee permit by pro­

viding the following information in writing to the chief of police of an organized full 
time police department of the municipality in which the person resides or to the county 
sheriff if there is no such local chief of police: 

(a) the name, residence, telephone number and driver's license number or non­
qualification certificate number, if any, of the proposed transferee; 

(b) the sex, date of birth, height, weight and color of eyes, and distinguishing physi­
cal characteristics, if any, of the proposed transferee; and 

(c) a statement by the proposed transferee that the proposed transferee is not pro­
hibited by section 624.71.3 from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style 
assault weapon. 

The statement shall be signed by the person applying for a permit. At the time of 
application, the local police authority shall provide the applicant with a dated receipt 
for the application. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 4. Grounds for disqualification. A determination by the chief of police or 
sheriff that the applicant is prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or 
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon shall be the only basis for refusal to grant 
a transferee permit. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 9, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 10. Transfer report not required. A person who transfers a pistol or semiauto­
matic military-style assault weapon to a licensed peace officer, as defined in section 
626.84, subdivision 1, exhibiting a valid peace officer identification, or to a person 
exhibiting a valid transferee permit issued pursuant to this section or a valid permit 
to carry issued pursuant to section 624.714 is not required to file a transfer report pursu­
ant to section 624.7132, subdivision 1. 

[For text ofsubds 11 and 12, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 28-30 

624.7132 REPORT OF TRANSFER. 
Subdivision 1. Required information. Except as provided in this section and section 

624.7131, every person who agrees to transfer a pistol or semiautomatic military-style 
assault weapon shall report the following information in writing to the chief of police 
of the organized full-time police department of the municipality where the agreement 
is made or to the appropriate county sheriff if there is no such local chief of police: 

(a) the name, residence, telephone number and driver's license number or non­
qualification certificate number, if any, of the proposed transferee; 

(b) the sex, date of birth, height, weight and color of eyes, and distinguishing physi­
cal characteristics, if any, of the proposed transferee; 

(c) a statement by the proposed transferee that the transferee is not prohibited by 
section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault 
weapon; and 

(d) the address of the place of business of the transferor. 
The report shall be signed by the transferor and the proposed transferee. The report 

shall be delivered by the transferor to the chief of police or sheriff no later than three 
days after the date of the agreement to transfer, excluding weekends and legal holidays. 

Subd. 2. Investigation. Upon receipt of a transfer report, the chief of police or sher­
iff shall check criminal histories, records and warrant information relating to the pro­
posed transferee through the Minnesota crime information system. 

Subd. 3. Notification. The chief of police or sheriff shall notify the transferor and 
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proposed transferee in writing as soon as possible if the chief or sheriff determines that 
the proposed transferee is prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or 
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon. The notification to the transferee shall 
specify the grounds for the disqualification of the proposed transferee and shall set forth 
in detail the transferee's right of appeal under subdivision 13. 

Subd. 4. Delivery. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 7 or 8, no person 
shall deliver a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon to a proposed 
transferee until seven days after the date of the agreement to transfer as stated on the 
report delivered to a chief of police or sheriff in accordance with subdivision 1 unless 
the chief of police or sheriff waives all or a portion of the seven day waiting period. 

No person shall deliver a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon to 
a proposed transferee after receiving a written notification that the chief of police or 
sheriff has determined that the proposed transferee is prohibited by section 624.713 
from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon. 

If the transferor makes a report of transfer and receives no written notification of 
disqualification of the proposed transferee within seven days of the date of the agree­
ment to transfer, the pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon may be 
delivered to the transferee. 

Subd. 5. Grounds for disqualification. A determination by the chief of police or 
sheriff that the proposed transferee is prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing 
a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon shall be the sole basis for a noti­
fication of disqualification under this section. 

Subd. 6. Transferee permit. If a chief of police or sheriff determines that a trans­
feree is not a person prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or semiauto­
matic military-style assault weapon, the transferee may, within 30 days after the 
determination, apply to that chief of police or sheriff for a transferee permit, and the 
permit shall be issued. 

Subd. 7. Immediate transfers. The chief of police or sheriff may waive all or a por­
tion of the seven day waiting period for a transfer. 

Subd. 8. Report not required. (1) If the proposed transferee presents a valid trans­
feree permit issued under section 624.7131 or a valid permit to carry issued under sec­
tion 624.714, or if the transferee is a licensed peace officer, as defined in section 626.84, 
subdivision 1, who presents a valid peace officer photo identification and badge, the 
transferor need not file a transfer report. 

(2) If the transferor makes a report of transfer and receives no written notification 
of disqualification of the proposed transferee within seven days of the date of the agree­
ment to transfer, no report or investigation shall be required under this section for any 
additional transfers between that transferor and that transferee which are made within 
30 days of the date on which delivery of the first pistol or semiautomatic military-style 
assault weapon may be made under subdivision 4. 

Subd. 9. Number of pistols or semiautomatic military-style assault weapons. Any 
number of pistols or semiautomatic military-style assault weapons may be the subject 
of a single transfer agreement and report to the chief of police or sheriff. Nothing in this 
section or section 624.7131 shall be construed to limit or restrict the number of pistols 
or semiautomatic military-style assault weapons a person may acquire. 

Subd. 10. Restriction on records. If, after a determination that the transferee is not 
a person prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic mili­
tary-style assault weapon, a transferee requests that no record be maintained of the fact 
of who is the transferee of a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon, the 
chief of police or sheriff shall sign the transfer report and return it to the transferee as 
soon as possible. Thereafter, no government employee or agency shall maintain a rec­
ord of the transfer that identifies the transferee, and the transferee shall retain the report 
of transfer. 

Subd. 11. Forms; cost. Chiefs of police and sheriffs shall make transfer report 
forms available throughout the community. There shall be no charge for forms, reports, 
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investigations, notifications, waivers or any other act performed or materials provided 
by a government employee or agency in connection with a transfer. 

Subd. 12. Exclusions. This section shall not apply to transfers of antique firearms 
as curiosities or for their historical significance or value, transfers to or between feder­
ally licensed firearms dealers, transfers by order of court, involuntary transfers, trans­
fers at death or the following transfers: 

(a) a transfer by a person other than a federally licensed firearms dealer; 
(b) a loan to a prospective transferee if the loan is intended for a period of no more 

than one day; 
(c) the delivery of a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon to a per­

son for the purpose of repair, reconditioning or remodeling; 
(d) a loan by a teacher to a student in a course designed to teach marksmanship 

or safety with a pistol and approved by the commissioner of natural resources; 
(e) a loan between persons at a firearms collectors exhibition; 
(0 a loan between persons lawfully engaged in hunting or target shooting if the 

loan is intended for a period of no more than 12 hours; 
(g) a loan between law enforcement officers who have the power to make arrests 

other than citizen arrests; and 
(h) a loan between employees or between the employer and an employee in a busi­

ness if the employee is required to carry a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault 
weapon by reason of employment and is the holder of a valid permit to carry a pistol. 

Subd. 13. Appeal. A person aggrieved by the determination of a chief of police or 
sheriff that the person is prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or semi­
automatic military-style assault weapon may appeal the determination as provided in 
this subdivision. In Hennepin and Ramsey counties the municipal court shall have 
jurisdiction of proceedings under this subdivision. In the remaining counties of the 
state, the county court shall have jurisdiction of proceedings under this subdivision. 

On review pursuant to this subdivision, the court shall be limited to a determina­
tion of whether the proposed transferee is a person prohibited from possessing a pistol 
or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon by section 624.713. 

Subd. 14. Transfer to unknown party, (a) No person shall transfer a pistol or semi­
automatic military-style assault weapon to another who is not personally known to the 
transferor unless the proposed transferee presents evidence of identity to the transferor. 
A person who transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon in viola­
tion of this clause is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(b) No person who is not personally known to the transferor shall become a trans­
feree of a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon unless the person pre­
sents evidence of identity to the transferor. A person who becomes a transferee of a pis­
tol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon in violation of this clause is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

Subd. 15. Penalties. A person who does any of the following is guilty of a gross mis­
demeanor: 

(a) transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon in violation 
of subdivisions 1 to 13; 

(b) transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon to a person 
who has made a false statement in order to become a transferee, if the transferor knows 
or has reason to know the transferee has made the false statement; 

(c) knowingly becomes a transferee in violation of subdivisions 1 to 13; or 
(d) makes a false statement in order to become a transferee of a pistol or semiauto­

matic military-style assault weapon knowing or having reason to know the statement 
is false. 

Subd. 16. Local regulation. This section shall be construed to supersede municipal 
or county regulation of the transfer of pistols. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 31 
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624.714 CARRYING OF WEAPONS WITHOUT PERMIT; PENALTIES. 
Subdivision 1. Penalty, (a) A person, other than a law enforcement officer who has 

authority to make arrests other than citizens arrests, who carries, holds or possesses a 
pistol in a motor vehicle, snowmobile or boat, or on or about the person's clothes or 
the person, or otherwise in possession or control in a public place or public area without 
first having obtained a permit to carry the pistol is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. A 
person who is convicted a second or subsequent time is guilty of a felony. 

(b) A person who has been issued a permit and who engages in activities other than 
those for which the permit has been issued, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 13, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 32 

624.7162 FIREARMS DEALERS; SAFETY REQUIREMENTS. 
Subdivision 1. Firearms dealers. For purposes of this section, a firearms dealer is 

any person who is federally licensed to sell firearms from any location. 
Subd. 2. Notice required. In each business location where firearms are sold by a 

firearms dealer, the dealer shall post in a conspicuous location the following warning 
in block letters not less than one inch in height: "IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR 
LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WHERE A CHILD CAN OBTAIN ACCESS." 

Subd. 3. Fine. A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a 
petty misdemeanor and may be fined not more than $200. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 33 

624.7181 RIFLES AND SHOTGUNS IN PUBLIC PLACES. 
Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have 

the meanings given them. 
(a) "Carry" does not include: 
(1) the carrying of a rifle or shotgun to, from, or at a place where firearms are 

repaired, bought, sold, traded, or displayed, or where hunting, target shooting, or other 
lawful activity involving firearms occurs, or at funerals, parades, or other lawful cere­
monies; 

(2) the carrying by a person of a rifle or shotgun that is unloaded and in a gun case 
expressly made to contain a firearm, if the case fully encloses the firearm by being 
zipped, snapped, buckled, tied, or otherwise fastened, and no portion of the firearm is 
exposed; 

(3) the carrying of a rifle or shotgun by a person who has a permit under section 
624.714; 

(4) the carrying of an antique firearm as a curiosity or for its historical significance 
or value; or 

(5) the transporting of a rifle or shotgun in compliance with section 97B.045. 
(b) "Public place" means property owned, leased, or controlled by a governmental 

unit and private property that is regularly and frequently open to or made available for 
use by the public in sufficient numbers to give clear notice of the property's current ded­
ication to public use but does not include: a person's dwelling house or premises, the 
place of business owned or managed by the person, or land possessed by the person; 
a gun show, gun shop, or hunting or target shooting facility; or the woods, fields, or 
waters of this state where the person is present lawfully for the purpose of hunting or 
target shooting or other lawful activity involving firearms. 

Subd. 2. Gross misdemeanor. Whoever carries a rifle or shotgun on or about the 
person in a public place is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

Subd. 3. Exceptions. This section does not apply to officers, employees, or agents 
of law enforcement agencies or the armed forces of this state or the United States, or 
private detectives or protective agents, to the extent that these persons are authorized 
by law to carry firearms and are acting in the scope of official duties. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 34 
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