MINNESOTA STATUTES 1993 SUPPLEMENT

3534.08 LOCAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION CONSOLIDATION 174
CHAPTER 353A
LOCAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION CONSOLIDATION

353A.08 Effect on benefit coverage. 353A.10 Miscellaneous provisions.
353A.083 PERA-P&F benefit plan applicable to
pre-1993 consolidations,

353A.08 EFFECT ON BENEFIT COVERAGE.

Subdivision 1. Election of coverage by current retirees. A person who is receiving
a service pension, disability benefit, or survivorship benefit is eligible to elect benefit
coverage provided under the relevant provisions of the public employees police and fire
fund benefit plan or to retain benefit coverage provided under the relief association ben-
efit plan in effect on the effective date of the consolidation. The relevant provisions of
the public employees police and fire fund benefit plan for the person electing that bene-
fit coverage are limited to participation in the Minnesota postretirement investment
fund for any future postretirement adjustments based on the amount of the benefit or
pension payable on December 31, if December 31 is the effective date of consolidation,
or on the December 1 following the effective date of the consolidation, if other than
December 31. The survivorship benefit payable on behalf of any service pension or dis-
ability benefit recipient who elects benefit coverage under the public employees police
and fire fund benefit plan must be calculated under the relief association benefit plan
and is subject to participation in the Minnesota postretirement investment fund for any
future postretirement adjustments based on the amount of the survivorship benefit pay-
able.

By electing the public employees police and fire fund benefit plan, a current service
pension or disability benefit recipient who, as of the first January 1 occurring after the
effective date of consolidation, has been receiving the pension or benefit for at least
seven months, or any survivor benefit recipient who, as of the first January 1 occurring
after the effective date of consolidation, has been receiving the benefit on the person’s
own behalf or in combination with a prior applicable service pension or disability bene-
fit for at least seven months is eligible to receive a partial adjustment payable from the
Minnesota postretirement investment fund under section 11A.18, subdivision 9.

The election by any pension or benefit recipient must be made on or before the
deadline established by the board of the public employees retirement association in a
manner that recognizes the number of persons eligible to make the election and the
anticipated time required to conduct any required benefit counseling.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1992]

Subd. 3. Election of coverage by active members. A person who is employed as a
police officer or as a firefighter other than a volunteer firefighter, whichever applies, by
the municipality and is an active member of the relief association has the option to elect
benefit coverage under the public employees police and fire fund benefit plan or to
retain benefit coverage provided by the relief association benefit plan in effect on the
effective date of consolidation. The relevant provisions of the public employee police
and fire fund benefit plan for the person electing that benefit coverage are the relevant
provisions of the public employee police and fire fund benefit plan applicable to retire-
ment annuities, disability benefits, and survivor benefits, including participation in the
Minnesota postretirement investment fund, but excluding any provisions governing
the purchase of credit for prior service or making payments in lieu of member contribu-
tion deductions applicable to any period which occurred before the effective date of
consolidation.

An active member is eligible to make an election at one of the following times:

(a) within six months of the effective date of consolidation;

(b) between the date on which the active member attains the age of 49 years and
six months and the date on which the active member attains the age of 50 years; or
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(c) on the date on which the active member terminates active employment for pur-
poses of receiving a service pension or disability benefits, or within 90 days of the date
the member terminates active employment and defers receipt of a service pension,
whichever applies.

[For text of subd 4, see M.S.1992]

Subd. 5. Returning disabilitants; reemployed annuitants. A person who is receiving
a disability benefit from a consolidating local relicf association as of the effective date
of the consolidation and who recovers sufficiently from that disability following the
effective date of the consolidation to allow for a return to active employment as a police
officer or firefighter, whichever applies, with the municipality in which the consolidat-
ing relief association was located retains eligibility to the local relief association benefit
plan only and is not entitled to clect the public employees police and fire fund benefit
plan as an active member, even if the public employees police and fire fund benefit plan
was elected as a benefit recipient.

A person who becomes disabled following the effective date of the consolidation
is entitled 1o make a benefit plan coverage election as an active member upon the termi-
nation of active employment and commencement of the disability benefit and, upon
any return to active service, retains benefit plan coverage by the previously selected
benefit plan coverage clection.

A person who retired from a consolidating local relief association after the cffective
date of the consolidation, who has elected coverage by the public employees police and
fire fund benefit plan and who returns to active employment with an employing unit
covered by the public employees retirement association following the effective date of
consolidation is subject to the provisions of section 353.37.

[For text of subds 6 to 8, see M.S.1992]
History: 1993 ¢ 307 art 4 s 40-42

353A.083 PERA-P&F BENEFIT PLAN APPLICABLE TO PRE-1993 CONSOLIDA-
TIONS.

For any consolidation account in effect on May 24, 1993, the public employee
police and fire fund benefit plan applicable to consolidation account members who have
elected or will elect that benefit plan coverage under section 353A.08 is the pre-July 1,
1993, public employees police and fire fund benefit plan unless the applicable munici-
pality approves the extension of the post-June 30, 1993, public employees police and
fire fund benefit plan to the consolidation account.

History: /1993 ¢ 35256

353A.10 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1992]

Subd. 4. Refund of certain member contribution amounts. (a) The following persons
are entitled to receive a refund of certain member contribution amounts under para-
graph (b):

(1) A person who was an active member of a local police or firefighters relief associ-
ation upon its consolidation with the public employees retirement association, who
does not elect the type of benefit coverage provided by the public employees police and
fire benefit plan and who begins receipt of a service pension or a disability benefit from
the consolidation account, or who defers receipt of a service pension under the local
relief association plan upon application for the refund of excess contributions; or

(2) A person who is the surviving spouse, or if none, the surviving minor child,
or if none, the designated beneficiary of a person who was an active member of a local
police or firefighters relief association upon its consolidation with the fund, who did
not elect the type of benefit coverage provided by the public employees police and fire
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benefit plan and who dics prior to receiving a service pension or a disability benefit
from the consolidation account.

(b) The refund of certain member contribution amounts is the amount by which
any member contributions made to the consolidation account under section 353A.09,
subdivision 4, exceeds the amount of employee or member contributions which would
have been payable to the local relief association as provided in the benefit plan in effect
on the effective date of consolidation, plus interest at the rate of six percent, com-
pounded quarterly, from the date on which the contribution was made until the first
of the month in which the refund is paid.

(c) A refund of certain contribution amounts must occur as soon as practicable fol-
lowing receipt of a valid application from the appropriate person or the commencement
of receipt of the service pension or disability benefit or official notification of death,
whichever applies.

[For text of subds 5 to 7, see M.S.1992]
History: /1993 ¢ 307 art 4 5 43
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