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CHAPTER 343 

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY 

343.21 Overworking or mistreating animals; 
penalty. 

343.21 OVERWORKING OR MISTREATING ANIMALS; PENALTY. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 8, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 9. Penalty. A person who fails to comply with any provision of this section 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or subsequent violation of 
subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of subdivision 1 or 7 is guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor. 

Subd. 10. Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court 
shall require that pet or companion animals, as defined in section 346.36, subdivision 
6, that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in the custody of the 
person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate officer or agent unless 
the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately for an animal. 
If the evidence indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the burden 
is on the person to affirmatively demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the 
person is able and fit to have custody of and provide adequately for an animal. The 
court may limit the person's further possession or custody of pet or companion animals, 
and may impose other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but not 
limited to: 

(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, 
custody, or control of a pet or companion animal; 

(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent 
appointed pursuant to section 343.01, subdivision 1; 

(3) requiring performance by the person of community service in a humane facil­
ity; and 

(4) requiring the person to receive behavioral counseling. 
History: 1993 c 326 art 4 s 10,11 
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