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CHAPTER 297B 

MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX 

297B.OI Definitions. 297B.10 Penalties. 
297B.03 Exemptions. 

297B.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 5. Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" means any self-propelled vehicle not 
operated exclusively upon railroad tracks and any vehicle propelled or drawn by a self-
propelled vehicle for which registration is required by chapter 168. Motor vehicle 
includes vehicles known as trackless trolleys which are propelled by electric power 
obtained from overhead trolley wires but not operated upon rails and motor vehicles 
that are purchased on Indian reservations where the tribal council has entered into a 
motor vehicle excise tax refund agreement with the state of Minnesota. Motor vehicle 
does not include snowmobiles or manufactured homes. For purposes of taxation only 
under this section, "motor vehicle" includes a park trailer as defined in section 168.011, 
subdivision 8, paragraph (b). 

[For text ofsubds 6 to 9. see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 375 art 1 s 5 

297B.03 EXEMPTIONS. 
There is specifically exempted from the provisions of this chapter and from compu­

tation of the amount of tax imposed by it the following: 
(1) Purchase or use, including use under a lease purchase agreement or installment 

sales contract made pursuant to section 465.71, of any motor vehicle by the United 
States and its agencies and instrumentalities and by any person described in and subject 
to the conditions provided in section 297A.25, subdivision 18. 

(2) Purchase or use of any motor vehicle by any person who was a resident of 
another state at the time of the purchase and who subsequently becomes a resident of 
Minnesota, provided the purchase occurred more than 60 days prior to the date such 
person began residing in the state of Minnesota. 

(3) Purchase or use of any motor vehicle by any person making a valid election 
to be taxed under the provisions of section 297A.211. 

(4) Purchase or use of any motor vehicle previously registered in the state of Min­
nesota by any corporation or partnership when such transfer constitutes a transfer 
within the meaning of section 351 or 721 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended through December 31, 1988. 

(5) Purchase or use of any vehicle owned by a resident of another state and leased 
to a Minnesota based private or for hire carrier for regular use in the transportation of 
persons or property in interstate commerce provided the vehicle is titled in the state 
of the owner or secured party, and that state does not impose a sales or motor vehicle 
excise tax on motor vehicles used in interstate commerce. 

(6) Purchase or use of a motor vehicle by a private nonprofit or public educational 
institution for use as an instructional aid in automotive training programs operated by 
the institution. "Automotive training programs" includes motor vehicle body and 
mechanical repair courses but does not include driver education programs. 

(7) Purchase of a motor vehicle for use as an ambulance by an ambulance service 
licensed under section 144.802. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 1 s 6 
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297B.10 PENALTIES. 
(1) Any person, including person^ other than the purchaser, who prepares, com­

pletes, or submits a false or fraudulent motor vehicle purchaser's certificate with intent 
to defeat or evade the tax imposed under this chapter or any purchaser who fails to com­
plete or submit a motor vehicle purchaser's certificate with intent to defeat or evade 
the tax or who attempts to defeat or evade the tax in any manner, is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor unless the tax involved exceeds $300, in which event the person is guilty 
of a felony. The term "person" as used in this section includes any officer or employee 
of a corporation or a member or employee of a partnership who as an officer, member, 
or employee is under a duty to perform the act with respect to which the violation 
occurs. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 628.26 or any other provision of the 
criminal laws of this state, an indictment may be found and filed, or a complaint filed, 
upon any criminal offense specified in this section, in the proper court within six years 
after the commission of the offense. 

(2) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter, unless the viola­
tion be of the type referred to in clause (1), is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(3) When two or more offenses in clause (1) are committed by the same person 
within six months, the offenses may be aggregated; further, if the offenses are commit­
ted in more than one county, the accused may be prosecuted for all the offenses aggre­
gated under this clause in any county in which one of the offenses was committed. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 4 s 8 
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