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270.06 POWERS AND DUTIES. 
The commissioner of revenue shall: 
(1) have and exercise general supervision over the administration of the assess

ment and taxation laws of the state, over assessors, town, county, and city boards of 
review and equalization, and all other assessing officers in the performance of their 
duties, to the end that all assessments of property be made relatively just and equal in 
compliance with the laws of the state; 

(2) confer with, advise, and give the necessary instructions and directions to local 
assessors and local boards of review throughout the state as to their duties under the 
laws of the state; 

(3) direct proceedings, actions, and prosecutions to be instituted to enforce the 
laws relating to the liability and punishment of public officers and officers and agents 
of corporations for failure or negligence to comply with the provisions of the laws of 
this state governing returns of assessment and taxation of property, and cause com
plaints to be made against local assessors, members of boards of equalization, members 
of boards of review, or any other assessing or taxing officer, to the proper authority, for 
their removal from office for misconduct or negligence of duty; 

(4) require county attorneys to assist in the commencement of prosecutions in 
actions or proceedings for removal, forfeiture and punishment for violation of the laws 
of this state in respect to the assessment and taxation of property in their respective 
districts or counties; 

(5) require town, city, county, and other public officers to report information as 
to the assessment of property, collection of taxes received from licenses and other 
sources, and such other information as may be needful in the work of the department 
of revenue, in such form and upon such blanks as the commissioner may prescribe; 

(6) require individuals, copartnerships, companies, associations, and corporations 
to furnish information concerning their capital, funded or other debt, current assets and 
liabilities, earnings, operating expenses, taxes, as well as all other statements now 
required by law for taxation purposes; 

(7) subpoena witnesses, at a time and place reasonable under the circumstances, 
to appear and give testimony, and to produce books, records, papers and documents 
for inspection and copying relating to any matter which the commissioner may have 
authority to investigate or determine; 

(8) issue a subpoena which does not identify the person or persons with respect 
to whose liability the subpoena is issued, but only if (a) the subpoena relates to the 
investigation of a particular person or ascertainable group or class of persons, (b) there 
is a reasonable basis for believing that such person or group or class of persons may fail 
or may have failed to comply with any law administered by the commissioner, (c) the 
information sought to be obtained from the examination of the records (and the iden
tity of the person or persons with respect to whose liability the subpoena is issued) is 
not readily available from other sources, (d) the subpoena is clear and specific as to the 
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information sought to be obtained, and (e) the information sought to be obtained is lim
ited solely to the scope of the investigation. Provided further that the party served with 
a subpoena which does not identify the person or persons with respect to whose tax lia
bility the subpoena is issued shall have the right, within 20 days after service of the sub
poena, to petition the district court for the judicial district in which lies the county in 
which that party is located for a determination as to whether the commissioner of reve
nue has complied with all the requirements in (a) to (e), and thus, whether the subpoena 
is enforceable. If no such petition is made by the party served within the time pre
scribed, the subpoena shall have the force and effect of a court order; 

(9) cause the deposition of witnesses residing within or without the state, or absent 
therefrom, to be taken, upon notice to the interested party, if any, in like manner that 
depositions of witnesses are taken in civil actions in the district court, in any matter 
which the commissioner may have authority to investigate or determine; 

(10) investigate the tax laws of other states and countries and to formulate and 
submit to the legislature such legislation as the commissioner may deem expedient to 
prevent evasions of assessment and taxing laws, and secure just and equal taxation and 
improvement in the system of assessment and taxation in this state; 

(11) consult and confer with the governor upon the subject of taxation, the admin
istration of the laws in regard thereto, and the progress of the work of the department 
of revenue, and furnish the governor, from time to time, such assistance and informa
tion as the governor may require relating to tax matters; 

(12) transmit to the governor, on or before the third Monday in December of each 
even-numbered year, and to each member of the legislature, on or before November 
15 of each even-numbered year, the report of the department of revenue for the preced
ing years, showing all the taxable property in the state and the value of the same, in tab
ulated form; 

(13) inquire into the methods of assessment and taxation and ascertain whether 
the assessors faithfully discharge their duties, particularly as to their compliance with 
the laws requiring the assessment of all property not exempt from taxation; 

(14) administer and enforce the assessment and collection of state taxes and, from 
time to time, make, publish, and distribute rules for the administration and enforce
ment of state tax laws. The rules have the force of law; 

(15) prepare blank forms for the returns required by state tax law and distribute 
them throughout the state, furnishing them subject to charge on application; 

(16) prescribe rules governing the qualification and practice of agents, attorneys, 
or other persons representing taxpayers before the commissioner. The rules may 
require that those persons, agents, and attorneys show that they are of good character 
and in good repute, have the necessary qualifications to give taxpayers valuable ser
vices, and are otherwise competent to advise and assist taxpayers in the presentation 
of their case before being recognized as representatives of taxpayers. After due notice 
and opportunity for hearing, the commissioner may suspend and disbar from further 
practice before the commissioner any person, agent, or attorney who is shown to be 
incompetent or disreputable, who refuses to comply with the rules, or who with intent 
to defraud, willfully or knowingly deceives, misleads, or threatens a taxpayer or pro
spective taxpayer, by words, circular, letter, or by advertisement. This clause does not 
curtail the rights of individuals to appear in their own behalf or partners or corpora
tions' officers to appear in behalf of their respective partnerships or corporations; 

(17) appoint agents as the commissioner considers necessary to make examina
tions and determinations. The agents have the rights and powers conferred on the com
missioner to subpoena, examine, and copy books, records, papers, or memoranda, 
subpoena witnesses, administer oaths and affirmations, and take testimony. In addition 
to administrative subpoenas of the commissioner and the agents, upon demand of the 
commissioner or an agent, the court administrator of any district court shall issue a sub
poena for the attendance of a witness or the production of books, papers, records, or 
memoranda before the agent for inspection and copying. Disobedience of a court 
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administrator's subpoena shall be punished by the district court of the district in which 
the subpoena is issued, or in the case of a subpoena issued by the commissioner or an 
agent, by the district court of the district in which the party served with the subpoena 
is located, in the same manner as contempt of the district court; 

(18) appoint and employ additional help, purchase supplies or materials, or incur 
other expenditures in the enforcement of state tax laws as considered necessary. The 
salaries of all agents and employees provided for in this chapter shall be fixed by the 
appointing authority, subject to the approval of the commissioner of administration; 

(19) execute and administer any agreement with the secretary of the treasury of 
the United States or a representative of another state regarding the exchange of infor
mation and administration of the tax laws; 

(20) administer and enforce the provisions of sections 325D.30 to 325D.42, the 
Minnesota unfair cigarette sales act; 

(21) authorize the use of unmarked motor vehicles to conduct seizures or criminal 
investigations pursuant to the commissioner's authority; and 

(22) exercise other powers and perform other duties required of or imposed upon 
the commissioner of revenue by law. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 10 s 7 

270.063 COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT TAXES; COSTS. 
For the purpose of collecting delinquent state tax liabilities, there is appropriated 

to the commissioner of revenue an amount representing the cost of collection by con
tract with collection agencies, revenue departments of other states, or attorneys to 
enable the commissioner to reimburse these agencies, departments, or attorneys for this 
service. The commissioner shall report quarterly on the status of this program to the 
chair of the house tax and appropriation committees and senate tax and finance com
mittees. 

Notwithstanding section 16 A. 15, subdivision 3, the commissioner of revenue may 
authorize the prepayment of sheriffs fees, attorney fees, fees charged by revenue 
departments of other states, or court costs to be incurred in connection with the collec
tion of delinquent tax liabilities owed to the commissioner of revenue. 

History: 1993 c 192 s 84 

270.07 POWER TO ABATE; CORRECTION OF ERRORS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 2, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Additional powers of commissioner. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law the commissioner of revenue may, 

(a) based upon the administrative costs of processing, determine minimum stan
dards for the determination of additional tax for which an order shall be issued, and 

(b) based upon collection costs as compared to the amount of tax involved, deter
mine minimum standards of collection, and 

(c) based upon the administrative costs of processing, determine the minimum 
amount of refunds for which an order shall be issued and refund made where no claim 
therefor has been filed, and 

(d) cancel any amounts below these minimum standards determined under (a) and 
(b) hereof, and 

(e) based upon the inability of a taxpayer to pay a delinquent tax liability, abate 
the liability if the taxpayer agrees to perform uncompensated public service work for 
a state agency, a political subdivision or public corporation of this state, or a nonprofit 
educational, medical, or social service agency. The department of corrections shall 
administer the work program. No benefits under chapter 176 or 268 shall be available, 
but a claim authorized under section 3.739 may be made by the taxpayer. The state may 
not enter into any agreement that has the purpose of or results in the displacement of 
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public employees by a delinquent taxpayer under this section. The state must certify 
to the appropriate bargaining agent or employees, as applicable, that the work per
formed by a delinquent taxpayer will not result in the displacement of currently 
employed workers or layoff from a substantially equivalent position, including partial 
displacement such as reduction in hours of nonovertime work, wages, or other employ
ment benefits. The program authorized under this paragraph terminates June 30, 1998. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 6, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 375 art 17 s 6 

270.071 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubd 1. see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 2. Air commerce, (a) "Air commerce" means the transportation by aircraft 
of persons or property for hire in interstate, intrastate, or international transportation 
on regularly scheduled flights or on intermittent or irregularly timed flights by airline 
companies. 

(b) "Air commerce" includes but is not limited to an intermittent or irregularly 
timed flight, a flight arranged at the convenience of an airline and the person contract
ing for the transportation, or a charter flight. It includes any airline company making 
three or more flights in or out of Minnesota during a calendar year. 

(c) "Air commerce" does not include casual transportation for hire by aircraft 
commonly owned and used for private airflight purposes if the person furnishing the 
transportation does not hold out to be engaged regularly in transportation for hire. 

I For text ofsubds 3 to 9. see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 375 art 3 s 2 

270.072 TAXATION AND ASSESSMENT OF FLIGHT PROPERTY. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 2. Assessment of flight property. The flight property of all airline companies 
operating in Minnesota shall be assessed annually by the commissioner in the manner 
prescribed by sections 270.071 to 270.079. Aircraft with a gross weight of less than 
30,000 pounds and used on intermittent or irregularly timed flights shall be excluded 
from the provisions of sections 270.071 to 270.079. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 5. see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 375 art 3 s 3 

270.41 BOARD OF ASSESSORS. 
Subdivision 1. Creation; purpose; powers. A board of assessors is created. The 

board shall establish, conduct, review, supervise, coordinate, and approve courses in 
assessment practices, and establish criteria for determining assessor's qualifications. 
The board shall also consider other matters relating to assessment administration 
brought before it by the commissioner of revenue. The board may grant, renew, sus
pend, or revoke an assessor's license. 

Subd. 2. Members. The board shall consist of nine members, who shall be 
appointed by the commissioner of revenue, in the manner provided herein. The mem
bers shall include: 

(1) two from the department of revenue; 
(2) two county assessors; 
(3) two assessors who are not county assessors, one of whom shall be a township 

assessor; 
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(4) one from the private appraisal field holding a professional appraisal designa
tion; and 

(5) two public members as defined by section 214.02. 
The appointment provided in clauses (2) and (3) may be made from two lists of 

not less than three names each, one submitted to the commissioner of revenue by the 
Minnesota association of assessing officers or its successor organization containing rec
ommendations for the appointment of appointees described in clause (2), and one by 
the Minnesota association of assessors, inc. or its successor organization containing rec
ommendations for the appointees described in clause (3). The lists must be submitted 
30 days before the commencement of the term. In the case of a vacancy, a new list shall 
be furnished to the commissioner by the respective organization immediately. A mem
ber of the board who is no longer engaged in the capacity listed above is disqualified 
from membership in the board. 

The board shall annually elect a chair and a secretary of the board. 
Subd. 3. Licenses; refusal or revocation. The board may refuse to grant or renew, 

or may suspend or revoke, a license of an applicant or licensee for any of the following 
causes or acts: 

(1) failure to complete required training; 
(2) inefficiency or neglect of duty; 
(3) "unprofessional conduct" which means knowingly neglecting to perform a duty 

required by law, or violation of the laws of this state relating to the assessment of prop
erty or unlawfully exempting property or knowingly and intentionally listing property 
on the tax list at substantially less than its market value or the level required by law 
in order to gain favor or benefit, or knowingly and intentionally misclassifying property 
in order to gain favor or benefit; 

(4) conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude; or 
(5) any other cause or act that in the board's opinion warrants a refusal to issue 

or suspension or revocation of a license. 
Subd. 4. Rules. The board of assessors may adopt rules under chapter 14, defining 

or interpreting grounds for refusing to grant or renew, and for suspending or revoking 
a license under this section. An action of the board of assessors in refusing to grant or 
renew a license or in suspending or revoking a license is subject to review in accordance 
with chapter 14. 

Subd. 5. Prohibited activity. An assessor, deputy assessor, assistant assessor, 
appraiser, or other person employed by an assessment jurisdiction or contracting with 
an assessment jurisdiction for the purpose of valuing or classifying property for prop
erty tax purposes is prohibited from making appraisals or analyses, accepting an 
appraisal assignment, or preparing an appraisal report as defined in section 82B.02, 
subdivisions 2 to 5, on any property within the assessment jurisdiction where the indi
vidual is employed or performing the duties of the assessor under contract. Violation 
of this prohibition shall result in immediate revocation of the individual's license to 
assess property for property tax purposes. This prohibition must not be construed to 
prohibit an individual from carrying out any duties required for the proper assessment 
of property for property tax purposes. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 3 s 4 

270.66 RIGHT OF SETOFF. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 4. Political subdivision debts, (a) As used in this subdivision, "political sub
division" means counties and home rule charter or statutory cities, and "debts" means 
a legal obligation to pay a fixed amount of money, which equals or exceeds $100 and 
which is due and payable to the claimant political subdivision. 

(b) If one political subdivision owes a debt to another political subdivision, and 
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the debt has not been paid within six months of the date when payment was due, the 
creditor political subdivision may notify the commissioner of revenue of the debt, and 
shall provide the commissioner with information sufficient to verify the claim. If the 
commissioner has reason to believe that the claim is valid, and the debt has not been 
paid, the commissioner shall initiate setoff procedures under this subdivision. 

(c) Within ten days of receipt of the notification from the creditor political subdi
vision, the commissioner shall send a written notice to the debtor political subdivision, 
advising it of the nature and amount of the claim. This written notice shall advise the 
debtor of the creditor political subdivision's intention to request setoff of the refund 
against the debt. 

The notice will also advise the debtor that the debt can be setoff against a state aid 
payment, and will advise the debtor of the right to contest the validity of the claim at 
a hearing. The debtor must assert this right by written request to the commissioner of 
revenue, which request the commissioner must receive within 45 days of the mailing 
date of the notice. 

(d) If the commissioner receives written notice of a debtor political subdivision's 
intention to contest at hearing the claim upon which the intended setoff is based, the 
commissioner shall initiate a hearing according to contested case procedures estab
lished in the state administrative procedure act not later than 30 days after receipt of 
the debtor's request for a hearing. The costs of the hearing shall be paid equally by the 
political subdivisions that are parties to the hearing. The office of administrative hear
ings shall separately bill each political subdivision for one-half of the costs. 

(e) If the debtor political subdivision does not object to the claim, or does not pre
vail in an objection to the claim or at a hearing on the claim, the commissioner of reve
nue shall deduct the amount of the debt from the next payment scheduled to be made 
to the debtor under section 273.1398 or chapter 477A. The commissioner shall remit 
the amount deducted to the claimant political subdivision. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 17 s 7 

270.70 LEVY AND DISTRAINT. 
Subdivision 1. Authority of commissioner. If any tax payable to the commissioner 

of revenue or to the department of revenue is not paid when due, such tax may be col
lected by the commissioner of revenue within five years after the date of assessment 
of the tax, or if a lien has been filed, during the period the lien is enforceable, or if the 
tax judgment has been filed, within the statutory period of enforcement of a valid tax 
judgment, by a levy upon all property and rights to property, including any property 
in the possession of law enforcement officials, of the person liable for the payment or 
collection of such tax (except that which is exempt from execution pursuant to section 
550.37 and amounts received under United States Code, title 29, chapter 19, as 
amended through December 31,1989) or property on which there is a lien provided 
in section 270.69. For this purpose, the term "tax" shall include any penalty, interest, 
and costs properly payable. The term "levy" includes the power of distraint and seizure 
by any means; provided, no entry can be made upon the business premises or residence 
of a taxpayer in order to seize property without first obtaining a writ of entry listing 
the property to be seized and signed by a judge of the district court of the district in 
which the business premises or residence is located. 

/For text ofsubds 2 to 18, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 375 art 10 s 8 

270.7001 CONTINUOUS LEVY. 
Subdivision 1. Authority. The commissioner may, within five years after the date 

of assessment of the tax, or if a lien has been filed under section 270.69, within the statu
tory period for enforcement of the lien, give notice to a person, officer, or political sub
division or agency of the state to withhold the amount of any tax, interest, or penalties 
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due from a taxpayer, or the amount due from an employer or person who has failed 
to withhold and transmit amounts due from any payments to the taxpayer, employer, 
or person. The amounts withheld shall be transmitted to the commissioner at the times 
the commissioner designates. 

Subd. 2. Levy continuous. The levy made under subdivision 1 is continuous from 
the date the notice is received until (1) the amount due stated on the notice has been 
withheld or (2) the notice has been released by the commissioner under section 
270.709, whichever occurs first. 

Subd. 3. Amount to be withheld. The amount required to be withheld under this 
section is the least of: 

(1) the amount stated on the notice; 
(2) if the taxpayer, employer, or person is not a natural person, 100 percent of the 

payment; 
(3) if the taxpayer, employer, or person is an individual, 25 percent of the pay

ment. 
Subd. 4. Payments covered. For purposes of this section, the term payments does 

not include wages as defined in section 290.92 or funds in a deposit account as defined 
in section 336.9-105. The term payments does include the following: 

(1) payments due for services of independent contractors, dividends, rents, royal
ties, residuals, patent rights, and mineral or other natural resource rights; 

(2) payments or credits under written or oral contracts for services or sales whether 
denominated as wages, salary, commission, bonus, or otherwise, if the payments are 
not covered by section 290.92, subdivision 23; and 

(3) any other periodic payments or credits resulting from an enforceable obliga
tion to the taxpayer, employer, or person. 

Subd. 5. Determination of status; effect. A determination of a person's status as an 
independent contractor under this section docs not affect the determination of the per
son's status for the purposes of any other law or rule. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 10 s 9 

270.78 PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO MAKE PAYMENT BY ELECTRONIC 
FUNDS TRANSFER. 

In addition to other applicable penalties imposed by law, after notification from 
the commissioner of revenue to the taxpayer that payments for a tax administered by 
the commissioner are required to be made by means of electronic funds transfer, and 
the payments are remitted by some other means, there is a penalty in the amount of 
five percent of each payment that should have been remitted electronically. The penalty 
can be abated under the abatement procedures prescribed in section 270.07, subdivi
sion 6, if the failure to remit the payment electronically is due to reasonable cause. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 10 s 10 

CONTAMINATION TAX 

270.91 CONTAMINATION TAX. 
Subdivision 1. Imposition. A tax is annually imposed on the contamination value 

of taxable real property in this state. 
Subd. 2. Initial tax rates. Unless the rates under subdivision 3 or 4 apply, the tax 

imposed under this section equals 100 percent of the class rate for the property under 
section 273.13, multiplied by the contamination value of the property. 

Subd. 3. Tax rates, nonresponsible party. If neither the owner nor the operator of 
the taxable real property, in the assessment year, is a responsible person under chapter 
115B or a responsible party under chapter 18D for the presence of contaminants on 
the property, unless subdivision 4 applies, the tax imposed under this section equals 
25 percent of the class rate for the property under section 273.13, multiplied by the con-
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tamination value of the property. A determination under section 115B.177 or other 
similar determination by the commissioner of the pollution control agency or by the 
commissioner of agriculture for a release of agricultural chemicals is dispositive of 
whether the owner or operator is not a responsible person under chapter 18D or 115B 
for purposes of this section. To qualify under this subdivision, the property owner must 
provide the assessor with a copy of the determination by July 1 of the assessment year. 

Subd. 4. Tax rates after plan approval, (a) The tax imposed under this subdivision 
applies for the first assessment year that begins after one of the following occurs: 

(1) a response action plan for the property has been approved by the commissioner 
of the pollution control agency or by the commissioner of agriculture for an agricultural 
chemical release or incident subject to chapter 18D and work under the plan has begun; 
or 

(2) the contaminants are asbestos and the property owner has in place an abate
ment plan for enclosure, removal, or encapsulation of the asbestos or a proactive, in-
place management program pursuant to the rules, requirements, and formal policies 
of the United States environmental protection agency. To qualify under this clause, the 
property owner must (1) have entered into a binding contract with a licensed contractor 
for completion of the work, (2) have obtained a license from the commissioner of health 
and begun the work, or (3) implemented a proactive, in-place management program 
pursuant to the rules, requirements, and formal policies of the United States environ
mental protection agency. An abatement plan must provide for completion of the work 
within a reasonable time period, as determined by the assessors. An asbestos manage
ment program must cover a period of time and require such proactive practices as are 
required by the rules, requirements, and formal policies of the United States environ
mental protection agency. 

(b) To qualify under paragraph (a), the property owner must provide the assessor 
with a copy of: (1) the approved response action plan; (2) a copy of the asbestos abate
ment plan and contract for completion of the work or the owner's license to perform 
the work; or (3) a copy of the approved asbestos management program. The property 
owner also must file with the assessor an affidavit indicating when work under the 
response action plan or asbestos abatement plan began. 

(c) The tax imposed under this subdivision equals 50 percent of the class rate for 
the property under section 273.13, multiplied by the contamination value of the prop
erty. 

(d) The tax imposed under this subdivision equals 12.5 percent of the class rate 
for the property under section 273.13, multiplied by the contamination value of the 
property. The tax under this paragraph applies if one of the following conditions is sat
isfied: 

(1) the contaminants arc subject to chapter 115B and neither the owner nor the 
operator of the taxable real property in the assessment year is a responsible person 
under chapter 115B; 

(2) the contaminants are subject to chapter 18D and neither the owner nor the 
operator of the taxable real property in the assessment year is a responsible party under 
chapter 18D; 

(3) the contaminants arc asbestos and neither the owner nor the operator of the 
taxable real property in the assessment year is required to undertake asbestos-related 
work, but is implementing a proactive in-place management program. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 1 
NOTK: This section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 375. article 12. section 1. is effective beginning with taxes 

assessed in 1994, payable in 1995. and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. Sec Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 12. 

270.92 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Scope of application. For purposes of sections 270.91 to 270.98, the 

following terms have the meanings given. 
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Subd. 2. Assessment year. "Assessment year" means the assessment year for pur
poses of general ad valorem property taxes. 

Subd. 3. Contaminant. "Contaminant" means a harmful substance as defined in 
section 115B.25, subdivision 7a. 

Subd. 4. Contaminated market value. "Contaminated market value" is the amount 
determined under section 270.93. 

Subd. 5. Presence of contaminants. "Presence of contaminants" includes the 
release or threatened release, as defined in section 115B.02, subdivision 15, of contami
nants on the property. 

Subd. 6. Response plan. "Response plan" means: (1) a development action 
response plan, as defined in section 469.174, subdivision 17; (2) a response action plan 
under chapter 115B or a corrective action plan under chapter 18D; (3) a plan for correc
tive action approved by the commissioner of agriculture under section 18D. 105; or (4) 
a plan for corrective action approved by the commissioner of the pollution control 
agency under section 115C.03. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 2 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1993. chapter 375. article 12. section 2, is effective beginning with taxes 

assessed in 1994, payable in 1995. and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. Sec Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 12. 

270.93 TAX BASE; CONTAMINATION VALUE. 
The contamination value of a parcel of property is the amount of the market value 

reduction, if any, that is granted for general ad valorem property tax purposes for the 
assessment year because of the presence of contaminants. The contamination value for 
a property may be no greater than the estimated cost of implementing a reasonable 
response action plan or asbestos abatement plan or management program for the prop
erty. These reductions in market value include those granted by a court, by a board of 
review, by the assessor upon petition or request of a property owner, or by the assessor. 
Reductions granted by the assessor are included only if the assessor reduced the proper
ty's market value for the presence of contaminants using an appraisal method or meth
ods that are specifically designed or intended to adjust for the valuation effects of the 
presence of contaminants. The contamination value for a parcel with a reduction in 
value of less than $10,000 is zero. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 3 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 3, is effective beginning with taxes 

assessed in 1994. payable in 1995, and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. Sec Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 12. 

270.94 EXEMPTIONS. 
(a) The tax imposed by sections 270.91 to 270.98 does not apply to the contamina

tion value of a parcel of property attributable to contaminants that were addressed by 
a response action plan for the property, if the commissioner of the pollution control 
agency, or the commissioner of agriculture for a release subject to chapter 18D, has 
determined that all the requirements of the plan have been satisfied. This exemption 
applies beginning for the first assessment year after the commissioner of the pollution 
control agency, or the commissioner of agriculture determines that the implementation 
of a response action plan has been completed. To qualify under this paragraph, the 
property owner must provide the assessor with a copy of the determination by the com
missioner of the pollution control agency or the commissioner of agriculture of the 
completion of the response action plan. 

(b) The tax imposed by sections 270.91 to 270.98 does not apply to the contamina
tion value of a parcel that is attributable to asbestos, if the work has been completed 
under an asbestos abatement plan and the property owner provides the assessor with 
an affidavit stating the work under the abatement plan has been completed and any 
other evidence or information the assessor requests. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 4 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 4, is effective beginning with taxes 
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assessed in 1994. payable in 1995. and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. Sec Laws 1993. chapter .175. article 12, section 12. 

270.95 PAYMENT; ADMINISTRATION. 
The tax imposed under sections 270.91 to 270.98 is payable at the same time and 

manner as the regular ad valorem property tax. The tax is subject to the penalty, inter
est, lien, forfeiture, and any other rules for collection of the regular ad valorem property 
tax. If a reduction in market value that creates contamination value is granted after the 
ad valorem property tax has been paid, the contamination tax must be subtracted from 
the amount to be refunded to the property owner. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 5 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 375. article 12. section 5, is effective beginning with taxes 

assessed in 1994, payable in 1995. and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. See Laws 1993. chapter 375, article 12, section 12. 

270.96 DUTIES. 
Subdivision 1. Assessors. Each assessor shall notify the county auditor of the con

tamination value under section 270.91 by the separate tax rate categories under subdi
visions 2, 3, and 4 for each parcel of property within the assessor's jurisdiction. The 
assessor shall provide notice of the contamination value to the property owner by the 
later of June 1 of the assessment year or 30 days after the reduction in market value 
is finally granted. 

Subd. 2. Auditor. The county auditor shall prepare separate lists of the contamina
tion values for all property located in the county that are taxed under section 270.91, 
subdivisions 2, 3, and 4. The commissioner shall prescribe the form of the listing. The 
auditor shall include the amount of the contamination taxes on the contamination 
value for the assessment year on the regular ad valorem property tax statement under 
section 276.04. 

Subd. 3. Treasurer, (a) The county treasurer shall pay the proceeds of the tax 
imposed under section 270.91, subdivision 4, less the amount retained by the county 
for the cost of administration under section 270.98, to the commissioner at the same 
times provided for the ad valorem property tax settlements. 

(b) The county treasurer shall pay the proceeds of the tax imposed under section 
270.91, subdivisions 2 and 3, to the local taxing jurisdictions in the same manner pro
vided for the distribution of ad valorem property taxes. 

Subd. 4. Court ordered reductions in value. If a court orders a reduction in market 
value for purposes of the ad valorem property tax because of the presence of contami
nants on the property, the court shall include in its order an offset for payment of the 
tax on contaminated value under section 270.91. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 6 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 6. is effective beginning with taxes 

assessed in 1994, payable in 1995, and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. !!.ec Laws 1993, chapter 375. article 12, section 12. 

270.97 DEPOSIT OF REVENUES. 
The commissioner shall deposit all revenues derived from the tax, interest, and 

penalties received from the county in the contaminated site cleanup and development 
account in the general'fund. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 7 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 7, is effective beginning with taxes 

assessed in 1994, payable in 1995. and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. See Laws 1993, chapter 375. article 12. section 12. 

270.98 LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS. 
The county may retain five percent of the total revenues derived from the tax 

imposed under section 270.91, subdivision 4, including interest and penalties, as com
pensation for administering the tax. The county board may reimburse municipalities 
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for the services provided by assessors employed by the municipality in administering 
sections 270.91 to 270.98. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 12 s 8 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 37S, article 12. section 8, is effective beginning with taxes 

assessed in 1994, payable in 1995, and applies to reductions in market value in effect for the year regardless of when they 
were granted. See Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 12, section 12. 
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