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216C.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. la. Alternative fuel. "Alternative fuel" means natural gas; liquefied petro­
leum gas; hydrogen; coal-derived liquefied fuels; electricity; methanol, denatured etha­
nol, and other alcohols; mixtures containing 85 percent or more, or other percentage 
as may be set by regulation by the Secretary of the United States Department of Energy, 
by volume of methanol, denatured ethanol, and other alcohols with gasoline or other 
fuels; fuels other than alcohol that are derived from biological materials; and other fuel 
that the Secretary of the United States Department of Energy determines by regulation 
to be an alternative fuel within the meaning of section 301(2) of the National Energy 
Policy Act of 1992. 

Subd. lb. Alternative fuel vehicle. "Alternative fuel vehicle" means a dedicated or 
a dual-fuel vehicle. 

[For text ofsubd 2. see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 2a. Dedicated fuel vehicle. "Dedicated fuel vehicle" means a vehicle that 
operates solely on alternative fuels. 

[For text ofsubd 3. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 4. Dual-fuel vehicle. "Dual-fuel vehicle" means a vehicle that is capable of 
operating on an alternative fuel and is capable of operating on gasoline or diesel fuel. 

History: 1993 c 254 s 2-5 

216C.15 ENERGY SUPPLY EMERGENCY CONSERVATION AND ALLOCA­
TION PLAN. 

Subdivision 1. Priorities and requirements. The commissioner shall maintain an 
emergency conservation and allocation plan. The plan shall provide a variety of strate­
gies and staged conservation measures to reduce energy use and in the event of an 
energy supply emergency, shall establish guidelines and criteria for allocation of fuels 
to priority users. The plan shall contain alternative conservation actions and allocation 
plans to reasonably meet various foreseeable shortage circumstances and allow a choice 
of appropriate responses. The plan shall be consistent with requirements of federal 
emergency energy conservation and allocation laws and regulations, shall be based on 
reasonable energy savings or transfers from scarce energy resources and shall: 

(a) give priority to individuals, institutions, agriculture, businesses, and public 
transit under contract with the commissioner of transportation or the regional transit 
board which demonstrate they have engaged in energy-saving measures and shall 
include provisions to insure that: 

(1) immediate allocations to individuals, institutions, agriculture, businesses, and 
public transit be based on needs at energy conservation levels; 

(2) successive allocations to individuals, institutions, agriculture, businesses, and 
public transit be based on needs after implementation of required action to increase 
energy conservation; and 
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(3) needs of individuals, institutions, and public transit are adjusted to insure the 
health and welfare of the young, old and infirm; 

(b) insure maintenance of reasonable job safety conditions and avoid environmen­
tal sacrifices; 

(c) establish programs, controls, standards, priorities or quotas for the allocation, 
conservation and consumption of energy resources; and for the suspension and modifi­
cation of existing standards and the establishment of new standards affecting or 
affected by the use of energy resources, including those related to the type and composi­
tion of energy sources, and to the hours and days during which public buildings, com­
mercial and industrial establishments, and other energy consuming facilities may or are 
required to remain open; 

(d) establish programs to control the use, sale or distribution of commodities, 
materials, goods or services; 

(e) establish regional programs and agreements for the purpose of coordinating the 
energy resources, programs and actions of the state with those of the federal govern­
ment, of local governments, and of other states and localities; 

(f) determine at what level of an energy supply emergency situation the pollution 
control agency shall be requested to ask the governor to petition the president for a tem­
porary emergency suspension of air quality standards as required by the Clean Air Act, 
United States Code, title 42, section 741 Of; and 

(g) establish procedures for fair and equitable review of complaints and requests 
for special exemptions regarding emergency conservation measures or allocations. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 83 s 4 

216C.17 ENERGY FORECASTS, STATISTICS AND INFORMATION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Duplication. The commissioner shall, to the maximum extent feasible, 
provide that forecasts required under this section be consistent with material required 
by other state and federal agencies in order to prevent unnecessary duplication. Public 
electric utilities submitting advance forecasts containing all information specified in 
section 116C.54, subdivision 1, as part of an integrated resource plan filed pursuant to 
public utilities commission rules shall be excluded from the annual reporting require­
ment in subdivision 2. 

[For text ofsubds 4 and 5, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 327 s 14 

216C.36 [Repealed, 1993 c 327 s 24] 

216C.37 ENERGY CONSERVATION INVESTMENT LOANS. 
Subdivision 1. Definitions. In this section: 
(a) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of public service. 
(b) "Maxi-audit" means a detailed engineering analysis of energy-saving improve­

ments to existing buildings or stationary energy-using systems, including (1) modifica­
tions to building structures; (2) heating, ventilating, and air conditioning systems; (3) 
operation practices; (4) lighting; and (5) other factors that relate to energy use. The pri­
mary purpose of the engineering analysis is to quantify the economic and engineering 
feasibility of energy-saving improvements that require capital expenditures or major 
operational modifications. 

(c) "Energy conservation investments" means all capital expenditures that are 
associated with conservation measures identified in a maxi-audit or energy project 
study, and that have a ten-year or less payback period. 
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(d) "Municipality" means any county, statutory or home rule charter city, town, 
school district, or any combination of those units operating under an agreement to 
jointly undertake projects authorized in this section. 

(e) "Energy project study" means a study of one or more energy-related capital 
improvement projects analyzed in sufficient detail to support a financing application. 
At a minimum, it must include one year of energy consumption and cost data, a 
description of existing conditions, a description of proposed conditions, a detailed 
description of the costs of the project, and calculations sufficient to document the pro­
posed energy savings. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 8, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 163 art 1 s 28; 1993 c 327 s 15 

216C.40 ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLES. 
Subdivision 1. State policy. It is in the long-term economic, environmental, and 

social interest of the state of Minnesota to promote the development and market pene­
tration of alternative fuel vehicles that reduce harmful emissions from motor vehicles 
as defined in United States Code, title 42, section 7550(2), so as to assist in attaining 
and maintaining healthful air quality, to provide fuel security through a diversity of 
alternative fuel supply sources, and to develop additional markets for indigenous crop-
based fuels. 

Subd. 2. State plan. The policies developed and implemented under this section 
are intended to form part of the state plan that may be submitted by the governor to 
the Secretary of the United States Department of Energy under section 409 of the 
National Energy Policy Act of 1992. In developing the policies and the state plan, the 
department shall hold public hearings, at least one of which must be held outside the 
counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, and Washington. 

Subd. 3. Report to legislature. The department shall, after consultation with the 
public utilities commission, the environmental quality board, the pollution control 
agency, the department of transportation, the department of administration, the 
department of agriculture, and. the department of trade and economic development, 
submit a report to the legislature by January 1, 1994, detailing the department's prog­
ress and all actions taken by units of state government to implement the policies set 
forth in subdivision 1 concerning alternative fuels. 

Subd. 4. Condition precedent. The duties of the department under this section are 
conditional on the commissioner of public service finding that there will be at least one 
public utility that will be subject to the assessment created by Laws 1993, chapter 254, 
section 7. 

Subd. 5. Repealer. This section expires July 1, 2003. 

History: 1993 c 254 s 6 
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