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169.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 51, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 52. Tow truck or towing vehicle. "Tow truck" or "towing vehicle" means a 
motor vehicle having a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 8,000 pounds or 
more, equipped with a crane and winch, or an attached device used exclusively to trans­
port vehicles, and further equipped to control the movement of the towed or trans­
ported vehicle. 

[For text ofsubds 53 and 54, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 55. Implement of husbandry, (a) "Implement of husbandry" means every 
vehicle, including a farm tractor and farm wagon, designed or adapted exclusively for 
agricultural, horticultural, or livestock-raising operations or for lifting or carrying an 
implement of husbandry. 

(b) A towed vehicle meeting the description in paragraph (a) is an implement of 
husbandry without regard to whether the vehicle is towed by an implement of hus­
bandry or by a registered motor vehicle. 

[For text ofsubds 56 to 76, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 77. Transit bus. "Transit bus" means a bus engaged in regular route transit 
as denned in section 174.22, subdivision 8. 

Subd. 78. Recreational vehicle combination. "Recreational vehicle combination" 
means a combination of vehicles consisting of a pickup truck as defined in section 
168.011, subdivision 29, attached by means of a fifth-wheel coupling to a camper-
semitrailer which has hitched to it a trailer carrying a watercraft as defined in section 
86B.005, subdivision 18. For purposes of this subdivision: 

(a) A "fifth-wheel coupling" is a coupling between a camper-semitrailer and a tow­
ing pickup truck in which a portion of the weight of the camper-semitrailer is carried 
over or forward of the rear axle of the towing pickup. 
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169.01 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 24 

(b) A "camper-semitrailer" is a trailer, other than a manufactured home as denned 
in section 327B.01, subdivision 13, designed for human habitation and used for vaca­
tion or recreational purposes for limited periods. 

History: 1993 c 83 s 1; 1993 c HI s 1; 1993 c 117 s 5; 1993 c 187 s 2 
NOTE: The repeal of subdivision 77, as added by Laws 1993. chapter 111, section 1, is effective November 1. 1995. 

See Laws 1993, chapter 111. section 3. 

169.042 TOWING; NOTICE TO VICTIM OF VEHICLE THEFT. 
Subdivision 1. Notification. A law enforcement agency shall make a reasonable and 

good-faith effort to notify the victim of a reported vehicle theft within 48 hours after 
the agency recovers the vehicle. The notice must specify when the agency expects to 
release the vehicle to the owner and how the owner may pick up the vehicle. 

Subd. 2. Violation dismissal. A traffic violation citation given to the owner of the 
vehicle as a result of the vehicle theft must be dismissed if the owner presents, by mail 
or in person, a police report or other verification that the vehicle was stolen at the time 
of the violation. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 6 s 1 

169.06 SIGNS, SIGNALS, MARKINGS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6. Pedestrian control signals. Whenever special pedestrian-control signals 
exhibiting the words "Walk" or "Don't Walk" are in place such signals shall indicate 
as follows: 

(a) "Walk", flashing or steady. Pedestrians facing such signals may proceed across 
the roadway in the direction of the signal. 

(b) "Don't Walk", flashing or steady. No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway 
in the direction of such signals, but any pedestrian who has partially crossed on the 
"Walk" signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the "Don't Walk" signal 
is showing. 

(c) A pedestrian crossing a roadway in conformity with this section is lawfully 
within the intersection and, when in a crosswalk, is lawfully within the crosswalk. 

[For text ofsubds 7 and 8, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 115 s 1 

169.09 ACCIDENTS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 6, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 7. Accident report to commissioner. The driver of a vehicle involved in an 
accident resulting in bodily injury to or death of any person or total property damage 
to an apparent extent of $500 or more, shall forward a written report of the accident 
to the commissioner of public safety within ten days thereof. On the required report, 
the driver shall provide the commissioner with the name and policy number of the 
insurer providing vehicle liability coverage at the time of the accident. On determining 
that the original report of any driver of a vehicle involved in an accident of which report 
must be made as provided in this section is insufficient, the commissioner of public 
safety may require the driver to file supplementary reports. 

[For text ofsubds 8 to 12, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 13. Reports confidential; evidence, fee, penalty, appropriation, (a) All written 
reports and supplemental reports required under this section shall be for the use of the 
commissioner of public safety and other appropriate state, federal, county, and munici­
pal governmental agencies for accident analysis purposes, except: 
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25 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.121 

(1) the commissioner of public safety or any law enforcement agency shall, upon 
written request of any person involved in an accident or upon written request of the 
representative of the person's estate, surviving spouse, or one or more surviving next 
of kin, or a trustee appointed pursuant to section 573.02, disclose to the requester, the 
requester's legal counsel, or a representative of the requester's insurer the report 
required under subdivision 8; 

(2) the commissioner of public safety shall, upon written request, provide the 
driver filing a report under subdivision 7 with a copy of the report filed by the driver; 

(3) the commissioner of public safety may verify with insurance companies vehi­
cle insurance information to enforce sections 65B.48, 169.792, 169.793, 169.796, and 
169.797; 

(4) the commissioner of public safety may give to the commissioner of transporta­
tion the name and address of a carrier subject to section 221.031 for use in enforcing 
accident report requirements under chapter 221; and 

(5) the commissioner of public safety may give to the United States Department 
of Transportation commercial vehicle accident information in connection with federal 
grant programs relating to safety. 

(b) Accident reports and data contained in the reports shall not be discoverable 
under any provision of law or rule of court. No report shall be used as evidence in any 
trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accident, except that the commissioner of public 
safety shall furnish upon the demand of any person who has, or claims to have, made 
a report, or, upon demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident 
report has or has not been made to the commissioner solely to prove compliance or fail­
ure to comply with the requirements that the report be made to the commissioner. 

(c) Nothing in this subdivision prevents any person who has made a report pursu­
ant to this section from providing information to any persons involved in an accident 
or their representatives or from testifying in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of 
an accident, as to facts within the person's knowledge. It is intended by this subdivision 
to render privileged the reports required, but it is not intended to prohibit proof of the 
facts to which the reports relate. 

(d) Disclosing any information contained in any accident report, except as pro­
vided in this subdivision, section 13.82, subdivision 3 or 4, or other statutes, is a misde­
meanor. 

(e) The commissioner of public safety may charge authorized persons a $5 fee for 
a copy of an accident report. 

(f) The commissioner and law enforcement agencies may charge commercial users 
who request access to response or incident data relating to accidents a fee not to exceed 
50 cents per report. "Commercial user" is a user who in one location requests access 
to data in more than five accident reports per month, unless the user establishes that 
access is not for a commercial purpose. Money collected by the commissioner under 
this paragraph is appropriated to the commissioner. 

[For text ofsubds 14 and 15, see M.S.1992J 

History: 1993 c 351 s 27.28 

169.121 DRIVERS UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to lb, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. lc. Conditional release. A person charged with violating subdivision 1 
within ten years of the first of three prior impaired driving convictions or within the 
person's lifetime after four or more prior impaired driving convictions may be released 
from detention only upon the following conditions unless maximum bail is imposed: 

(1) the impoundment of the registration plates of the vehicle used to commit the 
violation occurred, unless already impounded; 
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(2) a requirement that the alleged violator report weekly to a probation agent; 
(3) a requirement that the alleged violator abstain from consumption of alcohol 

and controlled substances and submit to random, weekly alcohol tests or urine analyses; 
and 

(4) a requirement that, if convicted, the alleged violator reimburse the court or 
county for the total cost of these services. 

Subd. 2. Evidence. Upon the trial of any prosecution arising out of acts alleged to 
have been committed by any person arrested for driving, operating, or being in physical 
control of a motor vehicle in violation of subdivision 1, the court may admit evidence 
of the amount of alcohol or a controlled substance in the person's blood, breath, or 
urine as shown by an analysis of those items. 

For the purposes of this subdivision, evidence that there was at the time an alcohol 
concentration of 0.04 or more is relevant evidence in indicating whether or not the per­
son was under the influence of alcohol. 

Evidence of the refusal to take a test is admissible into evidence in a prosecution 
under this section or an ordinance in conformity with it. 

If proven by a preponderance of the evidence, it shall be an affirmative defense to 
a violation of subdivision 1, clause (e), that the defendant consumed a sufficient quan­
tity of alcohol after the time of actual driving, operating, or physical control of a motor 
vehicle and before the administration of the evidentiary test to cause the defendant's 
alcohol concentration to exceed 0.10. Provided, that this evidence may not be admitted 
unless notice is given to the prosecution prior to the omnibus or pretrial hearing in the 
matter. 

The foregoing provisions do not limit the introduction of any other competent evi­
dence bearing upon the question whether or not the person violated this section, includ­
ing tests obtained more than two hours after the alleged violation and results obtained 
from partial tests on an infrared breath-testing instrument. A result from a partial test 
is the measurement obtained by analyzing one adequate breath sample, as defined in 
section 169.123, subdivision 2b, paragraph (b). 

Subd. 3. Criminal penalties, (a) As used in this subdivision: 
(1) "prior impaired driving conviction" means a prior conviction under this sec­

tion; section 84.91, subdivision 1, paragraph (a); 86B.331, subdivision 1, paragraph (a); 
169.129; 360.0752; 609.21, subdivision 1, clauses (2) to (4); 609.21, subdivision 2, 
clauses (2) to (4); 609.21, subdivision 2a, clauses (2) to (4); 609.21, subdivision 3, 
clauses (2) to (4); 609.21, subdivision 4, clauses (2) to (4); or an ordinance from this 
state, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with any of them. A 
prior impaired driving conviction also includes a prior juvenile adjudication that 
would have been a prior impaired driving conviction if committed by an adult; and 

(2) "prior license revocation" means a driver's license suspension, revocation, or 
cancellation under this section; section 169.123; 171.04; 171.14; 171.16; 171.17; or 
171.18 because of an alcohol-related incident; 609.21, subdivision 1, clauses (2) to (4); 
609.21, subdivision 2, clauses (2) to (4); 609.21, subdivision 2a, clauses (2) to (4); 
609.21, subdivision 3, clauses (2) to (4); or 609.21, subdivision 4, clauses (2) to (4). 

(b) A person who violates subdivision 1 or la, or an ordinance in conformity with 
either of them, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(c) A person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor under any of the following circum­
stances: 

(1) the person violates subdivision 1 within five years of a prior impaired driving 
conviction, or within ten years of the first of two or more prior impaired driving convic­
tions; 

(2) the person violates subdivision la within five years of a prior license revoca­
tion, or within ten years of the first of two or more prior license revocations; 

(3) the person violates section 169.26 while in violation of subdivision 1; or 
(4) the person violates subdivision 1 while a child under the age of 16 is in the vehi­

cle, if the child is more than 36 months younger than the violator. 
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27 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.121 

(d) The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occurred who is respon­
sible for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be responsible 
for prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section. 

When an attorney responsible for prosecuting gross misdemeanors under this sec­
tion requests criminal history information relating to prior impaired driving convic­
tions from a court, the court must furnish the information without charge. 

Subd. 3a. Habitual offender penalties, (a) If a person has been convicted under this 
section, section 169.129, an ordinance in conformity with either of them, or a statute 
or ordinance from another state in conformity with either of them, and if the person 
is then convicted of a gross misdemeanor violation of this section, a violation of section 
169.129, or an ordinance in conformity with either of them (1) once within five years 
after the first conviction or (2) two or more times within ten years after the first convic­
tion, the person must be sentenced to a minimum of 30 days imprisonment or to eight 
hours of community work service for each day less than 30 days that the person is 
ordered to serve in jail. Provided, that if a person is convicted of violating this section, 
section 169.129, or an ordinance in conformity with either of them two or more times 
within five years after the first conviction, or within five years after the first of two or 
more license revocations, as defined in subdivision 3, paragraph (a), clause (2), the per­
son must be sentenced to a minimum of 30 days imprisonment and the sentence may 
not be waived under paragraph (b) or (c). Notwithstanding section 609.135, the above 
sentence must be executed, unless the court departs from the mandatory minimum sen­
tence under paragraph (b) or (c). 

(b) Prior to sentencing the prosecutor may file a motion to have the defendant sen­
tenced without regard to the mandatory minimum sentence established by this subdivi­
sion. The motion must be accompanied by a statement on the record of the reasons for 
it. When presented with the prosecutor's motion and if it finds that substantial mitigat­
ing factors exist, the court shall sentence the defendant without regard to the mandatory 
minimum sentence established by this subdivision. 

(c) The court may, on its own motion, sentence the defendant without regard to 
the mandatory minimum sentence established by this subdivision if it finds that sub­
stantial mitigating factors exist and if its sentencing departure is accompanied by a 
statement on the record of the reasons for it. 

(d) The court may sentence the defendant without regard to the mandatory mini­
mum sentence established by this subdivision if the defendant is sentenced to proba­
tion and ordered to participate in a program established under section 169.1265. 

(e) When any portion of the sentence required by this subdivision is not executed, 
the court should impose a sentence that is proportional to the extent of the offender's 
prior criminal and moving traffic violation record. 

[For text ofsubds 3b and 3c. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 4. Administrative penalties, (a) The commissioner of public safety shall 
revoke the driver's license of a person convicted of violating this section or an ordi­
nance in conformity with it as follows: 

(1) first offense under subdivision 1: not less than 30 days; 
(2) first offense under subdivision la: not less than 90 days; 
(3) second offense in less than five years, or third or subsequent offense on the 

record: (i) if the current conviction is for a violation of subdivision 1, not less than 180 
days and until the court has certified that treatment or rehabilitation has been success­
fully completed where prescribed in accordance with section 169.126; or (ii) if the cur­
rent conviction is for a violation of subdivision la, not less than one year and until the 
court has certified that treatment or rehabilitation has been successfully completed 
where prescribed in accordance with section 169.126; 

(4) third offense in less than five years: not less than one year, together with denial 
under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (8), until rehabilitation is established in 
accordance with standards established by the commissioner; 
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(5) fourth or subsequent offense on the record: not less than two years, together 
with denial under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (8), until rehabilitation is estab­
lished in accordance with standards established by the commissioner. 

(b) If the person convicted of violating this section is under the age of 21 years, 
the commissioner of public safety shall revoke the offender's driver's license or operat­
ing privileges for a period of six months or for the appropriate period of time under 
paragraph (a), clauses (1) to (5), for the offense committed, whichever is the greatest 
period. 

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, a juvenile adjudication under this section, 
section 169.129, an ordinance in conformity with either of them, or a statute or ordi­
nance from another state in conformity with either of them is an offense. 

(d) Whenever department records show that the violation involved personal 
injury or death to any person, not less than 90 additional days shall be added to the 
base periods provided above. 

(e) Except for a person whose license has been revoked under paragraph (b), any 
person whose license has been revoked pursuant to section 169.123 as the result of the 
same incident, and who does not have a prior impaired driving conviction or prior 
license revocation as denned in subdivision 3 within the previous ten years, is subject 
to the mandatory revocation provisions of paragraph (a), clause (1) or (2), in lieu of the 
mandatory revocation provisions of section 169.123. 

[For text ofsubds 5 and 5a, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6. Preliminary screening test. When a peace officer has reason to believe 
from the manner in which a person is driving, operating, controlling, or acting upon 
departure from a motor vehicle, or has driven, operated, or controlled a motor vehicle, 
that the driver may be violating or has violated subdivision 1 or section 169.1211, the 
officer may require the driver to provide a sample of the driver's breath for a prelimi­
nary screening test using a device approved by the commissioner of public safety for 
this purpose. The results of this preliminary screening test shall be used for the purpose 
of deciding whether an arrest should be made and whether to require the tests autho­
rized in section 169.123, but shall not be used in any court action except (1) to prove 
that a test was properly required of a person pursuant to section 169.123, subdivision 
2; (2) in a civil action arising out of the operation or use of the motor vehicle; (3) in 
an action for license reinstatement under section 171.19; or (4) in a prosecution or juve­
nile court proceeding concerning a violation of section 340A.503, subdivision 1, para­
graph (a), clause (2). Following the screening test additional tests may be required of 
the driver pursuant to the provisions of section 169.123. 

The driver who refuses to furnish a sample of the driver's breath is subject to the 
provisions of section 169.123 unless, in compliance with section 169.123, the driver 
submits to a blood, breath or urine test to determine the presence of alcohol or a con­
trolled substance. 

Subd. 7. License revocation; court procedures. On behalf of the commissioner of 
public safety a court shall serve notice of revocation on a person convicted of a viola­
tion of this section unless the commissioner has already revoked the person's driving 
privileges or served the person with a notice of revocation for a violation of section 
169.123 arising out of the same incident. 

The court shall invalidate the driver's license or permit in such a way that no iden­
tifying information is destroyed. 

[For text ofsubds 8 to 11, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 266 s 18; 1993 c 326 art 13 s 12; 1993 c 347 s 3-7 

169.1217 FORFEITURE OF MOTOR VEHICLES USED TO COMMIT CERTAIN 
TRAFFIC OFFENSES. 

Subdivision 1. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the 
meanings given them: 
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(a) "Appropriate authority" means a law enforcement agency that has the author­
ity to make an arrest for a violation of a designated offense. 

(b) "Designated offense" includes a violation of section 169.121, an ordinance in 
conformity with it, or 169.129: 

(1) within five years of three prior driving under the influence convictions or three 
prior license revocations based on separate incidents; 

(2) within 15 years of the first of four or more prior driving under the influence 
convictions or the first of four or more prior license revocations based on separate inci­
dents; 

(3) by a person whose driver's license or driving privileges have been canceled 
under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (8); or 

(4) by a person who is subject to a restriction on the person's driver's license under 
section 171.09 which provides that the person may not use or consume any amount of 
alcohol or a controlled substance. 

"Designated offense" also includes a violation of section 169.121, subdivision 3, 
paragraph (c), clause (4): 

(1) within five years of two prior driving under the influence convictions or two 
prior license revocations based on separate incidents; or 

(2) within 15 years of the first of three or more prior driving under the influence 
convictions or the first of three or more prior license revocations based on separate inci­
dents. 

(c) "Motor vehicle" and "vehicle" have the meaning given "motor vehicle" in sec­
tion 169.121, subdivision 11. The terms do not include a vehicle which is stolen or 
taken in violation of the law. 

(d) "Owner" means the registered owner of the motor vehicle according to records 
of the department of public safety and includes a lessee of a motor vehicle if the lease 
agreement has a term of 180 days or more. 

(e) "Prior driving under the influence conviction" means a prior conviction under 
section 169.121; 169.129; or 609.21, subdivision 1, clauses (2) to (4); 2, clauses (2) to 
(4); 2a, clauses (2) to (4); 3, clauses (2) to (4); or 4, clauses (2) to (4); or an ordinance 
from this state, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with any of 
them. A prior driving under the influence conviction also includes a prior juvenile adju­
dication that would have been a prior driving under the influence conviction if commit­
ted by an adult. 

(f) "Prior license revocation" has the meaning given it in section 169.121, subdivi­
sion 3. 

(g) "Prosecuting authority" means the attorney in the jurisdiction in which the 
designated offense occurred who is responsible for prosecuting violations of a desig­
nated offense. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 8, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 9. Disposition of forfeited vehicles, (a) If the court finds under subdivision 
8 that the vehicle is subject to forfeiture, it shall order the appropriate agency to: 

(1) sell the vehicle and distribute the proceeds under paragraph (b); or 
(2) keep the vehicle for official use. 
(b) The proceeds from the sale of forfeited vehicles, after payment of seizure, stor­

age, forfeiture, and sale expenses, and satisfaction of valid liens against the property, 
must be forwarded to the treasury of the political subdivision that employs the appro­
priate agency responsible for the forfeiture for use in DWI-related enforcement, train­
ing and education. If the appropriate agency is an agency of state government, the net 
proceeds must be forwarded to the agency for use in DWI-related enforcement, train­
ing, and education until June 30, 1994, and thereafter to the state treasury and credited 
to the general fund. 

History: 1993 c 347 s 8,9 
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169.122 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 30 

169.122 OPEN BOTTLE LAW; PENALTY. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 5. Exception. This section does not apply to the possession or consumption 
of alcoholic beverages by passengers in: 

(1) a bus operated under a charter as denned in section 221.011, subdivision 20; 
or 

(2) a limousine as denned in section 168.011, subdivision 35. 

History: 1993 c 350 s 1 

169.123 CHEMICAL TESTS FOR INTOXICATION. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 2. Implied consent; conditions; election of test, (a) Any person who drives, 
operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice 
of any boundary water of this state consents, subject to the provisions of this section 
and sections 169.121 and 169.1211, to a chemical test of that person's blood, breath, 
or urine for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol or a controlled sub­
stance. The test shall be administered at the direction of a peace officer. The test may 
be required of a person when an officer has probable cause to believe the person was 
driving, operating, or in physical control of a motor vehicle in violation of section 
169.121 and one of the following conditions exist: 

(1) the person has been lawfully placed under arrest for violation of section 
169.121, or an ordinance in conformity with it; 

(2) the person has been involved in a motor vehicle accident or collision resulting 
in property damage, personal injury, or death; 

(3) the person has refused to take the screening test provided for by section 
169.121, subdivision 6; or 

(4) the screening test was administered and indicated an alcohol concentration of 
0.10 or more. 

The test may also be required of a person when an officer has probable cause to 
believe the person was driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor 
vehicle with the presence of any alcohol. 

(b) At the time a test is requested, the person shall be informed: 
(1) that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to determine if the person 

is under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance or, if the motor vehicle was 
a commercial motor vehicle, that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to 
determine the presence of alcohol; 

(2) that refusal to take a test is a crime; 
(3) if the peace officer has probable cause to believe the person has violated the 

criminal vehicular homicide and injury laws, that a test will be taken with or without 
the person's consent; and 

(4) that the person has the right to consult with an attorney, but that this right is 
limited to the extent that it cannot unreasonably delay administration of the test. 

(c) The peace officer who requires a test pursuant to this subdivision may direct 
whether the test shall be of blood, breath, or urine. Action may be taken against a person 
who refuses to take a blood test only if an alternative test was offered and action may 
be taken against a person who refuses to take a urine test only if an alternative test was 
offered. 

[For text ofsubds 2a to 3, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 4. Refusal; revocation of license. If a person refuses to permit a test, none 
shall be given, but the peace officer shall report the refusal to the commissioner of public 
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safety and the authority having responsibility for prosecution of misdemeanor offenses 
for the jurisdiction in which the acts occurred. However, if a peace officer has probable 
cause to believe that the person has violated section 609.21, a test may be required and 
obtained despite the person's refusal. A refusal to submit to an alcohol concentration 
test does not constitute a violation of section 609.50, unless the refusal was accompa­
nied by force or violence or the threat of force or violence. If a person submits to a test 
and the test results indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more, or if a person 
was driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor vehicle and the 
test results indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more, the results of the test shall 
be reported to the commissioner of public safety and to the authority having responsi­
bility for prosecution of misdemeanor offenses for the jurisdiction in which the acts 
occurred. 

Upon certification by the peace officer that there existed probable cause to believe 
the person had been driving, operating, or in physical control of a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance and that the person refused to 
submit to a test, the commissioner of public safety shall revoke the person's license or 
permit to drive, or nonresident operating privilege, for a period of one year even if a 
test was obtained pursuant to this section after the person refused to submit to testing. 
Upon certification by the peace officer that there existed probable cause to believe the 
person had been driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor vehi­
cle with the presence of any alcohol and that the person refused to submit to a test, the 
commissioner shall disqualify the person from operating a commercial motor vehicle 
for a period of one year under section 171.165 and shall revoke the person's license or 
permit to drive or nonresident operating privilege for a period of one year. Upon certifi­
cation by the peace officer that there existed probable cause to believe the person had 
been driving, operating or in physical control of a motor vehicle while under the influ­
ence of alcohol or a controlled substance and that the person submitted to a test and 
the test results indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more, the commissioner of 
public safety shall revoke the person's license or permit to drive, or nonresident operat­
ing privilege, for: (1) a period of 90 days; or (2) if the person is under the age of 21 years, 
for a period of six months; or (3) if the person's driver's license or driving privileges 
have been revoked within the past five years under this section or section 169.121, for 
a period of 180 days. On certification by the peace officer that there existed probable 
cause to believe the person had been driving, operating, or in physical control of a com­
mercial motor vehicle with any presence of alcohol and that the person submitted to 
a test and the test results indicated an alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more, the com­
missioner of public safety shall disqualify the person from operating a commercial 
motor vehicle under section 171.165. 

If the person is a resident without a license or permit to operate a motor vehicle 
in this state, the commissioner of public safety shall deny to the person the issuance 
of a license or permit for the same period after the date of the alleged violation as pro­
vided herein for revocation, subject to review as hereinafter provided. 

[For text ofsubd 5, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 5a. Test refusal; driving privilege lost, (a) On behalf of the commissioner of 
public safety, a peace officer requiring a test or directing the administration of a chemi­
cal test shall serve immediate notice of intention to revoke and of revocation on a per­
son who refuses to permit a test or on a person who submits to a test the results of which 
indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more. 

(b) On behalf of the commissioner of public safety, a peace officer requiring a test 
or directing the administration of a chemical test of a person driving, operating, or in 
physical control of a commercial motor vehicle shall serve immediate notice of inten­
tion to disqualify and of disqualification on a person who refuses to permit a test, or 
on a person who submits to a test the results of which indicate an alcohol concentration 
of 0.04 or more. 

(c) The officer shall either: 
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(1) take the driver's license or permit, if any, send it to the commissioner of public 
safety along with the certificate required by subdivision 4, and issue a temporary license 
effective only for seven days; or 

(2) invalidate the driver's license or permit in such a way that no identifying infor­
mation is destroyed. 

[For text ofsubds 5b to 10, see M.S.1992J 

History: 1993 c 266 s 19; 1993 c 347 s 10,11 

169.1265 PILOT PROGRAMS OF INTENSIVE PROBATION FOR REPEAT DWI 
OFFENDERS. 

Subdivision 1. Grant application. The commissioners of corrections and public 
safety, in cooperation with the commissioner of human services, shall jointly adminis­
ter a program to provide grants to counties to establish and operate programs of inten­
sive probation for repeat violators of the driving while intoxicated laws. The 
commissioners shall adopt an application form on which a county or a group of coun­
ties may apply for a grant to establish and operate a DWI repeat offender program. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 4, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 146 art 2 s 11 

169.129 AGGRAVATED VIOLATIONS; PENALTY. 
Any person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor who drives, operates, or is in physical 

control of a motor vehicle, the operation of which requires a driver's license, within this 
state or upon the ice of any boundary water of this state in violation of section 169.121 
or an ordinance in conformity with it before the person's driver's license or driver's 
privilege has been reinstated following its cancellation, suspension, revocation, or 
denial under any of the following: section 169.121, 169.1211, or 169.123; section 
171.04, 171.14, 171.16, 171.17, or 171.18 because of an alcohol-related incident; sec­
tion 609.21, subdivision 1, clauses (2) to (4); 609.21, subdivision 2, clauses (2) to (4); 
609.21, subdivision 2a, clauses (2) to (4); 609.21, subdivision 3, clauses (2) to (4); or 
609.21, subdivision 4, clauses (2) to (4). 

History: 1993 c 347 s 12 

169.14 SPEED RESTRICTIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 9, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 10. Radar; speed-measuring devices; standards of evidence. In any prosecu­
tion in which the rate of speed of a motor vehicle is relevant, evidence of the speed as 
indicated on rada'r or other speed-measuring device is admissible in evidence, subject 
to the following conditions: 

(a) The officer operating the device has sufficient training to properly operate the 
equipment; 

(b) The officer testifies as to the manner in which the device was set up and oper­
ated; 

(c) The device was operated with minimal distortion or interference from outside 
sources; and 

(d) The device was tested by an accurate and reliable external mechanism, 
method, or system at the time it was set up. 

Records of tests made of such devices and kept in the regular course of operations 
of any law enforcement agency are admissible in evidence without further foundation 
as to the results of the tests. The records shall be available to a defendant upon demand. 
Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to preclude or interfere with cross exami­
nation or impeachment of evidence of the rate of speed as indicated on the radar or 
speed-measuring device. 
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Subd. 11. Hand-held police traffic radar. Law enforcement agencies that use hand­
held radar units shall establish operating procedures to reduce the operator's exposure 
to microwave radiation. The procedures, at a minimum, must require: 

(1) that the operator turn the unit off when it is not in use; 
(2) if the unit has a stand-by mode, that the operator use this mode except when 

measuring a vehicle's speed; 
(3) that the operator not allow the antenna to rest against the operator's body while 

it is in operation; and 
(4) that the operator always point the antenna unit away from the operator and 

any other person in very close proximity to the unit. 

History: 1993 c 26 s 1; 1993 c 61 s 1 

169.145 IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY; SPEED; BRAKES. 
No person may: 
(1) drive or tow an implement of husbandry that exceeds 6,000 pounds registered 

gross weight or gross vehicle weight and is not equipped with brakes; or 
(2) tow a vehicle registered as a farm trailer that exceeds 6,000 pounds registered 

gross weight or gross vehicle weight and is not equipped with brakes and exceeding 
6,000 pounds, at a speed in excess of 25 miles per hour. 

History: 1993 c 187 s 3 

169.18 DRIVING RULES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 5. Driving left of roadway center; exception, (a) No vehicle shall be driven 
to the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction unless such left side is clearly visible and is free of 
oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing 
to be completely made without interfering with the safe operation of any vehicle 
approaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle overtaken. In every event the 
overtaking vehicle must return to the right-hand side of the roadway before coming 
within 100 feet of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction; 

(b) Except on a one-way roadway or as provided in paragraph (c), no vehicle shall, 
in overtaking and passing another vehicle or at any other time, be driven to the left half 
of the roadway under the following conditions: 

(1) When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where 
the driver's view along the highway is obstructed within a distance of 700 feet; 

(2) When approaching within 100 feet of any underpass or tunnel, railroad grade 
crossing, intersection within a city, or intersection outside of a city if the presence of 
the intersection is marked by warning signs; or 

(3) Where official signs are in place prohibiting passing, or a distinctive center line 
is marked, which distinctive line also so prohibits passing, as declared in the manual 
of traffic-control devices adopted by the commissioner. 

(c) Paragraph (b) does not apply to a self-propelled or towed implement of hus­
bandry that (1) is escorted at the front by a registered motor vehicle that is displaying 
vehicular hazard warning lights visible to the front and rear in normal sunlight, and (2) 
does not extend into the left half of the roadway to any greater extent than made neces­
sary by the total width of the right half of the roadway together with any adjacent shoul­
der that is suitable for travel. 

[For text ofsubds 6 and 7, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 8. Following vehicle too closely, (a) The driver of a motor vehicle shall not 
follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard 
for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the conditions of the highway. 
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(b) The driver of any motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, or the driver of any 
motor truck or bus, when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business or residence 
district, shall not follow within 500 feet of another vehicle. The provisions of this clause 
shall not be construed to prevent overtaking and passing nor shall the same apply upon 
any lane specially designated for use by motor trucks. 

[For text ofsubds 9 and 10, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 26 s 2,3; 1993 c 187 s 4 

169.20 RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 5a. Citation. A peace officer may issue a citation in lieu of arrest to the driver 
of a motor vehicle if the peace officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has 
failed to yield the right-of-way to an emergency vehicle in violation of subdivision 5. 

Subd. 5b. Violation; penalty for owners and lessees, (a) If a motor vehicle is oper­
ated in violation of subdivision 5, the owner of the vehicle, or for a leased motor vehicle 
the lessee of the vehicle, is guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply if (1) a person other than the owner or lessee was 
operating the vehicle at the time the violation occurred, or (2) the owner presents writ­
ten evidence that the motor vehicle had been reported to a law enforcement agency as 
stolen at the time of the violation. 

(c) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps 
a record of the name and address of the lessee. 

(d) Paragraph (a) does not prohibit or limit the prosecution of a motor vehicle 
operator for violating subdivision 5. 

(e) A violation under paragraph (a) does not constitute grounds for revocation or 
suspension of the owner's or lessee's driver's license. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 7. Transit bus. The driver of a vehicle traveling in the right-hand lane of traf­
fic shall yield the right-of-way to any transit bus attempting to enter that lane from a 
bus stop or shoulder, as indicated by a flashing left turn signal. 

History: 1993 c 83 s 2; 1993 c 304 s 1,2 

169.222 OPERATION OF BICYCLES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 6. Bicycle equipment, (a) No person shall operate a bicycle at nighttime 
unless the bicycle or its operator is equipped with a lamp which shall emit a white light 
visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a red reflector of a type 
approved by the department of public safety which is visible from all distances from 
100 feet to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head 
lamps on a motor vehicle. No person may operate a bicycle at any time when there is 
not sufficient light to render persons and vehicles on the highway clearly discernible at 
a distance of 500 feet ahead unless the bicycle or its operator is equipped with reflective 
surfaces that shall be visible during the hours of darkness from 600 feet when viewed 
in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. 

The reflective surfaces shall include reflective materials on each side of each pedal 
to indicate their presence from the front or the rear and with a minimum of 20 square 
inches of reflective material on each side of the bicycle or its operator. Any bicycle 
equipped with side reflectors as required by regulations for new bicycles prescribed by 
the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission shall be considered to meet 
the requirements for side reflectorization contained in this subdivision. 
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A bicycle may be equipped with a rear lamp that emits a red flashing signal. 
(b) No person shall operate a bicycle unless it is equipped with a brake which will 

enable the operator to make the braked wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement. 
(c) No person shall operate upon a highway any bicycle equipped with handlebars 

so raised that the operator must elevate the hands above the level of the shoulders in 
order to grasp the normal steering grip area. 

(d) No person shall operate upon a highway any bicycle which is of such a size as 
to prevent the operator from stopping the bicycle, supporting it with at least one foot 
on the highway surface and restarting in a safe manner. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 10. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 11. Peace officers operating bicycles. The provisions of this section govern­
ing operation of bicycles do not apply to bicycles operated by peace officers while per­
forming their duties. 

History: 1993 c 326 art 4 s 2; art 7s 2 

169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGES FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 2a, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Identifying certificate, (a) The division of driver and vehicle services in 
the department of public safety shall issue (1) immediately, a temporary permit valid 
for 30 days, if the person is eligible for the certificate issued under this paragraph, and 
(2) a special identifying certificate for a motor vehicle when a physically disabled appli­
cant submits proof of physical disability under subdivision 2a. The commissioner shall 
design separate certificates for persons with permanent and temporary disabilities that 
can be readily distinguished from each other from outside a vehicle at a distance of 25 
feet. The certificate is valid for the duration of the person's disability, as specified in 
the physician's or chiropractor's statement, up to a maximum of six years. A person 
with a disability of longer duration will be required to renew the certificate for addi­
tional periods of time, up to six years each, as specified in the physician's or chiroprac­
tor's statement. 

(b) When the commissioner is satisfied that a motor vehicle is used primarily for 
the purpose of transporting physically disabled persons, the division may issue without 
charge (1) immediately, a temporary permit valid for 30 days, if the operator is eligible 
for the certificate issued under this paragraph, and (2) a special identifying certificate 
for the vehicle. The operator of a vehicle displaying the certificate or temporary permit 
has the parking privileges provided in subdivision 1 while the vehicle is in use for trans­
porting physically disabled persons. The certificate issued to a person transporting 
physically disabled persons must be renewed every third year. On application and 
renewal, the person must present evidence that the vehicle continues to be used for 
transporting physically disabled persons. 

(c) A certificate must be made of plastic or similar durable material, must be dis­
tinct from certificates issued before January 1, 1988, and must bear its expiration date 
prominently on its face. A certificate issued to a temporarily disabled person must dis­
play the date of expiration of the duration of the disability, as determined under para­
graph (a). Each certificate must have printed on the back a summary of the parking 
privileges and restrictions that apply to each vehicle in which it is used. The commis­
sioner may charge a fee of $5 for issuance or renewal of a certificate or temporary per­
mit, and a fee of $5 for a duplicate to replace a lost, stolen, or damaged certificate or 
temporary permit. The commissioner shall not charge a fee for issuing a certificate to 
a person who has paid a fee for issuance of a temporary permit. 

Subd. 4. Unauthorized use; revocation; penalty. If a peace officer finds that the cer­
tificate or temporary permit is being improperly used, the officer shall report the viola­
tion to the division of driver and vehicle services in the department of public safety 
and the commissioner of public safety may revoke the certificate or temporary permit. 
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A person who uses the certificate or temporary permit in violation of this section is 
guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of $500. 

History: 1993 c 98 s 4,5 

169.346 PARKING FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED; PROHIBITIONS; PENAL­
TIES. 

Subdivision 1. Parking criteria. A person shall not: 
(1) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to a parking space designated and 

reserved for the physically disabled, on either private or public property; 
(2) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to an area designated by a local gov­

ernmental unit as a transfer zone for disabled persons; 
(3) exercise the parking privilege provided in section 169.345, unless: 
(i) that person is a physically disabled person as defined in section 169.345, subdi­

vision 2, or the person is transporting or parking a vehicle for a physically disabled per­
son; and 

(ii) the vehicle visibly displays one of the following: a license plate issued under 
section 168.021, a certificate issued under section 169.345, a temporary permit valid 
for 30 days issued under section 168.021 or 169.345, or an equivalent certificate, insig­
nia, or license plate issued by another state, a foreign country, or one of its political sub­
divisions; or 

(4) park a motor vehicle in an area used as a regular route transit stopping point 
where a transit vehicle that is accessible to the physically disabled regularly stops and 
a sign that bears the international symbol of access in white on blue is posted. A sign 
posted under this clause may display other information relating to the regular route 
transit service. For purposes of this clause, an area used as a regular route transit stop­
ping point consists of the 80 feet immediately preceding the sign described in this 
clause. 

Subd. 2. Signs; parking spaces free of obstructions; penalty, (a) Parking spaces 
reserved for physically disabled persons must be designated and identified by the post­
ing of signs incorporating the international symbol of access in white on blue and indi­
cating that violators arc subject to a fine of up to $200. These parking spaces are 
reserved for disabled persons with vehicles displaying the required certificate, license 
plates, temporary permit valid for 30 days, or insignia. Signs sold after August 1, 1991, 
must conform to the design requirements in this paragraph. For purposes of this subdi­
vision, a parking space that is clearly identified as reserved for physically disabled per­
sons by a permanently posted sign that does not meet all design standards, is considered 
designated and reserved for physically disabled persons. A sign posted for the purpose 
of this section must be visible from inside a vehicle parked in the space, be kept clear 
of snow or other obstructions which block its visibility, and be nonmovable or only 
movable by authorized persons. 

(b) The owner or manager of the property on which the designated parking space 
is located shall ensure that the space is kept free of obstruction. If the owner or manager 
allows the space to be blocked by snow, merchandise, or similar obstructions for 24 
hours after receiving a warning from a peace officer, the owner or manager is guilty of 
a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of up to $500. 

Subd. 3. Penalty; enforcement. A person who violates subdivision 1 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than $ 100 or more than $200. This subdivision 
shall be enforced in the same manner as parking ordinances or regulations in the gov­
ernmental subdivision in which the violation occurs. Law enforcement officers have the 
authority to tag vehicles parked on either private or public property in violation of sub­
division 1. A physically disabled person, or a person parking a vehicle for a disabled 
person, who is charged with violating subdivision 1 because the person parked in a 
parking space for physically disabled persons without the required certificate, license 
plates, or temporary permit shall not be convicted if the person produces in court or 
before the court appearance the required certificate, temporary permit, or evidence that 
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the person has been issued license plates under section 168.021, and demonstrates enti­
tlement to the certificate, plates, or temporary permit at the time of arrest or tagging. 

Subd. 4. Local ordinance; citizen enforcement program. A city of the first or second 
class may, by ordinance, establish a program to enforce the parking restrictions of this 
section or any similar local ordinance, relating to parking spaces for the physically dis­
abled, by using citizen volunteers to issue citations to violators. The ordinance shall 
contain a process for training program participants in the requirements of the law, the 
method of issuing citations, and other related matters. Program participants who sat­
isfy the training requirements of the ordinance are authorized to issue citations for vio­
lations of this section and are exempt from any other training or licensure requirements 
imposed on law enforcement officers by chapter 626. 

History: 1993 c 83 s 3; 1993 c 98 s 6-8; 1993 c 130 s 1 

169.443 SAFETY OF SCHOOL CHILDREN; BUS DRIVER'S DUTIES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. When signals not used. School bus drivers shall not activate the prewarn-
ing flashing amber signals or flashing red signals and shall not use the stop arm signal: 

(1) in special school bus loading areas where the bus is entirely off the traveled por­
tion of the roadway and where no other motor vehicle traffic is moving or is likely to 
be moving within 20 feet of the bus; 

(2) in residence districts or business districts, as defined in section 169.01, of home 
rule or statutory cities when directed not to do so by the local school administrator; 

(3) when a school bus is being used on a street or highway for purposes other than 
the actual transportation of school children to or from school or a school-approved 
activity, except as provided in subdivision 8; 

(4) at railroad grade crossings; and 
(5) when loading and unloading people while the bus is completely off the traveled 

portion of a separated, one-way roadway that has adequate shoulders. The driver shall 
drive the bus completely off the traveled portion of this roadway before loading or 
unloading people. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 8, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 78 s 1 

169.444 SAFETY OF SCHOOL CHILDREN; DUTIES OF OTHER DRIVERS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 6, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 7. Evidentiary presumptions, (a) There is a rebuttable presumption that sig­
nals described in section 169.442 were in working order and operable when a violation 
of subdivision 1, 2, or 5 was allegedly committed, if the signals of the applicable school 
bus were inspected and visually found to be in working order and operable within 12 
hours preceding the incident giving rise to the violation. 

(b) There is a rebuttable presumption that a motor vehicle outwardly equipped 
and identified as a school bus satisfies all of the identification and equipment require­
ments of section 169.441 when a violation of subdivision 1, 2, or 5 was allegedly com­
mitted, if the applicable school bus bears a current inspection certificate issued under 
section 169.451. 

[For text of subd 8, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 78 s 2 

169.47 UNSAFE EQUIPMENT. 
Subdivision 1. Misdemeanor; exceptions, (a) It is unlawful and punishable as here-
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inafter provided for any person to drive or for the owner to cause or knowingly permit 
to be driven on any highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles which is in such 
unsafe condition as to endanger any person, or which does not contain those parts or 
is not at all times equipped with such lamps and other equipment in proper condition 
and adjustment as required in this chapter, or which is equipped in any manner in vio­
lation of this chapter, or for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any 
act required under this chapter. 

(b) The provisions of this chapter with respect to equipment on vehicles do not 
apply to implements of husbandry, road machinery, or road rollers except as otherwise 
provided in this chapter. 

(c) For purposes of this section, a specialized vehicle resembling a low-slung two-
wheel trailer having a short bed or platform shall be deemed to be an implement of hus­
bandry when such vehicle is used exclusively to transport implements of husbandry, 
provided, however, that no such vehicle shall operate on the highway before sunrise or 
after sunset unless proper lighting is affixed to the implement being drawn. 

History: 1993 c 187 s 5 

169.471 TELEVISION; HEADPHONES. 
Subdivision 1. Television screen in vehicle. No television screen shall be installed 

or used in any motor vehicle at any point forward of the back of the driver's seat, or 
which is visible to the driver while operating the motor vehicle except: 

(1) video screens installed in law enforcement vehicles; 
(2) closed circuit video systems used exclusively to aid the driver's visibility to the 

rear or sides of the vehicle; and 
(3) video screens installed as part of a vehicle control system or used in intelligent 

vehicle highway applications. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 26 s 4 

169.522 SLOW-MOVING VEHICLES, SIGNS REQUIRED. 
Subdivision 1. Displaying emblem; rules, (a) All animal-drawn vehicles, motorized 

golf carts when operated on designated roadways pursuant to section 169.045, imple­
ments of husbandry with load, and other machinery, including all road construction 
machinery, which are designed for operation at a speed of 25 miles per hour or less shall 
display a triangular slow-moving vehicle emblem, except (1) when being used in actual 
construction and maintenance work and traveling within the limits of a construction 
area which is marked in accordance with requirements of the manual of uniform traffic 
control devices, as set forth in section 169.06, or (2) for a towed implement of hus­
bandry that is empty and that is not self-propelled, in which case it may be towed at 
lawful speeds greater than 25 miles per hour without removing the slow-moving vehicle 
emblem. The emblem shall consist of a fluorescent yellow-orange triangle with a dark 
red reflective border and be mounted so as to be visible from a distance of not less than 
600 feet to the rear. When a primary power unit towing an implement of husbandry 
or other machinery displays a slow-moving vehicle emblem visible from a distance of 
600 feet to the rear, it shall not be necessary to display a similar emblem on the second­
ary unit. After January 1, 1975, all slow-moving vehicle emblems sold in this state shall 
be so designed that when properly mounted they are visible from a distance of not less 
than 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beam of head lamps on 
a motor vehicle. The commissioner of public safety shall adopt standards and specifica­
tions for the design and position of mounting the slow-moving vehicle emblem. Such 
standards and specifications shall be adopted by rule in accordance with the adminis­
trative procedure act. A violation of this section shall not be admissible evidence in any 
civil cause of action arising prior to January 1, 1970. 

(b) An alternate slow-moving vehicle emblem consisting of a dull black triangle 
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with a white reflective border may be used after obtaining a permit from the commis­
sioner under rules of the commissioner. A person with a permit to use an alternate slow-
moving vehicle emblem must: 

(1) carry in the vehicle a regular slow-moving vehicle emblem and display the 
emblem when operating a vehicle between sunset and sunrise, and at any other time 
when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, or other conditions; and 

(2) permanently affix to the rear of the slow-moving vehicle at least 72 square 
inches of reflective tape that reflects the color red. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 187 s 6 

169.55 LIGHTS ON ALL VEHICLES. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 2. Implements of husbandry. At the times when lighted lamps on vehicles 
are required: 

(1) every self-propelled implement of husbandry must be equipped with at least 
one lamp displaying a white light to the front, and at least one lamp displaying a red 
light to the rear; 

(2) every self-propelled implement of husbandry must also display two red reflec­
tors visible to the rear; 

(3) every combination of a self-propelled and towed implement of husbandry must 
be equipped with at least one lamp mounted to indicate as nearly as practicable the 
extreme left projection of the combination and displaying a white or amber light to the 
front and a red or amber light to the rear of the self-propelled implement of husbandry; 
and 

(4) the last unit of every combination of implements of husbandry must display 
two red reflectors visible to the rear. 

The reflectors must be of the type approved for use upon commercial vehicles. The 
reflectors must be mounted as close as practicable to the extreme edges of the imple­
ment of husbandry. The reflectors must be reflex reflectors that are visible at night from 
all distances within 600 feet to 100 feet when directly in front of lawful lower beams 
of headlamps. 

Subd. 3. Implements of husbandry; hazard warning lights. No person may operate 
a self-propelled implement of husbandry manufactured after January 1, 1970, on a 
highway unless the implement of husbandry displays vehicular hazard warning lights 
visible to the front and rear in normal sunlight. 

History: 1993 c 187 s 7.8 

169.56 AUXILIARY LIGHTS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Auxiliary low beam lights. Except as provided in subdivision 5, any motor 
vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary low beam lamps mounted 
on the front at a height of not less than 24 inches nor more than 42 inches above the 
level surface upon which the vehicle stands. The provisions of section 169.60 shall 
apply to any combination of headlamps and auxiliary low beam lamps. 

Subd. 4. Auxiliary driving lights. Except as provided in subdivision 5, any motor 
vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary driving lamps mounted on 
the front at a height not less than 16 inches nor more than 42 inches above the level 
surface upon which the vehicle stands. The provisions of section 169.60 shall apply to 
any combination of headlamps and auxiliary driving lamps. 

Subd. 5. Obstructed lights. The auxiliary lamps permitted in subdivisions 3 and 
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4 may be mounted more than 42 inches high on any truck equipped with a snowplow 
blade that obstructs the required headlights. When a snowplow blade is not mounted 
so as to obstruct the required headlights, the auxiliary lamps permitted in subdivisions 
3 and 4 and mounted above 42 inches high must be removed or the lens must be cov­
ered with an opaque material. No other vehicle may be operated on a public highway 
unless the auxiliary lamps permitted in subdivisions 3 and 4 comply with the height 
requirements or are completely covered with an opaque material. 

History: 1993 c 26 s 5-7 

169.60 DISTRIBUTION OF LIGHT. 
Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps, the auxiliary low beam lamps, or 

the auxiliary driving lamps, or combinations thereof, on motor vehicles shall be so 
arranged that the driver may select at will between distributions of light projected to 
different elevations, subject to the following requirements and limitations: 

(1) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed 
and of such intensity as to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 350 feet 
ahead for all conditions of loading; 

(2) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed 
and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 
feet ahead; and on a straight level road under any condition of loading none of the high 
intensity portion of the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of an approaching 
driver; 

(3) All road lighting equipment manufactured and installed on and after January 
1, 1938, shall be so arranged that when any beam is used which is not in conformity 
with clause (2), means shall be provided for indicating to the driver when such beams 
are being used. 

History: 1993 c 26 s 8 

169.64 PROHIBITED LIGHTS; EXCEPTIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Flashing lights. Flashing lights are prohibited, except on an authorized 
emergency vehicle, school bus, bicycle as provided in section 169.222, subdivision 6, 
road maintenance equipment, tow truck or towing vehicle, service vehicle, farm trac­
tors, self-propelled farm equipment or on any vehicle as a means of indicating a right 
or left turn, or the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring unusual care in 
approaching, overtaking or passing. All flashing warning lights shall be of the type 
authorized by section 169.59, subdivision 4, unless otherwise permitted or required in 
this chapter. 

[For text ofsubds 4 and 5, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6. Flashing amber light, (a) Any service vehicle may be equipped with a 
flashing amber lamp of a type approved by the commissioner of public safety. 

(b) A service vehicle shall not display the lighted lamp authorized under paragraph 
(a) when traveling upon the highway or at any other time except at the scene of a dis­
abled vehicle or while engaged in snow removal or road maintenance. 

(c) A self-propelled implement of husbandry may display the lighted lamp autho­
rized under paragraph (a) at any time. 

[For text of subd 8, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 9. Warning lamps on vehicles collecting solid waste. A vehicle used to collect 
solid waste may be equipped with a single amber gaseous discharge warning lamp that 
meets the Society of Automotive Engineers standard J 1318, Class 2. The lamp may 
be operated only when the collection vehicle is in the process of collecting solid waste 
and is either: 
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(1) stopped at an establishment where solid waste is to be collected; or 
(2) traveling at a speed that is at least ten miles per hour below the posted speed 

limit and moving between establishments where solid waste is to be collected. 

History: 1993 c 187 s 9; 1993 c 281 s 6; 1993 c 326 art 4 s 3 

169.67 BRAKES. 

(For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Trailers, semitrailers, (a) No trailer or semitrailer with a gross weight of 
3,000 or more pounds, or a gross weight that exceeds the empty weight of the towing 
vehicle, may be drawn on a highway unless it is equipped with brakes that arc adequate 
to control the movement of and to stop and hold the trailer or semitrailer. 

(b) No trailer or semitrailer with a gross weight of more than 6,000 pounds may 
be drawn on a highway unless it is equipped with brakes that are so constructed that 
they are adequate to stop and hold the trailer or semitrailer whenever it becomes 
detached from the towing vehicle. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (d), paragraph (a) does not apply to: 
(1) a trailer used by a farmer while transporting farm products produced on the 

user's farm, or supplies back to the farm of the trailer's user; 
(2) a towed custom service vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle that is equipped with 

brakes that meet the standards of subdivision 5, provided that such a towed custom 
service vehicle that exceeds 30,000 pounds gross weight may not be drawn at a speed 
of more than 45 miles per hour; 

(3) a trailer or semitrailer operated or used by retail dealers of implements of hus­
bandry while engaged exclusively in the delivery of implements of husbandry; 

(4) a motor vehicle drawn by another motor vehicle that is equipped with brakes 
that meet the standards of subdivision 5; 

(5) a tank trailer of not more than 12,000 pounds gross weight owned by a distribu­
tor of liquid fertilizer while engaged exclusively in transporting liquid fertilizer, or gas­
eous fertilizer under pressure; 

(6) a trailer of not more than 12,000 pounds gross weight owned by a distributor 
of dry fertilizer while engaged exclusively in the transportation of dry fertilizer; and 

(7) a disabled vehicle while being towed to a place of repair. 
(d) Vehicles described in paragraph (c), clauses (1), (3), and (4), may be operated 

without complying with paragraph (a) only if the trailer or semitrailer does not exceed 
the following gross weights: 

(1) 3,000 pounds while being drawn by a vehicle registered as a passenger automo­
bile, other than a pickup truck as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 29; 

(2) 12,000 pounds while being drawn by any other motor vehicle except a self-
propelled implement of husbandry. 

Subd. 4. Service brakes on wheels; exceptions, (a) All motor vehicles, trailers, and 
semitrailers manufactured after June 30, 1988, must be equipped with foot brakes on 
all wheels. 

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to: 
(1) a mobile crane that is not operated at a speed of more than 45 miles per hour 

and is capable of stopping within the performance standards of subdivision 5; 
(2) a motorcycle; 
(3) a trailer or semitrailer with a gross weight of less than 3,000 pounds; 
(4) a swivel-type third wheel on a travel trailer; and 
(5) a temporary auxiliary axle attached to a motor vehicle during a period of vehi­

cle weight restrictions for the purpose of relieving the weight on another axle, if the 
combined gross weight on the temporary axle and the axle being relieved does not 
exceed 18,000 pounds and the motor vehicle meets all brake requirements under this 
section. 
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(c) Paragraph (a) does not require brakes on the front wheels of a vehicle having 
three or more axles and manufactured before July 1, 1988, if the brakes on the other 
wheels of the vehicle meet the standards of subdivision 5. 

[For text ofsubd 5. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6. Implements of husbandry. An implement of husbandry that (1) is not self-
propelled, (2) has a manufacturer's recommended capacity of more than 24,000 
pounds, and (3) is manufactured and sold after January 1, 1994, must be equipped with 
brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the towed vehicle. 

History: 1993 c 187 s 10-12 

169.685 SEAT BELTS AND PASSENGER RESTRAINT SYSTEMS FOR CHIL­
DREN. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 5. Violation; penalty, (a) Every motor vehicle operator, when transporting 
a child under the age of four on the streets and highways of this state in a motor vehicle 
equipped with factory-installed seat belts, shall equip and install for use in the motor 
vehicle, according to the manufacturer's instructions, a child passenger restraint system 
meeting federal motor vehicle safety standards. 

(b) No motor vehicle operator who is operating a motor vehicle on the streets and 
highways of this state may transport a child under the age of four in a seat of a motor 
vehicle equipped with a factory-installed seat belt, unless the child is properly fastened 
in the child passenger restraint system. Any motor vehicle operator who violates this 
subdivision is guilty of a petty misdemeanor and may be sentenced to pay a fine of not 
more than $50. The fine may be waived or the amount reduced if the motor vehicle 
operator produces evidence that within 14 days after the date of the violation a child 
passenger restraint system meeting federal motor vehicle safety standards was pur­
chased or obtained for the exclusive use of the operator. 

[For text ofsubd 6, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 74 s I 

169.686 SEAT BELT USE REQUIRED; PENALTY. 
Subdivision 1. Seat belt requirement. A properly adjusted and fastened seat belt, 

including both the shoulder and lap belt when the vehicle is so equipped, shall be worn 
by: 

(1) the driver of a passenger vehicle; 
(2) a passenger riding in the front seat of a passenger vehicle; and 
(3) a passenger riding in any seat of a passenger vehicle who is older than three 

but younger than 11 years of age. 
A person who is 15 years of age or older and who violates clause (1) or (2) is subject 

to a fine of $25. -The driver of the passenger vehicle in which the violation occurred is 
subject to a $25 fine for a violation of clause (2) or (3) by a child of the driver under 
the age of 15 or any child under the age of 11. A peace officer may not issue a citation 
for a violation of this section unless the officer lawfully stopped or detained the driver 
of the motor vehicle for a moving violation other than a violation involving motor vehi­
cle equipment. The department of public safety shall not record a violation of this sub­
division on a person's driving record. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 26 s 9 
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169.71 WINDSHIELDS. 
Subdivision 1. Prohibitions generally. No person shall drive or operate any motor 

vehicle with a windshield cracked or discolored to an extent to limit or obstruct proper 
vision, or, except for law enforcement vehicles, with any objects suspended between the 
driver and the windshield, other than sun visors and rear vision mirrors, or with any 
sign, poster, or other nontransparent material upon the front windshield, sidewings, 
side or rear windows of such vehicle, other than a certificate or other paper required 
to be so displayed by law, or authorized by the state director of the division of emer­
gency management, or the commissioner of public safety. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 4, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 26 s 10 

169.72 SURFACE OF TIRES; TIRES WITH METAL STUDS. 
Subdivision 1. Solid rubber, metal, and studded tires; exceptions; permits. Every 

solid rubber tire on a vehicle shall have rubber on its entire traction surface at least one 
inch thick above the edge of the flange of the entire periphery. 

No person shall operate or move on any highway any motor vehicle, trailer, or 
semitrailer, having any metal tire in contact with the roadway, except in case of emer­
gency. 

Except as provided in this section, no tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall 
have on its periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat, or spike or any other protuberances 
of any material other than rubber which projects beyond the tread of the traction sur­
face of the tire. It shall be permissible to use any of the following on highways: imple­
ments of husbandry with tires having protuberances which will not injure the highway, 
and tire chains of reasonable proportions upon any vehicle when required for safety 
because of snow, ice, or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid. 

The commissioner and local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may, in 
their discretion, issue special permits authorizing the operation upon a highway of trac­
tion engines or tractors having movable tracks with transverse corrugations upon the 
periphery of such movable tracks or farm tractors or other farm machinery, the opera­
tion of which upon a highway would otherwise be prohibited under this chapter. 

[For text ofsubds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 187 s 13 

169.77 [Repealed, 1993 c 26 s 11] 

169.781 ANNUAL INSPECTION OF COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3. Inspector certification; suspension and revocation; hearing, (a) An inspec­
tion required by this section may be performed only by: 

(1) an employee of the department of public safety or transportation who has been 
certified by the commissioner after having received training provided by the state 
patrol; or 

(2) another person who has been certified by the commissioner after having 
received training provided by the state patrol or other training approved by the com­
missioner. 

(b) A person who is not an employee of the department of public safety or trans­
portation may be certified by the commissioner if the person is: (1) an owner, or 
employee of the owner, of one or more commercial motor vehicles that are power units; 
(2) a dealer licensed under section 168.27 and engaged in the business of buying and 
selling commercial motor vehicles, or an employee of the dealer; or (3) engaged in the 
business of repairing and servicing commercial motor vehicles. Certification of persons 
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described in clauses (1) to (3) is effective for two years from the date of certification. 
The commissioner may require biennial retraining of persons holding a certificate 
under this paragraph as a condition of renewal of the certificate. The commissioner may 
charge a fee of not more than $ 10 for each certificate issued and renewed. A certified 
person described in clauses (1) to (3) may charge a fee of not more than $50 for each 
inspection of a vehicle not owned by the person or the person's employer. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 5, the standards adopted by the 
commissioner for commercial motor vehicle inspections under sections 169.781 to 
169.783 shall be the standards prescribed in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, sec­
tion 396.17, and in chapter III, subchapter B, appendix G. The commissioner may clas­
sify types of vehicles for inspection purposes and may issue separate classes of inspector 
certificates for each class. 

The commissioner shall issue separate categories of inspector certificates based on 
the following classifications: 

(1) a class of certificate that authorizes the certificate holder to inspect commercial 
motor vehicles without regard to ownership or lease; and 

(2) a class of certificate that authorizes the certificate holder to inspect only com­
mercial motor vehicles the certificate holder owns or leases. 

The commissioner shall issue a certificate described in clause (1) only to a person 
described in paragraph (b), clause (2) or (3). 

(d) The commissioner, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing, may suspend 
a certificate issued under paragraph (b) for failure to meet annual certification require­
ments prescribed by the commissioner or failure to inspect commercial motor vehicles 
in accordance with inspection procedures established by the state patrol. The commis­
sioner shall revoke a certificate issued under paragraph (b) if the commissioner deter­
mines after notice and an opportunity for a hearing that the certified person issued an 
inspection decal for a commercial motor vehicle when the person knew or reasonably 
should have known that the vehicle was in such a state of repair that it would have been 
declared out of service if inspected by an employee of the state patrol. Suspension and 
revocation of certificates under this subdivision are not subject to sections 14.57 to 
14.69. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 9, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 187 s 14 

169.797 PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE VEHICLE INSURANCE. 
Subdivision 1. Tort liability. Every owner of a vehicle for which security has not 

been provided as required by section 65B.48, shall not by the provisions of chapter 65B 
be relieved of tort liability arising out of the operation, ownership, maintenance, or use 
of the vehicle. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 6, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 13 art 1 s 30 

169.80 SIZE, WEIGHT, LOAD. 
Subdivision 1. Limitations; penalty. It is a misdemeanor for a person to drive or 

move, or for the owner to cause or knowingly permit to be driven or moved, on a high­
way a vehicle or vehicles of a size or weight exceeding the limitations stated in sections 
169.80 to 169.88, or otherwise in violation of sections 169.80 to 169.88, other than sec­
tion 169.81, subdivision 5a, and the maximum size and weight of vehicles as prescribed 
in sections 169.80 to 169.88 shall be lawful throughout this state, and local authorities 
shall have no power or authority to alter these limitations except as express authority 
may be granted in sections 169.80 to 169.88. 

When all the axles of a vehicle or combination of vehicles are weighed separately 
the sum of the weights of the axles so weighed shall be evidence of the total gross weight 
of the vehicle or combination of vehicles so weighed. 
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When each of the axles of any group that contains two or more consecutive axles 
of a vehicle or combination of vehicles have been weighed separately the sum of the 
weights of the axles so weighed shall be evidence of the total gross weight on the group 
of axles so weighed. 

When, in any group of three or more consecutive axles of a vehicle or combination 
of vehicles any axles have been weighed separately and two or more axles consecutive 
to each other in the group have been weighed together, the sum of the weights of the 
axles weighed separately and the axles weighed together shall be evidence of the total 
gross weight of the group of axles so weighed. 

The provisions of sections 169.80 to 169.88 governing size, weight, and load shall 
not apply to fire apparatus, or to a vehicle operated under the terms of a special permit 
issued as provided by law. 

Subd. 2. Outside width. The total outside width of a vehicle exclusive of rear view 
mirrors or load securement devices which are not an integral part of the vehicle and 
not exceeding three inches on each side, or the load may not exceed 102 inches except 
that the outside width of a vehicle owned by a political subdivision and used exclusively 
for the purpose of handling sewage sludge from sewage treatment facilities to farm 
fields or disposal sites, may not exceed 12 feet, and except as otherwise provided in this 
section. 

A vehicle exceeding 102 inches in total outside width, owned by a political subdivi­
sion and used for the purpose of transporting or applying sewage sludge to farm fields 
or disposal sites may not transport sludge for distances greater than 15 miles, nor may 
it be used for transportation of sewage sludge or return travel between the hours of sun­
set and sunrise, or at any other time when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, 
or other conditions rendering persons and vehicles not clearly discernible on the high­
way at a distance of 500 feet. 

The total outside width of a low bed trailer or equipment dolly, and the load, used 
exclusively for transporting farm machinery and construction equipment may not 
exceed nine feet in width except that a low bed trailer or equipment dolly with a total 
outside width, including the load, in excess of 102 inches may not be operated on any 
interstate highway without first having obtained a permit for the operation under sec­
tion 169.86. The vehicle must display 12-inch square red flags as markers at the front 
and rear of the left side of the vehicle. 

The total outside width of a trackless trolley car or passenger motor bus, operated 
exclusively in a city or contiguous cities in this state, may not exceed nine feet. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 187 s 15.16 

169.801 IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY. 
Subdivision 1. Exemption from size, weight, load provisions. Except as provided in 

this section and section 169.82, the provisions of sections 169.80 to 169.88 that govern 
size, weight, and load do not apply to: 

(1) a horse-drawn wagon while carrying a load of loose straw or hay; 
(2) a specialized vehicle resembling a low-slung trailer having a short bed or plat­

form, while transporting one or more implements of husbandry; or 
(3) an implement of husbandry while being driven or towed at a speed of not more 

than 25 miles per hour; provided that this exemption applies to an implement of hus­
bandry owned, leased, or under the control of a farmer only while the implement of hus­
bandry is being operated on noninterstate roads or highways within 75 miles of any 
farmland: (i) owned, leased, or operated by the farmer and (ii) on which the farmer reg­
ularly uses the implement of husbandry. 

Subd. 2. Weight per inch of tire width. An implement of husbandry that is not self-
propelled and is equipped with pneumatic tires may not be operated on a public high­
way with a maximum wheel load that exceeds 600 pounds per inch of tire width before 
August 1, 1996, and 500 pounds per inch of tire width on and after August 1, 1996. 
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Subd. 3. Hitches. A towed implement of husbandry must be equipped with (1) 
safety chains that meet the requirements of section 169.82, subdivision 3, paragraph 
(b); (2) a regulation fifth wheel and kingpin assembly approved by the commissioner 
of public safety; or (3) a hitch pin or other hitching device with a retainer that prevents 
accidental unhitching. 

History: 1993 c 187 s 17 

169.81 HEIGHT AND LENGTH LIMITATIONS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 2. Length of single vehicle, (a) No single unit motor vehicle, except mobile 
cranes which may not exceed 48 feet and buses which may not exceed 45 feet, unladen 
or with load may exceed a length of 40 feet extreme overall dimensions inclusive of 
front and rear bumpers, except that the governing body of a city is authorized by permit 
to provide for the maximum length of a motor vehicle, or combination of motor vehi­
cles, or the number of vehicles that may be fastened together, and which may be oper­
ated upon the streets or highways of a city; provided, that the permit may not prescribe 
a length less than that permitted by state law. A motor vehicle operated in compliance 
with the permit on the streets or highways of the city is not in violation of this chapter. 

(b) No single semitrailer may have an overall length, exclusive of non-cargo-
carrying accessory equipment, including refrigeration units or air compressors, neces­
sary for safe and efficient operation mounted or located on the end of the semitrailer 
adjacent to the truck or truck-tractor, in excess of 48 feet, except that a single semi­
trailer may have an overall length in excess of 48 feet but not greater than 53 feet if the 
distance from the kingpin to the centerline of the rear axle group of the semitrailer does 
not exceed 41 feet. No single trailer may have an overall length inclusive of tow bar 
assembly and exclusive of rear protective bumpers which do not increase the overall 
length by more than six inches, in excess of 45 feet. For determining compliance with 
the provisions of this subdivision, the length of the semitrailer or trailer must be deter­
mined separately from the overall length of the combination of vehicles. 

(c) No semitrailer or trailer used in a three-vehicle combination may have an over­
all length in excess of 28-1/2 feet, exclusive of: 

(1) non-cargo-carrying accessory equipment, including refrigeration units or air 
compressors and upper coupler plates, necessary for safe and efficient operation, 
mounted or located on the end of the semitrailer or trailer adjacent to the truck or truck-
tractor; 

(2) the tow bar assembly; and 
(3) lower coupler equipment that is a fixed part of the rear end of the first trailer. 
The commissioner may not grant a permit authorizing the movement, in a three-

vehicle combination, of a semitrailer or trailer that exceeds 28-1/2 feet, except that the 
commissioner may renew a permit that was granted before April 16, 1984, for the 
movement of a semitrailer or trailer that exceeds the length limitation in this para­
graph, or may grant a permit authorizing the transportation of empty trailers that 
exceed 28-1/2 feet, when using a B-train hitching mechanism as defined in Code of Fed­
eral Regulations, title 23, section 658.5, paragraph (o), from a point of manufacture in 
the state to the state border. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 3c. Recreational vehicle combinations. Notwithstanding subdivision 3, a rec­
reational vehicle combination may be operated without a permit if: 

(1) the combination does not consist of more than three vehicles, and the towing 
rating of the pickup truck is equal to or greater than the total weight of all vehicles being 
towed; 

(2) the combination does not exceed 60 feet in length; 
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(3) the camper-semitrailer in the combination does not exceed 26 feet in length; 
(4) the operator of the combination is at least 18 years of age; 
(5) the trailer carrying a watercraft meets all requirements of law; 
(6) the trailers in the combination are connected to the pickup truck and each 

other in conformity with section 169.82; and 
(7) the combination is not operated within the seven-county metropolitan area, as 

defined in section 473.121, subdivision 2, during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Mondays through Fridays. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 10. see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 111 s 2; 1993 c 117 s 6; 1993 c 182 s 1 
NOTE: The repeal of subdivision 3c, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 111, section 2, is effective November 1, 1995. 

Sec Laws 1993. chapter III, section 3. 

169.82 TRAILER EQUIPMENT. 
Subdivision 1. Connection to towing vehicle, (a) When one vehicle is towing another 

the drawbar or other connection must be of sufficient strength to pull the weight being 
towed. 

(b) The drawbar or other connection may not exceed 15 feet from one vehicle to 
the other. This paragraph does not apply to the connection between any two vehicles 
transporting poles, pipe, machinery or other objects of structural nature which cannot 
readily be dismembered. 

Subd. 2. Marking. When one vehicle is towing another and the connection consists 
of a chain, rope, or cable, the connection must display a white, red, yellow, or orange 
flag or cloth not less than 12 inches square. 

Subd. 3. Hitches; chains, (a) Every trailer or semitrailer must be hitched to the 
towing motor vehicle by a device approved by the commissioner of public safety. 

(b) Every trailer and semitrailer must be equipped with safety chains permanently 
attached to the trailer except in cases where the coupling device is a regulation fifth 
wheel and kingpin assembly approved by the commissioner of public safety. In towing, 
the chains must be carried through a ring on the towbar and attached to the towing vehi­
cle, and must be of sufficient strength to control the trailer in the event of failure of the 
towing device. 

(c) This subdivision does not apply to towed implements of husbandry. 
No person may be charged with a violation of this section solely by reason of violat­

ing a maximum speed prescribed in section 169.145 or 169.67. 

History: 1993 c 187 s 18 

169.86 SPECIAL PERMITS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 5. Fees. The commissioner, with respect to highways under the commission­
er's jurisdiction, may charge a fee for each permit issued. All such fees for permits 
issued by the commissioner of transportation shall be deposited in the state treasury 
and credited to the trunk highway fund. Except for those annual permits for which the 
permit fees are specified elsewhere in this chapter, the fees shall be: 

(a) $ 15 for each single trip permit. 
(b) $36 for each job permit. A job permit may be issued for like loads carried on 

a specific route for a period not to exceed two months. "Like loads" means loads of the 
same product, weight, and dimension. 

(c) $60 for an annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 consecutive 
months. Annual permits may be issued for: 

(1) motor vehicles used to alleviate a temporary crisis adversely affecting the safety 
or well-being of the public; 
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(2) motor vehicles which travel on interstate highways and carry loads authorized 
under subdivision la; 

(3) motor vehicles operating with gross weights authorized under section 169.825, 
subdivision 11, paragraph (a), clause (3); and 

(4) special pulpwood vehicles described in section 169.863. 
(d) $ 120 for an oversize annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 

consecutive months. Annual permits may be issued for: 
(1) mobile cranes; 
(2) construction equipment, machinery, and supplies; 
(3) manufactured homes; 
(4) implements of husbandry when the movement is not made according to the 

provisions of paragraph (i); 
(5) double-deck buses; 
(6) commercial boat hauling. 
(e) For vehicles which have axle weights exceeding the weight limitations of sec­

tion 169.825, an additional cost added to the fees listed above. The additional cost is 
equal to the product of the distance traveled times the sum of the overweight axle group 
cost factors shown in the following chart: 

Overweight Axle Group Cost Factors 

Weight (pounds) 
exceeding 
weight 
limitations 
on axles 

0- 2,000 
2,001- 4,000 
4,001- 6,000 
6,001- 8,000 
8,001-10,000 

10,001-12,000 
12,001-14,000 
14,001-16,000 
16,001-18,000 
18,001-20,000 
20,001-22,000 

Cost Per Mile For Each Group 
Two consec­
utive axles 
spaced within 
8 feet or less 
.12 
.14 
.18 
.21 
.26 
.30 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 

Three consec­
utive axles 
spaced within 
9 feet or less 
.05 
.06 
.07 
.09 
.10 
.12 
.14 
.17 
.19 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 

Of: 
Four< :onsec-
utive axles 
spaced within 
14 feet or less 

.04 

.05 

.06 

.07 

.08 

.09 

.11 

.12 

.15 

.16 

.20 
The amounts added are rounded to the nearest cent for each axle or axle group. 

The additional cost does not apply to paragraph (c), clauses (1) and (3). 
For a vehicle found to exceed the appropriate maximum permitted weight, a cost-

pcr-mile fee of 22 cents per ton, or fraction of a ton, over the permitted maximum 
weight is imposed in addition to the normal permit fee. Miles must be calculated based 
on the distance already traveled in the state plus the distance from the point of detec­
tion to a transportation loading site or unloading site within the state or to the point 
of exit from the state. 

(f) As an alternative to paragraph (e), an annual permit may be issued for over­
weight, or oversize and overweight, construction equipment, machinery, and supplies. 
The fees for the permit are as follows: 

Gross Weight (pounds) of Vehicle 
90.000 or less 
90.001 - 100,000 
100,001 - 110,000 
110,001 - 120,000 

Annual Permit Fee 
$200 
$300 
$400 
$500 
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120,001-130,000 $600 
130,001-140,000 $700 
140,001 - 145,000 $800 

If the gross weight of the vehicle is more than 145,000 pounds the permit fee is 
determined under paragraph (e). 

(g) For vehicles which exceed the width limitations set forth in section 169.80 by 
more than 72 inches, an additional cost equal to $ 120 added to the amount in para­
graph (a) when the permit is issued while seasonal load restrictions pursuant to section 
169.87 are in effect. 

(h) $85 for an annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 months, 
for refuse compactor vehicles that carry a gross weight of not more than: 22,000 pounds 
on a single rear axle; 38,000 pounds on a tandem rear axle; or, subject to section 
169.825, subdivision 14, 46,000 pounds on a tridem rear axle. A permit issued for up 
to 46,000 pounds on a tridem rear axle must limit the gross vehicle weight to not more 
than 62,000 pounds. 

(i) For vehicles exclusively transporting implements of husbandry, an annual per­
mit fee of $24. A vehicle operated under a permit authorized by this paragraph may 
be moved at the discretion of the permit holder without prior route approval by the 
commissioner if: 

(1) the total width of the transporting vehicle, including load, does not exceed 14 
feet; 

(2) the vehicle is operated only between sunrise and 30 minutes after sunset, and 
is not operated at any time after 12:00 noon on Sundays or holidays; 

(3) the vehicle is not operated when visibility is impaired by weather, fog, or other 
conditions that render persons and other vehicles not clearly visible at 500 feet; 

(4) the vehicle displays at the front and rear of the load or vehicle a pair of flashing 
amber lights, as provided in section 169.59, subdivision 4, whenever the overall width 
of the vehicle exceeds 126 inches; and 

(5) the vehicle is not operated on a trunk highway with a surfaced roadway width 
of less than 24 feet unless such operation is authorized by the permit. 

A permit under this paragraph authorizes movements of the permitted vehicle on 
an interstate highway, and movements of 75 miles or more on other highways. 

[For text ofsubds 6 and 7, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 182 s 2; 1993 c 187 s 19 

169.98 POLICE, PATROL, OR SECURITY GUARD VEHICLES. 

[For text ofsubd 1. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 1 a. Vehicle stops. Only a person who is licensed as a peace officer, constable, 
or part-time peace officer under sections 626.84 to section 626.863 may use a motor 
vehicle governed by subdivision 1 to stop a vehicle as denned in section 169.01, subdi­
vision 2. In addition, a hazardous materials specialist employed by the department of 
transportation may, in the course of responding to an emergency, use a motor vehicle 
governed by subdivision 1 to stop a vehicle as denned in section 169.01, subdivision 
2. 

[For text ofsubds lb to 5, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 326 art 7 s 3 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1993 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1993 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                


