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CHAPTER 134
PUBLIC LIBRARIES; MULTICOUNTY, MULTITYPE

LIBRARIES
134.001  Definitions. 134.35 Regional library basic system support
134.201  Regional library district. grants; distribution formula.
13431 State department of education; library [34.351  Multicounty, multitype library
responsibilities. systems.

134.32 Grant authorization; types of grants.

134.001 DEFINITIONS.
[For text of subds I to 7, see M.S.1992]

Subd. 8. Regional public library district. “Regional public library district” means
a governmental unit formed according to this chapter to operate multicounty public
library services.

History: 1993 c 375 art 7s 2

134.201 REGIONAL LIBRARY DISTRICT.

Subdivision 1. Establishment. Regional public library districts may be established
under this section in the areas of the existing Great River Regional library system and
the East Central Regional library system. The geographic boundaries shall be those
established by the state board of education under section 134.34, subdivision 3.

Subd. 2. Formation. A regional public library district may be formed by:

(1) approval of a majority of the city councils and boards of county commissioners
of the cities and counties that finance regional public library system services and repre-
sent a majority of the population to be served; or

(2) a majority of those voting on the issue in the entire area to be served by the
district in a referendum called after petitions for the referendum have been filed in each
of the local governmental units. Petitions must be signed by eligible voters in a number
not less than five percent of the number of persons who voted in the last general election
in each city and county that is a party to the system contract or agreement.

A city that is not participating in a regional public library system may join the dis-
trict by majority vote of the city council or by referendum under clause (2) and with
the approval of the board of the regional public library district.

Subd. 3. Termination. A regional public library district may be terminated at any
time after the district has been in operation for three years. The procedure for termina-
tion is the same as that for creation under subdivision 2, clause (2).

Subd. 4. Beard. (a) If the district is formed under subdivision 2, clause (1), the
board of the public regional library district shall be composed of one county commis-
sioner or the commissioner’s designee from each county in the district’s service area
and one elected member from each county for each ten percent or a major fraction of
the district’s population. A majority of the members of the board must be elected mem-
bers.

(b) If the district is formed under subdivision 2, clause (2), the board of the
regional library district shall be composed of one member elected from each county in
the district’s service area and one member elected from each county for each ten per-
cent or a major fraction of the district’s population.

(c) Elected board members shall be elected at large from a county at a November
election. Board members elected shall assume office on the following January 2. The
term of a member shall be four years, with the terms of an initial board to expire in
two years for one-half of the members. The board shall organize itself under section
134.11, subdivision 1. The board has the powers and duties set forth in section 134.11,
subdivision 2.
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Subd. 5. General levy authority. The board may levy for operation of public library
service. This levy shall replace levies for operation of public library service by cities and
counties authorized in section 134.07. The amount levied shall be spread on the net
tax capacity of all taxable property in the district at a uniform tax rate.

(a) The maximum amount that may be levied by a board under this section is the
greater of:

(1) the statewide average local support per capita for public library services for the
most recent reporting period available, as certified by the commissioner of education,
multiplied by the population of the district according to the most recent estimate of the
state demographer or the metropolitan council; or

(2) the total amount provided by participating counties and cities under section
134.34, subdivision 4, during the year preceding the first year of operation.

(b) For its first year of operation, the board shall levy an amount not less than the
total dollar amount provided by participating cities and counties during the preceding
year under section 134.34, subdivision 4.

Subd. 6. Basic system support grant. A regional public library district that meets
federal and state requirements for a regional library basic system support grant is eligi-
ble to receive a grant. A regional library basic system support grant shall not be made
to a regional public library district if the district board reduces its levy for operation
of public library service below the amount of the levy in the preceding year.

Subd. 7. Library buildings. In addition to the levy authorized in subdivision 5 and
all other levies authorized for cities and counties, a city or county served by a library
district may levy for the construction, acquisition, maintenance, and utilities costs of
library buildings. The board of a district may issue bonds, with an election, according
to chapter 475 or levy under this section a special capital levy for capital improvements
for a library building. A district may purchase or lease a building to be used for library
purposes from a city or county.

Subd. 8. Borrow money. The board of a district may borrow money and issue tax
anticipation certificates as needed to provide library services or for library buildings.

Subd. 9. Transition provisions. If a regional public library system is reorganized
into a regional public library district there will be a transition period. The transition
period shall begin at the time the regional public library system board adopts a resolu-
tion that recommends formation of a district to its participants and that sets an effec-
tive date for the establishment of the district. During the transition period participating
counties and cities must fund public library services under their existing contracts, and
planning for administrative changes may occur. The regional public library system
board shall continue until the district board members assume their duties, at which
time the transition period ends.

Subd. 10. Assumption of assets, liabilities, and contracts. Upon assumption of
responsibilities by the regional public library district board, the regional public library
system assets, liabilities, and existing contracts, including contracts negotiated under
chapter 179A, shall become the assets, liabilities, and contracts of the regional public
library district board.

History: 1993 c 375 art 75 3

NOTE: Subdivision 5 of this section, as added by Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 7, section 3, is effective for property
taxes levied in 1994, payable in 1995, and thereafter. See Laws 1993, chapter 375, article 7, section 29,

134.31 STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION; LIBRARY RESPONSIBILI-
TIES.

Subdivision 1. The state shall, as an integral part of its responsibility for public
education, support the provision of library service for every citizen, the development
of cooperative programs for the sharing of resources and services among all libraries,
and the establishment of jointly operated library services at a single location where
appropriate.

Subd. 2. The department of education shall give advice and instruction to the
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managers of any public library or to any governing body maintaining a library or
empowered to do so by law upon any matter pertaining to the organization, mainte-
nance, or administration of libraries. The department may also give advice and instruc-
tion, as requested, to post-secondary educational institutions, state agencies,
governmental units, nonprofit organizations, or private entities. It shall assist, to the
extent possible, in the establishment and organization of library service in those areas
where adequate services do not exist, and may aid in improving previously established
library services. The department shall also provide assistance to school districts,
regional library systems, and member libraries interested in offering joint library ser-
vices at a single location.

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S.1992]

Subd. 5. Advisery committee. The commissioner shall appoint an advisory com-
mittee of five members to advise the staff of the Minnesota library for the blind and
physically handicapped on long-range plans and library services. Members shall be peo-
ple who use the library. Section 15.059 governs this committee except that the commit-
tee shall expire on June 30, 1997.

History: 1993 c 224 art 5 s 37,38; art 9s 41

134.32 GRANT AUTHORIZATION; TYPES OF GRANTS.
[For text of subds 1 to 7, see M.S.1992]

Subd. 8. (a) The state board shall promulgate rules consistent with sections 134.32
to 134.35 governing:

(1) applications for these grants;

(2) computation formulas for determining the amounts of establishment grants
and regional library basic system support grants; and

(3) eligibility criteria for grants.

(b) To the extent allowed under federal law, a construction grant applicant, in
addition to the points received under Minnesota Rules, part 3530.2632, shall receive
an additional five points if the construction grant is for a project combining public
library services and school district library services at a single location.

History: 1993 ¢ 224 art 5 s 39

NOTE: The amendments to subdivision 8 by Laws 1993, chapter 224, article 5, section 39, are effective July [, 1996.
See Laws 1993, chapter 224, article 5, section 47.

134.35 REGIONAL LIBRARY BASIC SYSTEM SUPPORT GRANTS; DISTRIBU-
TION FORMULA.

Subdivision 1. Grant application. Any regional public library system which quali-
fies according to the provisions of section 134.34 may apply for an annual grant for
regional library basic system support. Regional public library districts under section
134.201 may not compensate board members using grant funds. The amount of each
grant for each fiscal year shall be calculated as provided in this section.

[For text of subds 2 to 6, see M.S.1992]
History: 1993 c 375 art 75 4

134.351 MULTICOUNTY, MULTITYPE LIBRARY SYSTEMS.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1992]

Subd. 4. Governance. In any area where the boundaries of a proposed multicounty,
multitype library system coincide with the boundaries of the regional library system or
district, the regional library system or district board shall be designated as the govern-
ing board for the multicounty, multitype library system. In any area where a proposed
multicounty, multitype library system encompasses more than one regional library sys-

Copyright © 1993 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



MINNESOTA STATUTES 1993 SUPPLEMENT

134.351 PUBLIC LIBRARIES; MULTICOUNTY, MULTITYPE LIBRARIES 230

tem or district, the governing board of the multicounty, multitype library system shall
consist of nine members appointed by the cooperating regional library system or dis-
trict boards from their own membership in proportion to the population served by each
cooperating regional library system or district. In each multicounty, multitype library
system there shall be established an advisory committee consisting of two representa-
tives of public libraries, two representatives of school media services, one representa-
tive of special libraries, one representative of public supported academic libraries, and
one representative of private academic libraries. The advisory committee shall recom-
mend needed policy to the system governing board.

[For text of subds 5 to 7, see M.S.1992]
History: 1993 ¢ 375 art 7s 5
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