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10A.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 9, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 9a. Election cycle. "Election cycle" means the period from January 1 follow­
ing a general election for an office to December 31 following the next general election 
for that office, except that "election cycle" for a special election means the period from 
the date the special election writ is issued to 60 days after the special election is held. 

[For text ofsubds 10 and 10a, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 1 Ob. Independent expenditure. "Independent expenditure" means an expen­
diture expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate, 
which expenditure is made without the express or implied consent, authorization, or 
cooperation of, and not in concert with or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate 
or any candidate's principal campaign committee or agent. An independent expendi­
ture is not a contribution to that candidate. An expenditure by a political party or politi­
cal party unit, as defined in section 10A.275, subdivision 3, in a race where the political 
party has a candidate on the ballot is not an independent expenditure. 

Subd. 10c. Noncampaign disbursement. "Noncampaign disbursement" means a 
purchase or payment of money or anything of value made, or an advance of credit 
incurred, by a political committee, political fund, or principal campaign committee for 
any of the following purposes: 

(a) payment for accounting and legal services; 
(b) return of a contribution to the source; 
(c) repayment of a loan made to the political committee, political fund, or princi­

pal campaign committee by that committee or fund; 
(d) return of a public subsidy; 
(e) payment for food, beverages, entertainment, and facility rental for a fundrais-

ing event; 
(f) services for a constituent by a member of the legislature or a constitutional offi­

cer in the executive branch, performed from the beginning of the term of office to 
adjournment sine die of the legislature in the election year for the office held, and half 
the cost of services for a constituent by a member of the legislature or a constitutional 
officer in the executive branch performed from adjournment sine die to 60 days after 
adjournment sine die; 

(g) a donation in kind given to the political committee, political fund, or principal 
campaign committee for purposes listed in clauses (e) and (0; 

(h) payment for food and beverages provided to campaign volunteers while they 
are engaged in campaign activities; 

(i) payment of expenses incurred by elected or appointed leaders of a legislative 
caucus in carrying out their leadership responsibilities; 
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10A.01 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 20 

(j) payment by a principal campaign committee of the candidate's expenses for 
serving in public office, other than for personal uses; 

(k) costs of child care for the candidate's children when campaigning; 
(1) fees paid to attend a campaign school; 
(m) costs of a postelection party during the election year when a candidate's name 

will no longer appear on a ballot or the general election is concluded, whichever occurs 
first; 

(n) interest on loans paid by a principal campaign committee on outstanding 
loans; 

(0) filing fees; 
(p) post-general election thank-you notes or advertisements in the news media; 
(q) the cost of campaign material purchased to replace defective campaign mate­

rial, if the defective material is destroyed without being used; 
(r) transfers to a party unit as defined in section 10A.275, subdivision 3; and 
(s) other purchases or payments specified in board rules or advisory opinions as 

being for any purpose other than to influence the nomination or election of a candidate 
or to promote or defeat a ballot question. 

The board shall determine whether an activity involves a noncampaign disburse­
ment within the meaning of this subdivision. 

[For text ofsubds 11 to 17, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 18. "Public official" means any: 
(a) member of the legislature; 
(b) constitutional officer in the executive branch and the officer's chief administra­

tive deputy; 
(c) member, chief administrative officer or deputy chief administrative officer of 

a state board or commission which has at least one of the following powers: (i) the 
power to adopt, amend or repeal rules, or (ii) the power to adjudicate contested cases 
or appeals; 

(d) commissioner, deputy commissioner, or assistant commissioner of any state 
department as designated pursuant to section 15.01; 

(e) individual employed in the executive branch who is authorized to adopt, 
amend or repeal rules or adjudicate contested cases; 

(f) executive director of the state board of investment; 
(g) executive director of the Indian affairs intertribal board; 
(h) commissioner of the iron range resources and rehabilitation board; 
(i) commissioner of mediation services; 
(j) deputy of any official listed in clauses (e) to (i); 
(k) judge of the workers' compensation court of appeals; 
(1) administrative law judge or compensation judge in the state office of adminis­

trative hearings or referee in the department of jobs and training; 
(m) solicitor general or deputy, assistant or special assistant attorney general; 
(n) individual employed by the legislature as secretary of the senate, legislative 

auditor, chief clerk of the house, revisor of statutes, or researcher, legislative analyst, 
or attorney in the office of senate counsel and research or house research; 

(o) member or chief administrative officer of the metropolitan council, regional 
transit board, metropolitan transit commission, metropolitan waste control commis­
sion, metropolitan parks and open spaces commission, metropolitan airports commis­
sion or metropolitan sports facilities commission; 

(p) the director of the racing commission, the director of the gambling control 
board, the director of the state lottery, and the deputy director of the state lottery; 

(q) director of the division of gambling enforcement in the department of public 
safety; 
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21 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 10A.065 

(r) member or executive director of the higher education facilities authority; or 
(s) member of the board of directors or president of the Minnesota world trade 

center corporation. 

[For text ofsubds 19 to 25, see M.S.1992J 

Subd. 26. Metropolitan governmental unit. "Metropolitan governmental unit" 
means any of the seven counties in the metropolitan area as defined in section 473.121, 
subdivision 2, a regional railroad authority established by one or more of those counties 
under section 398A.03, a city with a population of over 50,000 located in the seven-
county metropolitan area, the metropolitan council, a metropolitan agency as defined 
in section 473.121, subdivision 5a, the Minnesota state high school league, and Minne­
sota Technology, Inc. 

Subd. 27. Political subdivision. "Political subdivision" means the metropolitan 
council, a metropolitan agency as defined in section 473.121, subdivision 5a, a munici­
pality as defined in section 471.345, subdivision 1, the Minnesota state high school 
league, and Minnesota Technology, Inc. 

[For text of subd 28, see M.S. 1992) 

Subd. 29. Population. "Population" means the population established by the most 
recent federal census, by a special census taken by the United States Bureau of the Cen­
sus, by an estimate made by the metropolitan council, or by an estimate made by the 
state demographer under section 4A.02, whichever has the latest stated date of count 
or estimate. 

History: 1991 c 322 s 19; 1993 c 13 art 1 s 1; 1993 c 318 art 2 s 1-4 

10A.04 LOBBYIST REPORTS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 7, see M.S.1992J 

Subd. .8. Reports by solicitors. A lobbyist who directly solicits and causes others 
to make aggregate contributions to candidates or a caucus of the members of a political 
party in a house of the legislature in excess of $5,000 between January 1 of the election 
year and 25 days before the primary or general election must file the information in the 
report required by section 10A.20, subdivision 14, ten days before the primary or gen­
eral election. This disclosure requirement is in addition to the report required by sec­
tion 10A.20, subdivision 14. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2s5 

10A.065 CONTRIBUTIONS AND SOLICITATIONS DURING LEGISLATIVE 
SESSION. 

Subdivision 1. Registered lobbyist contributions; legislative session. A candidate 
for the legislature or for constitutional office, a candidate's principal campaign commit­
tee, any other political committee with the candidate's name or title, any committee 
authorized by the candidate, or a political committee established by all or a part of the 
party organization within a house of the legislature, shall not solicit or accept a contri­
bution on behalf of a candidate's principal campaign committee, any other political 
committee with the candidate's name or title, any committee authorized by the candi­
date, or a political committee established by all or a part of the party organization 
within a house of the legislature, from a registered lobbyist, political committee, or 
political fund during a regular session of the legislature. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 4. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 5. Political committee. This section does not apply to a political committee 
established by a state political party; by the party organization within a congressional 
district, county, legislative district, municipality, or precinct; by a candidate for a judi­
cial office; or to a member of such a political committee acting solely on behalf of the 
committee. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 6,7 
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10A.14 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 22 

10A.14 REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL COMMITTEES AND POLITICAL 
FUNDS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 2. The statement of organization shall include: 
(a) the name and address of the political committee or political fund; 
(b) the name and address of any supporting association of a political fund; 
(c) the name and address of the chair, the treasurer, and any deputy treasurers; 
(d) a listing of all depositories or safety deposit boxes used; 
(e) a statement as to whether the committee is a principal campaign committee as 

authorized by section 10A.19, subdivision 1; and 
(f) for political parties only, a list of categories of substate units as defined in sec­

tion 10A.27, subdivision 4. 

[For text ofsubd 4, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 8 

10A.15 CONTRIBUTIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3b, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 3c. Related committees. An individual, association, political committee, or 
political fund may establish, finance, maintain, or control a political committee or 
political fund. One who does this is a "parent." The political committee or fund so 
established, financed, maintained, or controlled is a "subsidiary." If the parent is an 
association, the association must create a political committee or political fund to serve 
as the parent for reporting purposes. A subsidiary must report its contribution to a can­
didate or principal campaign committee as attributable to its parent, and the contribu­
tion is counted toward the contribution limits in section 10A.27 of the parent as well 
as of the subsidiary. 

[For text ofsubd 4, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. S. Lobbyist, political committee, or political fund registration number on 
checks. A contribution made to a candidate by a lobbyist, political committee, or politi­
cal fund must show the name of the lobbyist, political committee, or political fund and 
the number under which it is registered with the board. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 9,10 

10A.16 EARMARKING CONTRIBUTIONS PROHIBITED. 
An individual, political committee, or political fund may not solicit or accept a 

contribution from any source with the express or implied condition that the contribu­
tion or any part of it be directed to a particular candidate other than the initial recipi­
ent. An individual, political committee, or political fund who knowingly accepts any 
earmarked contribution is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 11 

10A.17 EXPENDITURES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 4. Any individual, political committee, or political fund who independently 
solicits or accepts contributions or makes independent expenditures on behalf of any 
candidate shall publicly disclose that the expenditure is an independent expenditure. 
All written communications with those from whom contributions are independently 
solicited or accepted or to whom independent expenditures are made on behalf of a can­
didate, shall contain a statement in conspicuous type that the activity is an independent 
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23 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 10A.20 

expenditure and is not approved by the candidate nor is the candidate responsible for 
it. Similar language shall be included in all oral communications, in conspicuous type 
on the front page of all literature and advertisements published or posted, and at the 
end of all broadcast advertisements made by that individual, political committee or 
political fund on the candidate's behalf. 

Subd. 5. Any person who knowingly violates the provisions of subdivision 2 is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. A person who knowingly violates the provisions of subdivi­
sion 4 or falsely claims that an expenditure was an independent expenditure is guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 12,13 

10A.19 PRINCIPAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE. 
Subdivision 1. No candidate shall accept contributions from any source, other than 

self, in aggregate in excess of $ 100 or accept a public subsidy unless the candidate desig­
nates and causes to be formed a single principal campaign committee for each office 
sought. A candidate may not authorize, designate, or cause to be formed any other 
political committee bearing the candidate's name or title or otherwise operating under 
the direct or indirect control of the candidate. However, a candidate may be involved 
in the direct or indirect control of a party unit as defined in section 10A.275, subdivi­
sion 3. 

A political committee bearing a candidate's name or title or otherwise operating 
under the direct or indirect control of the candidate, other than a principal campaign 
committee of the candidate, may not accept contributions after May 21, 1993, and 
must be dissolved by December 31, 1993. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 14 

10A.20 CAMPAIGN REPORTS. 

[For text of subd 1. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 2. The reports shall be filed with the board on or before January 31 of each 
year and additional reports shall be filed as required and in accordance with clauses (a) 
and (b). 

(a) In each year in which the name of the candidate is on the ballot, the report of 
the principal campaign committee shall be filed ten days before a primary and a general 
election, seven days before a special primary and a special election, and ten days after 
a special election cycle. The report due after a special election may be filed on January 
31 following the special election if the special election is held not more than 60 days 
before that date. 

(b) In each general election year political committees and political funds other 
than principal campaign committees shall file reports ten days before a primary and 
general election. 

If a scheduled filing date falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, the filing date 
shall be the next regular business day. 

Subd. 3. Contents of report. Each report under this section shall disclose: 
(a) The amount of liquid assets on hand at the beginning of the reporting period; 
(b) The name, address and employer, or occupation if self-employed, of each indi­

vidual, political committee or political fund who within the year has made one or more 
transfers or donations in kind to the political committee or political fund, including the 
purchase of tickets for all fund raising efforts, which in aggregate exceed $ 100 for legis­
lative or statewide candidates or ballot questions, together with the amount and date 
of each transfer or donation in kind, and the aggregate amount of transfers and dona­
tions in kind within the year from each source so disclosed. A donation in kind shall 
be disclosed at its fair market value. An approved expenditure is listed as a donation 
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10A.20 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 24 

in kind. A donation in kind is considered consumed in the reporting period in which 
it is received. The names of contributors shall be listed in alphabetical order; 

(c) The sum of contributions to the political committee or political fund during 
the reporting period; 

(d) Each loan made or received by the political committee or political fund within 
the year in aggregate in excess of $100, continuously reported until repaid or forgiven, 
together with the name, address, occupation and the principal place of business, if any, 
of the lender and any endorser and the date and amount of the loan. If any loan made 
to the principal campaign committee of a candidate is forgiven at any time or repaid 
by any entity other than that principal campaign committee, it shall be reported as a 
contribution for the year in which the loan was made; 

(e) Each receipt in excess of $100 not otherwise listed under clauses (b) to (d); 
(0 The sum of all receipts of the political committee or political fund during the 

reporting period; 
(g) The name and address of each individual or association to whom aggregate 

expenditures, including approved expenditures, have been made by or on behalf of the 
political committee or political fund within the year in excess of $100, together with 
the amount, date and purpose of each expenditure and the name and address of, and 
office sought by, each candidate on whose behalf the expenditure was made, identifica­
tion of the ballot question which the expenditure is intended to promote or defeat, and 
in the case of independent expenditures made in opposition to a candidate, the name, 
address and office sought for each such candidate; 

(h) The sum of all expenditures made by or on behalf of the political committee 
or political fund during the reporting period; 

(i) The amount and nature of any advance of credit incurred by the political com­
mittee or political fund, continuously reported until paid or forgiven. If any advance 
of credit incurred by the principal campaign committee of a candidate is forgiven at 
any time by the creditor or paid by any entity other than that principal campaign com­
mittee, it shall be reported as a donation in kind for the year in which the advance of 
credit was incurred; 

(J) The name and address of each political committee, political fund, or principal 
campaign committee to which aggregate transfers in excess of $100 have been made 
within the year, together with the amount and date of each transfer; 

(k) The sum of all transfers made by the political committee, political fund, or 
principal campaign committee during the reporting period; 

(1) Except for contributions to a candidate or committee for a candidate for office 
in a municipality as defined in section 471.345, subdivision 1, the name and address 
of each individual or association to whom aggregate noncampaign disbursements in 
excess of $ 100 have been made within the year by or on behalf of a principal campaign 
committee, political committee, or political fund, together with the amount, date, and 
purpose of each noncampaign disbursement; 

(m) The sum of all noncampaign disbursements made within the year by or on 
behalf of a principal campaign committee, political committee, or political fund; and 

(n) A report filed under subdivision 2, clause (b), by a political committee or politi­
cal fund that is subject to subdivision 14, must contain the information required by 
subdivision 14, if the political committee or political fund has solicited and caused oth­
ers to make aggregate contributions greater than $5,000 between January 1 of the gen­
eral election year and the end of the reporting period. This disclosure requirement is 
in addition to the report required by subdivision 14. 

[For text ofsubds 3a to 6a. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6b. Independent expenditures; notice, (a) Within 24 hours after an individ­
ual, political committee, or political fund makes or becomes obligated by oral or written 
agreement to make an independent expenditure in excess of $ 100, other than an expen­
diture by an association targeted to inform solely its own dues-paying members of the 
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25 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 10A.25 

association's position on a candidate, the individual, political committee, or political 
fund shall file with the board an affidavit notifying the board of the intent to make the 
independent expenditure and serve a copy of the affidavit on each candidate in the 
affected race and on the treasurer of the candidate's principal campaign committee. 
The affidavit must contain the information with respect to the expenditure that is 
required to be reported under subdivision 3, paragraph (g); except that if an expendi­
ture is reported before it is made, the notice must include a reasonable estimate of the 
anticipated amount. Each new expenditure requires a new notice. 

(b) An individual or the treasurer of a political committee or political fund who 
fails to give notice as required by this subdivision, or who files a false affidavit of notice, 
is guilty of a gross misdemeanor and is subject to a civil fine of up to four times the 
amount of the independent expenditure stated in the notice or of which notice was 
required, whichever is greater. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 13, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 14. Reports by solicitors. An individual, association, political committee, or 
political fund, other than a candidate or the members of a candidate's principal cam­
paign committee, that directly solicits and causes others to make contributions to can­
didates or a caucus of the members of a political party in a house of the legislature, that 
aggregate more than $5,000 in a calendar year must file with the board a report flisclos-
ing the amount of each contribution, the names of the contributors, and to whom the 
contributions were given. The report for each calendar year must be filed with the board 
by January 31 of the following year. The report must cover the accumulated contribu­
tions made or received during the calendar year. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 15-18 

10A.24 DISSOLUTION OR TERMINATION. 
Subdivision 1. Termination report. No political committee or political fund shall 

dissolve until it has settled all of its debts and disposed of all its assets in excess of $ 100 
and filed a termination report. "Assets" include credit balances at vendors and physical 
assets such as computers and postage stamps. Physical assets must be listed at their fair 
market value. The termination report may be made at any time and shall include all 
information required in periodic reports. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1992} 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 19 

10A.25 LIMITS ON CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURES. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 2. (a) In a year in which an election is held for an office sought by a candi­
date, no expenditures shall be made by the principal campaign committee of that candi­
date, nor any approved expenditures made on behalf of that candidate which 
expenditures and approved expenditures result in an aggregate amount in excess of the 
following: 

(1) for governor and lieutenant governor, running together, $1,626,691; 
(2) for attorney general, $271,116; 
(3) for secretary of state, state treasurer, and state auditor, separately, $135,559; 
(4) for state senator, $40,669; 
(5) for state representative, $20,335. 
(b) If a special election cycle occurs during a general election cycle, expenditures 

by or on behalf of a candidate in the special election do not count as expenditures by 
or on behalf of the candidate in the general election. 

(c) The expenditure limits in this subdivision for an office are increased by ten per-
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10A.2S ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 26 

cent for a candidate who is running for that office for the first time and who has not 
run previously for any other office whose territory now includes a population that is 
more than one-third of the population in the territory of the new office. 

[For text ofsubds 2a to 5, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6. In any year before an election year for the office held or sought, the aggre­
gate amount of expenditures by and approved expenditures on behalf of a candidate 
for or holder of that office shall not exceed 20 percent of the expenditure limit set forth 
in subdivision 2. 

[For text of subd 7. see M.S.1992J 

Subd. 10. Effect of opponent's agreement, (a) The expenditure limits imposed by 
this section apply only to candidates whose major political party opponents agree to 
be bound by the limits and who themselves agree to be bound by the limits as a condi­
tion of receiving a public subsidy for their campaigns. 

(b) A candidate who agrees to be bound by the limits and receives a public subsidy, 
who has an opponent who: (1) is a candidate of a major political party; and (2) does 
not agree to be bound by the limits but is otherwise eligible to receive a public subsidy: 

(i) is no longer bound by the limits, including those in section 10A.324, subdivi­
sion t, paragraph (c); 

(ii) is eligible to receive a public subsidy; and 
(iii) also receives, or shares equally with any other candidate who agrees to be 

bound by limits, the opponent's share of the general account public subsidy under sec­
tion 10A.31. 

For purposes of this subdivision, "otherwise eligible to receive a public subsidy" 
means that a candidate meets the requirements of sections 10A.31, 10A.315, 10A.321, 
and 10A.322, but does not mean that the candidate has filed an affidavit of matching 
funds under section 1.0A.323. 

Subd. 11. Carryforward; disposition of other funds. After all campaign expendi­
tures and noncampaign disbursements for an election cycle have been made, an amount 
up to 50 percent of the expenditure limit for the office may be carried forward. Any 
remaining amount up to the total amount of the public subsidy from the state elections 
campaign fund and any public matching subsidy must be returned to the state treasury 
for credit to the general fund under section 10A.324. Any remaining amount in excess 
of the total public subsidy must be contributed to the state elections campaign fund or 
a political party for multicandidate expenditures as defined in section 10A.275. 

Subd. 12. Unused postage and credit balances carried forward. Postage that is pur­
chased but not used during an election cycle and credit balances at vendors that exceed 
a combined total of $500 must be carried forward and counted as expenditures during 
the election cycle during which they are used. 

Subd. 13. Independent expenditures; limits increased, (a) The expenditure limits 
in this section are increased by the sum of independent expenditures made in opposi­
tion to a candidate plus independent expenditures made on behalf of the candidate's 
major political party opponents, other than expenditures by an association targeted to 
inform solely its own dues-paying members of the association's position on a candidate. 

(b) Within 48 hours after receipt of an expenditure report or notice required by 
section 10A.20, subdivision 3, 6, or 6b, the board shall notify each candidate in the race 
of the increase in the expenditure limit for the candidates against whom the indepen­
dent expenditures have been made. 

(c) Within three days after providing this notice, the board shall pay each candi­
date against whom the independent expenditures have been made, if the candidate is 
eligible to receive a public subsidy and has raised twice the minimum match required, 
an additional public subsidy equal to one-half the independent expenditures. The 
amount needed to pay the additional public subsidy under this subdivision is appropri­
ated from the general fund to the board. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 20-25 
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27 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT I0A.27 

10A.27 ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Contribution limits. Except as provided in subdivisions 2 and 6, no 

candidate shall permit the candidate's principal campaign committee to accept aggre­
gate contributions made or delivered by any individual, political committee, or politi­
cal fund in excess of the following: 

(a) to candidates for governor and lieutenant governor running together, $2,000 
in an election year for the office sought and $500 in other years; 

(b) to a candidate for attorney general, $1,000 in an election year for the office 
sought and $200 in other years; 

(c) to a candidate for the office of secretary of state, state treasurer or state auditor, 
$500 in an election year for the office sought and $100 in other years; 

(d) to a candidate for state senator, $500 in an election year for the office sought 
and $ 100 in other years; and 

(e) to a candidate for state representative, $500 in an election year for the office 
sought and $100 in the other year. 

The following deliveries are not subject to the bundling limitation in this subdivi­
sion: 

(1) delivery of contributions collected by a member of the candidate's principal 
campaign committee, such as a block worker or a volunteer who hosts a fund raising 
event, to the committee's treasurer; and 

(2) a delivery made by an individual on behalf of the individual's spouse. 
Subd. 2. No candidate shall permit the candidate's principal campaign committee 

to accept contributions from any political party units in aggregate in excess often times 
the amount that may be contributed to that candidate as set forth in subdivision 1. 

[For text ofsubds 4 and 5, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6. [Repealed, 1993 c 318 art 2 s 51] 

[For text ofsubds 7 and 8, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 9. (a) A candidate or the treasurer of a candidate's principal campaign com­
mittee shall not accept a transfer or contribution from another candidate's principal 
campaign committee or from any other committee bearing the contributing candidate's 
name or title or otherwise authorized by the contributing candidate, unless the contrib­
uting candidate's principal campaign committee is being dissolved. A candidate's prin­
cipal campaign committee shall not make a transfer or contribution to another 
candidate's principal campaign committee, except when the contributing committee is 
being dissolved. 

(b) A candidate's principal campaign committee shall not accept a transfer or con­
tribution from, or make a transfer or contribution to, a committee associated with a 
person who seeks nomination or election to the office of President, Senator, or Repre­
sentative in Congress of the United States. 

(c) A candidate or the treasurer of a candidate's principal campaign committee 
shall not accept a contribution from a candidate for political subdivision office, unless 
the contribution is from the personal funds of the candidate for political subdivision 
office. A candidate or the treasurer of a candidate's principal campaign committee shall 
not make a contribution from the principal campaign committee to a candidate for 
political subdivision office. 

Subd. 10. Prohibited contributions. A candidate who accepts a public subsidy may 
not contribute to the candidate's own campaign more than ten times the candidate's 
election year contribution limit under subdivision 1. 

Subd. 11. Contributions from certain types of contributors. A candidate shall not 
permit the candidate's principal campaign committee to accept a contribution from a 
political committee other than a political party unit as defined in section 10A.275, a 
political fund, a lobbyist, or a large giver, if the contribution will cause the aggregate 
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10A.27 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 28 

contributions from those types of contributors to exceed an amount equal to 20 percent 
of the expenditure limits for the office sought by the candidate. For purposes of this sub­
division, "large giver" means an individual, other, than the candidate, who contributes 
an amount that is more than $100 and more than one-half the amount an individual 
may contribute. 

Subd. 12. Contributions to other political committees or funds. The treasurer of a 
political committee or political fund, other than a candidate's principal campaign com­
mittee or a political party unit as defined in section 10A.275, shall not permit the politi­
cal committee or political fund to accept aggregate contributions from an individual, 
political committee, or political fund in an amount more than $100 a year. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 26-31; lSpl993 c3s2 

10A.28 PENALTY FOR EXCEEDING LIMITS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 2. A candidate who permits the candidate's principal campaign committee 
to accept contributions in excess of the limits imposed by section 10A.27, and the trea­
surer of a political fund or political committee, other than a principal campaign com­
mittee, who permits the committee or fund to accept contributions in excess of the 
limits imposed by section 10A.27, shall be subject to a civil fine of up to four times the 
amount by which the contribution exceeded the limits. 

[For text ofsubds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 32 

10A.31 DESIGNATION OF INCOME TAX PAYMENTS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3a. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 4. (a) The amounts designated by individuals for the state elections cam­
paign fund, less three percent, are appropriated from the general fund and shall be cred­
ited to the appropriate account in the state elections campaign fund and annually 
appropriated for distribution as set forth in subdivisions 5, 6 and 7. An amount equal 
to three percent shall be retained in the general fund for administrative costs. 

(b) In addition to the amounts in paragraph (a), $ 1,500,000 for each general elec­
tion is appropriated from the general fund to the general account of the state elections 
campaign fund. 

[For text of subd 5. see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 6. As soon as the board has obtained from the secretary of state the results 
of the primary election, but in any event no later than one week after certification by 
the state canvassing board of the results of the primary, the board shall distribute the 
available funds in each party account, as certified by the commissioner of revenue on 
September 1, to the candidates of that party who have signed the agreement as provided 
in section 10A.322 and filed the affidavit required by section 10A.323, and whose 
names are to appear on the ballot in the general election, according to the allocations 
set forth in subdivision 5. If a candidate files the affidavit required by section 10A.323 
after September 1 of the general election year, the board shall pay the candidate's allo­
cation to the candidate at the next regular payment date for public subsidies for that 
election cycle that occurs at least 15 days after the candidate files the affidavit. 

Subd. 7. Within two weeks after certification by the state canvassing board of the 
results of the general election, the board shall distribute the available funds in the gen­
eral account, as certified by the commissioner of revenue on November 1 and according 
to allocations set forth in subdivision 5, in equal amounts to all candidates for each 
statewide office who received at least five percent of the votes cast in the general election 
for that office, and to all candidates for legislative office who received at least ten per-
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cent of the votes cast in the general election for the specific office for which they were 
candidates, provided that the public subsidy under this subdivision may not be paid 
in an amount that would cause the sum of the public subsidy paid from the party 
account plus the public subsidy paid from the general account and the public subsidy 
paid to match independent expenditures to exceed 50 percent of the expenditure limit 
for the candidate. If a candidate is entitled to receive an opponent's share of the general 
account public subsidy under section 10A.25, subdivision 10, the opponent's share 
must be excluded in calculating the 50 percent limit. Money from the general account 
not paid to a candidate because of the 50 percent limit must be distributed equally 
among all other qualifying candidates for the same office until all have reached the 50 
percent limit or the balance in the general account is exhausted. The board shall not 
use the information contained in the report of the principal campaign committee of any 
candidate due ten days before the general election for the purpose of reducing the 
amount due that candidate from the general account. 

Subd. 8. [Repealed, 1993 c 318 art 2 s 51] 
Subd. 9. [Repealed, 1993 c 318 art 2 s 51] 
Subd. 10. Distribution. In the event that on the date of either certification by the 

commissioner of revenue as provided in subdivisions 6 and 7, less than 98 percent of 
the tax returns have been processed, the commissioner of revenue shall certify to the 
board by December 1 the amount accumulated in each account since the previous certi­
fication. By December 15, the board shall distribute to each candidate according to the 
allocations as provided in subdivision 5 the amounts to which the candidates arc enti­
tled in the form of checks made "payable to the campaign fund of (name of candi­
date) " Any money accumulated after the final certification shall be maintained in 
the respective accounts for distribution in the next general election year. 

[For text of subd 11, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 12. Unopposed candidate not eligible. A candidate who is unopposed in both 
the primary election and the general election is not eligible to receive a public subsidy 
from the state election campaign fund. The subsidy from the party account the candi­
date would otherwise have been eligible to receive must be paid to the candidate's polit­
ical party to be deposited in a special account under section 10A.31, subdivision 5, 
clause (6), and used for only those items permitted under section 10A.275. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 33-36; lSpl993 c 3 s 3,4 

10A.315 SPECIAL ELECTION SUBSIDY. 
(a) Each eligible candidate for a legislative office in a special election must be paid 

a public subsidy equal to the sum of: 
(1) the party account money at the last general election for the candidate's party 

for the office the candidate is seeking; and 
(2) the general account money paid to candidates for the same office at the last gen­

eral election. 
(b) If the filing period for the special election coincides with the filing period for 

the general election, the candidate must meet the matching requirements of section 
10A.323 and the special election subsidy must be distributed in the same manner as 
money is distributed to legislative candidates in a general election. 

(c) If the filing period for the special election does not coincide with the filing 
period for the general election, the procedures in this paragraph apply. A candidate who 
wishes to receive this public subsidy must submit a signed agreement under section 
10A.322 to the board not later than the day after the candidate files the affidavit of can­
didacy or nominating petition for the office. The candidate must meet the matching 
requirements of section 10A.323. The special election subsidy must be distributed in 
the same manner as money in the party and general accounts is distributed to legislative 
candidates in a general election. 

(d) The amount necessary to make the payments required by this subdivision is 
appropriated from the general fund to the state treasurer. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 38 
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10A.322 PUBLIC SUBSIDY AGREEMENTS. 
Subdivision 1. Agreement by candidate, (a) As a condition of receiving a public sub­

sidy, a candidate shall sign and file with the board a written agreement in which the 
candidate agrees that the candidate will comply with sections 10A.25 and 10A.324. 

(b) Before the first day of filing for office, the board shall forward agreement forms 
to all filing officers. The board shall also provide agreement forms to candidates on 
request at any time. The candidate may sign an agreement and submit it to the filing 
officer on the day of filing an affidavit of candidacy or petition to appear on the ballot, 
in which case the filing officer shall without delay forward signed agreements to the 
board. Alternatively, the candidate may submit the agreement directly to the board at 
any time before September 1 preceding the general election. An agreement may not be 
filed after that date. An agreement once filed may not be rescinded. 

(c) The board shall forward a copy of any agreement signed under this subdivision 
to the commissioner of revenue. 

(d) Notwithstanding any provisions of this section, when a vacancy occurs that 
will be filled by means of a special election and the filing period does not coincide with 
the filing period for the general election, a candidate may sign and submit a spending 
limit agreement at any time before the deadline for submission of a signed agreement 
under section 10A.315. 

Subd. 2. How long agreement is effective. The agreement, insofar as it relates to the 
expenditure limits in section 10A.25, as adjusted by section 10A.255, remains effective 
for candidates until the dissolution of the principal campaign committee of the candi­
date or the end of the first election cycle completed after the agreement was filed, which­
ever occurs first. 

[For text ofsubds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 3IS art 2 s 39,40 

10A.323 MATCHING REQUIREMENTS. 
In addition to the requirements of section 10A.322, to be eligible to receive a pub­

lic subsidy under section 10A.31 or 10A.312 a candidate or the candidate's treasurer 
shall file an affidavit with the board stating that during that calendar year the candidate 
has accumulated contributions from persons eligible to vote in this state in the amount 
indicated for the office sought, counting only the first $50 received from each contribu­
tor: 

(1) candidates for governor and lieutenant governor running together, $35,000; 
(2) candidates for attorney general, $ 15,000; 
(3) candidates for secretary of state, state treasurer, and state auditor, separately, 

$6,000; 
(4) candidates for the senate, $3,000; and 
(5) candidates for the house of representatives, $1,500. 
To be eligible to receive a public matching subsidy under section 10A.312, the affi­

davit must state the total amount of contributions that have been received from persons 
eligible to vote in this state and the total amount of those contributions received, disre­
garding the portion of any contribution in excess of $50. 

The candidate or the candidate's treasurer shall submit the affidavit required by 
this section to the board in writing by September 1 of the general election year to receive 
the payment based on the results of the primary election, by September 15 to receive 
the payment made October 1, by October 1 to receive the payment made October 15, 
by November 1 to receive the payment made November 15, and by December 1 to 
receive the payment made December 15. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 41 
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10A.324 RETURN OF PUBLIC SUBSIDY. 
Subdivision 1. When return required. A candidate shall return all or a portion of 

the public subsidy received from the state elections campaign fund or the public match­
ing subsidy received under section 10A.315, under the circumstances in this section or 
section 10A.25, subdivision 11. 

(a) To the extent that the amount of public subsidy received by the candidate 
exceeds the expenditure limits for the office held or sought, as provided in section 
10A.25 and as adjusted by section 10A.255, the treasurer of the candidate's principal 
campaign committee shall return the excess to the board. 

(b) To the extent that the amount of public subsidy received exceeds the aggregate 
of: (1) actual expenditures made by the principal campaign committee of the candidate; 
and (2) approved expenditures made on behalf of the candidate, the treasurer of the 
candidate's principal campaign committee shall return an amount equal to the differ­
ence to the board. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 3. How return determined. Whether or not a candidate is required under sub­
division 1 to return all or a portion of the public subsidy must be determined from the 
report required to be filed with the board by that candidate by January 31 of the year 
following an election. For purposes of this section, a transfer from a principal campaign 
committee to a political party is considered to be a noncampaign disbursement. The 
cost of postage that was not used during an election cycle and payments that created 
credit balances at vendors at the close of an election cycle are not considered expendi­
tures for purposes of determining the amount to be returned. Any amount required to 
be returned must be submitted in the form of a check or money order and must accom­
pany the report filed with the board. The board shall forward the check or money order 
to the state treasurer for deposit in the general fund. The amount returned must not 
exceed the amount of public subsidy received by the candidate. 

[For text ofsubd 4, see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 5. Return of opponent's public subsidy. If a candidate received an opponent's 
public subsidy under section 10A.25, subdivision 10, the candidate shall return all or 
a portion of the opponent's public subsidy if required under subdivision 1. In addition, 
the candidate shall return all of the opponent's public subsidy to the board if the oppo­
nent is not required to file a campaign spending report under section 10A.20 or if the 
opponent's postelection report due on January 31 indicates that the opponent raised 
and spent $1,000 or less during the campaign. 

History: 1993 c 318 art 2 s 42-44 

10A.49 CERTIFICATION AND DISTRIBUTION. 

[For text ofsubd 1. see M.S.1992] 

Subd. 2. Distribution of money after primary. Within two weeks after certification 
by the state canvassing board of the results of the primary, the state treasurer shall pay 
an incentive to each major political party or minor political party congressional candi­
date who has signed an agreement as required under section 10A.43 and is eligible to 
receive an incentive. 

Subd. 3. Independent and new party candidates. Within two weeks after certifica­
tion by the state canvassing board of the results of the state general election, the state 
treasurer shall pay an incentive to each independent or new political party congressio­
nal candidate who has signed an agreement as required under section 10A.43 and is 
eligible to receive an incentive. To be eligible to receive an incentive, an independent 
or new party congressional candidate must receive at least three percent of the vote cast 
at the general election for the office sought. 

[For text ofsubd 4, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 13 art 1 s 6,7 
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