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CHAPTER 1031 

WELLS, BORINGS, AND UNDERGROUND USES 

1031.113 Applicability to mining activities. I03I.60S Submission of data from exploratory 
1031.343 Well and boring scaling account. borings. 
1031.601 Exploratory boring procedures. 1031.701 Repealed. 

1031.705 Repealed. 

1031.113 APPLICABILITY TO MINING ACTIVITIES. 
The provisions of this chapter do not apply to mining activities within a mining 

area described in a permit to mine issued under section 93.481 except a well or boring 
from which water is withdrawn. The provisions of this chapter do not apply to borings 
made within an area for which a conditional use permit for kaolin clay extraction has 
been obtained from the appropriate permitting authority when the kaolin clay extrac­
tion activity will remove all of the materials in which the borings occurred except a well 
or boring from which water is withdrawn. 

History: 1993 c 113 art 3 s 1 

1031.345 WELL AND BORING SEALING ACCOUNT. 
Subdivision 1. Revenue sources. Revenue from the following sources must be 

deposited in the state treasury and credited to a special account: 
(1) all money recovered by the commissioner under section 1031.341; 
(2) all money paid under section 144.99 or under any agreement, stipulation, or 

settlement resolving an enforcement action brought by the commissioner; 
(3) all interest attributable to investment of money credited to the account; and 
(4) all money received in the form of gifts, grants, reimbursements, or appropria­

tions from any source intended to be used for the purposes of the account. 

[For text ofsubd 2. see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 206 s 1 

1031.601 EXPLORATORY BORING PROCEDURES. 
Subdivision 1. Definitions, (a) For the purposes of this section, the following words 

have the meanings given them. 
(b) "Data" includes samples and factual noninterpreted data obtained from 

exploratory borings and samples including analytical results. 
(c) "Parcel" means a government section, fractional section, or government lot. 
(d) "Samples" means at least a one-quarter portion of all samples from exploratory 

borings that are customarily collected by the explorer. When the exploratory borings 
are being done to explore or prospect for kaolin clay, "samples" means a representative 
sample of at least two cubic inches of material per foot from exploratory borings of the 
material that is customarily collected by the explorer. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 9, see M.S.1992] 

History: 1993 c 113 art 3s 2 

1031.605 SUBMISSION OF DATA FROM EXPLORATORY BORINGS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1992] 

Subd. 4. Exploration data, (a) By 180 days after termination by the explorer of a 
lease or other type of exploration agreement on a property the data from the exploration 
must be submitted to the commissioner of natural resources. The data are public data 
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and persons submitting or releasing the data are not subject to civil or criminal liability 
for its use by others. 

(b) Data that will become public under paragraph (a) may be submitted, with the 
prior written permission of the commissioner of natural resources, before the termina­
tion. If the data are submitted earlier than the required time, the data do not become 
public data until 180 days after termination by the explorer of the lease or other type 
of exploration agreement on the property from which the data are obtained. An 
explorer submitting data before the time required by paragraph (a) shall provide to the 
commissioner of natural resources at the time the data are submitted and every 180 
days after that time, in a format designated by the commissioner of natural resources, 
satisfactory evidence that the lease or other type of exploration agreement is in effect. 
If satisfactory evidence that the mineral lease or other exploration agreement is still in 
effect is not provided to the commissioner of natural resources for a given 180-day 
period by the required date, the data immediately become public data. The explorer 
may waive, in writing, the data privacy requirements and agree that data submitted 
before the time required by paragraph (a) are public data. 

(c) Upon the written request of the explorer, data submitted under paragraph (a) 
are nonpublic data until 180 days after termination by the explorer of: (1) all other 
leases or other types of exploration agreements on property located within the same 
government section as the property on which the exploratory boring was done, and (2) 
all other leases or other types of exploration agreements on property located within a 
government section having at least one point in common along its boundary line with 
the government section in which the exploratory boring was done; provided that the 
owner of the property on which the exploration occurred consents to the data not 
becoming public data. 

An explorer requesting that the exploration data not become public data shall pro­
vide to the commissioner of natural resources at the time the data are submitted and 
every 180 days after that time, in a format designated by the commissioner of natural 
resources: (1) satisfactory evidence that the lease or exploration agreement that pro­
vides the basis for requesting that the data remain as not public data remains in effect, 
and (2) satisfactory evidence that the owner of the property upon which the exploration 
occurred consents to the data not becoming public data. 

If either of the pieces of satisfactory evidence is not provided to the commissioner 
of natural resources for a given 180-day period by the required date, the data immedi­
ately become public data. The explorer may waive, in writing, the data privacy require­
ments and agree that the submitted data are public data. 

(d) Exploration data and samples submitted under paragraphs (b) and (c) become 
public data no later than five years after receipt of the exploration data and samples 
by the commissioner of natural resources even if the lease or other type of exploration 
agreement described in paragraphs (b) and (c) has not terminated. 

[For text ofsubd 5, see M.S. 1992] 

History: 1993 c 113 art 3 s 3 

1031.701 [Repealed, 1993 c 206 s 25] 
1031.705 [Repealed, 1993 c 206 s 25] 
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