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299A.11 VEHICLES TRANSPORTING WHEELCHAIR USERS; DEFINI
TIONS. 

The following terms have the definitions given them for the purposes of sections 
299A.11 to299A.18: 

(a) "Wheelchair securement device" or "securement device" means an apparatus 
installed in a transit vehicle or other motor vehicle for the purpose of securing an occu
pied wheelchair into a location in the vehicle and preventing movement of that wheel
chair while the vehicle is in motion. 

(b) "Operator" means any person, firm, partnership, corporation, service club, 
public or private agency, city, town or county. Section 299A. 15 does not apply to any 
school bus as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 6. 

(c) "Transportation service" means the transportation by motor vehicle, other 
than a school bus manufactured before January 1, 1988, of any sick, injured, invalid, 
incapacitated, or handicapped individual while occupying a wheelchair, which trans
portation is offered or provided by any operator to the public or to its employees or in 
connection with any other service offered by the operator including schooling or nurs
ing home, convalescent or child care services. 

(d) "Transit vehicle" means a bus that is not a school bus as defined in section 
169.01, subdivision 6, with a gross vehicle weight rating greater than 15,000 pounds. 

History: 1991 c 163 s 1 

299A.12 WHEELCHAIR SECUREMENT DEVICES. 
Subdivision 1. General requirements. Except as provided in subdivision 4, any 

vehicle used by an operator to provide transportation service shall be equipped with 
wheelchair securement devices which are approved by the commissioner of public 
safety as meeting the specifications of subdivisions 1 and 2. A wheelchair securement 
device shall prevent any forward, backward, or lateral movement of an occupied wheel
chair when the device is engaged and the vehicle is in motion, accelerating or braking, 
and shall attach to the frame of the wheelchair without damaging it. Wheelchair secure
ment devices installed in any vehicle shall be maintained in working order. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 4. Transit vehicles; rules. A transit vehicle used to provide transportation 
services may be equipped with wheelchair securement devices that may be engaged and 
released by the user or the user's assistant. The commissioner of public safety shall 
adopt rules as necessary to set standards for the operation, strength, and use of these 
wheelchair securement devices. 

History: 1991 c 163 s 2,3 
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299A.14 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 378 

299A.14 INSPECTION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 3. The inspection shall be made to determine that the vehicle complies with 
the provisions of sections 299A. 12, subdivisions 1 and 4, and 299A. 13, subdivision 1; 
that the securement device is in working order; and that the securement device is not 
in need of obvious repair. The inspection may include testing the use of a securement 
device while the vehicle is in motion. 

[For text ofsubds 4 and 5, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 163 s 4 

299A.21 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 6. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of human ser
vices. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 12, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 292 art 8 s 8 

299A.23 DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS FOR CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 2. Advisory council. An advisory council of 18 members is established under 
section 15.059. The commissioners of public safety, health, education, and corrections 
shall each appoint one member. The subcommittee on committees of the senate and 
the speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint two members of their 
respective bodies, one from each caucus. The governor shall appoint an additional ten 
members who shall demonstrate knowledge in the area of child abuse and shall repre
sent the demographic and geographic composition of the state, and to the extent possi
ble, represent the following groups: local government, parents, racial and ethnic 
minority communities, the religious community, professional providers of child abuse 
prevention and treatment services, and volunteers in child abuse prevention and treat
ment services. The council shall advise and assist the commissioner in carrying out sec
tions 299A.20 to 299A.26. The council does not expire as provided by section 15.059, 
subdivision 5. 

[For text ofsubds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 292 art 8 s 9 

299A.24 LOCAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION COUNCILS. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment of council. A child abuse prevention council may be 

established in any county or group of counties that was eligible to receive funds under 
Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 145.917 as of January 1, 1986. A council organized 
in such a county or group of counties shall be authorized by the commissioner to review 
programs seeking trust fund money on finding that the council meets the criteria in this 
subdivision: 

(a) The council has submitted a plan for the prevention of child abuse that 
includes a survey of programs and services, assesses the need for additional programs 
or services, and demonstrates that standards and procedures have been established to 
ensure that funds will be distributed and used according to Laws 1986, chapter 423. 

(b) A single-county council shall consist of: 
(1) members of a multidisciplinary child protection team which must be estab

lished under section 626.558; and 
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(2) if necessary, enough additional members appointed by the county with knowl
edge in the area of child abuse so that a majority of the council is composed of members 
who do not represent public agencies. 

(c) A multicounty council shall be selected by the combined membership of those 
multidisciplinary teams which have been established in the counties under section 
626.558 and shall consist of: 

(1) one representative each from local human services agencies, county attorney 
offices, county sheriff offices, and health and education agencies, chosen from among 
the membership of all the teams; 

(2) one representative from any other public agency,group represented among the 
combined teams; and 

(3) enough additional members from the public who have knowledge in the area 
of child abuse so that a majority of the council is composed of members who do not 
represent public agencies. 

(d) In any multicounty group eligible to establish a council under this subdivision, 
at least 50 percent of the counties must have established a multidisciplinary team under 
section 626.558 before a council may be established. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 199 art 2 s 22 

299A.27 ANNUAL APPROPRIATION. 
All earnings from trust fund assets, all sums received under section 299A.26, and 

60 percent of the amount collected under section 144!226, subdivision 3, are appropri
ated annually from the children's trust fund for the prevention of child abuse to the 
commissioner of human services to carry out sections 299A.20 to 299A.26. In fiscal 
year 1987 only, the first $75,000 collected under section 144.226, subdivision 3, is 
appropriated from the children's trust fund for the prevention of child abuse to the 
commissioner of human services to carry out sections 299A.20 to 299A.26. 

History: 1991 c 292 art 8 s 10 

299A.29 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 1 a. Chemical abuse. "Chemical abuse" means the use of a controlled sub
stance or the abuse of alcoholic beverages. 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1991 c 279 s 41] 
Subd. 3. Controlled substance. "Controlled substance" has the meaning given in 

section 152.01, subdivision 4. 
Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1991 c 279 s 41] 
Subd. 4a. Prevention activity. "Prevention activity" means an activity carried on 

by a government agency that is designed to reduce chemical abuse and dependency, 
including education, prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation programs. 

Subd. 5. Supply reduction activity. "Supply reduction activity" means an activity 
carried on by a government agency that is designed to reduce the supply or use of con
trolled substances, including law enforcement, eradication, and prosecutorial activities. 

History: 1991 c 279 s 10-13 

299A.30 OFFICE OF DRUG POLICY. 
Subdivision 1. Office; assistant commissioner. The office of drug policy is an office 

in the department of public safety headed by an assistant commissioner appointed by 
the commissioner to serve in the unclassified service. The assistant commissioner may 
appoint other employees. The assistant commissioner shall coordinate the prevention 
and supply reduction activities of state and local agencies and provide one professional 
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staff member to assist on a full-time basis the work of the chemical abuse prevention 
resource council. 

Subd. 2. Duties, (a) The assistant commissioner shall gather and make available 
information on prevention and supply reduction activities throughout the state, foster 
cooperation among involved state and local agencies, and assist agencies and public 
officials in training and other programs designed to improve the effectiveness of preven
tion and supply reduction activities. 

(b) The assistant commissioner shall coordinate the distribution of funds received 
by the state of Minnesota through the federal Anti-Drug Abuse Act. The assistant com
missioner shall recommend to the commissioner recipients of grants under sections 
299A.33 and 299A.34, after consultation with the chemical abuse prevention resource 
council. 

(c) The assistant commissioner shall: 
(1) after consultation with all state agencies involved in prevention or supply 

reduction activities, develop a state chemical abuse and dependency strategy encom
passing the efforts of those agencies and taking into account all money available for pre
vention and supply reduction activities, from any source; 

(2) submit the strategy to the governor and the legislature by January 15 of each 
year, along with a summary of prevention and supply reduction activities during the 
preceding calendar year; 

(3) assist appropriate professional and occupational organizations, including orga
nizations of law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and educators, in developing and 
operating informational and training programs to improve the effectiveness of preven
tion and supply reduction activities; 

(4) provide information, including information on drug trends, and assistance to 
state and local agencies, both directly and by functioning as a clearinghouse for infor
mation from other agencies; 

(5) facilitate cooperation among drug program agencies; and 
(6) coordinate the administration of prevention, criminal justice, and treatment 

grants. 
History: 1991 c 238 art 1 s 14; 1991 c 279 s 14; 1991 c 345 art 2 s 51 

299A.31 CHEMICAL ABUSE PREVENTION RESOURCE COUNCIL; ESTAB
LISHMENT; MEMBERSHIP. 

Subdivision 1. Establishment; membership. A chemical abuse prevention resource 
council consisting of 17 members is established. The commissioners of public safety, 
education, health and human services, and the attorney general shall each appoint one 
member from among their employees. The speaker of the house of representatives and 
the subcommittee on committees of the senate shall each appoint a legislative member. 
The governor shall appoint an additional ten members who shall represent the demo
graphic and geographic composition of the state and, to the extent possible, shall repre
sent the following: public health; education including preschool, elementary, and higher 
education; social services; financial aid services; chemical dependency treatment; law 
enforcement; prosecution; defense; the judiciary; corrections; treatment research pro
fessionals; drug abuse prevention professionals; the business sector; religious leaders; 
representatives of racial and ethnic minority communities; and other community rep
resentatives. The members shall designate one of the governor's appointees as chair of 
the council. Compensation and removal of members are governed by section 15.059. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 279 s 15; 1991 c 345 art 2 s 52 

299A.32 RESPONSIBILITIES OF COUNCIL. 
Subdivision 1. Purpose of council. The general purpose of the council is to serve 
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as an advisory body to the governor and the legislature on all aspects of alcohol and 
drug abuse. 

Subd. 2. Specific duties and responsibilities. In furtherance of the general purpose 
specified in subdivision 1, the council shall: 

(1) assist state agencies in the coordination of drug policies and programs and in 
the provision of services to other units of government, communities, and citizens; 

(2) promote among state agencies policies to achieve uniformity in state and fed
eral grant programs and to streamline those programs; 

(3) oversee comprehensive data collection and research and evaluation of alcohol 
and drug program activities; 

(4) seek the advice and counsel of appropriate interest groups and advise the assis
tant commissioner of the office of drug policy; 

(5) seek additional private funding for community-based programs and research 
and evaluation; 

(6) evaluate whether law enforcement narcotics task forces should be reduced in 
number and increased in geographic size, and whether new sources of funding are avail
able for the task forces; 

(7) continue to promote clarity of roles among federal, state, and local law enforce
ment activities; and 

(8) establish criteria to evaluate law enforcement drug programs. 
Subd. 2a. Grant programs. The council shall review and approve state agency plans 

regarding the use of federal funds for programs to reduce chemical abuse or reduce the 
supply of controlled substances. The appropriate state agencies would have responsibil
ity for management of state and federal drug grant programs. 

Subd. 3. Annual report. By February 1 each year, the council shall submit a written 
report to the governor and the legislature describing its activities during the preceding 
year, describing efforts that have been made to enhance and improve utilization of 
existing resources and to identify deficits in prevention efforts, and recommending 
appropriate changes, including any legislative changes that it considers necessary or 
advisable in the area of chemical abuse prevention policy, programs, and services. 

History: 1991 c 279 s 16 

299A.34 LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COMMUNITY GRANTS. 
[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 2. Selection and monitoring. The chemical abuse prevention resource coun
cil shall assist in the selection and monitoring of grant recipients. 

History: 1991c 279 s 17 

299A.35 COMMUNITY CRIME REDUCTION PROGRAMS; GRANTS. 
Subdivision 1. Programs. The commissioner shall, in consultation with the chemi

cal abuse prevention resource council, administer a grant program to fund community-
based programs that are designed to enhance the community's sense of personal secur
ity and to assist the community in its crime control efforts. Examples of qualifying 
programs include, but are not limited to, the following: 

(1) programs to provide security systems for residential buildings serving low-
income persons, elderly persons, and persons who have physical or mental disabilities; 

(2) community-based programs designed to discourage young people from 
involvement in unlawful drug or street gang activities; 

(3) neighborhood block clubs and innovative community-based crime watch pro
grams; and 

(4) other community-based crime prevention programs that are innovative and 
encourage substantial involvement by members of the community served by the pro
gram. 
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Subd. 2. Grant procedure. A local unit of government or a nonprofit community-
based entity may apply for a grant by submitting an application with the commissioner. 
The applicant shall specify the following in its application: 

(1) a description of each program for which funding is sought; 
(2) the amount of funding to be provided to the program; 
(3) the geographical area to be served by the program; and 
(4) statistical information as to the number of arrests in the geographical area for 

violent crimes and for crimes involving schedule I and II controlled substances. "Vio
lent crime" includes a violation of or an attempt or conspiracy to violate any of the fol
lowing laws: sections 609.185; 609.19; 609.195; 609.20; 609.205; 609.21; 609.221; 
609.222; 609.223; 609.228; 609.235; 609.24; 609.245; 609.25; 609.255; 609.2661; 
609.2662; 609.2663; 609.2664; 609.2665; 609.267; 609.2671; 609.268; 609.342; 
609.343; 609.344; 609.345; 609.498, subdivision 1; 609.561; 609.562; 609.582, subdi
vision 1; 609.687; or any provision of chapter 152 that is punishable by a maximum 
term of imprisonment greater than ten years. 

The commissioner shall give priority to funding programs in the geographical areas 
that have the highest crime rates, as measured by the data supplied under clause (4), 
and that demonstrate substantial involvement by members of the community served 
by the program. The maximum amount that may be awarded to an applicant is 
$50,000. 

Subd. 3. Report. An applicant that receives a grant under this section shall provide 
the commissioner with a summary of how the grant funds were spent and the extent 
to which the objectives of the program were achieved. The commissioner shall submit 
a written report to the legislature, by February 1 each year, based on the information 
provided by applicants under this subdivision. 

History: 1991 c 279 s 18 

299A.36 OTHER DUTIES. 
The assistant commissioner assigned to the office of drug policy, in consultation 

with the chemical abuse prevention resource council, shall: 
(1) provide information and assistance upon request to school preassessment 

teams established under section 126.034 and school and community advisory teams 
established under section 126.035; 

(2) provide information and assistance upon request to the state board of phar
macy with respect to the board's enforcement of chapter 152; 

(3) cooperate with and provide information and assistance upon request to the 
alcohol and other drug abuse section in the department of human services; 

(4) assist in coordinating the policy of the office with that of the narcotic enforce
ment unit in the bureau of criminal apprehension; and 

(5) coordinate the activities of the regional drug task forces, provide assistance and 
information to them upon request, and assist in the formation of task forces in areas 
of the state in which no task force operates. 

History: 1991 c 279 s 19 

299A.38 SOFT BODY ARMOR REIMBURSEMENT. 
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 2. State and local reimbursement. Peace officers and heads of local law 
enforcement agencies who buy vests for the use of peace officer employees may apply 
to the commissioner for reimbursement of funds spent to buy vests. On approving an 
application for reimbursement, the commissioner shall pay the applicant an amount 
equal to the lesser of one-third of the vest's purchase price or $ 165. The political subdi
vision that employs the peace officer shall pay at least the lesser of one-third of the vest's 
purchase price or $ 165. The political subdivision may not deduct or pay its share of 
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the vest's cost from any clothing, maintenance, or similar allowance otherwise provided 
to the peace officer by the law enforcement agency. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 6, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c8s 1 

299A.40 MULTIDISCIPLINARY CHEMICAL ABUSE PREVENTION TEAM. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 4. Assistant commissioner; administration of grants. The assistant commis
sioner shall develop a process for administering grants under subdivision 3. The process 
must be compatible with the community grant program under the Drug Free Schools 
and Communities Act, Public Law Number 100-690. The process for administering the 
grants must include establishing criteria the assistant commissioner shall apply in 
awarding grants. The assistant commissioner shall issue requests for proposals for 
grants under subdivision 3. The request must be designed to obtain detailed informa
tion about the applicant and other information the assistant commissioner considers 
necessary to evaluate and select a grant recipient. The applicant shall submit a proposal 
for a grant on a form and in a manner prescribed by the assistant commissioner. The 
assistant commissioner shall award grants under this section so that SO percent of the 
funds appropriated for the grants go to the metropolitan area comprised of Anoka, Car
ver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, and Washington counties, and 50 percent of 
the funds go to the area outside the metropolitan area. The process for administering 
the grants must also include procedures for monitoring the recipients' use of grant 
funds and reporting requirements for grant recipients. 

History: 1991 c 345 art 2 s 53 

299A.41 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Scope. The definitions used in this section apply to sections 299A.41 

to 299A.46. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 5, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 199 art 1 s 66 

299A.4S EDUCATION BENEFIT. 
Subdivision 1. Eligibility. Following certification under section 299A.44 and com

pliance with this section and rules of the commissioner of public safety and the higher 
education coordinating board, dependent children less than 23 years of age and the sur
viving spouse of a public safety officer killed in the line of duty on or after January 1, 
1973, are eligible to receive educational benefits under this section. To qualify for an 
award, they must be enrolled in undergraduate degree or certificate programs after June 
30, 1990, at an eligible Minnesota institution as provided in section 136A. 101, subdivi
sion 4. Persons who have received a baccalaureate degree or have been enrolled full 
time or the equivalent of eight semesters or 12 quarters, whichever occurs first, are no 
longer eligible. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 4, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 356 art 8 s 22 
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