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CHAPTER 28A 

LICENSING FOOD HANDLERS 

28A.0S Classification. 28A.08 License fees; penalties. 
28A.07S Delegation to local board of health. 

28A.05 CLASSIFICATION. 
All persons required to have a license under section 28A.04 shall be classified into 

one of the following classes of food handlers, according to their principal mode of busi
ness. 

(a) Retail food handlers are persons who sell or process and sell food directly to 
the ultimate consumer or who custom process meat or poultry. The term includes a per
son who sells food directly to the ultimate consumer through the use of coin actuated 
vending machines, and a person who sells food for consumption on-site or off-site if 
the sale is conducted on the premises that are part of a grocery or convenience store 
operation. 

(b) Wholesale food handlers are persons who sell to others for resale. A person who 
handles food in job lots (jobbers) is included in this classification. 

(c) Wholesale food processors or manufacturers are persons who process or manu
facture raw materials and other food ingredients into food items, or who reprocess food 
items, or who package food for sale to others for resale, or who commercially slaughter 
animals or poultry. Included herein are persons who can, extract, ferment, distill, 
pickle, bake, freeze, dry, smoke, grind, mix, stuff, pack, bottle, recondition, or otherwise 
treat or preserve food for sale to others for resale, cold storage warehouse operators as 
denned in section 28.01, subdivision 3, salvage food processors as defined in section 
31.495, subdivision 1, dairy plants as denned in section 32.01, subdivision 6, and non
resident manufacturers of frozen foods as described in section 32.59. 

(d) A food broker is a person who buys and sells food and who negotiates between 
a buyer and a seller of food, but who at no time has custody of the food being bought 
and sold. 

History: 1991 c 52 s 1 

28A.075 DELEGATION TO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 
The commissioner may enter into an agreement with a local board of health to del

egate all or part of the licensing and inspection duties of the commissioner pertaining 
to retail food handlers that are grocery or convenience stores. 

History: 1991 c 52 s 2 

28A.08 LICENSE FEES; PENALTIES. 
License fees, penalties for late renewal of licenses, and penalties for not obtaining 

a license before conducting business in food handling that are set in this section apply 
to the sections named except as provided under section 28A.09. Except as specified 
herein, bonds and assessments based on number of units operated or volume handled 
or processed which are provided for in said laws shall not be affected, nor shall any pen
alties for late payment of said assessments, nor shall inspection fees, be affected by this 
chapter. The penalties may be waived by the commissioner. 
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Type of food handler 

1. Retail food handler 
(a) Having gross sales of only 
prepackaged nonperishable food 
of less than $15,000 for 
the immediately previous 
license or fiscal year and 
filing a statement with the 
commissioner 
(b) Having under $ 15,000 gross 
sales including food preparation 
or having $ 15,000 to $50,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year 
(c) Having $50,000 to $250,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year 
(d) Having $250,000 to 
$ 1,000,000 gross sales for the 
immediately previous license or 
fiscal year 
(e) Having $1,000,000 to 
$5,000,000 gross sales for the 
immediately previous license or 
fiscal year 
(0 Having $5,000,000 to 
$ 10,000,000 gross sales for the 
immediately previous license or 
fiscal year 
(g) Having over $ 10,000,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year 

2. Wholesale food handler 
(a) Having gross sales or 
service of less than $250,000 
for the immediately previous 
license or fiscal year 
(b) Having $250,000 to 
$1,000,000 gross sales or 
service for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year 
(c) Having $1,000,000 
to $5,000,000 gross sales or 
service for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year 
(d) Having over $5,000,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year 

3. Food broker 
4. Wholesale food processor 

or manufacturer 
(a) Having gross sales of less 
than $250,000 for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year 

Penalties 
License Late No 
Fee Renewal License 

$ 4 0 $ 15 $ 25 

$ 55 

$105 

$ 15 

$ 35 

$ 25 

$ 75 

$180 $ 50 $100 

$500 $100 $175 

$700 

$800 

$150 

$200 

$300 

$350 

$200 $ 50 $100 

$400 $100 $200 

$500 $125 $250 

$575 
$100 

$150 
$ 30 

$300 
$ 50 

$275 $ 75 $150 
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(b) Having $250,000 to $ 1,000,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year $400 $100 $200 
(c) Having $1,000,000 to 
$5,000,000 gross sales for the 
immediately previous license or 
fiscal year $500 $125 $250 
(d) Having over $5,000,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year $575 $150 $300 

5. Wholesale food processor of 
meat or poultry products 
under supervision of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
(a) Having gross sales of less 
than $250,000 for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year $150 $ 50 $ 75 
(b) Having $250,000 to $1,000,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year $225 $ 75 $125 
(c) Having $ 1,000,000 to 
$5,000,000 gross sales for the 
immediately previous license or 
fiscal year $275 $ 75 $150 
(d) Having over $5,000,000 
gross sales for the immediately 
previous license or fiscal year $325 $100 $175 

6. Wholesale food manufacturer 
having the permission of the 
commissioner to use the name 
Minnesota farmstead cheese $ 30 $ 10 $ 15 

7. Nonresident frozen dairy 
manufacturer $200 $ 50 $ 75 

History: 1991 c 254 art 3 s 15 
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