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CHAPTER 259
CHANGE OF NAME, ADOPTION

259.10 Procedure. 259.24 Consents.

259.10 PROCEDURE.

A person who shall have resided in this state for six months may apply to the dis-
trict court in the county where the person resides to change the person’s name, the
names of minor children, if any, and the name of a spouse, if the spouse joins in the
application, in the manner herein specified. The person shall state in the application
the name and age of the spouse and each of the children, if any, and shall describe all
lands in the state in or upon which the person, the children and the spouse if their
names are also to be changed by the application, claim any interest or lien, and shall
appear personally before the court and prove identity by at least two witnesses. If the
person be a minor, the application shall be made by the person’s guardian or next of
kin. The court shall accept the certificate of dissolution prepared pursuant to section
518.148 as conclusive evidence of the facts recited in the certificate and may not require
the person to provide the court a copy of the judgment and decree of dissolution. Every
person who, with intent to defraud, shall make a false statement in any such application
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor provided, however, that no minor child’s name may
be changed without both parents having notice of the pending of the application for
change of name, whenever practicable, as determined by the court.

History: 1991 ¢ 161 s 1

259.24 CONSENTS.
[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 5. Execution. All consents to an adoption shall be in writing, executed before
two competent witnesses, and acknowledged by the consenting party. In addition, all
consents to an adoption, except those by the commissioner, the commissioner’s agent,
a licensed child-placing agency, an adult adoptee, or the child’s parent in a petition for
adoption by a stepparent, shall be executed before a representative of the commis-
sioner, the commissioner’s agent, or a licensed child-placing agency. All consents by a
parent:

(1) shall contain notice to the parent of the substance of subdivision 6a, providing
for the right to withdraw consent; and

(2) shall contain the following written notice in all capital letters at least one-eighth
inch high:

“This agency will submit your consent to adoption to the court. The consent itself
does not terminate your parental rights. Parental rights to a child may be terminated
only by an adoption decree or by a court order terminating parental rights. Unless the
child is adopted or your parental rights are terminated, you may be asked to support
the child.”

Consents shall be filed in the adoption proceedings at any time before the matter
is heard provided, however, that a consent executed and acknowledged outside of this
state, either in accordance with the law of this state or in accordance with the law of
the place where executed, is valid.

[For text of subds 6a to 8, see M.S.1990]
History: 1991 ¢ 107 s 1

Copyright © 1991 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



