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CHAPTER 18C 

FERTILIZERS, SOIL AMENDMENTS, 
AGRICULTURAL LIMING MATERIALS, AND PLANT 

AMENDMENTS 

I8C.00S Definitions. I8C.42S Registration, license, and inspection 
18C.310 Genetically engineered fertilizer, fees. 

genetically engineered soil 
amendment, or genetically engineered 
plant amendment permit. 

18C.005 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 12, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 12a. Genetic engineering. "Genetic engineering" means the modification of 
the genetic composition of an organism using molecular techniques. This does not 
include selective breeding, hybridization, or nondirected mutagenesis. 

Subd. 12b. Genetically engineered fertilizer. "Genetically engineered fertilizer" 
means an organism that has been modified through the use of genetic engineering, con­
taining one or more recognized plant nutrients that is used for its plant nutrient content 
and designed for use or claimed to have value in promoting plant growth. Genetically 
engineered fertilizer does not include animal and vegetable manures that are not 
manipulated, marl, lime, limestone, and other products exempted by rule by the com­
missioner. 

Subd. 12c. Genetically engineered plant amendment. "Genetically engineered plant 
amendment" means an organism that has been modified through the use of genetic 
engineering, and that when applied to plants or seeds is intended to improve germina­
tion, growth, yield, product quality, reproduction, flavor, or other desirable characteris­
tics of plants except fertilizers, soil amendments, agricultural liming materials, 
pesticides, and other materials that are exempted by rule. 

Subd. 12d. Genetically engineered soil amendment. "Genetically engineered soil 
amendment" means an organism that has been modified directly or indirectly using 
genetic engineering, intended to improve the physical characteristics of the soil for agri­
cultural production, except fertilizers, agricultural liming materials, pesticides, and 
other materials exempted by rule. 

[For text ofsubds 13 to 22, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 22a. Organism. "Organism" means an animal, plant, bacterium, cyanobac-
terium, fungus, protist, or virus. 

[For text ofsubds 23 to 27, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 27a. Release. "Release" means the placement or use of a genetically engi­
neered organism outside a contained laboratory, greenhouse, building, structure, or 
other similar facility or under other conditions not specifically determined by the com­
missioner to be adequately contained. 

[For text ofsubds 28 to 38, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 250 s 11-16 

18C.310 GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FERTILIZER, GENETICALLY ENGI­
NEERED SOIL AMENDMENT, OR GENETICALLY ENGINEERED PLANT 
AMENDMENT PERMIT. 

Subdivision 1. Requirement. A person may not conduct a release of a genetically 
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engineered fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, or genetically engineered 
plant amendment in any amount in the state until a permit for the release has been 
obtained from the commissioner under this section, a registration has been obtained 
under section 18C.411, or a license has been obtained under section 18C.415. A release 
of a genetically engineered fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, or geneti­
cally engineered plant amendment must have a permit under this section until the com­
missioner determines by rule or order that the release may be subject to sections 
18C.411 and 18C.415, or is otherwise exempt from this section. Each new release 
requires a new permit. 

Subd. 2. Permit application and review, (a) After reviewing a completed applica­
tion, the commissioner may issue a genetically engineered fertilizer, genetically engi­
neered soil amendment, or genetically engineered plant amendment permit if the 
commissioner determines that the applicant has adequately demonstrated that the pro­
posed release does not have the potential for unreasonable adverse effects on the envi­
ronment. The commissioner may prescribe terms and conditions including, but not 
limited to, the period for the genetically engineered fertilizer, genetically engineered 
soil amendment, or genetically engineered plant amendment permit, the amount or 
number of genetically engineered fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, or 
genetically engineered plant amendment to be used, monitoring activities, department 
inspection schedules, reporting of experiment results, and experiment termination pro­
cedures. A person may not violate terms or conditions of a permit issued under this 
section. After a genetically engineered fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amend­
ment, or genetically engineered plant amendment permit is issued, the commissioner 
may revoke or change the permit at any time if the commissioner finds that its terms 
or conditions are being violated or are inadequate to avoid unreasonable adverse effects 
on the environment. 

(b) The commissioner may deny issuance of a genetically engineered fertilizer, 
genetically engineered soil amendment, or genetically engineered plant amendment 
permit if the commissioner determines that the use to be made of the genetically engi­
neered fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, or genetically engineered 
plant amendment under the proposed terms and conditions may cause unreasonable 
adverse effects on the environment. 

Subd. 3. Application. A person shall file an application for a genetically engineered 
fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, or genetically engineered plant 
amendment permit with the commissioner. An application for a genetically engineered 
fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, or genetically engineered plant 
amendment permit must include: 

(1) the name and address of the applicant; 
(2) any United States Environmental Protection Agency, United States Depart­

ment of Agriculture, or other federal agency regulatory application or approval docu­
ment, if required under federal law or rule; 

(3) the purpose or objectives of the product; 
(4) the name, address, and telephone number of cooperators or participants in this 

state; 
(5) the amount of material to be shipped or used in this state; and 
(6) other information requested by the commissioner. 
History: 1991c 250 s 17 

18C.42S REGISTRATION, LICENSE, AND INSPECTION FEES. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 3a. Genetically engineered fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, 
or genetically engineered plant amendment permit. An application for a genetically engi­
neered fertilizer, genetically engineered soil amendment, or genetically engineered 
plant amendment permit must be accompanied by a nonrefundable application fee of 
$125. 
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[For text ofsubds 4 to 6, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 250 s 18 
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