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CHAPTER 8 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

8.15 Attorney general costs. 8.31 Additional duties of the attorney 
8.16 Attorney general; administrative general, 

subpoenas. 

8.15 ATTORNEY GENERAL COSTS. 
The attorney general in consultation with the commissioner of finance shall assess 

executive branch agencies a fee for legal services rendered to them. The budget requests 
of all executive branch agencies submitted to the legislature in each odd-numbered year 
must show the actual or estimated amount assessed, paid, and requested for each year. 
The assessment against appropriations from other than the general fund must be the 
full amount of the fee. The assessment against appropriations supported by fees must 
be included in the fee calculation. Unless appropriations are made for fee supported 
costs, no payment by the agency is required. The assessment against appropriations 
from the general fund not supported by fees must be one-half of the fee. Receipts from 
assessments must be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the general fund. 

The attorney general in consultation with the commissioner of finance shall assess 
political subdivisions fees to cover half the cost of legal services rendered to them. 

History: 1989 c 335 art 1 s 56 

8.16 ATTORNEY GENERAL; ADMINISTRATIVE SUBPOENAS. 
Subdivision 1. Authority. The attorney general, or any deputy, assistant, or special 

assistant attorney general whom the attorney general authorizes in writing, has the 
authority in any county of the state to subpoena and require the production of any 
records of telephone companies, electric companies, gas companies, water utilities, 
chemical suppliers, hotels and motels, airlines, buses, taxis, and other entities engaged 
in the business of transporting people, and freight companies, warehousing companies, 
package delivery companies, and other entities engaged in the businesses of transport, 
storage, or delivery. Subpoenas may only be issued for records that are relevant to an 
ongoing legitimate law enforcement investigation. 

Subd. 2. Enforcement. The subpoena shall be enforceable through the district 
court. 

Subd. 3. Expenses. The person directed to produce the records must be paid 
reasonable expenses incurred in producing the records. 

Subd. 4. Disclosure prohibited. The subpoena must state that the person to whom 
the subpoena is directed may not disclose the fact that the subpoena was issued or the 
fact that the requested records have been produced except: 

(1) insofar as the disclosure is necessary to find and disclose the records; or 
(2) pursuant to court order. 
Subd. 5. Penalty. The willful failure to produce the documents required by the 

subpoena is a misdemeanor. 
Subd. 6. Ex parte order. Upon the ex parte request of the attorney issuing the 

subpoena, the district court may issue an order directing the production of the records. 
It is not necessary for either the request or the order to be filed with the court 
administrator. Failure to comply with the court order subjects the person who fails to 
comply to civil or criminal contempt of court, or both. 

History: 1989 c 336 art 2 s 1 

8.31 ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
Subdivision 1. Investigate offenses against the provisions of certain designated 

sections; assist in enforcement. The attorney general shall investigate violations of the 
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15 ATTORNEY GENERAL 8.31 

law of this state respecting unfair, discriminatory, and other unlawful practices in 
business, commerce, or trade, and specifically, but not exclusively, the nonprofit 
corporation act (sections 317A.001 to 317A.909), the act against unfair discrimination 
and competition (sections 325D.01 to 325D.08), the unlawful trade practices act 
(sections 325D.09 to 325D. 16), the antitrust act (sections 325D.49 to 325D.66), section 
325F.67 and other laws against false or fraudulent advertising, the antidiscrimination 
acts contained in section 325D.67, the act against monopolization of food products 
(section 325D.68), and the prevention of consumer fraud act (sections 325F.68 to 
325F.70) and assist in the enforcement of those laws as in this section provided. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 2b, see M.S. 1988/ 

Subd. 2c. Consumer education fund. If a court of competent jurisdiction finds that 
a sum recovered under this section for the benefit of injured persons cannot reasonably 
be distributed to the victims, because the victims cannot readily be located or identified, 
or because the cost of distributing the money would outweigh the benefit to the victims, 
then the court may order that the money be paid into the general fund. All sums 
recovered must be deposited into the state treasury and credited to the general fund. 

Subd. 3. Injunctive relief. In addition to the penalties provided by law for viola­
tion of the laws referred to in subdivision 1, specifically and generally, whether or not 
injunctive relief is otherwise provided by law, the courts of this state are vested with 
jurisdiction to prevent and restrain violations of those laws, to require the payment of 
civil penalties, to require payment into the general fund, and to appoint administrators 
as provided in subdivision 3c. On becoming satisfied that any of those laws has been 
or is being violated, or is about to be violated, the attorney general shall be entitled, 
on behalf of the state; (a) to sue for and have injunctive relief in any court of competent 
jurisdiction against any such violation or threatened violation without abridging the 
penalties provided by law; and (b) to sue for and recover for the state, from any person 
who is found to have violated any of the laws referred to in subdivision 1, a civil 
penalty, in an amount to be determined by the court, not in excess of $25,000. All sums 
recovered by the attorney general under this section shall be deposited in the general 
fund. 

[For text ofsubds 3a to 3c, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 304 sl29; 1989 c 335 art 4 s 5,6 
NOTE: Subdivision I, as amended by Laws 1989, chapter 304, section 129, is effective January 1, 1991. See Laws 

1989, chapter 304, section 140. 
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CHAPTER 10A 

ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 

I0A.01 Definitions. I0A.32 Limitations upon ihc slate election 
I0A.02 Board of ethical practices. campaign fund. 
10A.09 Statements of economic interest. 

10A.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1988] 

Subd. 5. Candidate. "Candidate" means an individual who seeks nomination or 
election to any statewide or legislative office for which reporting is not required under 
federal laws. The term candidate shall also include an individual who seeks nomination 
or election to supreme court, court of appeals, or district court judgeships of the state. 
An individual shall be deemed to seek nomination or election if the individual has 
taken the action necessary under the law of the state of Minnesota to qualify for 
nomination or election, has received contributions or made expenditures in excess of 
$ 100, or has given implicit or explicit consent for any other person to receive contribu­
tions or make expenditures in excess of $100, for the purpose of bringing about the 
individual's nomination or election. A candidate remains a candidate until the 
candidate's principal campaign committee is dissolved as provided in section 10A.24. 

[For text ofsubds 6 to 17, see M.S. 1988/ 

Subd. 18. "Public official" means any: 
(a) member of the legislature; 
(b) constitutional officer in the executive branch and the officer's chief administra­

tive deputy; 
(c) member, chief administrative officer or deputy chief administrative officer of 

a state board or commission which has at least one of the following powers: (i) the 
power to adopt, amend or repeal rules, or (ii) the power to adjudicate contested cases 
or appeals; 

(d) commissioner, deputy commissioner, or assistant commissioner of any state 
department as designated pursuant to section 15.01; 

(e) individual employed in the executive branch who is authorized to adopt, 
amend or repeal rules or adjudicate contested cases; 

(f) executive director of the state board of investment; 
(g) executive director of the Indian affairs intertribal board; 
(h) commissioner of the iron range resources and rehabilitation board; 
(i) commissioner of mediation services; 
(j) deputy of any official listed in clauses (e) to (i); 
(k) judge of the workers' compensation court of appeals; 
(1) administrative law judge or compensation judge in the state office of adminis­

trative hearings or referee in the department of jobs and training; 
(m) solicitor general or deputy, assistant or special assistant attorney general; 
(n) individual employed by the legislature as secretary of the senate, legislative 

auditor, chief clerk of the house, revisor of statutes, or researcher or attorney in the 
office of senate research, senate counsel, or house research; 

(o) member or chief administrative officer of the metropolitan council, regional 
transit board, metropolitan transit commission, metropolitan waste control commis--
sion, metropolitan parks and open spaces commission, metropolitan airports commis­
sion or metropolitan sports facilities commission; 

(p) the commissioner of gaming and director of each division in the department 
of gaming and the deputy director of the division of state lottery; or 
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17 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 10A.09 

(q)| director of the division of gambling enforcement in the department of public 
safety, j 

! [For text ofsubds 19 to 24, see M.S. 1988/ 

History: 1987 c 186 s 15; 1989 c 209 art 1 s 1.2; 1989 c 334 art 6 s 1 

10A.02 BOARD OF ETHICAL PRACTICES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 7, see M.S. 1988] 

Subd. 8. The board shall: 
(a) Report at the close of each fiscal year to the legislature, the governor, and the 

public concerning the action it has taken, the names, salaries, and duties of all individu­
als in its employ, and the money it has disbursed. The board shall include and identify 
in its report any other reports it has made during the fiscal year. It may indicate 
apparent abuses and offer legislative recommendations; 

(b) Prescribe forms for statements and reports required to be filed under sections 
10A.01 to 10A.34 and make the forms available to individuals required to file them; 

(c) Make available to the individuals required to file the reports and statements 
a manual setting forth the recommended uniform methods of bookkeeping and report­
ing; 

(d) Develop a filing, coding, and cross-indexing system consistent with the pur­
poses of sections 10A.01 to 10A.34; 

(e) Make the reports and statements filed with it available for public inspection 
and copying by the end of the second day following the day on which they were 
received. Any individual may copy a report or statement by hand or by duplicating 
machine and the board shall provide duplicating services at cost for this purpose. No 
information copied from reports and statements shall be sold or utilized by any 
individual or association for any commercial purpose. "Commercial purpose" does not 
include purposes related to elections, political activities, or law enforcement. Any 
individual or association violating the provisions of this clause may be subject to a civil 
penalty of up to $ 1,000. An individual who knowingly violates this subdivision is guilty 
of a misdemeanor; 

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 138.163, preserve reports and state­
ments for a period of five years from the date of receipt; 

- (g) Compile and maintain a current list and summary of all statements or parts of 
statements pertaining to each candidate; and 

,(h) Prepare and publish reports as it may deem appropriate. 

[For text ofsubds 9 to 13, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 291 art 1 s 1 

10A.09 STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST. 
Subdivision 1. Time for filing. Except for a candidate for elective office in the 

judicial branch, an individual shall file a statement of economic interest with the board: 
(a) Within 60 days of accepting employment as a public official; 
(b) Within 14 days after filing an affidavit of candidacy or petition to appear on 

the ballot for an elective public office; 
(c) In the case of a public official requiring the advice and consent of the senate, 

within 14 days after undertaking the duties of office; or 
(d) In the case of members of the Minnesota racing commission, the director of 

the division of pari-mutuel racing, chief of security, medical officer, inspector of 
pari-mutuels and stewards employed or approved by the commission or persons who 
fulfill those duties under contract, within 60 days of accepting or assuming duties. 
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[For text ofsubds 2 to 8, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 334 art 6 s 2 

10A.32 LIMITATIONS UPON THE STATE ELECTION CAMPAIGN FUND. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1988] 

Subd. 3a. The commissioner of revenue shall, on the basis of vote totals provided 
by the secretary of state, calculate and certify to the board before the first day of July 
in an election year an estimate, after 100 percent of the tax returns have been processed, 
of the total amount in the general account, and the amount of money each candidate 
who qualifies as provided in section 10A.31, subdivision 6, may receive from the 
candidate's party account, based upon the formula set forth in section 10A.31, subdivi­
sion 5. Prior to the first day of filing for office, the board shall publish and forward to 
all filing officers these estimates. Within seven days after the last day for filing for office, 
the secretary of state shall certify to the board the name, address, office sought, and 
party affiliation of each candidate who has filed with that office the candidate's affidavit 
of candidacy or petition to appear on the ballot. The auditor of each county shall certify 
to the board the same information for each candidate who has filed with that county 
an affidavit of candidacy or petition to appear on the ballot. Within seven days 
thereafter, the board shall estimate the minimum amount to be received by each 
candidate who qualifies as provided in section 10A.31, subdivisions 6 and 7, and notify 
all candidates on or before August 15 of the applicable amount. The board shall include 
with the notice a form for the agreement provided in subdivision 3. 

[For text of subd 4, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 209 art 1 s 3 
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