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CHAPTER 541 

LIMITATION OF TIME, COMMENCING ACTIONS 

541.023 Actions affecting title to real estate. 541.074 Civil remedy in racketeering cases. 
541.07 Two or three year limitations. 541.20 Recovery of money lost. 
541.073 Actions for damages due to sexual 541.21 Commitments Tor gambling debt void, 

abuse; special provisions. 

541.023 ACTIONS AFFECTING TITLE TO REAL ESTATE. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1988J 

Subd. 2. Application, (a) This section shall apply to every right, claim, interest, 
incumbrance, or lien founded by any instrument, event, or transaction 40 years old at 
the date hereof, or which will be 40 years old prior to January 1, 1948, except those 
under which the claimant thereunder shall file a notice as herein provided prior to 
January 1, 1948. 

(b) This section applies to repurchase options or other rights of repurchase that 
encumber an interest in land based upon an instrument other than a deed of convey­
ance granted by a governmental body, agency, or subdivision, unless within 40 years 
of the recording or filing of the instrument a notice is recorded or filed under subdivi­
sion 1. This paragraph does not revive repurchase options or rights of repurchase 
barred by subdivision 1. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 7, see M.S.1988] 

History: 1989 c 229 s 4 

541.07 TWO OR THREE YEAR LIMITATIONS. 
Except where the uniform commercial code, this section, section 148A.06, or 

section 541.073 otherwise prescribes, the following actions shall be commenced within 
two years: 

(1) For libel, slander, assault, battery, false imprisonment, or other tort, resulting 
in personal injury, and all actions against physicians, surgeons, dentists, other health 
care professionals as defined in section 145.61, and veterinarians as defined in chapter 
156, hospitals, sanitariums, for malpractice, error, mistake or failure to cure, whether 
based on contract or tort; provided a counterclaim may be pleaded as a defense to any 
action for services brought by a physician, surgeon, dentist, or other health care 
professional or veterinarian, hospital or sanitarium, after the limitations herein described 
notwithstanding it is barred by the provisions of this chapter, if it was the property of 
the party pleading it at the time it became barred and was not barred at the time the 
claim sued on originated, but no judgment thereof except for costs can be rendered in 
favor of the party so pleading it; 

(2) Upon a statute for a penalty or forfeiture, except as provided in section 
541.074; 

(3) For damages caused by a dam, other than a dam used for commercial purposes; 
but as against one holding under the preemption or homestead laws, the limitations 
shall not begin to run until a patent has been issued for the land so damaged; 

(4) Against a master for breach of an indenture of apprenticeship; the limitation 
runs from the expiration of the term of service; 

(5) For the recovery of wages or overtime or damages, fees or penalties accruing 
under any federal or state law respecting the payment of wages or overtime or damages, 
fees or penalties except, that if the employer fails to submit payroll records by a 
specified date upon request of the department of labor and industry or if the nonpay­
ment is willful and not the result of mistake or inadvertence, the limitation is three 
years. (The term "wages" means all remuneration for services or employment, includ-
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ing commissions and bonuses and the cash value of all remuneration in any medium 
other than cash, where the relationship of master and servant exists and the term 
"damages" means single, double, or treble damages, accorded by any statutory cause 
of action whatsoever and whether or not the relationship of master and servant exists); 

(6) For damages caused by the establishment of a street or highway grade or a 
change in the originally established grade; 

(7) For sales or use taxes imposed by the laws of any other state; 
(8) Against the person who applies the pesticide for injury or damage to property 

resulting from the application, but not the manufacture or sale, of a pesticide. 

History: 1989 c 190 s 1; 1989 c 286 s 1 

541.073 ACTIONS FOR DAMAGES DUE TO SEXUAL ABUSE; SPECIAL PRO­
VISIONS. 

An action for damages based on personal injury caused by sexual abuse must be 
commenced, in the case of an intentional tort, within two years, or, in the case of an 
action for negligence, within six years of the time the plaintiff knew or had reason to 
know that the injury was caused by the sexual abuse. The plaintiff need not establish 
which act in a continuous series of sexual abuse acts by the defendant caused the injury. 
The knowledge of a parent or guardian may not be imputed to a minor. This section 
does not affect the suspension of the statute of limitations during a period of disability 
under section 541.15. 

As used in this section, "sexual abuse" means conduct described in sections 
609.342 to 609.345. 

This section applies to an action for damages commenced against a person who 
caused the plaintiffs personal injury either by (1) committing sexual abuse against the 
plaintiff, or (2) negligently permitting sexual abuse against the plaintiff to occur. 

History: 1989 c 190 s 2 

541.074 CIVIL REMEDY IN RACKETEERING CASES. 
A civil proceeding under section 609.911 shall be commenced within five years. 

History: 1989 c 286 s 2 

541.20 RECOVERY OF MONEY LOST. 
Every person who, by playing at cards, dice, or other game, or by betting on the 

hands or sides of such as are gambling, shall lose to any person so playing or betting 
any sum of money or any goods, and pays or delivers the same; or any part thereof, to 
the winner, may sue for and recover such money by a civil action, before any court of 
competent jurisdiction. For purposes of this section, gambling shall not include 
pari-mutuel wagering conducted under a license issued pursuant to chapter 240, 
purchase or sale of tickets in the state lottery, or gambling authorized under chapters 
349 and 349A. 

History: 1989 c 334 art 6 s 6 

541.21 COMMITMENTS FOR GAMBLING DEBT VOID. 
Every note, bill, bond, mortgage, or other security or conveyance in which the 

whole or any part of the consideration shall be for any money or goods won by gambling 
or playing at cards, dice, or any other game whatever, or by betting on the sides or hands 
of any person gambling, or for reimbursing or repaying any money knowingly lent or 
advanced at the time and place of such gambling or betting, or lent and advanced for 
any gambling or betting to any persons so gambling or betting, shall be void and of no 
effect as between the parties to the same, and as to all persons except such as hold or 
claim under them in good faith, without notice of the illegality of the consideration of 
such contract or conveyance. The provisions of this section shall not apply to pari-
mutuel wagering conducted under a license issued pursuant to chapters 240 and 349 
or purchase of tickets in the state lottery under chapter 349A. 

History: 1989 c 334 art 6 s 7 
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