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480.01 JUSTICES; TERMS; TRAVEL EXPENSES. 
Subdivision 1. Justices; terms. The supreme court shall consist of one chief justice 

and six associate justices, who shall hold one term of court each year, at the seat of 
government, commencing on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January, with 
such continuations or adjournments thereof during the year as may be necessary for 
the dispatch of the business coming before the court. When the chief justice of the court 
shall be absent from the state, or shall be, for any reason, incapacitated from acting as 
such, the associate justice present within the state and not incapacitated who shall have 
served the longest time, or when there are two or more associate justices of equal terms 
of service, then the associate justice, whom the chief justice shall designate as senior 
associate justice as such, shall have and exercise all the powers, duties, and functions 
of the chief justice during the absence or incapacity and shall be, during such absence 
or incapacity, the presiding justice of the court. 

Subd. 2. Travel expenses. Travel expenses shall be paid by the state in the same 
manner and amount as provided forjudges of the district court in section 484.54. 

History: 1989 c 335 art 1 s 252 

480.058 RIGHT RESERVED. 
Subdivision 1. By legislature. Sections 480.051 to 480.058 shall not abridge the 

right of the legislature to enact, modify, or repeal any statute or modify or repeal any 
rule of the supreme court adopted pursuant thereto. 

Subd. 2. Appellate fees and forfeits. Appellate court fees collected under Minneso­
ta Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure Numbers 103, 115, 120, 121, or other law or rule 
and bond amounts or security deposits forfeit under Minnesota Rules of Civil Appel­
late Procedure Numbers 107 and 108 must be transmitted to the state treasurer for 
deposit in the state treasury and credit to the general fund. 

History: 1989 c 335 art 3 s 13 
NOTE: This section, as amended by Laws 1989, chapter 335, article 3, section 13, is effective July 1, 1990, in all 

judicial districts except the eighth. See Laws 1989, chapter 335, article 3, section 58, subdivision 2. 

480.09 STATE LIBRARY. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1988] 

Subd. 5. All moneys collected shall be paid into the state treasury and are credited 
to the general fund. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 335 art 4 s 97 

480.181 TRANSFER OF EMPLOYEES TO JUDICIAL BRANCH. 
Subdivision 1. State employees; compensation. District court referees, judicial 

officers, court reporters, law clerks, and district administration staff, other than district 
administration staff in the second and fourth judicial districts, are state employees and 
are governed by the judicial branch personnel rules adopted by the supreme court. The 
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supreme court, in consultation with the conference of chief judges, shall establish the 
salary range of these employees under the judicial branch personnel rules. In establish­
ing the salary ranges, the supreme court shall consider differences in the cost of living 
in different areas of the state. 

Subd. 2. Election to retain insurance and benefits; retirement, (a) Before a person 
is transferred to state employment under this section, the person may elect to do either 
or both of the following: 

(1) keep life insurance; hospital, medical, and dental insurance; and vacation and 
sick leave benefits and accumulated time provided by the county instead of receiving 
benefits from the state under the judicial branch personnel rules; or 

(2) remain a member of the public employees retirement association or the Minne­
apolis employees retirement fund instead of joining the Minnesota state retirement 
system. 

Employees who make an election under clause (1) remain on the county payroll, 
but the state shall reimburse the county on a quarterly basis for the salary and cost of 
the benefits provided by the county. The state shall make the employer contribution 
to the public employees retirement association or the employer contribution under 
section 422A.101, subdivision la, to the Minneapolis employees retirement fund on 
behalf of employees who make an election under clause (2). 

(b) An employee who makes an election under paragraph (a), clause (1), may 
revoke the election, once, at any time, but if the employee revokes the election, the 
employee cannot make another election. An employee who makes an election under 
paragraph (a), clause (2), may revoke the election at any time within six months after 
the person becomes a state employee. Once an employee revokes this election, the 
employee cannot make another election. 

(c) The supreme court, after consultation with the conference of chief judges, the 
commissioner of employee relations, and the executive directors of the public employ­
ees retirement association and the Minnesota state retirement association, shall adopt 
procedures for making elections under this section. 

(d) The supreme court shall notify all affected employees of the options available 
under this section. The executive directors of the public employees retirement associa­
tion and the Minnesota state retirement system shall provide counseling to affected 
employees on the effect of making an election to remain a member of the public 
employees retirement association. 

Subd. 3. Accumulated benefits. A person who begins to receive benefits from the 
state under the judicial branch personnel rules under this section must receive credit 
for accumulated vacation and sick leave time, as certified by the county auditor and 
district administrator. 

Subd. 4. Date of employment. A person who becomes a state employee under this 
section is considered to have begun employment with the state on the date the person 
became a county or judicial district employee to determine eligibility for benefits. 

History: 1989 c 335 art 3 s 14 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1989, chapter 335, article 3, section 14, is effective January 1, 1992, in all 

judicial districts except the 8th, except that it is effective to make affected district administration staff, other than district 
administration staff in the second and fourth judicial districts, state employees on July 1, 1990, and law clerks state 
employees October 1, 1990. See Laws 1989, chapter 335, article 3, section 58, subdivision 1. 

480.235 TRIAL COURT INFORMATION SYSTEM. 
The cost of operating the trial court information system in a judicial district must 

be paid by the state. 

History: 1989 c 335 art 3 s 15 
NOTE: This section, as amended by Laws 1989, chapter 335, article 3, section 15, is effective July 1, 1990, in all 

judicial districts except the eighth. See Laws 1989, chapter 335, article 3, section 58, subdivision 2. 
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3 SUPREME COURT 480.242 

480.241 FILING FEE SURCHARGE IN CIVIL ACTIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Amount of surcharge; collection by court administrators. A plaintiff, 

petitioner; defendant, respondent, intervenor or moving party in any trial court civil 
action or civil proceeding in which an initial filing fee is payable by that party, except 
a marriage dissolution or conciliation court action, shall pay to the court administrator 
a surcharge of $25 in addition to the initial filing fee otherwise prescribed. A plaintiff, 
defendant, or moving party in any conciliation court action in which an initial filing 
fee is payable shall pay to the court administrator of conciliation court a surcharge of 
$3 in addition to the initial filing fee otherwise prescribed. Notwithstanding any other 
law or rule to the contrary, no surcharge shall be paid by any governmental unit of the 
state of Minnesota, any local unit of government, or agency thereof. 

Subd. 2. Transmittal of surcharge to state treasurer. Notwithstanding any other 
law or rule to the contrary, all surcharges collected pursuant to subdivision 1 shall be 
transmitted monthly by the court administrators to the state treasurer for deposit in 
the state treasury and credit to the general fund. 

History: 1989 c 335 art 1 s 253,254 

480.242 DISTRIBUTION OF CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUNDS TO QUALI­
FIED LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAMS. 

Subdivision 1. Advisory committee. The supreme court shall establish an advisory 
committee to assist it in performing its responsibilities under sections 480.24 to 
480.244. The advisory committee shall consist of 11 members appointed by the 
supreme court including seven attorneys-at-law who are well acquainted with the 
provision of legal services in civil matters, two public members who are not attorneys 
and two persons who would qualify as eligible clients. Four of the attorney-at-law 
members shall be nominated by the state bar association in the manner determined by 
it, and three of the attorney-at-law members shall be nominated by the programs in 
Minnesota providing legal services in civil matters on July 1, 1982, with funds provided 
by the federal Legal Services Corporation in the manner determined by them. In 
making the appointments of the attorney-at-law members, the supreme court shall not 
be bound by the nominations prescribed by this section. In making appointments to 
the advisory committee, the supreme court shall ensure that urban and rural areas of 
the state are represented. The supreme court shall adopt by rule policies and proce­
dures for the operation of the advisory committee including, but not limited to, policies 
and procedures governing membership terms, removal of members, and the filling of 
membership vacancies. 

Subd. 2. Review of applications; selection of recipients. At times and in accordance 
with any procedures as the supreme court adopts in the form of court rules, applications 
for the expenditure of civil legal services funds shall be accepted from qualified legal 
services programs or from local government agencies and nonprofit organizations 
seeking to establish qualified alternative dispute resolution programs. The applications 
shall be reviewed by the advisory committee, and the advisory committee, subject to 
review by the supreme court, shall distribute the funds received pursuant to section 
480.241, subdivision 2, to qualified legal services programs or to qualified alternative 
dispute resolution programs submitting applications. Subject to the provisions of 
subdivision 4, the funds shall be distributed in accordance with the following formula: 

(a) Eighty-five percent of the funds distributed shall be distributed to qualified 
legal services programs that have demonstrated an ability as of July 1, 1982, to provide 
legal services to persons unable to afford private counsel with funds provided by the 
federal Legal Services Corporation. The allocation of funds among the programs 
selected shall be based upon the number of persons with incomes below the poverty 
level established by the United States Census Bureau who reside in the geographical 
area served by each program, as determined by the supreme court on the basis of the 
1980 national census. All funds distributed pursuant to this clause shall be used for 
the provision of legal services in civil matters to eligible clients. 

(b) Fifteen percent of the funds distributed may be distributed (1) to other qualified 
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legal services programs for the provision of legal services in civil matters to eligible 
clients, including programs which organize members of the private bar to perform 
services and programs for qualified alternative dispute resolution, or (2) to programs 
for training mediators operated by nonprofit alternative dispute resolution corpora­
tions. Grants may be made pursuant to this clause only until June 30, 1987. If all the 
funds to be distributed pursuant to this clause cannot be distributed because of 
insufficient acceptable applications, the remaining funds shall be distributed pursuant 
to clause (a). 

Subd. 3. Timing of distribution of funds. The funds to be distributed to recipients 
selected in accordance with the provisions of subdivision 2 shall be distributed by the 
supreme court no less than twice per calendar year. 

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1989 c 335 art 1 s 270] 
History: 1989 c 335 art 1 s 255 
NOTE: Subdivision 4 was also amended by Laws 1989, chapter 335, article I, section 253, to read as follows: 

"Subd. 4. Administration. The supreme court may retain up to five percent of the money appropriated for civil legal 
services to defray the costs incurred in executing its responsibilities and the responsibilities of the advisory committee under 
sections 480.24 to 480.244." 

480.245 [Repealed, 1989 c 335 art 1 s 270] 

480.256 ANNUAL REPORT. 
A legal assistance provider shall submit a report to the supreme court and the 

senate and house committees having jurisdiction over agriculture matters by January 
15 after each year of funding. The report must describe the activities and expenses 
under the contract during the previous calendar year and a summary of additional legal 
representation needed by distressed family farmers. 

History: 1989 c 19 s 4 
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