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463.15 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 19881 

Subd. 3. Hazardous building or hazardous property. "Hazardous building or 
hazardous property" means any building or property, which because of inadequate 
maintenance, dilapidation, physical damage, unsanitary condition, or abandonment, 
constitutes a fire hazard or a hazard to public safety or health. 

Subd. 4. Owner, owner of record, and lien holder of record. "Owner," "owner of 
record," and "lien holder of record means a person having a right or interest in 
property described in subdivision 3 and evidence of which is filed and recorded in the 
office of the county recorder or registrar of titles in the county in which the property 
is situated. 

History: 1989 c 328 art 6 s 5,6 

463.16 REPAIR OR REMOVAL OF HAZARDOUS BUILDING, HAZARDOUS 
PROPERTY CONDITIONS. 

The governing body of any city or town may order the owner of any hazardous 
building or property within the municipality to correct or remove the hazardous 
condition of the building or property or to raze or remove the building. 

History: 1989 c 328 art 6 s 7 

463.161 ABATEMENT. 
In the manner prescribed in section 463.21 the governing body of any city or town 

may correct or remove the hazardous condition of any hazardous building or property; 
the cost of which shall be charged against the real estate as provided in section 463.21 
except the governing body may provide that the cost so assessed may be paid in not 
to exceed five equal annual installments with interest therein, at eight percent per 
annum. 

History: 1989 c 328 art 6 s 8 

463.17 THE ORDER. 
Subdivision 1 .  Contents. The order shall be in writing; recite the grounds therefor; 

specify the necessary repairs, if any, and provide a reasonable time for compliance; and 
shall state that a motion for summary enforcement of the order will be made to the 
district court of the county in which the hazardous building or property is situated 
unless corrective action is taken, or unless an answer is filed within the time specified 
in section 463.18. 

Subd. 2. Service. The order shall be served upon the owner of record, or the 
owner's agent if an agent is in charge of the building or property, and upon the 
occupying tenant, if there is one, and upon all lien holders of record, in the manner 
provided for service of a summons in a civil action. If the owner cannot be found, the 
order shall be served upon the owner by posting it at the main entrance to the building 
or, if there is no building, in a conspicuous place on the property, and by four weeks' 

                                         
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1989 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1989 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



463.17 BUILDING LINE EASEMENTS; BUILDING REGULATIONS; AND HAZARDOUS BUILDINGS102 

publication in the official newspaper of the municipality if it has one, otherwise in a 
legal newspaper in the county. 

Subd. 3. Filing. A copy of the order with proof of service shall be filed with the 
court administrator of district court of the county in which the hazardous building or 
property is located not less than five days prior to the filing of a motion pursuant to 
section 463.19 to enforce the order. At the time of filing such order the municipality 
shall file for record with the county recorder or registrar of titles a notice of the 
pendency of the proceeding, describing with reasonable certainty the lands affected and 
the nature of the order. If the proceeding be abandoned the municipality shall within 
ten days thereafter file with the county recorder a notice to that effect. 

History: 1989 c 328 art 6 s 9 

463.20 CONTESTED CASES. 
If an answer is filed and served as provided in section 463.18, further proceedings 

in the action shall be governed by the Rules of Civil Procedure for the District Courts, 
except that the action has priority over all pending civil actions and shall be tried 
forthwith. If the order is sustained following the trial, the court shall enter judgment 
and shall fix a time after which the building must be destroyed or repaired or the 
hazardous condition removed or corrected, as the case may be, in compliance with the 
order as originally filed or modified by the court. If the order is not sustained, it shall 
be annulled and set aside. The court administrator of the court shall cause a copy of 
the judgment to be mailed forthwith to the persons upon whom the original order was 
served. 

History: 1989 c 328 art 6 s I0 

463.21 ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENT. 
If a judgment is not complied with in the time prescribed, the governing body may 

cause the building to be repaired, razed, or removed or the hazardous condition to be 
removed or corrected as set forth in the judgment, or acquire the building, if any, and 
real estate on which the building or hazardous condition is located by eminent domain 
as provided in section 463.152. The cost of the repairs, razing, correction, or removal 
may be: a lien against the real estate on which the building is located or the hazardous 
condition exists, or recovered by obtaining a judgment against the owner of the real 
estate on which the building is located or the hazardous condition exists. A lien may 
be levied and collected only as a special assessment in the manner provided by 
Minnesota Statutes 196 1, sections 429.06 1 to 429.08 1, but the assessment is payable 
in a single installment. When the building is razed or removed by the municipality, the 
governing body may sell the salvage and valuable materials at public auction upon three 
days' posted notice. 

History: 1989 c 328 art 3 s 3 

463.22 STATEMENT OF MONEYS RECEIVED. 
The municipality shall keep an accurate account of the expenses incurred in 

carrying out the order and of all other expenses theretofore incurred in connection with 
its enforcement, including specifically, but not exclusively, filing fees, service fees, 
publication fees, attorney's fees, appraisers' fees, witness fees, including expert witness 
fees, and traveling expenses incurred by the municipality from the time the order was 
originally made, and shall credit thereon the amount, if any, received from the sale of 
the salvage, or building or structure, and shall report its action under the order, with 
a statement of moneys received and expenses incurred to the court for approval and 
allowance. Thereupon the court shall examine, correct, if necessary, and allow the 
expense account, and, if the amount received from the sale of the salvage, or of the 
building or structure, does not equal or exceed the amount of expenses as allowed, the 
court shall by its judgment certify the deficiency in the amount so allowed to the 
municipal clerk for collection. The owner or other party in interest shall pay the same, 
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without penalty added thereon, and in default of payment by October 1, the clerk shall 
certify the amount of the expense to the county auditor for entry on the tax lists of the 
county as a special charge against the real estate on which the building or hazardous 
condition is or was situated and the same shall be collected in the same manner as other 
taxes and the amount so collected shall be paid into the municipal treasury. If the 
amount received for the sale of the salvage or of the building or structure exceeds the 
expense incurred by the municipality as allowed by the court, and if there are no 
delinquent taxes, the court shall direct the payment of the surplus to the owner or the 
payment of the same into court, as provided in sections 463.15 to 463.26. If there are 
delinquent taxes against the property, the court shall direct the payment of the surplus 
to the county treasurer to be applied on such taxes. 

History: 1989 c 328 art 6 s 11 
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