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299A.12 WHEELCHAIR SECUREMENT DEVICES.

Subdivision 1. Any vehicle used by an operator to provide transportation service
shall be equipped with wheelchair securement devices which are approved by the
commissioner of public safety as meeting the specifications of subdivisions 1 and 2.
A wheelchair securement device shall prevent any forward, backward, or lateral move-
ment of an occupied wheelchair when the device is engaged and the vehicle is in
motion, accelerating or braking, and shall attach to the frame of the wheelchair without
damaging it. Wheelchair securement devices installed in any vehicle shall be main-
tained in working order.

Subd. 2. The strength requirements for securing the part of a wheelchair that is
forward in the vehicle shall be one-half of those required for the rear. Where the
wheelchair securement device and the seat belt are combined in a common system,
those parts which provide the combined restraining force shall have a combined
strength of both according to the strength requirements of each as adopted by the
commissioner of public safety.

Subd. 3. A vehicle used to provide transportation service shall carry only as many
persons seated in wheelchairs as the number of securement devices approved by the
commissioner of public safety as meeting the specifications of subdivisions 1 and 2 with
which the vehicle is equipped, and each occupied wheelchair shall be secured by such
a securement device before the vehicle is set in motion.

History: 1989 c 204 s 5

299A.13 ADDITIONAL SAFETY REQUIREMENTS.

Subdivision 1. Any vehicle used to provide transportation service shall be equipped
with seat belts which are approved by the commissioner of public safety. The seat belts
required by this subdivision shall be adequate to secure the occupant of a wheelchair
who is being transported by the vehicle. These seat belts shall be used only to secure
the person and shall not be used to secure the wheelchair unless the wheelchair
securement force is not cumulative to the seat belt. The seat belts shall meet all other
applicable state and federal requirements for safety.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 c 204 s 6

299A.23 DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS FOR CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 2. Advisory council. An advisory council of 18 members is established under
section 15.059. The commissioners of human services, health, education, and correc-
tions shall each appoint on¢ member. The subcommittee on committees of the senate
and the speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint two members of their
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respective bodies, one from each caucus. The governor shall appoint an additional ten
members who shall demonstrate knowledge in the area of child abuse and shall
represent the demographic and geographic composition of the state, and to the extent
possible, represent the following groups: local government, parents, racial and ethnic
minority communities, the religious community, professional providers of child abuse
prevention and treatment services, and volunteers in child abuse prevention and
treatment services. The council shall advise and assist the commissioner in carrying
out sections 299A.20 to 299A.26. The council does not expire as provided by section
15.059, subdivision 5.

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 1195 1

299A.29 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Applicability. For purposes of sections 299A.29 to 299A.37, the
following terms have the meanings given them in this section.

Subd. 2. Demand reduction. “Demand reduction” means an activity carried on by
a drug program agency that is designed to reduce demands for drugs, including
education, prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation programs.

Subd. 3. Drug. “Drug” means a controlled substance as defined in section 152.01,
subdivision 4.

Subd. 4. Drug program agency. “Drug program agency” means an agency of the
state, a political subdivision of the state, or the United States government that is
involved in demand reduction or supply reduction.

Subd. 5. Supply reduction. “Supply reduction” means an activity carried on by a
drug program agency that is designed to reduce the supply or use of drugs, including
law enforcement, eradication, and prosecutorial activities.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 95 1; 1989 ¢ 356 s 56

299A.30 OFFICE OF DRUG POLICY.

Subdivision 1. Office; assistant commissioner. The office of drug policy is an office
in the department of public safety headed by an assistant commissioner appointed by
the commissioner to serve in the unclassified service. The assistant commissioner may
appoint other employees in the unclassified service. The assistant commissioner shall
coordinate the activities of drug program agencies and serve as staff to the drug abuse
prevention resource council.

Subd. 2. Duties. (a) The assistant commissioner shall gather and make available
information on demand reduction and supply reduction throughout the state, foster
cooperation among drug program agencies, and assist agencies and public officials in
training and other programs designed to improve the effectiveness of demand reduction
and supply reduction.

(b) The assistant commissioner shall coordinate the distribution of funds received
by the state of Minnesota through the federal Anti-Drug Abuse Act. The assistant
commissioner may obtain technical assistance from the state planning agency to
perform this function. The assistant commissioner shall recommend to the commis-
sioner recipients of grants under sections 299A.33 and 299A.34, after consultation with
the drug abuse prevention resource council.

(c) The assistant commissioner shall:

(1) after consultation with all drug program agencies operating in the state, devel-
op a state drug strategy encompassing the efforts of those agencies and taking into
account all money available for demand reduction and supply reduction, from any
source;

(2) submit the strategy to the governor and the legislature by January 15 of each
year, along with a summary of demand reduction and supply reduction during the
preceding calendar year;
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(3) assist appropriate professional and occupational organizations, including orga-
nizations of law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and educators, in developing and
operating informational and training programs to improve the effectiveness of demand
reduction and supply reduction; and

(4) provide information and assistance to drug program agencies, both directly
and by functioning as a clearinghouse for information from other drug program
agencies.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 95 2

299A.31 DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION RESOURCE COUNCIL; ESTABLISH-
MENT; MEMBERSHIP.

Subdivision 1. Establishment; membership. A drug abuse prevention resource
council consisting of 18 members is established. The commissioners of public safety,
education, health, human services, and the state planning agency, and the attorney
general shall each appoint one member from among their employees. The speaker of
the house of representatives and the subcommittee on committees of the senate shall
each appoint a legislative member. The governor shall appoint an additional ten
members who shall demonstrate knowledge in the area of drug abuse prevention, shall
represent the demographic and geographic composition of the state and, to the extent
possible, shall represent the following groups: parents, educators, clergy, local govern-
ment, racial and ethnic minority communities, professional providers of drug abuse
prevention services, volunteers in private, nonprofit drug prevention programs, and the
business community. The members shall designate one of the governor’s appointees
as chair of the council. Compensation and removal of members are governed by
section 15.059.

Subd. 2. Acceptance of funds and donations. The council may accept federal
money, gifts, donations, and bequests for the purpose of performing the duties set forth
in this section and section 299A.32. The council shall use its best efforts to solicit funds
from private individuals and organizations to match state appropriations.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 95 3

299A.32 RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COUNCIL.

Subdivision 1. Purpose of the council. The general purpose of the council is to
foster the coordination and development of a statewide drug abuse prevention policy.

Subd. 2. Specific duties and responsibilities. In furtherance of the general purpose
specified in subdivision 1, the council has the following duties and responsibilities:

(1) it shall develop a coordinated, statewide drug abuse prevention policy;

(2) it shall develop a mission statement that defines the roles and relationships of
agencies operating within the continuum of chemical health care;

(3) it shall develop guidelines for drug abuse prevention program development
and operation based on its research and program evaluation activities;

(4) it shall assist local governments and groups in planning, organizing, and
establishing comprehensive, community-based drug abuse prevention programs and
services;

(5) it shall coordinate and provide technical assistance to organizations and indi-
viduals seeking public or private funding for drug abuse prevention programs, and to
government and private agencies seeking to grant funds for these purposes;

(6) it shall assist providers of drug abuse prevention services in implementing,
monitoring, and evaluating new and existing programs and services;

(7) it shall provide information on and analysis of the relative public and private
costs of drug abuse prevention, enforcement, intervention, and treatment efforts; and

(8) it shall advise the assistant commissioner of the office of drug policy in
awarding grants and in other duties.

Subd. 3. Annual report. On or before February 1, 1991, and each year thereafter,
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the council shall submit a written report to the legislature describing its activities during
the preceding year, describing efforts that have been made to enhance and improve
utilization of existing resources and to identify deficits in prevention efforts, and
recommending appropriate changes, including any legislative changes that it considers
necessary or advisable in the area of drug abuse prevention policy, programs, or
services.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 9s 4

299A.33 DRUG ABUSE RESISTANCE EDUCATION PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Program. The drug abuse resistance education program assists law
enforcement agencies or school districts by providing grants to enable peace officers to
undergo the training described in subdivision 3. Grants may be used to cover the cost
of the training as well as reimbursement for actual, reasonable travel and living
expenses incurred in connection with the training. The commissioner shall administer
the program, shall promote it throughout the state, and is authorized to receive money
from public and private sources for use in carrying it out. For purposes of this section,
“law enforcement agency” means a police department or sheriff’s office. :

Subd. 2. Grants. A law enforcement agency or a school district may apply to the
commissioner for a grant under subdivision 1.

Subd. 3. Training program. The bureau of criminal apprehension shall develop a
program to train peace officers to teach a curriculum on drug abuse resistance in
schools. The training program must be approved by the commissioner.

Subd. 4. Availability of peace officer training. The training described in subdivi-
sion 3 is available on a voluntary basis to local law enforcement agencies and school
districts.

Subd. 5. Coordination of activities. If the commissioner receives grant requests
from more than one applicant for programs to be conducted in a single school district,
the commissioner shall require the applicants to submit a plan for coordination of their
training and programs.

Subd. 6. Reports. The commissioner may require grant recipients to account to
the director at reasonable time intervals regarding the use of the grants and the training
and programs provided.

History: 1989 c 290 art 9s 5

299A.34 LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COMMUNITY GRANTS.

Subdivision 1. Grant programs. (a) The commissioner shall develop grant pro-
grams to:

(1) assist law enforcement agencies in purchasing equipment, provide undercover
buy money, and pay other nonpersonnel costs; and

(2) assist community and neighborhood organizations in efforts to prevent or
reduce criminal activities in their areas, particularly activities involving youth and the
use and sale of drugs.

(b) The commissioner shall by rule prescribe criteria for eligibility and the award
of grants and reporting requirements for recipients.

Subd. 2. Selection and monitering. The drug abuse prevention resource council
shall assist in the selection and monitoring of grant recipients.

History: 1989 c 290 art 9s 6

299A.35 COMMUNITY CRIME REDUCTION PROGRAMS; GRANTS.

Subdivision 1. Programs. The commissioner shall, in consultation with the drug
abuse prevention resource council, administer a grant program to fund community-
based programs that are designed to enhance the community’s sense of personal
security and to assist the community in its crime control efforts. Examples of qualifying
programs include, but are not limited to, the following:
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(1) programs to provide security systems for residential buildings serving low-
income persons, elderly persons, and persons who have physical or mental disabilities;

(2) community-based programs designed to discourage young people from involve-
ment in unlawful drug or street gang activities;

(3) neighborhood block clubs and innovative community-based crime watch pro-
grams; and

(4) other community-based crime prevention programs that are innovative and
encourage substantial involvement by members of the community served by the
program.

Subd. 2. Grant procedure. A local unit of government may apply for a grant by
submitting an application with the commissioner. The applicant shall specify the
following in its application:

(1) a description of each program for which funding is sought;

(2) the amount of funding to be provided to the program;

(3) the geographical area to be served by the program; and

(4) statistical information as to the number of arrests in the geographical area for
violent crimes and for crimes involving schedule I and II controlled substances.
“Violent crime” includes a violation of or an attempt or conspiracy to violate any of
the following laws: sections 609.185; 609.19; 609.195; 609.20; 609.205; 609.21;
609.221; 609.222; 609.223; 609.228; 609.235; 609.24; 609.245; 609.25; 609.255; 609.2661;
609.2662; 609.2663; 609.2664; 609.2665; 609.267; 609.2671; 609.268; 609.342; 609.343;
609.344; 609.345; 609.498, subdivision 1; 609.561; 609.562; 609.582, subdivision 1;
609.687; and any provision of chapter 152 that is punishable by a maximum term of
imprisonment greater than ten years.

The commissioner shall give priority to funding programs in the geographical areas
that have the highest crime rates, as measured by the data supplied under clause (4),
and that demonstrate substantial involvement by members of the community served
by the program. The maximum amount that may be awarded to an applicant is
$25,000.

Subd. 3. Report. An applicant that receives a grant under this section shall provide
the commissioner with a summary of how the grant funds were spent and the extent
to which the objectives of the program were achieved. The commissioner shall submit
a written report with the legislature based on the information provided by applicants
under this subdivision.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 9s 7

299A.36 OTHER DUTIES.

The assistant commissioner assigned to the office of drug policy, in consultation
with the drug abuse prevention resource council, shall:

(1) provide information and assistance upon request to school preassessment
teams established under section 126.034 and school and community advisory teams
established under section 126.035;

(2) provide information and assistance upon request to the state board of pharma-
cy with respect to the board’s enforcement of chapter 152;

(3) cooperate with and provide information and assistance upon request to the
alcohol and other drug abuse section in the department of human services;

(4) assist in coordinating the policy of the office with that of the narcotic enforce-
ment unit in the bureau of criminal apprehension; and

(5) coordinate the activities of the regional drug task forces, provide assistance and
information to them upon request, and assist in the formation of task forces in areas
of the state in which no task force operates.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 95 8; 1989 ¢ 356 s 57
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299A.37 COOPERATION OF OTHER AGENCIES.

State agencies, and agencies and governing bodies of political subdivisions, shall
cooperate with the assistant commissioner assigned to the office of drug policy and shall
provide any public information requested by the assistant commissioner assigned to
the office of drug policy.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 95 9

299A.38 SOFT BODY ARMOR REIMBURSEMENT.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of public safety.

(b) “Peace officer” means a person who is licensed under section 626.84, subdivi--
sion 1, paragraph (c).

(c) “Vest” means bullet-resistant soft body armor that is flexible, concealable, and
custom fitted to the peace officer to provide ballistic and trauma protection.

Subd. 2. State and local reimbursement. Peace officers and heads of local law
enforcement agencies who buy vests for the use of peace officer employees may apply
to the commissioner for reimbursement of funds spent to buy vests. On approving an
application for reimbursement, the commissioner shall pay the applicant an amount
equal to the lesser of one-third of the vest’s purchase price or $165. The political
subdivision that employs the peace officer shall pay at least the lesser of one-third of
the vest’s purchase price or $165.

Subd. 3. Eligibility requirements. (a) Only vests that either meet or exceed the
requirements of standard 0101.01 of the National Institute of Justice in effect on
December 30, 1986, or that meet or exceed the requirements of that standard, except
wet armor conditioning, are eligible for reimbursement.

(b) Eligibility for reimbursement is limited to vests bought after December 31,
1986, by or for peace officers (1) who did not own a vest meeting the requirements of
paragraph (a) before the purchase, or (2) who owned a vest that was at least six years
old.

Subd. 4. Rules. The commissioner may adopt rules under chapter 14 to adminis-
ter this section.

Subd 5. Limitation of liability. A state agency, political subdivision of the state,
or state or local government employee that provides reimbursement for purchase of a
vest under this section is not liable to a peace officer or the peace officer’s heirs for
negligence in the death of or injury to the peace officer because the vest was defective
or deficient.

Subd. 6. Right to benefits unaffected. A peace officer who is reimbursed for the
purchase of a vest under this section and who suffers injury or death because the officer
failed to wear the vest, or because the officer wore a vest that was defective or deficient,
may not lose or be denied a benefit or right, including a benefit under section 176B.04,
to which the officer, or the officer’s heirs, is otherwise entitled.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 95 10

299A.40 MULTIDISCIPLINARY CHEMICAL ABUSE PREVENTION TEAM.

Subdivision 1. Establishment of team. A county, a multicounty organization of
counties formed by an agreement under section 471.59, or a city with a population of
no more than 50,000, may establish a multidisciplinary chemical abuse prevention
team. The chemical abuse prevention team may include, but not be limited to,
representatives of health, mental health, public health, law enforcement, educational,
social service, court service, community education, religious, and other appropriate
agencies, and parent and youth groups. For purposes of this section, “chemical abuse”
has the meaning given in Minnesota Rules, part 9530.6605, subpart 6. When possible
the team must coordinate its activities with existing local groups, organizations, and
teams dealing with the same issues the team is addressing.
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Subd. 2. Duties of team. (a) A multidisciplinary chemical abuse prevention team
shall:

(1) assist in coordinating chemical abuse prevention and treatment services pro-
vided by various groups, organizations, and agencies in the community;

(2) disseminate information on the chemical abuse prevention and treatment
services that are available within the community in which the team is established;

(3) develop and conduct educational programs on chemical abuse prevention for
adults and youth within the community in which the team is established;

(4) conduct activities to address other high-risk behaviors related to chemical
abuse, including, but not limited to, suicide, delinquency, and family violence; and

(5) conduct other appropriate chemical abuse prevention activities.

(b) The team, in carrying out its duties under this subdivision, must focus on
chemical abuse issues and needs unique to the community in which the team is
established. In defining the needs and goals of the team, the team shall consult with
the governmental body of the city or county in which the team is established. When
a team is established in a multicounty area, the team shall consult with representatives
of the county boards of each county.

(c) The team, in carrying out its duties, shall comply with the government data
practices act in chapter 13, and requirements for confidentiality of records under Code
of Federal Regulations, title 42, sections 2.1 to 2.67, as amended through December
31, 1988, and section 254A.09.

Subd. 3. Grants for demonstration program. The assistant commissioner of the
office of drug policy may award a grant to a county, multicounty organization, or city,
as described in subdivision 1, for establishing and operating a multidisciplinary chemi-
cal abuse prevention team. The assistant commissioner may approve up to five
applications for grants under this subdivision. The grant funds must be used to
establish a multidisciplinary chemical abuse prevention team to carry out the duties
in subdivision 2.

Subd. 4. Assistant commissioner; administration of grants. The assistant commis-
sioner shall develop a process for administering grants under subdivision 3. The
process must be compatible with the community grant program administered by the
state planning agency under the Drug Free Schools and Communities Act, Public Law
Number 100-690. The process for administering the grants must include establishing
criteria the assistant commissioner shall apply in awarding grants. The assistant
commissioner shall issue requests for proposals for grants under subdivision 3. The
request must be designed to obtain detailed information about the applicant and other
information the assistant commissioner considers necessary to evaluate and select a
grant recipient. The applicant shall submit a proposal for a grant on a form and in a
manner prescribed by the assistant commissioner. The assistant commissioner shall
award grants under this section so that 50 percent of the funds appropriated for the
grants go to the metropolitan area comprised of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin,
Ramsey, Scott, and Washington counties, and 50 percent of the funds go to the area
outside the metropolitan area. The process for administering the grants must also
include procedures for monitoring the recipients’ use of grant funds and reporting
requirements for grant recipients.

History: 1989 c 290 art 125 1
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