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CHAPTER 279 

DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES 

279.01 Due date; penalties, interest. 279.37 Confession of judgment for delinquent 
taxes. 

279.01 DUE DATE; PENALTIES, INTEREST. 
Subdivision 1. Except as provided in subdivision 3, on May 16, of each year, with 

respect to property actually occupied and used as a homestead by the owner of the 
property, a penalty of three percent shall accrue and thereafter be charged upon all 
unpaid taxes on real estate on the current lists in the hands of the county treasurer, and 
a penalty of seven percent on nonhomestead property, except that this penalty shall not 
accrue until June 1 of each year on commercial use real property used for seasonal 
residential recreational purposes and classified as class lc or 4c, and on other commer­
cial use real property classified as class 3a, provided that over 60 percent of the gross 
income earned by the enterprise on the class 3a property is earned during the months 
of May, June, July, and August. Any property owner of such class 3a property who pays 
the first half of the tax due on the property after May 15 and before June 1 shall attach 
an affidavit to the payment attesting to compliance with the income provision of this 
subdivision. Thereafter, for both homestead and nonhomestead property, on the first 
day of each month, up to and including October 1 following, an additional penalty of 
one percent for each month shall accrue and be charged on all such unpaid taxes. When 
the taxes against any tract or lot exceed $50, one-half thereof may be paid prior to May 
16; and, if so paid, no penalty shall attach; the remaining one-half shall be paid at any 
time prior to October 16 following, without penalty; but, if not so paid, then a penalty 
of four percent shall accrue thereon for homestead property and a penalty of four 
percent on nonhomestead property. Thereafter, for homestead property, on the first 
day of November and December following, an additional penalty of two percent for 
each month shall accrue and be charged on all such unpaid taxes. Thereafter, for 
nonhomestead property, on the first day of November and December following, an 
additional penalty of four percent for each month shall accrue and be charged on all 
such unpaid taxes. If one-half of such taxes shall not be paid prior to May 16, the same 
may be paid at any time prior to October 16, with accrued penalties to the date of 
payment added, and thereupon no penalty shall attach to the remaining one-half until 
October 16 following. 

A county may provide by resolution that in the case of a property owner that has 
multiple tracts or parcels with aggregate taxes exceeding $50, payments may be made 
in installments as provided in this subdivision. 

The county treasurer may accept payments of more or less than the exact amount 
of a tax installment due. If the accepted payment is less than the amount due, payments 
must be applied first to the penalty accrued for the year the payment is made. Accept­
ance of partial payment of tax does not constitute a waiver of the minimum payment 
required as a condition for filing an appeal under section 278.03 or any other law, nor 
does it affect the order of payment of delinquent taxes under section 280.39. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1988] 

Subd. 3. In the case of class lb agricultural homestead, class 2a agricultural 
homestead property, and class 2b(2) agricultural nonhomestead property, no penalties 
shall attach to the second one-half property tax payment as provided in this section if 
paid by November 15. Thereafter for class lb agricultural homestead and class 2a 
homestead property, on November 16 following, a penalty of six percent shall accrue 
and be charged on all such unpaid taxes and on December 1 following, an additional 
two percent shall be charged on all such unpaid taxes. Thereafter for class 2b(2) 
agricultural nonhomestead property, on November 16 following, a penalty of eight 
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percent shall accrue and be charged on all such unpaid taxes and on December 1 
following, an additional four percent shall be charged on all such unpaid taxes. 

If the owner of class lb agricultural homestead, class 2a, or class 2b(2) agricultural 
property receives a consolidated property tax statement that shows only an aggregate 
of the taxes and special assessments due on that property and on other property not 
classified as class lb agricultural homestead, class 2a, or class 2b(2) agricultural proper­
ty, the aggregate tax and special assessments shown due on the property by the 
consolidated statement will be due on November 15 provided that at least 50 percent 
of the property's market value is classified class lb agricultural, class 2a, or class 2b(2) 
agricultural. 

History: 1989 c 277 art 2 s 43,44 

279.37 CONFESSION OF JUDGMENT FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 6, see M.S. 1988] 

Subd. 7. The county auditor's statement and county treasurer's receipt issued for 
payment of a deferred installment, as herein provided for, shall not read for any specific 
year's taxes, but shall read for partial or full release of judgment, as the case may be, 
and shall show the year that such judgment was entered. In distributing the taxes 
collected in this manner, the county auditor shall apply the same in the inverse order 
to that in which such taxes were levied. All penalties and interest collected under the 
provisions of this section shall be apportioned by the county auditor in accordance with 
section 276.131. A duplicate treasurer's receipt for payment of a deferred installment, 
as hereinafter provided, shall be delivered to the court administrator of the district 
court, and the court administrator of the district court shall credit the amount so paid 
upon the judgment entered. 

[For text ofsubds 8 to 10, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 277 art 2 s 45 
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