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CHAPTER 253B
MINNESOTA COMMITMENT ACT OF 1982

253B.02 Definitions. 253B.03  Rights of paticnts.

253B.02 DEFINITIONS.,
[For text of subds 1 and la, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 2. Chemically dependent person. “Chemically dependent person” means
any person (a) determined as being incapable of self-management or management of
personal affairs by reason of the habitual and excessive use of alcohol or drugs; and (b)
whose recent conduct as a result of habitual and excessive use of alcohol or drugs poses
a substantial likelihood of physical harm to self or others as demonstrated by (i) a recent
attempt or threat to physically harm self or others, (ii) evidence of recent serious
physical problems, or (iii) a failure to obtain necessary food, clothing, shelter, or
medical care. “Chemically dependent person™ also means a pregnant woman who has
engaged during the pregnancy in habitual or excessive use, for a nonmedical purpose,
. of any of the following controlled substances or their derivatives: cocaine, heroin,
phencyclidine, methamphetamine, or amphetamine.

[For text of subds 3 to 9, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 10. Interested person. “Interested person” means an adult, including but
not limited to, a public official, including a local welfare agency acting under section
626.5561, and the legal guardian, spouse, parent, legal counsel, adult child, next of kin,
or other person designated by a proposed patient.

[For text of subds 11 to 23, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 55 2,3

253B.03 RIGHTS OF PATIENTS.
[For text of subds 1 to 6, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 6a. Administration of neuroleptic medications. (a) Neuroleptic medications
may be administered to persons committed as mentally ill or mentally ill and dangerous
only as described in this subdivision.

(b) A neuroleptic medication may be administered to a patient who is competent
to consent to neuroleptic medications only if the patient has given written, informed
consent to administration of the neuroleptic medication.

(c) A neuroleptic medication may be administered to a patient who is not compe-
tent to consent to neuroleptic medications only if a court approves the administration
of the neuroleptic medication or:

(1) the patient does not object to or refuse the medication;

(2) a guardian ad litem appointed by the court with authority to consent to
neuroleptic medications gives written, informed consent to the administration of the
neuroleptic medication; and

(3) a multidisciplinary treatment review panel composed of persons who are not
engaged in providing direct care to the patient gives written approval to administration
of the neuroleptic medication.

(d) A person who consents to treatment pursuant to this subdivision is not civilly
or criminally liable for the performance of or the manner of performing the treatment.
A person is not liable for performing treatment without consent if written, informed
consent was given pursuant to this subdivision. This provision does not affect any
other liability that may result from the manner in which the treatment is performed.
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(e) The court may allow and order paid to a guardian ad litem a reasonable fee for
services provided under paragraph (c), or the court may appoint a volunteer guardian
ad litem.

[For text of subds 7 to 10, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 s 100
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