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243.05 COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIONS; POWERS, LIMITATIONS.

Subdivision 1. Conditional release. The commissioner of corrections may parole
any person sentenced to confinement in any state correctional facility for adults under
the control of the commissioner of corrections, provided that:

(a) no inmate serving a life sentence for committing murder before May 1, 1980,
other than murder committed in violation of clause (1) of section 609.185 who has not
been previously convicted of a felony shall be paroled without having served 20 years,
less the diminution that would have been allowed for good conduct had the sentence
been for 20 years;

(b) no inmate serving a life sentence for committing murder before May 1, 1980,
who has been previously convicted of a felony or though not previously convicted of
a felony is serving a life sentence for murder in the first degree committed in violation
of clause (1) of section 609.185 shall be paroled without having served 25 years, less
the diminution which would have been allowed for good conduct had the sentence been
for 25 years;

(c) any inmate sentenced prior to September 1, 1963, who would be eligible for
parole had the inmate been sentenced after September 1, 1963, shall be eligible for
parole; and

(d) any new rule or policy or change of rule or policy adopted by the commissioner
of corrections which has the effect of postponing eligibility for parole has prospective
effect only and applies only with respect to persons committing offenses after the
effective date of the new rule or policy or change. Upon being paroled and released, an
inmate is and remains in the legal custody and under the control of the commissioner,
subject at any time to be returned to a facility of the department of corrections
established by law for the confinement or treatment of convicted persons and the parole
rescinded by the commissioner. The written order of the commissioner of corrections,
is sufficient authority for any peace officer or state parole and probation agent to retake
and place in actual custody any person on parole or supervised release, but any state
parole and probation agent may, without order of warrant, when it appears necessary
in order to prevent escape or enforce discipline, take and detain a parolee or person
on supervised release or work release to the commissioner for action. The written order
of the commissioner of corrections is sufficient authority for any peace officer or state
parole and probation agent to retake and place in actual custody any person on
probation under the supervision of the commissioner pursuant to section 609.135, but
any state parole and probation agent may, without an order, when it appears necessary
in order to prevent escape or enforce discipline, retake and detain a probationer and
bring the probationer before the court for further proceedings under section 609.14.
Persons conditionally released, and those on probation under the supervision of the
commissioner of corrections pursuant to section 609.135 may be placed within or
outside the boundaries of the state at the discretion of the commissioner of corrections
or the court, and the limits fixed for these persons may be enlarged or reduced according
to their conduct.

In considering applications for conditional release or discharge, the commissioner
is not required to hear oral argument from any attorney or other person not connected
with an adult correctional facility of the department of corrections in favor of or against
the parole or release of any inmates, but the commaissioner may institute inquiries by
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correspondence, taking testimony or otherwise, as to the previous history, physical or
mental condition, and character of the inmate, and to that end shall have authority to
require the attendance of the chief executive officer of any state adult correctional
facility and the production of the records of these facilities, and to compel the attend-
ance of witnesses. The commissioner is authorized to administer oaths to witnesses for
these purposes.

[For text of subds 2 to 6, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 c 290 art 25 2

243.165 NOTICE OF SEX OFFENDER’S ADDRESS.

Subdivision 1. Terms. (a) For purposes of this section, the following terms have
the meanings given.

(b) “Law enforcement authority” means with respect to a home rule charter or
statutory city, the chief of police, and with respect to an unincorporated area, the sheriff
of the county.

(¢) “Sex offender” means a person who has been convicted and sentenced under
section 609.1352, section 609.185, clause (2), section 609.342, 609.343, 609.344, or
609.345 and is serving or is being released to serve the supervised release portion of
the sentence imposed or is on probation for that conviction unless the person is placed
in a residential community-based facility.

Subd. 2. Location report required. A probation officer shall report in writing to the
appropriate law enforcement authority the address of a sex offender who is assigned to
that probation officer:

(1) when the sex offender is released from a state correctional institution to serve
the supervised release term or is released from a residential community-based facility;
and

(2) when the sex offender changes addresses. A sex offender is deemed to change
addresses when the sex offender remains at a new address for longer than two weeks
and evinces an intent to take up residence there.

Subd. 3. Use of information. The information provided under this section is
private data on individuals under section 13.01, subdivision 12. The information may
be used only for law enforcement purposes. When the sex offender is discharged from
supervised release or probation, the probation officer shall inform all law enforcement
agencies notified under this section. Each agency shall then destroy the data.

History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 25 3; 1989 ¢ 356 s 51

243.18 DIMINUTION OF SENTENCE.

Subdivision 1. Good time. Every inmate sentenced for any term other than life,
confined in a state adult correctional facility or on parole therefrom, may diminish the
term of sentence one day for each two days during which the inmate has not violated
any facility rule or discipline.

The commissioner of corrections, in view of the aggravated nature and frequency
of offenses, may take away any or all of the good time previously gained, and, in
consideration of mitigating circumstances or ignorance on the part of the inmate, may
afterwards restore the inmate, in whole or in part, to the standing the inmate possessed
before such good time was taken away.

Subd. 2. Work required. An inmate for whom a work assignment is available may
not earn good time under subdivision 1 for any day on which the inmate does not
perform the work assignment. The commissioner may excuse an inmate from work
only for illness, physical disability, or to participate in an education or treatment
program.

History: 1989c 290 art 25 4
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243.251 POSTTRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER.

(a) “Veteran” means a person who served in the United States armed forces in a
combat zone. “Civilian medical staff” means a nurse or other person with medical
training who provided medical care and assistance in a combat zone to members of the
United States armed forces.

(b) When an inmate who is a veteran or served as a civilian medical staff person
is confined in an adult correctional institution under the control of the commissioner
of corrections, the chief executive officer shall require the director of inmate classification
to determine if the inmate’s military duty or civilian medical service was unusually
stressful. If the director determines that the inmate’s military duty or civilian medical
service was unusually stressful, the director shall consider that fact in developing a
corrections plan for the inmate.

History: 1989 ¢ 124 s 1

243.55 CONTRABAND ARTICLES; EXCEPTIONS; PENALTY.

Subdivision 1. Any person who brings, sends, or in any manner causes to be
introduced into any state correctional facility or state hospital, or within or upon the
grounds belonging to or land or controlled by any such facility or hospital, any
controlled substance as defined in section 152.01, subdivision 4, or any firearms,
weapons or explosives of any kind, without the consent of the chief exccutive officer
thereof, shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, punished by imprison-
ment for a term of not more than ten years. Any person who brings, sends, or in any
manner causes to be introduced into any state correctional facility or within or upon
the grounds belonging to or land controlled by the facility, any intoxicating or alcoholic
liquor or malt beverage of any kind without the consent of the chief executive officer
thereof, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to physicians carrying drugs or introducing any of the above described liquors
into such facilities for use in the practice of their profession; nor to sheriffs or other
peace officers carrying revolvers or firecarms as such officers in the discharge of duties.

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 290 art 3 s 24
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