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CHAPTER 216C 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE; ENERGY 
DIVISION 

216C.02 Powers and duties of commissioner; 216C. II Energy conservation information 
rules. center. 

216C. 10 Powers. 2I6C.37 Energy conservation investment loans. 

216C.02 POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER; RULES. 
Subdivision 1. Powers, (a) The commissioner may: 
(1) apply for, receive, and spend money received from federal, municipal, county, 

regional, and other government agencies and private sources; 
(2) apply for, accept, and disburse grants and other aids from public and private 

sources; 
(3) contract for professional services if work or services required or authorized to 

be carried out by the commissioner cannot be satisfactorily performed by employees 
of the department or by another state agency; 

(4) enter into interstate compacts to carry out research and planning jointly with 
other states or the federal government when appropriate; 

(5) upon reasonable request, distribute informational material at no cost to the 
public; and 

(6) enter into contracts for the performance of the commissioner's duties with 
federal, state, regional, metropolitan, local, and other agencies or units of government 
and educational institutions, including the University of Minnesota, without regard to 
the competitive bidding requirements of chapters 16A and 16B. 

(b) The commissioner shall collect information on conservation and other energy-
related programs carried on by other agencies, by public utilities, by cooperative 
electric associations, by municipal power agencies, by other fuel suppliers, by political 
subdivisions, and by private organizations. Other agencies, cooperative electric associ­
ations, municipal power agencies, and political subdivisions shall cooperate with the 
commissioner by providing information requested by the commissioner. The commis­
sioner may by rule require the submission of information by other program operators. 
The commissioner shall make the information available to other agencies and to the 
public and, as necessary, shall recommend to the legislature changes in the laws 
governing conservation and other energy-related programs to ensure that: 

(1) expenditures on the programs are adequate to meet identified needs; 
(2) the needs of low-income energy users are being adequately addressed; 
(3) duplication of effort is avoided or eliminated; 
(4) a program that is ineffective is improved or eliminated; and 
(5) voluntary efforts are encouraged through incentives for their operators. 
The commissioner shall appoint an advisory task force to help evaluate the 

information collected and formulate recommendations to the legislature. The task 
force must include low-income energy users as defined in section 216B.241, subdivision 
2. 

(c) By January 15 of each year, the commissioner shall report to the legislature on 
the projected amount of federal money likely to be available to the state during the next 
fiscal year, including grant money and money received by the state as a result of 
litigation or settlements of alleged violations of federal petroleum pricing regulations. 
The report must also estimate the amount of money projected as needed during the next 
fiscal year to finance a level of conservation and other energy-related programs ade­
quate to meet projected needs, particularly the needs of low-income persons and 
households, and must recommend the amount of state appropriations needed to cover 
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the difference between the projected availability of federal money and the projected 
needs. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 338 s 4 

216C.10 POWERS. 
The commissioner may: 
(1) adopt rules under chapter 14 as necessary to carry out the purposes of sections 

216C.05 to 216C.30 and, when necessary for the purposes of section 216C.15, adopt 
emergency rules under sections 14.29 to 14.36; 

(2) make all contracts under sections 216C.05 to 216C.30 and do all things 
necessary to cooperate with the United States government, and to qualify for, accept, 
and disburse any grant intended for the administration of sections 216C.05 to 216C.30; 

(3) provide on-site technical assistance to units of local government in order to 
enhance local capabilities for dealing with energy problems; 

(4) administer for the state, energy programs under federal law, regulations, or 
guidelines, except for the low-income home energy assistance program and low-income 
weatherization programs administered by the department of jobs and training, and 
coordinate the programs and activities with other state agencies, units of local govern­
ment, and educational institutions; 

(5) develop a state energy investment plan with yearly energy conservation and 
alternative energy development goals, investment targets, and marketing strategies; 

(6) perform market analysis studies relating to conservation, alternative and renew­
able energy resources, and energy recovery; 

(7) assist with the preparation of proposals for innovative conservation, renew­
able, alternative, or energy recovery projects; 

(8) manage and disburse funds made available for the purpose of research studies 
or demonstration projects related to energy conservation or other activities deemed 
appropriate by the commissioner; 

(9) intervene in certificate of need proceedings before the public utilities commis­
sion; 

(10) collect fees from recipients of loans, grants, or other financial aid from money 
received from litigation or settlement of alleged violations of federal petroleum pricing 
regulations, which fees must be used to pay the department's costs in administering 
those financial aids; and 

(11) collect fees from proposers and operators of conservation and other energy-
related programs that are reviewed, evaluated, or approved by the department, other 
than proposers that are political subdivisions or community or nonprofit organizations, 
to cover the department's cost in making the reviewal, evaluation, or approval and in 
developing additional programs for others to operate. 

Notwithstanding any other law, the commissioner is designated the state agent to 
apply for, receive, and accept federal or other funds made available to the state for the 
purposes of sections 216C.05 to 216C.30. 

History: 1989 c 338 s 5 

216C.11 ENERGY CONSERVATION INFORMATION CENTER. 
The commissioner shall establish an energy information center in the department's 

offices in St. Paul. The information center shall maintain a toll-free telephone informa­
tion service and disseminate printed materials on energy conservation topics, including 
but not limited to, availability of loans and other public and private financing methods 
for energy conservation physical improvements, the techniques and materials used to 
conserve energy in buildings, including retrofitting or upgrading insulation and install­
ing weatherstripping, the projected prices and availability of different sources of energy, 
and alternative sources of energy. 
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The energy information center shall serve as the official Minnesota alcohol fuels 
information center and shall disseminate information, printed, by the toll-free tele­
phone information service, or otherwise on the applicability and technology of alcohol 
fuels. 

The information center shall include information on the potential hazards of 
energy conservation techniques and improvements in the printed materials disseminat­
ed. The commissioner shall not be liable for damages arising from the installation or 
operation of equipment or materials recommended by the information center. 

The information center shall use the information collected under section 216C.02, 
subdivision 1, to maintain a central source of information on conservation and other 
energy-related programs, including both programs required by law or rule and pro­
grams developed and carried on voluntarily. In particular, the information center shall 
compile and maintain information on policies covering disconnections or denials of 
fuel during cold weather adopted by public utilities and other fuel suppliers not 
governed by Minnesota Rules, parts 7820.1500 to 7820.2300, including the number of 
households disconnected or denied fuel and the duration of the disconnections or 
denials. 

History: 1989 c 338 s 6 

216C.37 ENERGY CONSERVATION INVESTMENT LOANS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1988] 

Subd. 6. Receipts; appropriation. The commissioner of finance shall deposit in the 
state treasury all principal and interest payments received in repayment of the loans 
authorized by this section. These payments shall be credited to the bond proceeds fund 
and are appropriated to the commissioner of finance for the purposes of that account. 

[For text ofsubds 7 and 8, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 271 s 31 
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