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CHAPTER 206 

,"..'., VOTING MACHINES 

206.57 Examination of new voting systems. 206.88 Partial recounts on electronic voting 
206.66 Violations; penalties. systems: 

206.90 Optical scan voting systems. 

206.57 EXAMINATION OF NEW VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Subdivision 1. Examination and report by secretary of state; approval. A vendor 

of a lever voting machine or electronic voting system may apply to the secretary of state 
to examine the machine or system and to report as to its compliance with the require­
ments of law and as to its accuracy, durability, efficiency, and capacity to register the 
will of voters. The secretary of state or a designee shall examine the machine or system 
submitted and file a report on it in the office of the secretary of state. Examination is 
not required of every individual machine or counting device, but only of each type of 
lever voting machine or electronic voting system before its adoption, use, or purchase 
and before its continued use after significant changes have been made in an approved 
machine or system. The examination must include the ballot programming, vote 
counting, and vote accumulation functions of each voting machine or system. 

If the report of the secretary of state or the secretary's designee concludes that the 
kind of machine or system examined complies with the requirements of sections 206.55 
to 206.90 and can be used safely, the machine or system shall be deemed approved by 
the secretary of state, and may be adopted and purchased for use at elections in this 
state. A voting machine or system not approved by the secretary of state may not be 
used at an election in this state. The secretary of state may adopt permanent and 
emergency rules consistent with sections 206.55 to 206.90 relating to the examination 
and use of voting machines and electronic voting systems. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 4, see M.S.1988] 

History: 1989 c 291 art 1 s 25 

206.66 VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES. 
Subdivision 1. Injuring voting machines. An individual who intentionally injures 

or attempts to injure or render ineffectual a lever voting machine or any component 
of an electronic voting system, or who violates any of the provisions of sections 206.55 
to 206.90, is guilty of a felony. 

Subd. 2. Violation of law, rules. An individual who violates any rules adopted by 
the secretary of state or by the governing body of a municipality where lever voting 
machines or an electronic voting system are used, or who violates any of the provisions 
of sections 206.55 to 206.90, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

Subd. 3. Performance bond. A vendor of voting machines, electronic voting 
systems, or related election services shall furnish the secretary of state with a sufficient 
bond conditioned on the performance of those machines, systems, or services in 
accordance with the Minnesota election law and any contract or agreement made with 
an election jurisdiction in Minnesota. The vendor bond required under section 206.57, 
subdivision 4, may serve as the performance bond required under this subdivision. The 
secretary of state shall send notice of the receipt or forfeiture of a bond under this 
subdivision to each official on the user list. 

History: 1989 c 291 art 1 s 26 

206.88 PARTIAL RECOUNTS ON ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS. 
The secretary of state may conduct a recount to verify the accuracy of vote 

counting and recording in one or more precincts in which an electronic voting system 
was used in the election. The results of the recount must be reported to the appropriate 
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canvassing board. Time for notice of nomination, election, or contest for an office 
recounted pursuant to this section must begin upon certification of the results of the 
recount by the canvassing board. 

History: 1989 c 291 art 1 s 27 

206.90 OPTICAL SCAN VOTING SYSTEMS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1988] 

Subd. 3. Availability of paper ballots. For the purposes of section 206.63, "paper 
ballots" includes ballot cards which are voted by marking with a pencil or other writing 
instrument and on which are printed the names of candidates, office titles, party 
designation in a partisan primary or election, and a statement of any question accompa­
nied by the words "Yes" and "No." At a state or county election where an optical scan 
voting system will be in use, the county auditor may provide ballot cards meeting the 
requirements of this section in lieu of paper ballots otherwise required to be prepared 
by the county auditor. In an election jurisdiction where an optical scan voting system 
has been adopted, the election official may provide paper ballots prepared in the same 
format used for the voting system. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 10, see M.S. 1988] 

History: 1989 c 291 art 1 s 28 
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