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CHAPTER 205A
SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTIONS

205A.07 Notice. 205A.10  Procedure.

205A.07 NOTICE.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 3. Notice to auditor. At least 30 days prior to every school district election,
the school district clerk shall provide a written notice to the county auditor of each
county in which the school district is located. The notice must include the date of the
election and the offices and questions to be voted on at the election.

History: 1989 c 291 art 1 s 21

205A.10 PROCEDURE.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 2. Election, conduct. A school district election must be by secret ballot and
must be held and the returns made in the manner provided for the state general
election, as far as practicable. The vote totals from an absentee ballot board established
pursuant to section 203B.13 may be tabulated and reported by the school district as
a whole rather than by precinct. For school district elections not held in conjunction
with a statewide election, the school board shall appoint election judges as provided
in section 204B.21, subdivision 2.

Subd. 3. Canvass of returns, certificate of election, ballots, disposition. Within two
days after a school district election other than a recount of a special election conducted
under section 124A.03, subdivision 2, or 475.59, the school board shall canvass the
returns and declare the results of the election. After the time for contesting elections
has passed, the school district clerk shall issue a certificate of election to each successful
candidate. If there is a contest, the certificate of election to that office must not be
issued until the outcome of the contest has been determined by the proper court. If
there is a tie vote, the school board shall determine the result by lot. The clerk shall
deliver the certificate of election to the successful candidate by personal service or
certified mail. The successful candidate shall file an acceptance and oath of office in
writing with the clerk within 30 days of the date of mailing or personal service. A
person who fails to qualify prior to the time specified shall be deemed to have refused
to serve, but that filing may be made at any time before action to fill the vacancy has
been taken. The school district clerk shall certify the results of the election to the county
auditor, and the clerk shall be the final custodian of the ballots and the returns of the
election.

A school district canvassing board shall perform the duties of the school board
according to the requirements of this subdivision for a recount of a special election
conducted under section 124A.03, subdivision 2, or 475.59.

[For text of subd 4, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 5. School district canvassing board. For the purpose of a recount of a special
election conducted under section 124A.03, subdivision 2, or 475.59, the school district
canvassing board shall consist of one member of the school board other than the clerk,
selected by the board, the clerk of the school board, the county auditor of the county
in which the greatest number of school district residents reside, the court administrator
of the district court of the judicial district in which the greatest number of school
district residents reside, and the mayor or chair of the town board of the school
district’s most populous municipality. Any member of the canvassing board may
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appoint a designee to appear at the meeting of the board, except that no designee may
be a candidate for public office. If one of the individuals fails to appear at the meeting
of the canvassing board, the county auditor shall appoint an eligible voter of the school
district, who must not be a member of the school board, to fill the vacancy. Not more
than two school board members shall serve on the canvassing board at one time. Four
members constitute a quorum.

The school board shall serve as the school district canvassing board for the election
of school board members.

History: 1989 ¢ 291 art 1 5 22-24
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