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169.01 DEFINITIONS.
[For text of subds 1 to 49, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 50. Bus. “Bus” means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than
15 passengers including the driver and used for the transportation of persons.

[For text of subds 51 to 73, see M.S.1988)

Subd. 74. Mobile crane. “Mobile crane” means a vehicle (1) not designed or used
to transport persons or property, (2) operated only incidentally on the highway and not
subject to vehicle registration under chapter 168, and (3) comprising a boom and
hoisting mechanism used in the construction industry. Mobile crane does not include
a motor vehicle, designed to transport persons or property, to which a boom, hoist,
crane, or other machinery has been attached.

Subd. 75. Commercial motor vehicle. (a) “Commercial motor vehicle” means a
motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used to transport passengers or
property if the motor vehicle:

(1) has a gross vehicle weight of 26,001 or more pounds;

(2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds;

(3) is a bus; or

(4) is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials defined
in section 221.033.

(b) For purposes of sections 169.1211, 169.1215, and 169.123, subdivisions 2 and
4, a commercial motor vehicle does not include a farm truck, firefighting equipment,
or recreational equipment being operated by a person within the scope of section
171.02, subdivision 2, paragraph (a).

History: 1989 ¢ 250 s 1; 1989 ¢ 307 5 2,3

169.02 SCOPE. ;

Subdivision 1. The provisions of this chapter relating to the operation of vehicles
refer exclusively to the operation of vehicles upon highways, and upon highways,
streets, private roads, and roadways situated on property owned, leased, or occupied
by the regents of the University of Minnesota, or the University of Minnesota, except:

(1) where a different place is specifically referred to in a given section;
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(2) the provisions of sections 169.09 to 169.13 apply to any person who drives,
operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice
of any boundary water of this state, and to any person who drives, operates, or is in
physical control of a snowmobile on a snowmobile trail within this state.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 3315 21

169.022 UNIFORM APPLICATION.

The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable and uniform throughout this
state and in all political subdivisions and municipalities therein, and no local authority
shall enact or enforce any rule or regulation in conflict with the provisions of this
chapter unless expressly authorized herein. Local authorities may adopt traffic regula-
tions which are not in conflict with the provisions of this chapter; provided, that when
any local ordinance regulating traffic covers the same subject for which a penalty is
provided for in this chapter, then the penalty provided for violation of said local
ordinance shall be identical with the penalty provided for in this chapter for the same
offense.

History: (2720-157) 1937 c 4645 7; 1945 ¢ 3835 1; 1949 ¢ 521; 1957 ¢ 130 5 1; 1959
c66s 1 1973¢28s1; 1974 ¢ 235 1; 1974 ¢ 350 s 1 subd 9

169.03 EMERGENCY VEHICLES; APPLICATION.
[For text of subds 1 to 8, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 9. [Renumbered section 169.022]

169.041 TOWING AUTHORIZED.

Subdivision 1. Towing authority. For purposes of this section, “towing authority”
means any local authority authorized by section 169.04 to enforce the traffic laws, and
also includes a private towing company authorized by a local authority to tow vehicles
on behalf of that local authority.

Subd. 2. Towing order required. A towing authority may not tow a motor vehicle
from public property unless a peace officer or parking enforccment officer has prepared,
in addition to the parking citation, a written towing report describing the motor vehicle
and the reasons for towing. The report must be signed by the officer and the tow driver.

Subd. 3. Four-hour waiting period. In enforcing state and local parking and traffic
laws, a towing authority may not tow, or allow or require the towing of, a motor vehicle
from public property for a parking or traffic violation until four hours after issuance
of the traffic ticket or citation; except as provided in this section. )

Subd. 4. Towing allowed. A towing authority may tow a motor vehicle without
regard to the four-hour waiting period if:

(1) the vehicle is parked in violation of snow emergency regulations;

(2) the vehicle is parked in a rush-hour restricted parking area;

(3) the vehicle is blocking a driveway, alley, or fire hydrant;

(4) the vehicle is parked in a bus lane where parking is prohibited;

(5) the vehicle is parked within 30 feet of a stop sign and visually blocking the stop
sign;

(6) the vehicle is parked in a handicap transfer zone or handicapped parking space
without a handicapped parking certificate or handicapped license plates;

(7) the vehicle is parked in an area that has been posted for temporary restricted
parking at least 24 hours in advance;

(8) the vehicle is parked within the right-of-way of a controlled access highway or
within the traveled portion of a public street when travel is allowed there;

(9) the vehicle is unlawfully parked in a zone that is restricted by posted signs to
use by fire, police, public safety, or emergency vehicles;

Copyright © 1989 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



MINNESOTA STATUTES 1989 SUPPLEMENT

169.041 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 42

(10) the vehicle is unlawfully parked on property at the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport owned by the metropolitan airports commission;

(11) a law enforcement official has probable cause to believe that the vehicle is
stolen, or that the vehicle constitutes or contains evidence of a crime and impoundment
is reasonably necessary to obtain or preserve the evidence;

(12) the driver, operator, or person in physical control of the vehicle is taken into
custody and the vehicle is impounded for safekeeping; or

(13) a law enforcement official has probable cause to believe that the owner,
operator, or person in physical control of the vehicle has failed to respond to five or
more citations for parking or traffic offenses.

Subd. 5. Towing prohibited. Unless the vehicle is described in subdivision 4, a
towing authority may not tow a motor vehicle because:

(1) the vehicle has expired registration tabs that have been expired for less than
90 days;

(2) the vehicle is at a parking meter on which the time has expired and the vehicle
has fewer than five unpaid parking tickets.

Subd. 6. Private property. This section does not restrict the authority of the owner
of private property to authorize the towing at any time of a motor vehicle unlawfully
parked on the private property.

Subd. 7. Damages. The owner or driver of a motor vehicle towed in violation of
this section is entitled to recover from the towing authority the greater of $100 or two
times the actual damages sustained as a result of the violation. Damages recoverable
under this subdivision include but are not limited to costs of recovering the vehicle,
including time spent and transportation costs.

History: 1989 ¢ 256 s 1

169.09 ACCIDENTS.
[For text of subds 1 to 13, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 14. Penalties. (a) The driver of any vehicle who violates subdivision 1 or
6 and who caused the accident is punishable as follows:

(1) if the accident results in the death of any person, the driver is guilty of a felony
and may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than ten years, or to payment of
a fine of not more than $20,000, or both;

(2) if the accident results in great bodily harm to any person, as defined in section
609.02, subdivision 8, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than five years, or to payment of a fine of not more than
$10,000, or both; or

(3) if the accident results in substantial bodily harm to any person, as defined in
section 609.02, subdivision 7a, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced
to imprisonment for not more than three years, or to payment of a fine of not more than
$5,000, or both.

(b) The driver of any vehicle who violates subdivision 1 or 6 and who did not cause
the accident is punishable as follows:

(1) if the accident results in the death of any person, the driver is guilty of a felony
and may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than three years, or to payment
of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both;

(2) if the accident results in great bodily harm to any person, as defined in section
609.02, subdivision 8, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than two years, or to payment of a fine of not more than
$4,000, or both; or

(3) if the accident results in substantial bodily harm to any person, as defined in
section 609.02, subdivision 7a, the driver may be sentenced to imprisonment for not
more than one year, or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both.
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(c) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident not resuliing in substantial
bodily harm or death who violates subdivision | or 6 may be sentenced to imprison-
ment for not more than one year, or to payment of a fine of not more than $3 000, or
both.

(d) Any person who violates subdivision 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, ll or 12 is guilty of
a misdemeanor.

The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occurred who is responsible
for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be responsible for
prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section.

[For text of subd 15, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 c 290 art 6s 1; 1989 ¢ 32159

169.121 MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.

Subdivision 1. Crime. It is a crime for any person to drive, operate, or be in
physical control of any motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice of any boundary
water of this state:

(a) when the person is under the influence of alcohol;

(b) when the person is under the influence of a controlled substance, as defined in
section 152.01, subdivision 4;

(c) when the person is under the influence of a combination of any two or more
of the elements named in clauses (a), (b), and (f);

(d) when the person’s alcohol concentration is 0.10 or more;

(e) when the person’s alcohol concentration as measured within two hours of the
time of driving is 0.10 or more; or

(f) when the person is knowingly under the influence of any chemical compound
or combination of chemical compounds that is listed as a hazardous substance in rules
adopted under section 182.655 and that affects the nervous system, brain, or muscles
of the person so as to substantially impair the person’s ability to drive or operate the
motor vehicle.

Subd. la. Refusal to submit to testing; crime, It is a crime for any person to refuse
to submit to a chemical test of the person’s blood, breath, or urine under section
169.123 if the person’s license has been revoked once within the past five years, or two
or more times within the past ten years, under any of the following: this section, or
section 169.123, 609.21, subdivision 1, clause (2) or (3), 609.21, subdivision 2, clause
(2) or (3), 609.21, subdivision 3, clause (2) or (3), or 609.21, subdivision 4, clause (2)
or (3).

Subd. 1b. Arrest. A peace officer may lawfully arrest a person for violation of
subdivision 1 without a warrant upon probable cause, without regard to whether the
violation was committed in the officer’s presence.

When a peace officer has probable cause to believe that a person is driving or
operating a motor vehicle in violation of subdivision 1, and before a stop or arrest can
be made the person escapes from the geographical limits of the officer’s jurisdiction,
the officer in fresh pursuit of the person may stop or arrest the person in another
jurisdiction within this state and may exercise the powers and perform the duties of a
peace officer under sections 169.121 and 169.123. An officer acting in fresh pursuit
pursuant to this subdivision is serving in the regular line of duty as fully as though
within the officer’s jurisdiction.

The express grant of arrest powers in this subdivision does not limit the arrest
powers of peace officers pursuant to sections 626.65 t0 626.70 or section 629.40 in cases
of arrests for violation of subdivision 1 or any other provision of law.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1988]
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Subd. 3. Criminal penalties. (a) A person who violates subdivision 1 or an
ordinance in conformity with it is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) A person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor who violates subdivision 1 or an
ordinance in conformity with it within five years of a prior impaired driving conviction,
or within ten years of the first of two or more prior impaired driving convictions.

For purposes of this paragraph, a prior impaired driving conviction is a prior
conviction under this section, section 84.91, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), 169.129,
361.12, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), 609.21, subdivision 1, clause (2) or (3), 609.21,
subdivision 2, clause (2) or (3), 609.21, subdivision 3, clause (2) or (3), 609.21,
subdivision 4, clause (2) or (3), or an ordinance from this state, or a statute or ordinance
from another state in conformity with any of them. A prior impaired driving convic-
tion also includes a prior juvenile adjudication that would have been a prior impaired
driving conviction if committed by an adult.

(c) A person who violates subdivision la is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

(d) The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occurred who is respon-
sible for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be responsible
for prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section.

When an attorney responsible for prosecuting gross misdemeanors under this
section requests criminal history information relating to prior impaired driving convic-
tions from a court, the court must furnish the information without charge.

[For text of subd 3a, see M.S.1988)

Subd. 3b. Habitual offenders; chemical use treatment. If a person has been con-
victed under subdivision 1, section 169.129, an ordinance in conformity with either of
them, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with either of them,
and if the person is then convicted of violating subdivision 1, section 169.129, or an
ordinance in conformity with either of them (1) once within five years of the first
conviction or (2) two or more times within ten years after the first conviction, the court
must order the person to submit to the level of care recommended in the chemical use
assessment required under section 169.126.

If a person is convicted under section 169.121, subdivision 1a, the court shall order
the person to submit to the level of care recommended in the chemical use assessment
required under section 169.126.

[For text of subds 4 and 5, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 5a. Chemical dependency assessment charge. When a court sentences a
person convicted of an offense enumerated in section 169.126, subdivision 1, it shall
impose a chemical dependency assessment charge of $75. This section applies when
the sentence is executed, stayed, or suspended. The court may not waive payment or
authorize payment of the assessment charge in installments unless it makes written
findings on the record that the convicted person is indigent or that the assessment
charge would create undue hardship for the convicted person or that person’s immedi-
ate family.

The court shall collect and forward to the commissioner of finance the total amount
of the chemical dependency assessment charge within 60 days after sentencing or
explain to the commissioner in writing why the money was not forwarded within this
time period. The commissioner shall credit the money to the general fund.

The chemical dependency assessment charge required under this section is in
addition to the surcharge required by section 609.101.

[For text of subds 6 to 11, see M.S.1988)]

History: 1989 ¢ 2165 1; 1989 ¢ 290 art 10 s 1-4; 1989 ¢ 335 art 45 62; 1989 ¢ 356
5358
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169.1211 ALCOHOL-RELATED DRIVING BY COMMERCIAL VEHICLE DRIV-
ERS.

Subdivision 1. Crime. It is a misdemeanor for any person to drive, operate, or be
in physical control of any commercial motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice
of any boundary water of this state:

(1) when the person’s alcohol concentration is 0.04 or more; or

(2) when the person’s alcohol concentration as measured within two hours of the
time of driving is 0.04 or more.

Subd. 2. Arrest. A peace officer may lawfully arrest a person for violation of
subdivision 1 without a warrant upon probable cause, without regard to whether the
violation was committed in the officer’s presence.

When a peace officer has probable cause to believe that a person is violating
subdivision 1, and before a stop or arrest can be made the person escapes from the
geographical limits of the officer’s jurisdiction, the officer in fresh pursuit of the person
may stop or arrest the person in another jurisdiction within this state and may exercise
the powers and perform the duties of a peace officer under this section and sections
169.121 and 169.123. An officer acting in fresh pursuit under this subdivision is
serving in the regular line of duty as fully as though within the officer’s jurisdiction.

The express grant of arrest powers in this subdivision does not limit the arrest
powers of peace officers under sections 626.65 to 626.70 or section 629.40 in cases of
arrests for violation of subdivision 1 or any other provision of law.

Subd. 3. Evidence. Upon the trial of any prosecution arising out of acts alleged
to have been committed by any person arrested for violating subdivision 1, the court
may admit evidence of the amount of alcohol in the person’s blood, breath, or urine
as shown by an analysis of those items.

If proven by a preponderance of the evidence, it shall be an affirmative defense to
a violation of subdivision 1, clause (2), that the defendant consumed a sufficient
quantity of alcohol after the time of the violation and before the administration of the
evidentiary test to cause the defendant’s alcohol concentration to exceed 0.04. This
evidence may not be admitted unless notice is given to the prosecution prior to the
omnibus or pretrial hearing in the matter.

The foregoing provisions do not limit the introduction of any other competent
evidence bearing upon the question whether the person violated this section, including
tests obtained more than two hours after the alleged violation and results obtained from
partial tests on an infrared breath-testing instrument. A result from a partial test is the
measurement obtained by analyzing one adequate breath sample, as defined in section
169.123, subdivision 2b, paragraph (b).

Subd. 4. Administrative penalty. The commissioner of public safety shall disquali-
fy a person from operating a commercial motor vehicle as provided under section
171.165, on receipt of a record of conviction for a violation of this section.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 4

169.1215 OUT-OF-SERVICE ORDERS.

A person driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor vehicle
with any presence of alcohol is prohibited from operating a commercial motor vehicle
for 24 hours from issuance of an out-of-service order.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 5

169.123 CHEMICAL TESTS FOR INTOXICATION.

Subdivision 1. Peace officer defined. For purposes of this section, section 169.121,
and section 169.1211, the term peace officer means a state patrol officer, University of
Minnesota peace officer, a constable as defined in section 367.40, subdivision 3, or
police officer of any municipality, including towns having powers under section 368.01,
or county.
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Subd. 2. Implied consent; conditions; election as to type of test. (a) Any person who
drives, operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle within this state or upon
the ice of any boundary water of this state consents, subject to the provisions of this
section and section 169.121, to a chemical test of that person’s blood, breath, or urine
for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol or a controlled substance. The
test shall be administered at the direction of a peace officer. The test may be required
of a person when an officer has probable cause to believe the person was driving,
operating, or in physical control of a motor vehicle in violation of section 169.121 and
one of the following conditions exist: _

(1) the person has been lawfully placed under arrest for violation of section
169.121, or an ordinance in conformity with it;

(2) the person has been involved in a motor vehicle accident or collision resulting
in property damage, personal injury, or death;

(3) the person has refused to take the screening test provided for by section
169.121, subdivision 6; or

(4) the screening test was administered and recorded an alcohol concentration of
0.10 or more.

The test may also be required of a person when an officer has probable cause to
believe the person was driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor
vehicle with the presence of any alcohol.

(b) At the time a test is requested, the person shall be informed:

(1) that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to determine if the person
is under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance or, if the motor vehicle was
a commercial motor vehicle, that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to
determine the presence of alcohol;

(2) that if testing is refused, the person may be subject to cnmmal penalties, and
the person’s right to drive will be revoked for a minimum period of one year or, if the
person is under the age of 18 years, for a period of one year or until the person reaches
the age of 18 years, whichever is greater and, if the vehicle was a commercial motor
vehicle, that the person will be disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle
for a minimum period of one year;

(3) that if a test is taken and the results indicate that the person is under the
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance, the person will be subject to criminal
penalties and the person’s right to drive may be revoked for a minimum period of 90
days or, if the person is under the age of 18 years, for a period of six months or until
the person reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is greater, and, if the vehicle was a
commercial motor vehicle, that if the test results indicate the presence of any alcohol,
the person will be prohibited from operating a commercial motor vehicle for 24 hours
from issuance of an out-of-service order, and if the results indicate an alcohol concen-
tration of 0.04 or more, the person will be subject to criminal penalties and will be
disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle for a minimum period of one
year;

(4) that after submitting to testing, the person has the right to consult with an
attorney and to have additional tests made by someone of the person’s own choosing;
and

(5) that if the person refuses to take a test, the refusal will be offered into evidence
against the person at trial.

(c) The peace officer who requires a test pursuant to this subdivision may direct
whether the test shall be of blood, breath, or urine. Action may be taken against a
person who refuses to take a blood test only if an alternative test was offered and action
may be taken against a person who refuses to take a urine test only if an alternative test
was offered. .

[For text of subds 2a to 3, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 4. Refusal; revocation of license. If a person refuses to permit a test, none"
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shall be given, but the peace officer shall report the refusal to the commissioner of public
safety and the authority having responsibility for prosecution of misdemeanor offenses
for the jurisdiction in which the acts occurred. A refusal to submit to an alcohol
concentration test does not constitute a violation of section 609.50, unless the refusal
was accompanied by force or violence or the threat of force or violence. If a person
submits to a test and the test results indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more,
or if a person was driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor
vehicle and the test results indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more, the results
of the test shall be reported to the commissioner of public safety and to the authority
having responsibility for prosecution of misdemeanor offenses for the jurisdiction in
which the acts occurred.

Upon certification by the peace officer that there existed probable cause to believe
the person had been driving, operating, or in physical control of a motor vehicle while
under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance and that the person refused to
submit to a test, the commissioner of public safety shall revoke the person’s license or
permit to drive, or nonresident operating privilege, for a period of one year. Upon
certification by the peace officer that there existed probable cause to believe the person
had been driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor vehicle with
the presence of any alcohol and that the person refused to submit to a test, the
commissioner shall disqualify the person from operating a commercial motor vehicle
for a period of one year under section 171.165 and shall revoke the person’s license or
permit to drive or nonresident operating privilege for a period of one year. If the person
refusing to submit to testing is under the age of 18 years, the commissioner shall revoke
the person’s license or permit to drive, or nonresident operating privilege, for a period
of one year or until the person reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is greater. Upon
certification by the peace officer that there existed probable cause to believe the person
had been driving, operating or in physical control of a motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance and that the person submitted to a test
and the test results indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more, the commissioner
of public safety shall revoke the person’s license or permit to drive, or nonresident
operating privilege, for a period of 90 days or, if the person is under the age of 18 years,
for a period of six months or until the person reaches the age of 18 years, whichever
is greater. On certification by the peace officer that there existed probable cause to
believe the person had been driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial
motor vehicle with any presence of alcohol and that the person submitted to a test and
the test results indicated an alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more, the commissioner
of public safety shall disqualify the person from operating a commercial motor vehicle
under section 171.165.

If the person is a resident without a license or permit to operate a motor vehicle
in this state, the commissioner of public safety shall deny to the person the issuance
of a license or permit for the same period after the date of the alleged violation as
provided herein for revocation, subject to review as hereinafter provided.

Subd. 5. Notice of revocation, disqualification, or determination to deny; request for
hearing. A revocation under subdivision 4 or a disqualification under section 171.165
becomes effective at the time the commissioner of public safety or a peace officer acting
on behalf of the commissioner of public safety notifies the person of the intention to
revoke, disqualify, or both, and of revocation or disqualification. The notice shall
advise the person of the right to obtain administrative and judicial review as provided
in this section. If mailed, the notice and order of revocation or disqualification is
deemed received three days after mailing to the last known address of the person.

Subd. 5a. Peace officer agent for notice of revocation or disqualification. On behalf
of the commissioner of public safety a peace officer requiring a test or directing the
administration of a chemical test shall serve immediate notice of intention to revoke
and of revocation on a person who refuses to permit a test or on a person who submits
to a test the results of which indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more. On
behalf of the commissioner of public safety, a peace officer requiring a test or directing
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the administration of a chemical test of a person driving, operating, or in physical
control of a commercial motor vehicle shall serve immediate notice of intention to
disqualify and of disqualification on a person who refuses to permit a test, or on a
person who submits to a test the results of which indicate an alcohol concentration of
0.04 or more. The officer shall take the license or permit of the driver, if any, and issue
a temporary license effective only for seven days. The peace officer shall send the
person’s driver’s license to the commissioner of public safety along with the certificate
required by subdivision 4.

Subd. 5b. Administrative review. At any time during a period of revocation
imposed under this section or a period of disqualification imposed under section
171.165, a person may request in writing a review of the order of revocation or
disqualification by the commissioner of public safety, unless the person is entitled to
review under section 171.166. Upon receiving a request the commissioner or the
commissioner’s designee shall review the order, the evidence upon which the order was
based, and any other material information brought to the attention of the commission-
er, and determine whether sufficient cause exists to sustain the order. Within 15 days
of receiving the request the commissioner shall report in writing the results of the
review. The review provided in this subdivision is not subject to the contested case
provisions of the administrative procedure act in sections 14.01 to 14.69.

The availability of administrative review for an order of revocation or dis-
qualification has no effect upon the availability of judicial review under this section.

Review under this subdivision shall take place, if possible, at the same time as any
administrative review of the person’s impoundment order under section 168.041,
subdivision 4a.

Subd. Sc. Petition for judicial review. Within 30 days following receipt of a notice
and order of revocation or disqualification pursuant to this section, a person may
petition the court for review, unless the person is entitled to review under section
171.166. The petition shall be filed with the district court administrator in the county
where the alleged offense occurred, together with proof of service of a copy on the
commissioner of public safety, and accompanied by the standard filing fee for civil
actions. No responsive pleading shall be required of the commissioner of public safety,
and no court fees shall be charged for the appearance of the commissioner of public
safety in the matter.

The petition shall be captioned in the full name of the person making the petition
as petitioner and the commissioner of public safety as respondent. The petition must
include the petitioner’s date of birth, driver’s license number, date of the offense, and
a copy of the notice of revocation or disqualification. The petition shall state with
specificity the grounds upon which the petitioner seeks rescission of the order of
revocation, disqualification, or denial and state the facts underlying each claim asserted.

The filing of the petition shall not stay the revocation, disqualification, or denial.
The reviewing court may order a stay of the balance of the revocation or dis-
qualification if the hearing has not been conducted within 60 days after filing of the
petition upon terms the court deems proper. Judicial reviews shall be conducted
according to the rules of civil procedure.

Subd. 6. Hearing. A hearing under this section shall be before a municipal or
county judge, in any county in the judicial district where the alleged offensc occurred.
The hearing shall be to the court and may be conducted at the same time and in the
same manner as hearings upon pretrial motions in the criminal prosecution under
section 169.121, if any. The hearing shall be recorded. The commissioner of public
safety shall appear and be represented by the attorney general or through the prosecut-
ing authority for the jurisdiction involved.

The hearing shall be held at the earliest practicable date, and in any event no later
than 60 days following the filing of the petition for review. The judicial district
administrator shall establish procedures to ensure efficient compliance with the provi-
sions of this subdivision. To accomplish this, the administrator may, whenever
possible, consolidate and transfer review hearings among the county courts within the
judicial district.
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The scope of the hearing shall be limited to the issues of:

(1) whether the peace officer had probable cause to believe the person was driving,
operating, or in physical control of (i) a motor vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol or a controlled substance, or (ii) a commercial motor vehicle with any presence
of alcohol, and whether the person was lawfully placed under arrest for violation of
section 169.121 or 169.1211, or the person was involved in a motor vehicle accident
or collision resulting in property damage, personal injury or death, or the person
refused to take a screening test provided for by section 169.121, subdivision 6, or the
screening test was administered and recorded an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more;
and .

(2) whether at the time of the request for the test the peace officer informed the
person of the person’s rights and the consequences of taking or refusing the test as
required by subdivision 2; and .

(3) either (a) whether the person refused to permit the test, or (b) whether a test
was taken and the test results indicated an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more at the
time of testing, or if a test was taken by a person driving, operating, or in physical
control of a commercial motor vehicle and the test results indicated an alcohol concen-
tration of 0.04 or more at the time of testing; whether the testing method used was valid
and reliable; and whether the test results were accurately evaluated.

It shall be an affirmative defense for the petitioner to prove that, at the time of the
refusal, the petitioner’s refusal to permit the test was based upon reasonable grounds.

Certified or otherwise authenticated copies of laboratory or medical personnel
reports, records, documents, licenses and certificates shall be admissible as substantive
evidence.

The court shall order that the revocation or disqualification be either rescinded or
sustained and forward the order to the commissioner of public safety. The court shall
file its order within 14 days following the hearing. If the revocation or disqualification
is sustained, the court shall also forward the person’s driver’s license or permit to the
commissioner of public safety for further action by the commissioner of public safety
if the license or permit is not already in the commissioner’s possession.

[For text of subds 7 to 10, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 c 290 art 105 5; 1989 ¢ 307 s 6-13

169.126 ALCOHOL PROBLEM ASSESSMENT.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 4. Chemical use assessment. (a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph
(d), when an alcohol problem screening shows that the defendant has an identifiable
chemical use problem, the court shall require the defendant to undergo a comprehen-
sive chemical use assessment conducted by an assessor qualified under rules adopted
by the commissioner of human services under section 254A.03, subdivision 3. Not-
withstanding section 13.82, the assessor shall have access to any police reports, labora-
tory test results, and other law enforcement data relating to the current offense or
previous offenses that are necessary to complete the evaluation. An assessor providing
a chemical use assessment for the court may not have any direct or shared financial
interest or referral relationship resulting.in shared financial gain with a treatment
provider. If an independent assessor is not available, the court may use the services
of an assessor authorized to perform assessments for the county social services agency
under a variance granted under rules adopted by the commissioner of human services
under section 254A.03, subdivision 3. An appointment for the defendant to undergo
the chemical use assessment shall be made by the court, a court services probation
officer, or the court administrator as soon as possible but in no case more than one week
after the defendant’s court appearance. The comprehensive chemical use assessment
must be completed no later than three weeks after the defendant’s court appearance.
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If the assessment is not performed within this time limit, the county where the
defendant is to be sentenced shall perform the assessment. The county of financial
responsibility shall be determined under chapter 256G.

(b) The chemical use assessment report must include a recommended level of care
for the defendant in accordance with the criteria contained in rules adopted by the
commissioner of human services under section 254A.03, subdivision 3.

(c) The state shall reimburse the county for the entire cost of each chemical use
assessment and report at a rate established by the department of human services up to
a maximum of $100 in each case. The county may not be reimbursed for the cost of
any chemical use assessment or report not completed within the time limit provided
in this subdivision. Reimbursement to the county must be made from the general fund.

(d) If the preliminary alcohol problem screening is conducted by an assessor
qualified under rules adopted by the commissioner of human services under section
254A.03, subdivision 3, consists of a comprehensive chemical use assessment of the
defendant, and complies with the chemical use assessment report requirements of
paragraph (b), it is a chemical use assessment for the purposes of this section and the
court may not require the defendant to undergo a second chemical use assessment
under paragraph (a). The state shall reimburse counties for the cost of alcohol problem
screenings that qualify as chemical use assessments under this paragraph in the manner
provided in paragraph (c) in lieu of the reimbursement provisions of section 169.124,
subdivision 3.

Subd. 4a. Reimbursement. The commissioner of public safety shall reimburse
counties for the entire cost of each chemical use assessment and report completed
within the time limit provided under subdivision 4, up to a maximum of $100 in each
case.

[For text of subds 4b and 6, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 c 290 art 105 6;, 1989 ¢ 335 art 4 5 63,64

169.19 TURNING AND STARTING.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 2. U-turns. No vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in the opposite
direction upon any curve, or upon the approach to or near the the crest of a grade, where
such vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of any other vehicle approaching from either
direction within 1,000 feet, nor shall the driver of a vehicle turn the vehicle so as to
proceed in the opposite direction unless the movement can be made safely and without
interfering with other traffic.

[For text of subds 3 to 8, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 204 5 1

169.223 MOTORIZED BICYCLES.

Subdivision 1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, section 169.974
relating to motorcycles is applicable to motorized bicycles, except that:

(1) protective headgear includes headgear that meets the American National Stan-
dard for Protective Headgear for Bicyclists, ANSI Z90.4-1984, approved by the Ameri-
can National Standards Institute, Inc.;

(2) a motorized bicycle equipped with a headlight and taillight meeting the
requirements of lighting for motorcycles may be operated during nighttime hours;

(3) protective headgear is not required for operators 18 years of age or older; and

(4) the provisions of section 169.222 governing the parking of bicycles apply to
motorized bicycles.

Subd. 2. A motorized bicycle may be operated under either a driver’s license or
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a motorized bicycle permit issued under section 171.02, subdivision 3. A person under
the age of 16 operating a motorized bicycle under a motorized bicycle permit is subject
to the restrictions imposed by section 169.974, subdivision 2, on operation of a
motorcycle under a two-wheel instruction permit, except that:

(1) a parent or guardian of an operator under the age of 16 may also ride on the
motorized bicycle as a passenger or operator if the motorized bicycle is equipped with
a seat and foot rests for a second passenger;

(2) amotorized bicycle equipped with a headlight and taillight meeting the require-
ments of lighting for motorcycles may be operated during nighttime hours;

(3) protective headgear includes headgear described in subdivision 1; and

(4) protective headgear is required only until the operator reaches the age of 18
years.

Subd. 3. No person shall operate a motorized bicycle upon a sidewalk at any time,
except when such operation is necessary for the most direct access to a roadway from
a driveway, alley or building. No person shall operate a motorized bicycle that is
carrying any person other than the operator, except as allowed under subdivision 2.

Subd. 4. The provisions of section 169.974, subdivision 5, clause (i), apply to
motorized bicycles that are equipped with headlights. After June 1, 1987, a new
motorized bicycle sold or offered for sale in Minnesota must be equipped with a
headlight.

Subd. 5. (a) A person operating a motorized bicycle on a roadway shall ride as
close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except in one of the
following situations:

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;

(2) when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or
driveway; or .

(3) when reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including fixed or moving
objects, vehicles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow width lanes, that
make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge.

(b) Persons operating motorized bicycles on a roadway may not ride more than
two abreast and may not impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic. On
a laned roadway, a person operating a motorized bicycle shall ride within a single lane.

(c) This section does not permit the operation of a motorized bicycle on a bicycle
path or bicycle lane that is reserved for the exclusive use of nonmotorized traffic.

History: 1989 ¢ 331 s 22

169.34¢ PROHIBITIONS; STOPPING, PARKING.

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid
conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or
traffic-control device, in any of the following places:

(1) On a sidewalk;

(2) In front of a public or private driveway;,

(3) Within an intersection;

(4) Within ten feet of a fire hydrant;

(5) On a crosswalk;

(6) Within 20 fect of a crosswalk at an intersection;

(7) Within 30 feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic-
control signal located at the side of a roadway;

(8) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of points on the
curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different length is
indicated by signs or markings;

(9) Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing;
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(10) Within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of
a street opposite the entrance to any fire station within 75 feet of said entrance when
properly signposted;

(11) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stop-
ping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic;

(12) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of
a street;

(13) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a
highway tunnel, except as otherwise provided by ordinance;

(14) At any place where official signs prohibit stopping.

No person shall move a vehicle not owned by such person into any prohibited area
or away from a curb such distance as is unlawful.

No person shall, for camping purposes, leave or park a travel trailer on or within
the limits of any highway or on any highway right-of-way, except where signs are
erected designating the place as a camp site.

No person shall stop or park a vehicle on a street or highway when directed or
ordered to proceed by any peace officer invested by law with authority to direct, control,
or regulate traffic.

History: 1989 ¢ 3425 16

169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGES FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 2. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, “physically handicapped
person” means a person who:

(1) because of disability cannot walk without significant risk of falling;

(2) because of disability cannot walk 200 feet without stopping to rest;

(3) because of disability cannot walk without the aid of another person, a walker,
a cane, crutches, braces, a prosthetic device, or a wheelchair;

(4) is restricted by a respiratory disease to such an extent that the person’s forced
(respiratory) expiratory volume for one second, when measured by spirometry, is less
than one liter;

(5) has an arterial oxygen tension (PAO2) of less than 60 mm/Hg on room air at
rest;

(6) uses portable oxygen;

(7) has a cardiac condition to the extent that the person’s functional limitations
are classified in severity as class III or class IV according to standards set by the
American Heart Association;

(8) has lost an arm or a leg and does not have or cannot use an artificial limb; or

(9) has a disability that would be aggravated by walking 200 feet under normal
environmental conditions to an extent that would be life threatening.

Subd. 2a. Physician’s or chiropractor’s statement. (a) The commissioner shall
develop a form for the physician’s or chiropractor’s statement. The statement must be
signed by a licensed physician or chiropractor who certifies that the applicant is a
physically handicapped person as defined in subdivision 2. The commissioner may
request additional information from the physician or chiropractor if needed to verify
the applicant’s eligibility. The statement that the applicant is a physically handicapped
person must specify whether the disability is permanent or temporary, and if tempor-
ary, the opinion of the physician or chiropractor as to the duration of the disability.
A physician or chiropractor who fraudulently certifies to the commissioner that a
person is a physically handicapped person as defined in subdivision 2, and that the
person is entitled to the license plates authorized by section 168.021 or to the certificate
authorized by this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of $500.
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(b) The commissioner may waive the requirement of providing a statement of a
licensed physician or chiropractor, if the applicant has previously filed with the com-
missioner a statement of a licensed physician or chiropractor certifying that the
applicant has a permanent physical handicap.

Subd. 3. Identifying certificate. (a) The division of driver and vehicle services in
the department of public safety shall issue a special identifying certificate for a motor
vehicle when a physically handicapped applicant submits proof of physical handicap
under subdivision 2a. The commissioner shall design separate certificates for persons
with permanent and temporary disabilities that can be readily distinguished from each
other from outside a vehicle at a distance of 25 feet. The certificate is valid for the
duration of the person’s disability, as specified in the physician’s or chiropractor’s
statement, up to a maximum of six years. A person with a disability of longer duration
will be required to renew the certificate for additional periods of time, up to six years
each, as specified in the physician’s or chiropractor’s statement.

(b) When the commissioner is satisfied that a motor vehicle is used primarily for
the purpose of transporting physically handicapped persons, the division may issue
without charge a special identifying certificate for the vehicle. The operator of a vehicle
displaying the certificate has the parking privileges provided in subdivision | while the
vehicle is in use for transporting physically handicapped persons. The certificate issued
to a person transporting physically handicapped persons must be renewed every third
year. On application and renewal, the person must present evidence that the vehicle
continues to be used for transporting physically handicapped persons.

(c) A certificate must be made of plastic or similar durable material, must be
distinct from certificates issued before January 1, 1988, and must bear its expiration
date prominently on its face. A certificate issued to a temporarily disabled person must
display the date of expiration of the duration of the disability, as determined under
paragraph (a). Each certificate must have printed on the back a summary of the parking
privileges and restrictions that apply to each vehicle in which it is used. The commis-
sioner may charge a fee of $5 for issuance or renewal of a certificate, and a fee of $5
for a duplicate to replace a lost, stolen, or damaged certificate.

[For text of subd 4, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 209 art 1 s 17; 1989 ¢ 234 s 3-5; 1989 ¢ 301 s 3

169.44 SCHOOL BUSES; STOP SIGNALS; CONDUCT OF OTHER VEHICLES.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1988]

Subd. la. Equipment and color requirements. Every school bus with a seating
capacity in excess of ten persons including the driver, shall be equipped with a stop
signal arm, prewarning flashing amber signals, and flashing red signals. Every new
schoo! bus purchased for delivery after June 1, 1973, for use in the state of Minnesota
as a school bus with a seating capacity in excess of ten persons including the driver, shall
be of a uniform color, national school bus glossy yellow. Any school bus substantially
repainted after June 1, 1973, shall be painted national school bus glossy yellow. Any
school bus or vehicle which satisfies these equipment and color requirements and which
bears signs containing the words “school bus” as provided in subdivision 3 shall be
deemed to be outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus for purposes of this
section.

[For text of subds 1b to 1d, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 2. Loading and unloading passengers; use of signals. (a) A driver of a vehicle
outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus shall actuate the prewarning flashing
amber signals of the bus before stopping to load or unload a school child or children.
The driver shall actuate the flashing amber signals at least 100 feet before stopping in
a speed zone of 35 miles per hour or less and at least 300 feet before stopping in a speed
zone of more than 35 miles per hour. Upon stopping for this purpose, the driver shall
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extend the stop signal arm and actuate the flashing red signals and shall not retract the
stop signal arm and extinguish the flashing red signals until loading or unloading is
completed and persons who must cross the street or highway are safely across.

{b) School bus drivers shall not actuate the prewarning flashing amber signals or
flashing red signals:

(1) in special school bus loading areas wherc the bus is entirely off the traveled
portion of the road;

(2) in residence or business districts of cities except when directed by the local
school administrator;

(3) when a school bus is being usedon a hlghway for purposes other than the actual
transportation of school children to or from school or a school approved activity, in
which event the words “school bus” on the front and rear of the bus shall be removed
or completely concealed;

(4) at railroad grade crossings; and

(5) when loading and unloading persons while the bus is completely off the
traveled portion of a separated, one-way roadway that has adequate shoulders. The
driver shall drive the bus completely off the traveled portion of a separated, one-way
roadway with adequate shoulders before loading or unloading persons.

(c) Where school children must cross the road before boarding or after being
discharged from the bus, the driver of a school bus or a school bus patrol may supervise
such crossings making use of the standard school patrol flag or signal as approved and
prescribed by the commissioner of public safety. When children are alighting from a
school bus, the driver shall visually ascertain that alighting children shall be a safe
distance from the bus before moving the bus.

(d) Vehicles not outwardly equipped and identified as school buses shall load or
unload school children only from the right-hand side of the vehicle, except on a one-way
street such vehicle shall load or unload school children only from the curb side of the
vehicle.

[For text of subds 3 to 17, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 18. Motor coach used for school activities. A school district or a technical
institute shall not acquire a motor coach. Motor coaches acquired by school districts
or technical. institutes before March 26, 1986, may be used by school districts or
technical institutes only to transport students participating in school activities, their
instructors, and supporting personnel, to and from school activities. The motor
coaches shall not in any way be outwardly equipped and identified as school buses. A
motor coach operated under this subdivision is not a school bus for purposes of section
124.225. By August 1, 1986, the state board of education shall adopt rules governing
the equipment, identification, operation, inspection, and certification of motor coaches
operated under this subdivision. After January 1, 1998, a school district or technical
institute shall not own or operate a motor coach for any purpose.

History: 1989 ¢ 204 5 2,3; 1989 ¢ 293 5 75

169.67 BRAKES.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 4. Service brakes on all wheels; exceptions. Every motor vehicle, trailer, or
semitrailer, manufactured after June 30, 1988, and operated upon the highways shall
be equipped with service brakes upon all wheels of every such vehicle, except mobile
cranes not exceeding 45 miles per hour and capable of stopping within the performance
standards of subdivision 5, and except that any motorcycle, any semitrailer of less than
1,500 pounds gross weight, a third wheel, of a swivel type, on a travel trailer, a
temporary auxiliary axle attached to a motor vehicle during the period of road restric-
tions for the purpose of relieving weight of another axle, when the temporary auxiliary
axle and the axle to be relieved do not exceed the combined gross weight of 18,000
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pounds, and the vehicle to which such temporary axle is attached meets the brake
requirements of this section, need not be equipped with brakes; and except, further;
that brakes are not required on the front wheels of vehicles manufactured before July
1, 1988, having three or more axles or upon more than one wheel of a motorcycle
provided the brakes on the other wheels are adequate to stop the vehicle in accordance
with the braking performance requirements of subdivision 5.

[For text of subd 5, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 342 s 17

169.686 SEAT BELT USE REQUIRED; PENALTY.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 3. Appropriation; special account. The fines collected for a violation of
subdivision 1 must be deposited in the state treasury and credited to a special account
to be known as the emergency medical services relief account. Money in the account
shall be distributed to the eight regional emergency medical services systems designated
by the commissioner under section 144.8093, for personnel education and training,
equipment and vehicle purchases, and operational expenses of emergency life support
transportation services. The board of directors of each emergency medical services
region shall establish criteria for funding.

History: 1989 c 288 s 1

169.73 BUMPERS, SAFEGUARDS.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. As used in this section, “private passenger vehicle”
means a four-wheeled passenger automobile as defined in section 168.01 1, subdivision
7; a van as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 28; a pickup truck as defined in
section 168.011, subdivision 29; and a jeep-type automobile or other multipurpose
vehicle. “Private passenger vehicle” does not include a collector vehicle or collector
military vehicle as defined in section 168.10.

“Suspension system” includes both the front and rear wheels and tires of a vehicle
as specified in subdivision 3.

Subd. 2. Bumper requirement. All private passenger vehicles shall be equipped
with front and rear bumpers, except that pickup trucks and vans shall be cquipped with
front bumpers and with either rear bumpers or reflectors.

Subd 3. Bumper restrictions. No person shall operate a private passenger vehicle
that: - (a) was originally equipped with bumpers as standard equipment, unless the
vehicle is equipped with bumpers equal to the original equipment; or (b) has a
suspension system or body so modified that the height of the vehicle or any bumpers
varies more than six inches from the original manufactured height for the vehicle.

Subd. 4. Maximum bumper height. Notwithstanding the restrictions contained in
subdivision 3, bumpers required under this section shall not exceed a height of (1) 20
inches on any passenger automobile or station wagon or (2) 25 inches on any four-wheel
drive multipurpose type vehicle, van as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 28, or
pickup truck as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 29, when the vehicle is being
operated on a public highway. The height of the bumper shall be determined by
measuring from the bottom of the bumper, excluding any vertical bumper attachments,
to the ground. A vehicle which has an original bumper which does not exceed a height
of 30 inches may be modified by attaching a full width bumper to the regular bumper
to meet the height requirement. The attached bumper must be at least 4.5 inches in
vertical height, be centered on the vehicle’s centerline, extend at least ten inches on
either side of the frame, and be attached to the frame in at least four places with angle
braces at no less than 45 degrees so that it effectively transfers impact to an extent equal
to or greater than the original bumper.

Competent evidence that a vehicle was originally manufactured with bumpers
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higher than prescribed in this subdivision shall be an affirmative defense in any action
under this section.

Subd. 4a. Rear-end protection for other vehicles. Vehicles other than private
passenger vehicles, collector vehicles, collector military vehicles, and other vehicles
specifically exempted by law from such requirements must meet the rear-end protection
requirements of federal motor carrier regulations, Code of Federal Regulations, title
49, section 393.86.

Subd. 5. Penalty. Any person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: 1989 c 204 s 4

169.75 FLARES, FLAGS AND REFLECTORS.

Subdivision 1. Number required. No person shall operate any motor vehicle towing
a travel trailer, any passenger bus, or any other motor vehicle or combination of
vehicles of an actual gross weight or manufacturer’s rated gross weight of more than
10,000 pounds at any location upon an interstate highway or freeway or upon any other
highway outside of a business or residence district at any time from a half hour after
sunset to a half hour before sunrise, unless there shall be carried in such vehicle the
following equipment except as otherwise provided in subdivision 2.

At least three flares or three red electric lanterns or three emergency reflective
triangles or three portable red reflector devices, each of which shall be capable of being
seen and distinguished at a distance of 500 feet under normal atmospheric conditions
at nighttime.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 3. Flags and reflectors. No person shall operate any motor vehicle towing
a travel trailer, any passenger bus, or any other motor vehicle or combination of
vehicles of an actual gross weight or manufacturer’s rated gross weight of more than
10,000 pounds at any location upon any interstate highway or freeway or upon any
other highway outside of a business or residence district unless there shall be carried
in such vehicle at least three emergency reflective triangles or two red, yellow, or orange
flags not less than 12 inches square which shall be displayed at any time from one-half
hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset under circumstances which would
require the use of warning lights at night and in the manner and position governing the
use of warning lights as prescribed in subdivision 5, except a flag or reflector is not
required to be displayed at the ten foot distance.

[For text of subds 4 and 5, see M.S. '_1 988]
History: 1989 ¢ 3425 18,19

169.791 CRIMINAL PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO PRODUCE PROOF OF INSUR-
ANCE.

Subdivision 1. Terms. (a) For purposes of this section and sections 169.792 to
169.796, the following terms have the meanings given.

(b) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of public safety.

(c) “Insurance identification card” means a card issued by an obligor to an insured
stating that security as required by section 65B.48 has been provided for the insured’s
vehicle.

(d) “Proof of insurance” means an insurance identification card, written state-
ment, or insurance policy as defined by section 65B.14, subdivision 2.

(e) “Written statement” means a written statement by a licensed insurance agent
in a form acceptable to the commissioner stating that security has been provided for
the insured’s vehicle and the dates of the coverage.

Subd. 2. Requirement for driver whether or not the owner. Every driver shall have
in possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle and shall produce on demand
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of a peace officer proof of insurance in force at the time of the demand covering the
vehicle being operated. If the driver is unable to produce the required proof of
insurance upon the demand of a peace officer, the driver shall, within 14 days after the
demand, produce proof of insurance stating that security had been provided for the
vehicle that was being operated at the time of the demand, or the name and address
of the owner to the place stated in the notice provided by the officer. The required proof
of insurance may be sent by mail by the driver as long as it is received within 14 days.
Except as provided in subdivision 3, any driver who fails to produce proof of insurance
as required by this section within 14 days of the demand is guilty of a misdemeanor.
The peace officer may mail the citation to the address given by the driver or to the
address stated on the driver’s license, and such service by mail is valid notwithstanding
section 629.34. It is not a defense to service that a person failed to notify the
department of public safety of a change of name or address as required under section
171.11. The citation may be sent after the 14-day period. A driver who is not the owner
of the motor vehicle or motorcycle does not violate this section unless the driver knew
or had reason to know that the owner did not have proof of insurance required by this
section.

Subd. 3. Requirement for driver who is not the owner. If the driver is not the owner
of the vehicle, the driver shall, within 14 days of the officer’s demand, provide the
officer with proof of insurance or the name and address of the owner. Any driver under
this subdivision who fails to provide proof of insurance or to inform the officer of the
name and address of the owner within 14 days of the officer’s demand is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

Subd. 4. Requirement for owner who is not the driver. The officer may send or
provide a notice to the owner of the motor vehicle requiring the owner to produce proof
of insurance for the vehicle that was being operated at the time of the demand. Notice
by mail is presumed to be received five days after mailing and shall be sent to the
owner’s current address or the address listed on the owner’s driver’s license. Within
14 days after receipt of the notice, the owner shall produce the required proof of
insurance to the place stated in the notice received by the owner. The required proof
of insurance may be sent by mail by the owner as long as it is received within 14 days.
Any owner who fails to produce proof of insurance within 14 days of an officer’s request
is guilty of a misdemeanor. It is an affirmative defense to a charge against the owner
that the driver used the owner’s vehicle without consent or misrepresented his or her
insurance coverage to the owner. The peace officer may mail the citation to the owner’s
current address or address stated on the owner’s driver’s license. It is not a defense that
a person failed to notify the department of public safety of a change of name or address
as required under section 171.11. The citation may be sent after the 14-day period.

Subd. 5. Exemptions. Buses or other commercial vehicles operated by the metro-
politan transit commission, commercial vehicles required to file proof of insurance
pursuant to chapter 221, and school buses as defined in section 171.01, subdivision 21,
are exempt from this section.

Subd. 6. Penalty. Any violation of this section is a misdemeanor.
History: 1989 ¢ 321 s 10

169.792 REVOCATION OF LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO PRODUCE PROOF
OF INSURANCE. :

Subdivision 1. Implied consent. Any driver or owner of a motor vehicle consents,
subject to the provisions of this section and section 169.791, to the requirement of
having possession of proof of insurance, and to the revocation of the person’s license
if the driver or owner is unable to produce the required proof of insurance within 14
days of an officer’s demand. Any driver of a motor vehicle who is not the owner of the
motor vehicle consents, subject to the provisions of this section and section 169.791,
to providing to the officer the name and address of the owner of the motor vehicle or
motorcycle.

Subd. 2. Requirement for driver whether or not the owner. Except as provided in
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subdivision 3, every driver of a motor vehicle shall, within 14 days after the demand
of a peace officer, produce proof of insurance in force for the vehicle that was being
operated at the time of the demand, to the place stated in the notice provided by the
officer. The required proof of insurance may be sent by the driver by mail as long as
itis received within 14 days. A driver who is not the owner does not violate this section
unless the driver knew or had reason to know that the owner did not have proof of
insurance required by this section.

Subd. 3. Requirement for driver who is not the owner. If the driver is not the owner
of the vehicle, then the driver shall within 14 days of the officer’s demand provide the
officer with proof of insurance or the name and address of the owner.

Subd. 4. Requirement for owner who is not the driver. The officer may send or
provide a notice to the owner requiring the owner to produce proof of insurance in force
at the time of the demand covering the motor vehicle being operated. The notice shall
be sent to the owner’s current address or the address listed on the owner’s driver’s
license. Within 14 days after receipt of the notice, the owner shall produce the required
proof of insurance to the place stated in the notice received by the owner. Notice by
mail is presumed to be received within five days after mailing. It is not a defense that
a person failed to notify the department of public safety of a change of name or address
as required under section 171.11.

Subd. 5. Noetice of revocation. When proof of insurance is demanded and none is
in possession, the officer shall give the driver written notice as provided herein. If the
driver is not the owner and does not produce the required proof of insurance within
14 days of the demand, the officer may send written notice to the owner of the vehicle.
The department of public safety shall prescribe a form setting forth the written notice
to be provided to the driver or owner. The notice shall specify the place to which the
driver or owner must produce the proof of insurance. The notice shall also state:

(1) that Minnesota law requires every driver and owner to produce an insurance
identification card, insurance policy, or written statement indicating that the vehicle
had insurance at the time of an officer’s demand within 14 days of the demand,
provided, however, that a driver who does not own the vehicle shall provide the name
and address of the owner;

(2) that if the driver fails to produce the information within 14 days from the date
of demand or if the owner fails to produce the information within 14 days of receipt
of the notice from the peace officer, the commissioner of public safety shall revoke the
person’s driver’s license or permit to drive, or nonresident operating privileges for a
minimum of 30 days;

(3) that any person who displays or causes another to display an insurance
identification card, insurance policy, or written statement, knowing that the insurance
is not in force, is guilty of a misdemeanor; and

(4) that any person who alters or makes a fictitious identification card, insurance
policy, or written statement, or knowingly displays an altered or fictitious identification
card, insurance policy, or written statement, is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Subd. 6. Report to the commissioner of public safety. If a driver fails to produce
the required proof of insurance or name and address of the owner within 14 days of
the demand, the officer shall report the failure to the commissioner and may send a
written notice to the owner. If the owner fails to produce the required proof of
insurance within 14 days of receipt of the notice, the officer shall report the failure to
the commissioner.

Subd. 7. License revocation. Upon receiving the notification under subdivision 6,
the commissioner shall revoke the person’s driver’s license or permit to drive, or
nonresident operating privileges. The revocation shall be effective beginning 14 days
after the date of notification by the officer to the department of public safety. In order
to be revoked, notice must have been given or mailed to the person, as provided in this
section. The person’s driver’s license or permit to drive, or nonresident operating
privileges, shall be revoked for the longer of: (i) 30 days, or (ii) until the driver or owner
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files proof of insurance with the department of public safety satisfactory to the commis-
sioner of public safety.

Subd. 8. Administrative and judicial review. At any time during a period of
revocation imposed under this section, a driver or owner may request in writing a
review of the order of revocation by the commissioner. Upon receiving a request, the
commissioner or the commissioner’s designee shall review the order, the evidence upon
which the order was based, and any other material information brought to the attention
of the commissioner, and determine whether sufficient cause exists to sustain the order.
Within 15 days of receiving the request, the commissioner shall send the results of the
review in writing to the person requesting the review. The review provided in this
subdivision is not subject to the contested case provisions of the administrative
procedure act in sections 14.01 to 14.69.

The availability of administrative review for an order of revocation shall have no
effect upon the availability of judicial review under section 171.19.

Subd. 9. Notice of action to other states. When it has been finally determined that
a nonresident’s operating privilege in this state has been revoked or denied, the
commissioner of public safety shall give information in writing of the action taken to
the official in charge of traffic control or public safety of the state of the person’s
residence and of any state in which the person has a license.

Subd. 10. Termination of revocation period. Before reinstatement of a driver’s
license or permit to drive, or nonresident operating privileges, the driver or owner shall
produce proof of insurance indicating that the driver or owner has insurance coverage
satisfactory to the commissioner. The commissioner may require the insurance
identification card provided to satisfy this subdivision be certified by the insurance
carrier to be noncancelable for a period not to exceed 12 months. The commissioner
of public safety may also require an insurance identification card to be filed with respect
to any and all vehicles required to be insured under section 65B.48 and owned by any
person whose driving privileges have been revoked as provided in this section before
reinstating the person’s driver’s license.

Subd. i1. Exemptions. Buses or other commercial vehicles operated by the
metropolitan transit commission, commercial vehicles required to file proof of insur-
ance pursuant to chapter 221, and school buses as defined in section 171.01, subdivi-
sion 21, are exempt from this section.

History: 1989 ¢ 321 s 11

169.793 UNLAWFUL ACTS.
Subdivision 1. Acts. It shall be unlawful for any person:

(1) to issue, to display, or cause or permit to be displayed, or have in possession,
an insurance identification card, policy, or written statement knowing or having reason
to know that the insurance is not in force or is not in force as to the motor vehicle or
motorcycle in question;

_(2) to alter or make a fictitious insurance identification card, policy, or written
statement; and

(3) to display an altered or fictitious insurance identification card, insurance
policy, or written statement knowing or having reason to know that the proof has been
altered or is fictitious.

Subd. 2. Penalty. Any person who violates any of the provisions of subdivision
1 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

History: 1989 ¢ 3215 12

169.794 APPLICATION OF OTHER LAW.

The provisions of section 45.027 do not apply to license revocations under section
169.792.

History: 1989 ¢ 321 s 13
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169.795 RULES.

The commissioner of public safety shall adopt rules necessary to implement
sections 168.041, subdivisions la, 4, and 4a; 169.09, subdivision 14; and 169.791 to
169.796.

History: 1989 ¢ 3215 14

169.796 VERIFICATION OF INSURANCE COVERAGE.

An insurance company shall release information to the department of public safety
or the law enforcement authorities necessary to the verification of insurance coverage.
An insurance company or its agent acting on its behalf, or an authorized person who
releases the above information, whether oral or written, acting in good faith, is immune
from any liability, civil or criminal, arising in connection with the release of the
information.

History: 1989 ¢ 3215 15

169.81 HEIGHT AND LENGTH LIMITATION.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 2. Length of vehicles. (a) No single unit motor vehicle, except mobile cranes
which may not exceed 48 feet, unladen or with load may exceed a length of 40 feet
extreme overall dimensions inclusive of front and rear bumpers, except that the
governing body of a city is authorized by permit to provide for the maximum length
of a motor vehicle, or combination of motor vehicles, or the number of vehicles that
may be fastened together, and which may be operated upon the streets or highways of
a city; provided, that the permit may not prescribe a length less than that permitted by
state law. A motor vehicle operated in compliance with the permit on the streets or
highways of the city is not in violation of this chapter.

(b) No single semitrailer may have an overall length, exclusive of non-cargo-
carrying accessory equipment, including refrigeration units or air compressors, neces-
sary for safe and efficient operation mounted or located on the end of the semitrailer
adjacent to the truck or truck-tractor, in excess of 48 feet, except that a single semi-
trailer may have an overall length in excess of 48 feet but not greater than 53 feet if the
distance from the kingpin to the centerline of the rear axle group of the semitrailer does
not exceed 41 feet. No single trailer may have an overall length inclusive of tow bar
assembly and exclusive of rear protective bumpers which do not increase the overall
length by more than six inches, in excess of 45 feet. For determining compliance with
the provisions of this subdivision, the length of the semitrailer or trailer must be
determined separately from the overall length of the combination of vehicles.

(c) No semitrailer or trailer used in a three-vehicle combination may have an
overall length, exclusive of non-cargo-carrying accessory equipment, including refriger-
ation units or air compressors, necessary for safe and efficient operation mounted or
located on the end of the semitrailer or trailer adjacent to the truck or truck-tractor,
and further exclusive of the tow bar assembly, in excess of 28-1/2 feet. The commission-
er may not grant a permit authorizing the movement, in a three-vehicle combination,
of a semitrailer or trailer that exceeds 28-1/2 feet, except that the commissioner may
renew a permit that was granted before April 16, 1984, for the movement of a
semitrailer or trailer that exceeds the length limitation in this paragraph.

[For text of subds 3 to 10, see M.S.1988)
History: 1989 ¢ 250 s 2

169.86 SPECIAL PERMITS.
[For text of subds I to 4, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 5. Fees. The commissioner, with respect to highways under the commis-
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sioner’s jurisdiction, may charge a fee for each permit issued. All such fees for permits
issued by the commissioner of transportation shall be deposited in the state treasury
and credited to the trunk highway fund. Except for those annual permits for which the
permit fees are specified elsewhere in this chapter, the fees shall be:

(a) $15 for each single trip permit.

(b) $36 for each job permit. A job permit may be issued for like loads carried on
a specific route for a period not to exceed two months. “Like loads” means loads of
the same product, weight, and dimension. .

(c) $60 for an annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 consecutive
months. Annual permits may be issued for:

(1) refuse compactor vehicles that carry a gross weight up to but not in excess of
22,000 pounds on a single rear axle and not in excess of 38,000 pounds on a tandem
rear axle;

(2) motor vehicles used to alleviate a temporary crisis adversely affecting the safety
or well-being of the public;

(3) motor vehicles which travel on interstate highways and carry loads authorized
under subdivision la;

(4) motor vehicles operating with gross weights authorized under section 169.825,
subdivision 11, paragraph (a), clause (3); and
(5) special pulpwood vehicles described in section 169.863.

(d) $120 for an oversize annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12
consecutive months. Annual permits may be issued for:

(1) mobile cranes;

(2) construction equipment, machinery, and supplies;

(3) manufactured homes;

(4) farm equipment when the movement is not made according to the provisions
of section 169.80, subdivision 1, paragraphs (a) to (f);

(5) double-deck buses;

(6) commercial boat hauling.

(e) For vehicles which have axle weights exceeding the weight limitations of
section 169.825, an additional cost added to the fees listed above. The additional cost
is equal to the product of the distance traveled times the sum of the overweight axle
group cost factors shown in the following chart:

Overweight Axle Group Cost Factors

Weight (pounds) Cost Per Mile For Each Group Of:

exceeding Two consec- Three consec- Four consec-
weight limi- utive axles utive axles utive axles
tations on spaced within spaced within spaced with-
axles 8 feet or 9 feet or in 14 feet
. less less or less
0-2,000 .100 .040 .036
2,001-4,000 .124 .050 .044
4,001-6,000 .150 .062 .050
6,001-8,000 Not permitted .078 .056
8,001-10,000 Not permitted .094 .070
10,001-12,000 Not permitted 116 .078
12,001-14,000 Not permitted .140 .094
14,001-16,000 Not permitted .168 .106
16,001-18,000 Not permitted .200 .128
18,001-20,000 Not permitted Not permitted .140
20,001-22,000 Not permitted Not permitted .168

The amounts added are rounded to the nearest cent for each axle or axle group.
The additional cost does not apply to paragraph (c), clauses (1) and (3).
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(f) As an alternative to paragraph (e), an annual permit may be issued for over-
weight, or oversize and overweight, construction equipment, machinery, and supplies.
The fees for the permit are as follows:

Gross Weight (pounds) of vehicle Annual Permit Fee

90,000 or less $200
90,001 - 100,000 $300
100,001 - 110,000 $400
110,001 - 120,000 . $500
120,001 - 130,000 $600
130,001 - 140,000 $700
140,001 - 145,000 ' $800

If the gross weight of the vehicle is more than 145,000 pounds the permit fee is
determined under paragraph (e).

(g) For vehicles which exceed the width limitations set forth in section 169.80 by
more than 72 inches, an additional cost equal to $120 added to the amount in
paragraph (a) when the permit is issued while seasonal load restrictions pursuant to
section 169.87 are in effect.

[For text of subds 6 and 7, see M.S.1988]
History: 1989 ¢ 250 s 3; 1989 ¢ 299 s 1

169.863 SPECIAL PULPWOOD VEHICLE PERMIT.

Subdivision 1. Special vehicle. The commissioner may issue a permit for a vehicle
that meets the following requirements:

(a) There must be no more than two support points for the vehicle or for each
vehicle of a vehicle combination. The support point of each axle group must be capable
of distributing the load equally to each axle of the group with a variance of no more
than 3,000 pounds between any two axles of the group.

(b) The maximum wheel load may not exceed the tire manufacturer’s recom-
mended load or the following weight limits, whichever is less:

(1) front steering axles, 550 pounds per inch;

(2) other single axles, 500 pounds per inch;

(3) tandem axles, 450 pounds per inch; and

(4) tridem or quad axle groups, 425 pounds per inch.

(c) The axle group weights must comply with the limitations of section 169.825,
subdivision 10.

(d) The vehicle may not be equipped with a variable load axle, unless the variable
load axle cannot be operated from the cab of the vehicle.

(e) The vehicle transports pole-length pulpwood, carries a gross vehicle weight of
not more than 82,000 pounds, and has six axles.

Subd. 2. Permit restrictions. A vehicle operating under a permit issued under this
section may not travel on an interstate highway. The permit does not authorize the
vehicle to exceed allowable gross weights that restrict travel on a highway or bridge
under the authority of the commissioner or a local road authority.

History: 1989 ¢ 299 s 2

169.91 ARRESTS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 3. Notice to appear. When a person is arrested for any violation of any law
or ordinance relating to motor vehicles, their registration or their operation, or the use
of the highways, the arresting officer shall prepare a written notice to appear in court.
This place must be before a judge within the county in which the offense charged is
alleged to have been committed who has jurisdiction and is nearest or most accessible
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with reference to the place of arrest. If the offense is a petty misdemeanor, the notice
to appear must include a statement that a failure to appear will be considered a plea
of guilty and waiver of the right to trial, unless the failure to -appear is due to
circumstances beyond the person’s control.

[For text of subd 4, see M.S.1988]
History: /1989 ¢ 333 s 1

169.92 FAILURE TO APPEAR.

Subdivision 1. A person may appear in court either in person or through an
appearance by counsel. A person is not required to sign a written promise to appear.

Subd. 2. When a person fails to appear in court in response 1o a notice to appear
prepared under section 169.91, subdivision 3, or fails to comply with other orders of
the court regarding the appearance or proceedings, the court shall notify the commis-
sioner of public safety of the nonappearance or noncompliance upon a form provided
by the commissioner.

Subd. 3. Upon receipt of notice from the court that a nonresident did not appear
in court, the commissioner of public safety shall forward a copy of the report to the
driver licensing authority of the state, district, territory, possession, or province of
residence of the person.

Subd. 4. (a) Upon receiving a report from the court, or from the driver licensing
authority of a state, district, territory, or possession of the United States or a province
of a foreign country which has an agreement in effect with this state pursuant to section
169.91, that a resident of this state or a person licensed as a driver in this state did not
appear in court in compliance with the terms of a citation, the commissioner of public
safety shall notify the driver that the driver’s license will be suspended unless the
commissioner receives notice within 30 days that the driver has appeared in the
appropriate court or, if the offense is a petty misdemeanor for which a guilty plea was
entered under section 609.491, that the person has paid any fine imposed by the court.
If the commissioner does not receive notice of the appearance in the appropriate court
or payment of the fine within 30 days of the date of the commissioner’s notice to the
driver, the commissioner may suspend the driver’s license.

(b) The order of suspension shall indicate the reason for the order and shall notify
the driver that the driver’s license shall remain suspended until the driver has furnished
evidence, satisfactory to the commissioner, of compliance with any order entered by
the court.

(c) Suspension shall be ordered under this subdivision only when the report clearly
identifies the person arrested; describes the violation, specifying the section of the
traffic law, ordinance or rule violated; indicates the location and date of the offense; and
describes the vehicle involved and its registration number.

History: 1989 ¢ 228 s 1, 1989 ¢ 33356

16998 POLICE OR PATROL VEHICLES; SECURITY GUARD VEHICLES; MARK-
INGS AND COLORS, USE AND OPERATION.

[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 5. Vehicle security barrier; exemption. Marked state patrol vehicles are
exempt from compliance with any rule requiring a security barrier between the front
and rear seats of the vehicle. A state patrol vehicle shall be equipped with a security
barrier at the option of the officer assigned the vehicle.

History: 1989c 17 s 1

169.99 UNIFORM TRAFFIC TICKET.

Subdivision 1. (a) Except as provided in subdivision 3, there shall be a uniform
ticket issued throughout the state by the police and peace officers or by any other person
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for violations of this chapter and ordinances in conformity thereto. Such uniform
traffic ticket shall be in the form and have the effect of a summons and complaint.
Except as provided in paragraph (b), the uniform ticket shall state that if the defendant
fails to appear in court in response to the ticket, an arrest warrant may be issued. The
uniform traffic ticket shall consist of four parts, on paper sensitized so that copies may
be made without the use of carbon paper, as follows:

(1) the complaint, with reverse side for officer’s notes for testifying in court,
driver’s past record, and court’s action, printed on white paper;

(2) the abstract of court record for the department of public safety, which shall be
a copy of the complaint with the certificate of conviction on the reverse side, printed
on yellow paper;

(3) the police record, which shall be a copy of the complaint and of the reverse side
of copy (1), printed on pink paper;

(4) the summons, with, on the reverse side, such information as the court may wish
to give concerning the traffic violations bureau, and a plea of guilty and waiver, printed
on off-white tag stock.

(b) If the offense is a petty misdemeanor, the uniform ticket must state that a
failure to appear will be considered a plea of guilty and waiver of the right to trial, unless
the failure to appear is due to circumstances beyond the person’s control.

[For text of subds 1a to 2, see M.S.1988]

Subd. 3. Any city of the first class, through its governing body, may alter by
deletion or addition the uniform traffic ticket in such manner as it deems advisable for
use in such city, provided that it includes the notice required by subdivision 1,
paragraph (b). In respect to any public corporation organized and existing pursuant
to sections 473.601 to 473.679, whose ordinances and regulations for the control of
traffic are enforced through prosecution in the municipal court of one or the other of
the cities of the first class included within such public corporation, the traffic ticket used
in such enforcement shall conform to that used by the city of the first class in whose
municipal court its ordinances and regulations are enforced, except as to color and as
to information uniquely applying to such public corporation and to its ordinances and
regulations. :

History: 1989 ¢ 333 5 2,3
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