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CHAPTER 548 

JUDGMENTS 

548.06 Damages for libel. S48.I81 Discharge of judgments against 
348.091 Support, maintenance, or county bankruptcy debtors. 

reimbursement judgments. 548.27 Filing and status of foreign judgments. 
548.18 Repealed. 548.30 Fees. 

548.06 DAMAGES FOR LIBEL. 
In an action for damages for the publication of a libel in a newspaper, the plaintiff 

shall recover no more than special damages, unless a retraction be demanded and 
refused as hereinafter provided. The plaintiff shall serve upon the publisher at the 
principal place of publication, a notice, specifying the statements claimed to be libel
ous, and requesting that the same be withdrawn. If a retraction thereof be not published 
on the same page and in the same type and the statement headed in 18-point type or 
larger "RETRACTION," as were the statements complained of, in a regular issue 
thereof published within one week after such service, the plaintiff may allege such 
notice, demand, and failure to retract in the complaint and recover both special and 
general damages, if the cause of action be maintained. If such retraction be so 
published, the plaintiff may still recover general damages, unless the defendant shall 
show that the libelous publication was made in good faith and under a mistake as to 
the facts. If the plaintiff was a candidate for office at the time of the libelous 
publication, no retraction shall be available unless published on the same page and in 
the same type and the statement headed in 18-point type or larger "RETRACTION," 
as were the statements complained of, in a regular issue thereof published within one 
week after such service and in a conspicuous place on the editorial page, nor if the libel 
was published within one week next before the election. This section shall not apply 
to any libel imputing unchastity. 

History: 1987 c 49 s 14 

548.091 SUPPORT, MAINTENANCE, OR COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT JUDG
MENTS. 

Subdivision 1. Docketing of judgment. A judgment for unpaid amounts under a 
judgment or decree of dissolution or legal separation, determination of parentage, an 
order under chapter 518C, an order under section 256.87, or an order under section 
260.251, any of which provide for installment or periodic payments of child support, 
maintenance, or reimbursement to a county for the cost of care, examination, or 
treatment of a child, or any combination of those items, shall be entered and docketed 
by the court administrator only when ordered by the court or when the following 
conditions are met: 

(a) The obligee or the public authority determines that the obligor is at least 30 
days in arrears; 

(b) The obligee or public authority serves a copy of an affidavit of default and 
notice of intent to enter judgment on the obligor by mail at the obligor's last known 
post office address. Service shall be deemed complete upon mailing in the manner 
designated. The affidavit shall state the full name, occupation, place of residence, and 
last known post office address of the obligor, the name and post office address of the 
obligee, the date of the first unpaid amount, the date of the last unpaid amount, and 
the total amount unpaid; 

(c) The obligor fails within 20 days after mailing of the notice either to pay all 
unpaid amounts or to request a hearing on the issue of whether arrears claimed owing 
have been paid and to seek, ex parte, a stay of entry of judgment; and 

(d) Not less than 20 days after service on the obligor in the manner provided, the 
obligee or public authority files with the court administrator the affidavit of default 
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together with proof of service and, if payments have been received by the obligee or 
public authority since execution of the affidavit of default, a supplemental affidavit 
setting forth the amount of payment received. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 331 s 6 

548.18 [Repealed, 1987 c 26 s 8] 

548.181 DISCHARGE OF JUDGMENTS AGAINST BANKRUPTCY DEBTORS. 
Subdivision 1. Application for discharge. A judgment debtor who has received a 

discharge under United States Code, title 11, or an interested party upon paying a filing 
fee of $5, may apply to the court administrator of any court for the discharge of all 
judgments entered in that court against the judgment debtor that were ordered dis
charged by the bankruptcy discharge. 

Subd. 2. Application requirements; service. An application under subdivision 1 
must identify each judgment to be discharged, must be accompanied by a certified copy 
of the judgment debtor's bankruptcy discharge or a certificate by the clerk of the United 
States bankruptcy court of the discharge, must state the time the judgment creditor has 
to object as specified in subdivision 3 and the grounds for objection as specified in 
subdivision 4, must be served at the expense of the applicant on each judgment creditor 
in the manner provided for the service of a summons in a civil action, and must be 
accompanied by an affidavit of service. 

Subd. 3. Objection to discharge. The court administrator shall discharge each 
judgment except a judgment in favor of a judgment creditor who has filed an objection 
to discharge of the judgment within 20 days after service of the application on the 
judgment creditor. An objection to discharge of a judgment must be served on the 
judgment debtor in the same manner as an answer in a civil action. 

Subd. 4. Court order. If a judgment creditor objects to the discharge of a judgment, 
on motion of the judgment debtor, the judgment creditor, or other interested party, the 
court shall order the judgment discharged except to the extent that: (1) the debt 
represented by the judgment was not discharged by the bankruptcy discharge; or (2) the 
judgment was an enforceable lien on real property when the bankruptcy discharge was 
entered. If the judgment was an enforceable lien on some, but not all, real property of 
the judgment debtor, the discharge shall only be entered as to real property not subject 
to an enforceable lien. 

History: 1987 c 26 s 6 

548.27 FILING AND STATUS OF FOREIGN JUDGMENTS. 
A certified copy of any foreign judgment may be filed in the office of the court 

administrator of any district court of this state. The court administrator shall treat the 
foreign judgment in the same manner as a judgment of any district court or the supreme 
court of this state, and upon the filing of a certified copy of a foreign judgment in the 
office of the court administrator of district court of a county, it may not be filed in 
another district court in the state. A judgment so filed has the same effect and is subject 
to the same procedures, defenses and proceedings for reopening, vacating, or staying 
as a judgment of a district court or the supreme court of this state, and may be enforced 
or satisfied in like manner. 

History: 1987 c 273 s 1 

548.30 FEES. 
Any person filing a foreign judgment shall pay to the court administrator the same 

fee as provided for filing a civil action in district court. Fees for docketing, transcrip
tion or other enforcement proceedings shall be as provided for judgments of any district 
court of this state. 

History: 7957 c 273 s 2 
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