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CHAPTER 504 

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS 

S04.24 Property abandonment. 

504.24 PROPERTY ABANDONMENT. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 2. If a landlord, an agent or other person acting under the landlord's 
direction or control, in possession of a tenant's personal property, fails to allow the 
tenant to retake possession of the property within 24 hours after written demand by 
the tenant or the tenant's duly authorized representative or within 48 hours, exclusive 
of weekends and holidays, after written demand by the tenant or a duly authorized 
representative when the landlord, the landlord's agent or person acting under the 
landlord's direction or control has removed and stored the personal property in 
accordance with subdivision 1 in a location other than the premises, the tenant shall 
recover from the landlord punitive damages not to exceed $300 in addition to actual 
damages and reasonable attorney's fees. In determining the amount of punitive 
damages the court shall consider (a) the nature and value of the property; (b) the effect 
the deprivation of the property has had on the tenant; (c) if the landlord, an agent or 
other person acting under the landlord's direction or control unlawfully took possession 
of the tenant's property; and (d) if the landlord, an agent or other person under the 
landlord's direction or control acted in bad faith in failing to allow the tenant to retake 
possession of the property. The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to 
personal property which has been sold or otherwise disposed of by the landlord in 
accordance with subdivision 1, or to landlords who are housing authorities, created or 
authorized to be created by sections 469.001 to 469.047, and their agents and employ­
ees, in possession of a tenant's personal property, except that housing authorities must 
allow the tenant to retake possession of the property in accordance with this subdivi­
sion. 

[For text ofsubd 3, see M.S. 1986] 
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