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CHAPTER 458A 

LOCAL TRANSIT COMMISSIONS 

458A.03 Commission; organization and 
operation. 

458A.03 COMMISSION; ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 7, see M.S.1986] 

Subd. 8. Legal status; general powers. The transit area, with the commission as 
its governing body, shall be a public corporation and a political subdivision of the state. 
All the powers vested and obligations or duties imposed upon the commission and acts 
of the commission by sections 458A.01 to 458A.15 shall be deemed to be those of the 
transit area wherever necessary or appropriate, and shall be exercised, performed, and 
discharged in behalf of the area by the commission in its name as a public corporation 
and with like force and effect as if done in the name of the area, and for all such 
purposes, the commission shall have the same status and powers as the area. The chair 
and secretary of the commission shall have such powers as are delegated to them by 
the commission. The commission may sue and be sued and may enter into contracts 
which may be necessary or proper. 

The commission may operate paratransit services, as denned in section 174.22, 
subdivision 6, and may exercise such other powers conferred upon it by sections 
458A.01 to 458A. 15, including the power to acquire property, as may be necessary and 
proper to operation of such services or the application for and receipt of such assist­
ance. 

Except as otherwise provided, the commission may, within the transit area, acquire 
by purchase, lease, gift, or condemnation proceedings any real or personal property, 
franchises, easements, or other rights which may be necessary or proper and may 
acquire real property in such manner for use as terminal facilities, maintenance and 
garage facilities, ramps, parking areas and other facilities useful for or related to any 
public transit system. The commission shall have power to acquire by purchase, lease, 
or gift all or any part of the plant, equipment, shares of stock, property, real, personal, 
or mixed, rights in property, reserve funds, special funds, franchises, licenses, patents, 
permits and papers, documents and records belonging to any operator of a public 
transit system within the area, and to lease property and to transfer or convey by sale 
or otherwise any property or rights to others, or to exchange the same for other property 
or rights which are useful for its purposes, and may in connection therewith assume any 
or all liabilities of any operator of a public transit system. The commission, without 
limitation, may acquire or construct and equip terminal facilities, maintenance and 
garage facilities, ramps, transit lanes or rights of way, parking areas and other facilities 
useful for or related to any public transit system and may hold, use, improve, operate, 
maintain, lease, sell, or otherwise dispose of any of its prpperty to others and may 
contract with any operator or other person for the use by any such operator or person 
of any such property or facilities under its control. The commission shall not acquire 
any existing public transit system or any part thereof by condemnation. In the 
determination of the fair value of the existing public transit system, there shall not be 
included any value attributable to expenditures for improvements by the transit com­
mission. 

The commission may accept gifts, grants, or loans of money or other property from 
the United States, the state, or any person or entity for such purposes, may enter into 
any agreement required in connection therewith, may comply with any federal or state 
laws or regulations applicable thereto, and may hold, use, and dispose of such money 
or property in accordance with the terms of the gift, grant, loan, or agreement relating 
thereto. The commission may establish an executive committee, a finance committee, 
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and such other committees of its members as it deems necessary or proper in further­
ance of the provisions of sections 458A.01 to 458A.15, and may authorize them to 
exercise in the intervals between commission meetings any powers of the commission 
except those expressly required by law to be exercised by the commission. 

[For text ofsubds 8a and 9, see M.S.1986] 

History: 1987 c 384 art 2 s 93 
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