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CHAPTER 243 
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243.23 Compensation paid to inmates. 243.24 Money, how used; forfeiture. 

243.23 COMPENSATION PAID TO INMATES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 3. Exceptions. Notwithstanding sections 241.26, subdivision 5, and 243.24, 
subdivision 1, the commissioner may promulgate rules for the disbursement of funds 
earned under subdivision 1, or other funds in an inmate account, and section 243.88, 
subdivision 2, for the support of families and dependent relatives of the respective 
inmates, for the payment of court-ordered restitution, contribution to any programs 
established by law to aid victims of crime provided that the contribution shall not be 
more than 20 percent of an inmate's gross wages, for the payment of restitution to the 
commissioner ordered by prison disciplinary hearing officers for damage to property 
caused by an inmate's conduct, and for the discharge of any legal obligations arising 
out of litigation under this subdivision. An inmate of an adult correctional facility 
under the control of the commissioner is subject to actions for the enforcement of 
support obligations and reimbursement of any public assistance rendered the depen­
dent family and relatives. The commissioner may conditionally release an inmate who 
is a party to an action under this subdivision and provide for the inmate's detention 
in a local detention facility convenient to the place of the hearing when the inmate is 
not engaged in preparation and defense. 

History: 7957 c 252 s 5 

243.24 MONEY, HOW USED; FORFEITURE. 
Subdivision 1. Sole benefit of inmate. Any money arising under section 243.23 

shall be and remain under the control of the commissioner of corrections and shall be 
for the sole benefit of the inmate, unless by special order of the commissioner of 
corrections it shall be used as designated in section 243.23, subdivision 3, or for 
rendering assistance to the inmate's family or dependent relatives, under such rules as 
to time, manner, and amount of disbursements as the commissioner of corrections may 
prescribe. Unless ordered disbursed as hereinbefore prescribed or for an urgency 
determined in each case by the chief executive officer of the facility, a portion of such 
earnings in an amount to be determined by the commissioner shall be set aside and kept 
by the facility in the public welfare fund of the state for the benefit of the inmate and 
for the purpose of assisting the inmate when leaving the facility and if released on 
parole said sum to be disbursed to the inmate in such amounts and at such times as 
the commissioner of corrections may authorize and on final discharge, if any portion 
remains undisbursed, it shall be transmitted to the inmate. 

Subd. 2. Chief executive officer to increase fund to $100. If the fund standing to 
the credit of the prisoner on the prisoner's leaving the facility by discharge or on parole 
be less than $100, the warden or chief executive officer is directed to pay out of the 
current expense fund of the facility sufficient funds to make the total of said earnings 
the sum of $100. 

Subd. 3. Forfeiture of contraband money or property. Money or property received 
by or in the possession of an inmate that is determined by the head of the institution 
after an institutional disciplinary hearing to be contraband within the meaning of rules 
adopted by the commissioner of corrections may be seized by the institution head or 
by the head's designee. Property seized under this subdivision may be sold or destroyed 
if the property is not claimed by its rightful owner within 30 days. Proceeds from a 
sale or money seized pursuant to this subdivision must be deposited in the inmate 
social welfare fund for the benefit of the inmates of the facility. The commissioner of 
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corrections shall adopt rules consistent with this section. The state or an official, 
employee, or agent of the state is not liable for any damages due to the disposal of 
personal property or use of money in accordance with this section. 

History: 7957 c 252 s 6,7; 1987 c 384 art 2 s 57 
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